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PEOCEEDINGS 



NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Vol. I. 1845. No.1. 

For many years the Ibrmstion of a Nbw Jbsssy Histobical Soci- 
STY had been urged in the public prints in TarioU9 parts of the State» 
and at different periods had engaged the atteation of gentlemen feel- 
ing a warm interest in the subjeot. 

No definite measures, however, were taken to combine and carry 
into action these views of individuals until January, 1845 ; when it 
was suggested by gentlemen of Monmouth County that advantage 
should be taken of the assembling at Trenton, in that month, of a 
Convention on the subject of Common Schools, to organize, at the 
same time, an Historical Society. 

In consequence of this suggestion and a subsequent notice in the 
Newark Daily Advertisar, a meeting of a few gentlem^i was held 
at Trenton, on the 19th of Januury, of which the Hon. Petbr D* 
Vroom Was appointed Chairman, and the Rev. Eu F* Coolbt, 
Secretary : but a severe snow-atorm having prevented the attendance 
of many who wished to be present, notiiing was done except to ap« 
point a Committee to prepare a draft of a Constitution and By-Laws, 
to be r^Kirted at a subsequent n^eting to be held on the 27th of 
February. 

On that day a number of gentlemen from different parts of the 
Stale assembled at the City Hall, in Trenton, and the Hon. P. D. 
Vroom, Chairman of the previous meeting, not being present, Stact 
6. Potts, Esq., was'chosen to preside, and Mi. Josbfh P. Braplbt 
was appointed Secretary. 
1 
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The Rev. D. V. McLean, of Freehold, Chairman of the Commit* 
tee appointed to prepare a Constitution and By-Laws, reported a 
Constitution, which was taken up by articles^ and after discussion 
was, as altered and amended, adopted as << The Constitution of the 
New Jersey Historical Society." Mr. McLean also reported a code 
of By-Laws, the consideration of which was conceived to be the 
province of the Society when organized, and the report was conse- 
quently laid upon the table. 

After the adoption of the Constitution, the gentlemen present paid 
their admission fees to the Secretary, and on motion, the Chair ap- 
pointed Messrs. £• F. Cooley, N. Murray, William B. Kinney, Ed- 
ward Harris and A. A. Marcellus a Committee to nominate officers 
for the Society. 

The Committee having retired, the Rev. D. V. McLean read letters 
from several distinguished gentlemen of the State, expressing a lively 
interest in the subject and their best wishes for the promotion of the 
objects of the Convention. 

l^e nominating Committee reported the following officers, who 
were unanimously elected : 
President-^JOSEVa C. HORNBLOWER. 
Vice Presidents — Ist. Robest G. Johnson, of Salem, 
2d. Peter D. Vroom, of Mercer, 
3d. Jaues Parker, of Middlesex. 
Treasurer — ^Thomas J. Stryeer, of Trenton. 
Librarian — ^Thomas Gordon, of Trenton. 
Corresponding Secretary — William A. Whitehbad, of Newark. 
Recording Secretary—^ os^rn P. Bradlsx, of Newark. 
Executive CommiUee-^DATnEL V. McLean, of Monmc^th, 
WiLLiAK B. KiNNBT, of £aaex» 
Nicholas Mukrat, ^ 

Archer Gtifforis *< 

Eli F. Cooley, of Mercer, 
Richard S. Field, ^ 
A. Bruyit Hasbbovck, of Somerset, 
George W. Doane, of Burlington, 
Elias B. D. OoDBir, of Passaic. 
The Society being thus organized, the Convention adjourned sine 
die. 
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Aftss the adjournment of the Convention, which had thtu given 
existence to the New Jersey Historical Society, a meeting of the 
members present was held, and in the absence of the President and 
Vice Presidents, the Rev* Nicholas Murray, D.D., was called to the 
Chair. 

On motion of Hon. W. P. Robeson, of Warren, 

Resoltedf That a committee of five be appointed to draft By-Laws 
to be presented to the Society at its next meeting. 

Messrs. D. V. McLean, W. A. Whitehead, W. B. Kinney, Archer 
CrifTord, and Joseph P. Bradley were appointed the committee. 

On motion^ 

Resolved, That when the Society adjourns, it adjourn to meet. on 
the first Wednesiday in May next, at 3 o'cJock, P. M., in Newark; 
and that the officers of the Society residing in Newark make prepa-* 
rations for the meeting. 

On motion of Rev. D. V. McLean, of Monmouth, 

Resohed, That the Executive Committee prepare and cause to be 
published as early as practicable, in such form as they may think 
proper, an address to the public, setting forth the objects of the So- 
ciety, and soliciting information from our fellow citizens on those 
subjects connected with its interests, and also donations of books, 
maauBcripts, pamphlets, specimens in natural history, and whatever 
wiit tend to illustrate any department of the history of the State. 

ReMhedf That the Legislature of this State be respectfully re- 
quested to aid this Society by furnishing it with copies of all the 
laws and journals both State and colonial, as far as there may be 
duplicates in the possession of the State ; and to give the Society 
access, by its Secretary or other agents, to the office of the Secretary 
of State and other public offices of the State, for the purpose of copy* 
ing, without paying office fees, such (bcuments or records as the 
Society may judge will promote the objects of its institution. 

Remiihedf That a conm^ttee of two be appointed to inform the 
'^^giidature of the organization of this Society and to present to that 
body a copy of the above resolution. 

Hon* WiUiam P. Robeson and Stacy G. Potts, Esq. were appoint- 
ed said committee. 

On motioD of Axchbr Giffobd, Esq., 

Rewlvedf That the Corresponding Secretary communicate to aH 
other Historical Societies in our country the fact of the organization 
of this Society ; and solicit from them donations of any documents 
of interest it may be in their power to furnish. 
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On motion of William B. Kiimfir, Esq., 

RMcioed, unanimously, That Mr/CHARi^s King be reqoetted io 
deliver a discourse before the Society at iu next meeting in May. 
Adjourned. 



Amoicg other letters read before the Convention by the Rev. D. 
V. McLean were the following : 

FROM COL. ROBERT G. JOHNSON. 

Salem, February 15, 1645. 

Dear Sib, 

On my return from Philadelphia I found your ktter 
on my table informing me that at a meeting of a number of gentle* 
men at Trenton, you had been appointed their chairman to prepare 
a constitution and by-laws to be submitted to the meeting to be held 
on the 27th inst. 

I assure you, my dear sir, that I do most heartily approbate the 
organizing of a Historical Society for our State, and it is mueh to 
be lamented that it had not been done years ago. I had more than 
twenty years past frequently suggested the propriety of appointing 
some competent person in each of the counties of the State who 
should cdlect all the scraps of the events of our State worth record* 
ing, from the grant of King Charles to the close of the Revolu^n. 
We had then many worthy and competent citizens living who could 
have brought together a large mass of historical facts, which through 
the lapse of time have been lost forever. Tet we are much indebted 
to the labors and researches of Judge Gordon and Barber and Howe, 
of New Haven, for their publications. 

But I apprehend the object of the Society is to prevdl (if possilde) 
upon our Legislature to depute some comp^ent person^ i^ith a 
salary sufficient to requite him for his time, aad trouble, and' labor 
expended, to go to England and solicit the favor of examining the 
records there of every thing having any reference to the ac^s and 
doings of the rulers, of King Charles and James and others under 
their authority. I hope the Legislature will approve of the wishes 
of your meeting and grant every facility necessary to aceomplish 
so laudable and patriotic an undertaking. I shall feel myself hon- 
ored in being a member of the New Jersey Historical Society* 
Yours very respectfully, 

ROBT. G* JOHNSON. 
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FROM REV. SAMUEL MILLER, D.D. 

Phu^cbton, February 18, 1845. 

Rsv. AND Dear Sib, 

It was with much pleasure that I received 
your letter of the 10th instant, informing me of the plan to form a 
New Jersey Historical Society, and of the appointment made by a 
number of gentlemen, in whose wisdom and patriotism I have great 
confidence, to meet in Trenton on the 27th instant, then and there, 
if practicable, to carry the plan into efifect* 

I have, for a long time, wished an association of this kind to be 
formed ; and, indeed, several months ago, expressed to my respected 
neighbor and friend, Richard S. Field, Esquire, my decided opinion, 
and earnest desire that something of this kind should be attempted* 
I am greatly gratified to find that a number of my enlightened and 
public spirited fellow citizens have taken hold of the subject, and 
appear resolved to do something efiectuaL I sincerely hope that 
their attempt will be crowned with success, and that great good will 
result from the association which it is proposed to form. 

I have often lam^ited, as a citizen of New Jersey, that the live» 
and doings of so many eminent men connected with our earlier, and 
even our later history, are so little known, and are likely soon, if i^ot 
recorded, to pass into irrecoverable oblivion. The annals of New 
Jersey furnish a considerable list of men who flourished from fifty 
years to a century and a half ago ; men of powerful, cultivated and 
active minds, of whom we ought to have more authentic memorials 
than we now possess. Names which ought still to Uve in the memo- 
ries of all who respect talent and worth, have either sunk into forget- 
fulness, or are cherished only in the recollection of a few who have 
taken peculiar interest in the character and serviq^ of departed 
public servants* 

It is time-^igh time-**to awake to the importance of this subject, 
and, wh^e we may, to gather up the fragments which remain, that as 
little as possible may be irrecoverably lost. I cannot doubt that 
there are several hundred families in this State, in which many im« 
portant pamphlets and papers exist, of no real value to their possess* 
OTS, which, if inquired after, would be cheerfully given to be deposited 
on the shelves of a society whiere they would be at once carefully 
preserved, and ultimately turned to some good account. Surely 
there are to be found somewhere among the descendants of the 
former Crovemors, Judges, and Legislators of New Jersey, for 150 
years past, many curious and precious documents, which might 
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easily be brought to light, and placed in the possession of such a 
Society as I hope to see formed by the present generation of eminent 
men in our State. I think these eminent men owe this service to 
themselves, to their state, and to their common country. 

If I were 25 years younger than I am, I would make a free offer 
of myself, — ^not only as one of your associates, but as one of your 
reliable working men^ to tug at the oar of labor on your behalf. But 
being now far advanced in my 76th year, and having very many of 
the infirmities which usually attend that age gathering around me, 
I dare not promise anything but my good wishes, my fervent prayers 
for your success, and my disposition to cheer on those who are able 
and willing to work in your service. I fear it will not be in my 
power even to be present at the proposed meeting. I find so much 
inconvenience, and even danger in exposure to evening air, and to 
lodging out of my own house, that I am afraid of taking any liberties 
of this sort. But my heart will be with you : and if the smallest 
opportunity of serving your Institution should ever occur, it will give 
me cordial pleasure to avail myself of it. I will thank you to 8ub«> 
scribe my name to the Constitution which may be formed, and to 
consider me as one of your enrolled members, and responsible for 
the pecuniary dues attached to membership. 

I take for granted that the collected wisdom at your appointed 
meeting will need no suggestion from me in reference to ai^y point 
connected with your proposed Constitution. Yet, such is my deep 
interest in the cause, that I cannot forbear to throw out some hints 
in regard to three particulars. 

1. I hope you will provide a shelf in your depository, and a pretty 
ample one, for documents relating to Eeclesiasttcid history. You 
must not set tl^^s suggestion down to the score of professional bias^^ 
far less to any desire for connecting Church and State^ which may 
God forever avert from every part of our land \ But because, in the 
progress of a state. Ecclesiastical matters are oflen found to be 
ck)sely connected with its improvement. Suppose the futuie histo* 
rian of New Jersey should take a notion to construct his work on 
the plan of Doctor Henry's History of Great Britain, he would find 
such a department in your collection not only important but indis^ 
pensabie. 

2. Try, by all means, to have in every county in the state, a de* 
voted, enthusiastic, active friend of your cause, who will take a deep 
interest, and spare no pains in searching out, and cdlecting every 
fragment in his county which may be adapted to promote the design: 
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of the Society. Search for men who are never idle ; who hve labor ; 
and, above all, who love to labor for the public good. 

3. Will it not be desirable to connect with your plan some attett- 
tion to the Natural History of the State ? Who would consider the 
history of South Carolina or Georgia as well written, which should 
say nothing about the introduction of Rice and Cotton into those 
States respectively ; or that of Pennsylvania, which should take no 
notice of her inexhaustible stores of Coai and Iron ? 

One word more. I have observed, in regard to all the literary and 
scientific societies with which I have ever been connected, that, how- 
ever numerous the members, some dozen or two of them performed 
almost all the work. It will be so in this instance. 1 mention 
the fact for the purpose of suggesting to those who will be members 
of the New Jersey Historical Society, that those of them who love 
the cause which it is intended to subserve, and who are resolved zeal- 
ously to bear it forward, must not rely upon others, or expect much 
from others ; but be ever on the watch to do all they can themselves, 
as if tJiey were the only members. May a blessing rest upon this 
enterprise ! Sincerely and cordially, 

Your friend and brother, 

SAMUEL MILLER. 

FROM HON. JAMES PARKER. 

Perth Amboy, 18 Feb. 1845. 
Mr Dear Sir, 

I have duly received your letter of the lOth inst. requesting my 
attendance at Trenton on the 27th inst. at the intended formation of 
an Historical Society for this State. I do not know that it will be in 
my power to attend, but you have my hearty good wishes in favor of 
the object which it is to promote, and any thing in my power will be 
gladly done to assist in its accomplishment. 

The History of New Jersey is unknown even to her own sons ; yet 
«he has much to be proud of, and nothing that I know of to make us 
blush for her, in the oldest times or in those revolutionary struggles in 
which her people bore so conspicuous and honorable a part. 

It is an honorable pride which would lead us to put upon record the 
scattered and forgotten evidences of our History, which would prove 
us worthy of a- high place in the estimation of the world. 
. With my best wishes for the success of the undertaking, 
I am, my deat sir, yours very truly, 

JAMES PARKER. 
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FROM THE REV. A. ALEXANDER, D.D. 

PRiMcsfoNy Feb. 24, 184d« 
Rev. and Dbar Sib, 

In answer to your kind letter, I would say, that it would afford me 
real pleasure to attend the meetingxif the ««New Jersey Historical 
Society," on the 27th inst. but at this season, I dare not venture 
abroad. I wish, however, to express my warm approbation of the in« 
stitution. It would have been well if such a society had been formed 
a century ago. Much valuable information respecting local facts 
has, undoubtedly, been irrecoverably lost, by the death of the persons 
who were in possession of the facts, and by the heedless destruction 
of papers and pamphlets, which might have cast light on many points, 
which now remain in obscurity. In endeavoring to ascertain things 
relative to the early history of the Presbyterian church in this State, 
I have met with much disappointment in obtaining authentic evi* 
dence of facts, which, a century since, were known to every one in 
the neighborhood where they occurred ; but concerning which there 
is now no more than vague tradition. This leads me to remark, that 
I hope the Society will not confine themselves to the civil history of 
New Jersey, but will comprehend in their plan the ecclesiastical 
history of all the religious denominations in the State. 

Though unable to attend, I should feel myself honored by having 
my name enrolled as a member, if consistent with your rules. 
I am very respectfully. Yours, d^c. 

A. ALEXANDER. 

Newark, May 7, 1845. 
The Society met according to adjournment, the Hon* James Par- 
ker occupying the chair in the absence of the President. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Murray, it was 

Resolved^ That those gentlemen, who at, or prior to, the present 
meeting have indicated their desire to advance the objects of the So* 
ciety by presenting their names to the officers, as applicants for 
membership, be considered as original members of the Society. 

The Committee appointed at the previous meeting to drafi By- 
Laws, presented a set of rules, which after consideration and amend* 
menjt were approved and adopted. 

The Executive Committee by their Chairman reported, that they 
had prepared and published in several newspapers according to in* 
structions, a circular, addressed to the people of this State, setting 
forth the objects of the Society. 
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Mr. J. P. BftADLBT in behalf of the Committee appointed to inform 
the Legislature of the State of the forma timi of this Society^ and to 
request donations pertinent to its object, and the privilege of copying 
the public records free of office fees, stated, that the said Committee 
had performed the duty assigned to them, and that the Legislature in 
answer to their application had passed a joint resolution fully com* 
plying with the desires of the Society • 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Constitution, By-Laws and Circular of the 
Executive Committee be printed in a pamphlet form.* 

The Corresponding Secretary, reported that, in accordance with a 
resolution of the Society, he had made known its organization to all 
the Historical Societies in the United States, and from several, had 
received gratifying communications in return. He presented and 
read letters to and from the Societies of New York, Maryland and 
Connecticut, and from the American Antiquarian Society at Wor* 
eester, Mass., from the Hon. Jambs Buchanan, fVom Professor A. D« 
Bache, Dr. John PRouDFiT and other individuals. 

A communication from the Historical Society of New York, relat- 
iifg to the adoption of a new national appellation for the United 
States, with a report on the subject by a Committee of that Society, 
having been read, was on motion referred to a Committee consisting 
of Messrs. Murray, C. King and Bradley. 

A letter having been read from Mr. S. Alofsbn of Jersey City, of- 
fering to the Society his gratuitous services in translating any Dutch 
documents that may cbme into its possession, it was, on motion of Mr. 
C. Pabker, 

R^iiived, That the thanks of the Society be communicated to Mr. 
S. Alo^n for the offer made of his gratuitous services as translator. 

Col. Robert G. Johnson of Salem, on presenting to the Society a 
number of valuable documents, made some highly interesting state- 
ments in relation to John Fenwick, the early proprietor of Salem and 
Cumberland. One of the papers presented being a military commisL 
sion from President Bradshaw constituting Fenwick a Captain of 
horse. Col. J. remarked, that he had formerly been in possession of 
an order, in Oliver Cbohwell'b own hand writing, to Fenwick a« 
Major of Cavalry, directing him to superintend the execution of 

* A pampblet containing the Constitution, By-Laws and Circular of the Sodety hav- 
ing been already transmitted to each member, the republication of those documents is • 
considered unnecessary. Those subscribers who are not members will be supplied with 
oojaee, on applieation, post paid, to the Corresponding Secretary. 
2 
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Charles 1st, but for the want of some proper depository, like the His- 
torical Society, it had been lost. 

. Fen wick was generally thought to have been a Quaker, but whatev- 
er he may have professed when among Quakers, he was certainly 
^ once a member of an Independant Congregation in England, as ap- 
peared by a Certificate of membership, signed by the Pastor, (among 
the documents presented) and as evinced by his holding military 
offices. 

On motion, 

The thanks of the Society were presented to CoL Johnson for the 
interesting documents presented by him. 

The Rev. Mr. Coolby having referred, in some remarks, to valu- 
able and interesting documents which he supposed, from information 
impiarted to him, might probably be found in the possession of the 
Rutherfurd family residing in East Jersey, Dr. J. S. Condit con- 
firmed the truth of his conjecture,^— the papers forming a part of the 
ample library of the Misses Rutherfurd, of Harrison, Hudson Co.^ 
and made some interesting statements in relation to their character 
and value. 

* Hon. Wm. a. Dubb stated, that he had in his possession valuaMe 
original papers which once belonged to Lord Stirling, and of which 
he would furnish copies to the Society, but his engagements did not 
allow the leisure, whereupon Mr. James G. King offered to bear the 
expense of making copies. 

Mr. Charlbs Kino stated to the Society, that in the preparation 
of his address for the evening, he had been kindly furnished by the. 
Corresponding Secretary, Mr. Whitehead, with the loan of a manu*. 
script history of East Jersey under the Proprietary Governments, 
and as he considered it a suitable work for the Society to publish as its 
first fr4iit ofiering to the historicalliterature of the country, he would 
propose, if Mr. Whitehead's assent could be obtained, (for he made 
the suggestion on his own responsibility, Mr. W's e^tpostulations to 
the contrary) that a Committee be appointed to superintend its pub- 
lication. 

JuDGB DuER remarked that it would be proper to have a Standing 
Conmiittee on Publications to supervise and publish all manuscripts 
referred to them which the Society might deem it expedient to print : 

Whereupon, on motion of Judge Duer, 

Resolved, That a Standing Committee of five members be appoint- 
ed on the publication of the transactions and other matters proposed 
to be published by this Society^and that all such matters be referred 
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to the said Conmuttefe, whose dafy it shall he to cause such papers or 
docttments as they may approve to be published. 

The Chairman appointed Messrs. Duer, Cooley, Murray, C. King 
and J. S. Condit members of the said Committee. 

Mr. C. King then renewed his motion, which was adopted as 
fellows : 

Resdved, That the Committee on publications apply to Mr. W. 
A. Whitehead for the manuscript of the history prepared by him of 
East Jersey under the Proprietary Governments, with the Appendix, 
comprising « The Model of the Government of East New Jersey," by 
George Scot, of PiUoohie ; and that they cause the same to be pub- 
lished under the sanction of the Society. 

Nominations were then made of various gentlemen as resident, 
corresponding and honorary members, which were referred to the 
Standing Committee on nominations, now appointed by the Chair in 
accordance with, the by-laws, consisting of Dr. Murray, Professor 
John Maclean and W. A. Whitehead. 

The Society adjourned to meet immediately after the delivery of 
Mr. King's address. 

9 o'clock, P. M. 

The Society being called to ovder by the Chairman, on motion of 
Bidiop DoAiCE it was 

. Besdved, That the thanks of the Society be given to Mr. King for 
his discourse, and that a copy be requested for publication. 

The Society then adjourned to meet at Princeton on the first 
Thursday of September. 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE 

Read before the Society, May 7, 1845. 

TO JOHN JAY, £00., Ck>]i]iB8PONDiNO Seceitart, &c 

Nbwabe, N. J. March 1, 1845. 
Snt, 

I have been charged with the agreeable duty of announcing 
through you to the New York Historical Society the organization of 
a kindred institution in the State of New Jersey. 

Intimately connected as were the two States in their infancy, un- 
der the domination of both the Dutch and English, it may be confi- 
dently expected that the researches of our respective societies wiH 
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prove mutually benefidid* We duly appreciate the advantage we 
possess in entering the field aided by the labors of your Society, 
which have alnsady so greatly relieved from the darkness and oh- 
scurity whicA rested upon them, the periods when the interests of 
New York and New Jersey were so closely interwoven ; and we shall 
endeavor to show our gratitude by strenuous exertions still mcHre to 
enlighten the dark passages in the early aBnals of the two States. 

It would be a great favor to our young association could your So- 
ciety bestow upon it copies of its transactions and publications, or 
any duplicate documents, books, or pamphlets, bearing upon the his- 
tory of our country, which may be spared from its collection — a 
favor which will gladly be reciprocated when in our power. 
I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. WHITEHEAD, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
To John Jat, Esq., Dom. Cor. See., dec.. New York. 



JPROM JOHN JAY, Eeo., Coerbiponpiro Secrstary, dec 

y of New Yoi 
March 28, 1845, 



HisTOBicAL Rooms, City of New York, > 



Deas BiUf 

I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 1st 
inst., announcing to the New York Historical Society the organiza- 
tion of a kindred institution in the State of New Jersey, and I con- 
fidently join in your expectation, that the researches of our two 
•ocietiea will prove mutually beneficial in illustrating the several 
periods when the interests of New York and New Jersey were so 
closely united. 

Your letter was communicated to the New York Historical So- 
ciety at its last stated meeting, held on the 5th instant, and tiie fol- 
lowing resolutions were thereupon unanimously adopted. 

Resolvedy That this society have learned with sincere pleasure the 
formation of the New Jersey State Historical Society, and tender to 
that institution their cordial congratulations and friendly services. 

Resolvedy That the Librarian be directed to forward to the New 
Jersey State Historical Society, copies of all the collections and pro- 
ceedings of this society, and also any dupUcate documents, books or 
pamphlets, bearing upon the history of the country, which may be 
spared from its collections. 

Our Librarian is now engaged in makiug a catalogue of the 
Uhrary, and until its oompletion it wiU be difficult for him fuHy to 
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compiy with the above direcielnH of the socibty, touching the selec- 
tion of duplicmtes ; but 1 understand that a pai^age will be forwarded 
to yoo in a few 6aya, containing a copy of our volumes, and such 
duplicates as the present imperfect catalogue may enable fiifn to supply. 
Among the documents recently procured in Europe by Mr. Brod« 
head, the historical agent of the State of New York, relative to our 
colonial history, are a few incidentally rekting to New Jersey during 
the administration of Sir Edmund Andros and Gov. Dongan. Two 
letters by Governor Hamilton of New Jersey to Governor Fletcher, 
a long letter from Lord Cornbury, dated July 15th, 1705, giving an 
account of the Provinces of New York and New Jersey, since his 
arrival, with a resume of their previous history, and other documents 
extending at intervals, from 1680 to 1748, of which I will send you a 
particular menaorandum, from the complete and accurate index at. 
tached to the report of Mr. Brodhead, of the results of his mission. 
The documents directly belonging to the cokmial history of New 
Jersey, contained in ^Her Majesty's State Paper Office in London, 
and the Records of the Board of Trade^" are doobtlesa voluminoua 
and important ; and the expedienoy of procuring transcripts for yoQX 
archives, will, I hope, soon engage the attention of your society and 
your legislature. The Jersey papers in the State Paper Office, were 
included in a distinct d^[>artment from those of New York, and were 
not submitted to Mr, Brodhead'a inspection. 

Ajnoog the MSS. of the New York Histori)cal Sodety, beurtng 
upon the history of New Jeiseyy are the papers of Wm. Alexander^ 
Lord Stirling, exte&dilig from 175& to 1783 ; the original minutes of 
Hie eommiisionere of the boundary line between New York and New 
Jersey in 1763} with two repotta of a ccHmnittee of her Majesty's 
Council of New York upon the same subject, and a ^Bm£ of the 
claim on tjtie part of the Province of New Jersey, and <^ the proofs 
offered in support of it, before the commissioners appointed by hia 
Majesty for settling the boimdary line between the Provinces of New 
York and New Jersey, from the station on the Hudson River to the 
station on the Delaware River, with observations upon, and answer 
to the several objections made by the agents on the part of New 
York." This document embraces 123 folio pages. It contains very 
foil, minute and accurate memoranda of govemmental» official and 
proprietary acts illustrative of the title to the lands in question, front 
their possession by the States of Holland in 1663. It bears date 
"New York, Sept. 28th, 1769," and is signed in autograph by « Jno. 
Stevens, James Pariter^and Walter Rutherfurd." 
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T^re are ako some other doi^araeats rdlatisg to the boundaries, 
of a later date and less importance, and a number of maps used iy 
the original commissioners, which with the minutes remained in the 
possession of the late John Jay, who was employed as their derk* 
and which the members of your society may have occasion to con- 
sult, or have copied for your own collections. 

Praying you to command my services if I can at any time be 
useful to your society, 

I remain, dear sir, very respectfully, your faithful servant, 

JOHN JAY, Dom. Cor. Sec.^ etc. 
To Wm. a. Whitbhbad, Esq., Cor. Sec. of N. J. Hist. Soc 

FROM JOHN JAY, Esq., Corresponding Secretary, &c. 

Historical Rooms, City of New York, ] 
AprU the Tenth, 1845. 
Sib, 

In accordance with a resolution passed at the last meeting 
of the New York Historical Society, held on the first instant, I have 
the honor to address to you a copy of the Report of a committee 
appointed at a previous meeting, to consider the expediency of the 
adoption hy this country of a National Name. 

The Report has not yet been adopted, or acted upon by the Soci- 
ety ; but has been made the special ordeir for the next stoled meeting, 
to be held on the 6th of May ; and in the meanwhile it is submitted 
to the Historical and Antiquarian Societies of other states, and to 
eminent gentlemen throughout the country fbr their advice. ' 

The disadvantages attendant upon the want of a distinctive national 
appellation are very generally admitted, but doubts are mitertained 
by many of the practicability of the proposed change. It has been 
suggested that some of the difficulties belonging to the subject, such 
as a wide variance of opinion in regard to the title, and the mistakes 
to which a new and local name would necessarily give rise in foreign 
countries, may be in a great measure obviated by proposing to call 
our land " The Republic op Washington." A name which it is 
thought might be adopted by acclamation, and which if adopted, 
would be instantly recognized and identified in distant lands, and 
command the approval of the whole world. 

The views of the New Jersey Historical Society upon the subject 
are respectfully requested. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, your faithful servant, 

JOHN JAY, Dom. Cor. Sec., etc. 
To Wk. a. Whitehbap, Esq., Cor. Sec. of N« J. Hist. Soc. 
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TO JOHN JAY, Ebo^ CoftiuBSPOMDiiVG Seckstaet, ^c. 

Nbwabk, N. J ., April 19, 1846. 
Deab S1B9 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 28th 
March, and in behalf of the New Jersey Historical Society, would 
respectfully tender its thanks for the interest so promptly taken in 
its success by its sister institution of New York. I have also re* 
ceived your letter of 10th April, relating to the proposed adoption of 
a new appellation for our country, and a copy of the Transactions 
of your society for 1844. These will be laid before our society at 
its meeting in May. 

Having had an opportunity, through the courtesy of Mr. Brod* 
head, of examining a portion of the Ci^onial Documents with which 
his agency has enriched New York, I had already become, aware, 
previous to the receipt of your letter, that New Jersey was under 
obligations to him for having judiciously secured many papers of 
peculiar importance to her history, as well as others, in which she 
was interested jointly with New York. In consequence of this ex» 
amination, an exertion was made to obtain from the Legislature of 
the State, at its late session, an appropriation which would have 
authorized an application to the authorities of New York, for per- 
mission to obtain transcripts of such papers ; but after the favorable 
action of one house, the res^dution was postponed in the other to the 
next legislature ; along with a kindred measure which contemplated 
the procurement of an analytical index to the Colonial Documents in 
the English ^rchives^ referring to New Jersey. It is hoped that next 
year both these desirable projects may be perfected. 

As an illustratipn of the value which is oftentimes inherent in a 
simple historical fact, apparently of trivial import, I would state that 
a single line in one of Governor Andros's despatches, procured by 
Mr. Brodhead, has relieved some events in the history of New Jersey 
from much doubt and conjecture. 

He writes from New York under date of October 4th, 1668. " I 
arrived here the 11th of August past, when his Majesty's Letters 
Patent being published, received this place, as also East New Jersey 
the 15th, and West New Jersey I8th, following, where by prochuna* 
tion coniirmed the revenue and all offices in place untU further order*^' 

It was well known that Andros took New Jersey under his charge, 
as well as New York, in accordance with the directions of his royal 
master, but how his authority had been established in the province 
without some disturbance ox confusion, had never been shown ; neither 
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had it been explained how that authority should have been suhse< 
quently superseded^ without the same commotion that attended its 
overthrow in the other colonies which had been subject to his rule 5 
but the sentence t have quoted removes the di€iculties which encom- 
passed these enquiries. The officers of the Proprietaries having 
been continued in power on acknowledging his supromacy, there Was 
little room for objection or opposition to his assumption of the gov« 
ernment) and when his authority was at an end^ there was no ground 
for revolution, as that erent reinstated matters as they were befijre* 
Governor Hamilton, however, hesitated as to the most expedient 
course, and sailed for England to consult the proprietaries, leaving 
the population to the care of their local magistrates, and not as has 
too frequently been asserted, without any government whatever. 

This proceeding of Governor Andros was one of the very few in- 
stances in which he exhibited any prudence or moderation in his 
administration of the affairs of the provinces. The course pursued 
by him being certainly the most pditic for hts own success, and as 
it turned out, most fortunate for New Jersey. 

I cannot close this communication without thanking yoQ for your 
politeness in furnishing the information your letter contained, re- 
specting the MSS. in your library in which we are interested, as 
well as the list of colonial documents in the New Yoi^ Colteotiony 
which from Mr. Brodhead's Calendars, appear to refer to New 
Jersey. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. WHITEHEAD, 
Cor. Sec. N.J. Hist. 80c. 
To John Jay, Esq., Cor. Sec. of the N. Y. Hist. Society. 

FROM HEV. DIL PROUDFIT. 

RUTGEBS CoLLfiOE, JU^^ 7, 1845. 

Mr Deab Sik, 

I deeply regret that my engagements at College to* 
day compel me to forego the pleasure of being present at the meeting 
of the New Jersey Historical Society— the more so, as I was obliged 
for the same reason to come away from Trenton without being pre- 
sent at its first meeting, though I went there for the purpose. I 
desire, however, to be enrolled among its members, and to express 
my hearty interest and sjrmpathy in its objects. 'Die Past, rich as 
it is in instruction, in delight, and in all elevating influen<^s, is swiftly 
receding from us— and we surely do weH in securing su<di of its 
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precious fragments as are still floating within our reach on tl)e ^ream 
of time, beneath the surface of which they will soon sink and disap. 
pear forever. Whether we view it as a record of Divine Providence, 
or as a history of the early life of our country and the first work« 
ing of its institutions, or as exhibiting the results of experiments in 
all the manifold departments of human Itfo, its remains are equally 
valuable — and unless speedily secured and placed in some permanent 
form, equally perishable. * * * * * ♦ 

Few Societies of the kind have had before them so ample a field 
or so rich and varied materials, as the New Jersey Historical Society. 
And if a warm and general interest in its inquiries can be awakened 
in all classes of the community, it will, I am persuaded, prove a 
very useful institution. 

I am, very respectfully, yours &c., 

J. PROUDFIT. 
To the Corresponding Secretary N. J. Hist. Soc. 



DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED MAY 7th, 1845. 



Constitution, By-Laws, dec, of Maryland Historical Society. 

First Discourse before the Maryland Hist. Soc, June 20th, 1344, by 

Charles F. Mayer, A. M. From the Society. 

Proceedings of the New Ydrk Historical Society for the year 1844. 

♦ From the Society. 

Essay on Meteorological Observations, by J. N. Nicollet, Esq., 

printed by order of the War Department. From Major James D^ 

Graham^ U. S. Top, Engineers. 
Report to the Navy Department on American Coals, by Walter K. 

Johnson. From Hon, Wm, L. Dayton, 

First and Fourth Annual Reports of the Commissioners of Common 

Schools in the State of Connecticut, 1839-1842. 
School Architecture, by Henry Barnard. 
Connecticut Common School Journals, 18^-1842, 4 vols, in 2. 
3 
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Exports and other Official Documents respecting the Common 
Schools of Connecticut, from 1838 to 1842, by Henry Barnard, 
Secretary of the Board of Commissioners, Fr(m Mr, Barnard. 

Report on the Geology of the State of Connecticut, by James G. 
Percival. From Charles Hosmer Esq. of Hartford. 

Report of the Commissioner of Patents, January, 1845, From Hon. 
Jacob W. MUler. 

Report on the Aboriginal Names and Geographical Terminology of 
the State of New York to the New York Hist Soc, by Henry R. 
Schoolcraft. From the Author. 

Historical Sketches of the late War between U. S. and Great Britain, 
by Johij Lewis Thomson. From Cortland Parker^ Esq. 

The Worcester Magazine and Historical Journal, by W<m. Lincoln 
and C. C. Baldwin, 1825-6, 2 vols. 

Transactions and Collections of the American Antiquarian Society, 
2 vols. 

Catalogue of the Library of the American Antiquarian Society. 

From the Society. 

Final Report of the Historical Agent of the State of New York, 
with Calendars to all the Colonial Documents procured by the 
State and now at Albany. From Thos. D. James t Esq,, Albany. 

Collections of the New York Historical Society, Vol. 1. From Mr. 
E. Stewart. 

Travels in New England and New York, by Timothy Dwight, 
S. T. D., LL. D., &;c., 4 vols. 

The New American Magazine, for odd months, 1759-60, with an 
original sketch annexed of the Gditor and Printer, from the New- 
ark Daily Advertiser of Sept. 10th, 1839. (The first periodical 
published in New Jersey.) 

Four Fourth of July Orations, delivered at Newark and Elizabeth- 
town, 1794, 1797 and 1798, by Isaac Watts Crane, Alex. C. Mac 
Whorter and David B. Ogden. 

A Historical Account of St. John's Church at Georgetown, D. C. 

An Address at the funeral of Hon. Abel P. Upshur and others killed 
on board the Princeton, and a 

Farewell Sermon, by Rev. C. M. Butler. 

Engraved Portrait of Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, by Sartain. 

From Wm. A. Whitehead. 

Map of New York Bay and Harbor and the Environs, founded on a 
survey under the direction of F. R. Hassler, Supt. of U. S. Coast 
Survey. From the United States, 
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ThefoUotcing are the papers, <SfC^, presented in person by 
Col. Robert G. Johnson, of Salem, 

"An exemplification at the request of John Fen wick, Esq.," of the 

grant from Charles IL to James, Duke of York, of New Jersey, 

beautifully engrossed on parchment. 
Exemplified extract from West Jersey Records, giving the date of the 

arrival of John Fenwick and family, giving their names, dec. 
Certificate of John Fen^nrick's membership of the church " whereof 

Mr. John Goodwin is Pastor," Feb. 4, 1649. 
Commission from " Jo : Bradshawe, Pres't," to John Fenwick to be 

" Captain of a Troop of Horse," with the seal of the Council of 

State, Sept. 4, 1651. 
Three original letters to John Fenwick from his wife Mary, bearing 

date Aug. 27, 1678, Aug. 31, 1678, and Feb. 7, 1679, London. 
John Fenwick's Will, August 7, 1683. 
The Counterpart (signed by Warner and Eldridge) of release from 

John Fenwick, July 19, 1675. 
The Counterpart (signed by Penn) of release from John Fenwick to 

William Penn of ail his interest in West Jersey excepting 150,000 

acres, dated March 23, 1682. 
Three deeds from the Indians to John Fenwick, for lands in West 

Jersey. 
Copy of a deed from the Indians to John Fenwick. 
Agreement of Indians with J. Fenwick upon what terms to release all 

claims against him, Nov. 8, 1685. 
Copy of agreement between William Penn and Fen wick's Executors, 

April 13, 1684. 
Fac Simile of the Death Warrant of Charles I. 
** Militaire Discipline or the young Artillery Man, by Collonel Wil- 
liam Barifie," London, 16—-, Quarto. 
Map of Nova Scotia, dec. 2d Edition, 1776. 
Perspective plan of the Battle near Lake George, 1755. 
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ORIGINAL MEMBERS, 

ENROLLED UNDER THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED MAY 7, 1845. 



S. Alofsen, Jersey City. Rev. Archibald Aiefiinder, d.d.> Princelm. 

Joseph P. Bradley ,*t Newark, Maurice Beasley, if d., DetmitviUe, C. May. 

Alexander M. Bruen, m.d., Perth Amhoy. Geo. Clinton Bu8h,*t Trenton, 

Rev. James Camahan, d.d., Princeton. John Chetwood, Newark. 

Geo. R. Chetwood, m.d., Elizabeihtovm. John J. Chetwood, EUztAetkUnim, 

Rev. Jona. Cogswell, D.D.,*t N. Brunsmck. Silas Condit, Newark. 

John S. Condit, m.d., Newark, Lewis Condict, m.d., Morristown, 

Nathan W. Condict, m.d^ Morristown. Rev. Eli F. Cooley,*t Trenton. 
Edward Cook, Newark, 

Rev. G. W. Doane, d.d., hh.h.,i Burlington. Pto(. Albert B. Dod, Princeton, 
Daniel Dodd, jr.. Orange. William A. Duer, ll.d., Morristown, 

Wm. S. Faitoute, Newark. Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, Newark, 

Richard S, Field,* Princeton, 

Jeremiah Q. Garthwaite, Newark. Henry W. Green,* Trenton. 

Dudley S. Gregory, Jersey City. Archer Gifford,*t Newark. 

John Griscora, jll.d., Bunington, Thomas Gordonj^i" TVenton. 

Edward Harris,*t Trenton. Samuel R. Hamilton ,*t Trenton, 

Samuel M. Hamill, LawrencemUe. A. Bruyn Hasbrouck, ll.d., N. Brunsmck. 

Rev. Matthew H. Henderson, Newark, David A. Hayes, Newark. 
Rev. Charles Hodge, d.d., Princeton. Joseph C. Hornblower, ll.d., Newark. 

Rev. William H. Hornblower, Paterson. 

John P Jackson, Newark, Robert G. Johnson, Saiem, 

Charles Kine,t EUzabethtown, James G. King, Weehawken, 

William B. Kinney ,*t Newark. Francis S. Kinney, New Brunswick. 

Andrew Lemassena, Newark. William W. Lord, Princeton. 

Rev. Aaron A. Marcellus,*t Freehold. Rev. David Masie, d.d., Elizabgthtown, 

Rev. Daniel V. McLean,*t Freehold. Prof. John Macfean, d.d., Princeton, 

Amzi C McLean, Freehold. John A. Miller, Newark. 

Rev. Samuel Miller, d.d., Princetm\. Silas Merchant, Newark, 

Rev. Nicholas Murray, i>.D,,*i EUzabethtown. 

Elias B. D. Ogden, Paterson. George T. Ohnsted, Princeton. 

James Park«r, Perth Amboy, Cortuuid Parker,* Newark. 

Rev. Andrew B. Patterson,t Princeton, William Paterson, Perth Amboy. 

S. V. R. Paterson, Perth Amboy. William Penning[ton, iVeiMirAu 

Alexander C. M. Pennington, Newark. Samuel H. Pennington, m.d., Newark. 

Charles L. Pearson,* Trenton. Rev. S. 1. Prkae^ Newark, 

Rev. John Proudfit, d.d.. New Brunswick. Stacy G. Potts,*t TrenUm. 

Joseph F. Randolphjt Trenton. William P. Robe8on,*t Bdvidere. 

David Ryenon, NevOon. 

Hon. Charles C. Strati on ,t Swedcaborough. Rev. Chas. S. Stewart, U. S. Navy. 
Spkn H. Stephens, Newark. Jona. J. Spencer, M.D.*t Moorestown. 

Lyndon A. Smith, m.d., Newark. Thos. J. Stryker, Trentmu 

Rev. Benj. C. Taylor, d.d., Bergen. Rev. Wm. J. R. Taylor, New Durham. 

Rev. Anthony Ten Broeck, Orange, 

Peter D. Vroom, Trenton, Robert Van Arsdale, Newark, 

Asa Whitehead, Newark. Wm. A. Whitehead,*t Newark. 

John Whitehead, Newark, Wm. Wright, Newark. 

* Present and aided in framing the Constitution at Trenton, Feb. 27, 1845, 
t Enrolled their names on that day ui Trenton. 
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A DISCOURSE. 



Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Historical Society : 

In presenting myself on this occasion to make the first address 
before the Historical Society of New Jersey, I am not insensible of 
the honor devolved upon me. I did indeed desire that a native son 
should have been selected to open the career, destined, I trast, (o be 
long and honorably useful, of your Society— -one of the many names 
consecrated in the annalis of the State by personal nfierit or ancestral 
renown. But it was your pleasure to exact this service of me, who 
from another State, once indeed forming with this but one colony, 
have come to sit down by your fireside, to ask a share in its simple 
domestic happii^ss, and to fulfil to the best of my abilities such part 
as may be allotted to me of the obligations of a dutiful citizen. 

A portion of the citizens of New Jersey have at length resolved to 
do justice to the State and to its illustrious annals, by instituting tbe 
Society of which the first public meeting is now held, and of which 
the highest duty will be to eoUect and to preierve whatever shall tend 
to elucidate the origin, settlement and history of the State, and the 
merits and fame of those who have served it in any and every station. 

After much discussion, and notwithstanding the failure of some 
previous attempts to organize a Historical Society, a public meeting 
was held at Trenton in February last ; at which with great unanimity 
it was decided that a Historical Society should be formed forthwith, 
and in consequence, a Constitution was framed and adopted, officers 
were chosen, and the first annual meeting appointed for this day. 

Here then and now commences the actual life of the Historical 
Society of New Jersey, and upon those whom this day has brought 
together either in person, or where unavoidably absent, in good wishes 
for our success, must it very much depend, whether the Society shall 
be equal to the occasion which calls it into existence, and to the pure 
beauty of the annals of our Stat0. 
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It is an honorable instinct that prompts men to perpetuate the 
memory of their forefathers, and to preserve from the decay which 
overtakes all physical nature, those acts and counsels, which, spring- 
ing from and informed by the soul, are, like it, capable of immortality. 
It is in this respect that an Existence^ having ih some things common 
relations with the beasts that perish, rises in others to the dignity of 
its diviner essence. 

The indulgence of this instinct moreover is fraught with positive 
benefits — not in the sense merely that every duty discharged is a 
source of happiness secured, and that they who with filial piety do 
honor to the just renown of their forefathers, give proof of their own 
worthiness — but that the memory, and as it were the presence of a 
glorious, national ancestry, exercise, imperceptibly it may be, but 
irresistibly, a moat salutary influence upon their posterity — alike in 
restraining from the commission of low or unbecoming acts, and in 
exciting an honorable emulation to equal if not excel theii' progenitors* 

It was upon this principle that the Romans conceded it as a privi- 
lege to those who had attained to high station in the republic, that 
their images or statues should be carefully made and preserved as the 
preeioos inheritance of their descendants : and we have the testimony 
ef Sallust to the efiect of these dumb but eloquent remembrancers in 
tht fine passage where he relates that he had frequently heard the 
great Fabius, the wary and successful opponent of Hannibal, and 
Scipio Afncanns his conqueror, and other illustrious men of the re- 
public say, that whenever they looked upon the images of their ances* 
torsy they felt their own minds vehemently excited to like yirtue. 
Not, adds tlie author, thaA the mere form and outward figure bad any 
such influence, but that the memory of their noble deeds, kindled a 
flame in the bosoms of these illustrious men which could never be 
extinguished until they had achieved like glory and renown* 

In our days the principle of association and the art of printing 
OHnbined, aflbrd far easier and more efficacious means of kindling 
this flame in ingenuous minds, than the Sculptor or the Painter — 
glorious as is their art— ever possessed ; for their sphere is limited to 
the comparatively few who may have the opportunity to behold their 
works, but the Press speaks to a wortd, and when empic^ed by such 
an association as that here assembled, to perpetuate the renown of a 
national ancestry such as we can boast, cold must be the enthusiasm, 
and feeble the virtue of the race which it cannot inflame with rever- 
ence for the past and emulation for the future. 

Such, gentlemen, seems to me the mission which we have under- 
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token, and it eaMot be without enckmragement for us to know how 
successfully, In other States, a like mission has been accomplished. 
With a history inferioi* to nohe other in purity not less than in bril* 
liancy, New Jersey comes late into the field of Historical Inrestiga. 
tion ; several States have preceded her in the formation of Historical 
Societies, and a brief notice of what has been accomplbhed by some 
of thesej \^tll fitly occupy a part of the hour allotted to me by the 
usages of such an occasion as this, and serve at the same time it is 
hoped to encourage the efforts which we have at length resqlved to 
make "to discover, procure and preserve whatever relates to any de- 
partment of the History of Ne\^ Jersey." 

New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Georgia, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Ohio, Kentucky and 
Indiana all have their Societies. To only a few can reference now 
be made. 

Of Massachusetts, we are first to speak for she was first in the 
field. JERiiinr Belknap was the chief founder of her Historical 
Society. His services to the historical literature of the country were 
thus fitly commemorated by John Quincy Adamd at the last Anni* 
versary Festival of the New York Historical Society. 

"He was," said Mr. Adams, " indirectly the founder of all Hbtort- 
cal Societies throughout the land A man of whom the country may 
justly be proud. He waa the pastor of a small congregation in Dovery 
New Hampshire, and he wrote the History of New Hampshire, ft 
work that has no superior for its truthfulness or general value ; and 
of whom and his History, a distinguished French traveller,* a man 
conspicuous in his own age, though unfortunate in his end, said : 
<*he was the author of the precioua History of New Hampshire." 
He also wrote the first volumes of American Biography ; and was 
the author of a Collection of Hymns and Psalms, that is still used in 
many parts of Massachusetts, and which has improved the poetry 
and literature of those who use it.'* 

His History of N. H. was the labor of twenty-two years, and his 
last volume, published in 1793, nine years after the first, tells us that 
the sale of the preceding volumes had not defrayed the expenses of 
publication. The materials which he brought together for the pur- 
pose of writing this work, with those of Minott the historian of 
Mass., formed the nucleus of the valuable and now extensive collec- 
tions of that Society. The loss of valuable historical documents by 
fire, and sometimes by heedless or wanton ignorance, had awakened 
* Brissot de Warville. 
4 
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t)M attentipQ o£.tho6B intepeMsted in their preaervadoft, t^ devise means 
for their collectiofl and security in sonie permanent place of deposit. 
The materials fojr the early History of New England had suffered 
severely before tbeae first steps were taken in this matter ; and the 
traditions of rich heaps of family papers— the dusty accumulations 
of generations, which served to light the fires of some thrifty house- 
wife) excite in us the same regretful indignation which burns in the 
lemembrance of the famous Shakspearian MSS., which Warburton's 
cook ^^put under pye boUams.^^ 

Attention once awakened to the subject, it was not long before the 
Society was formed which was incorporated in 1794. First in the 
fieldy it possessed many advantages in securing valuable books and 
papers ; and all New England contributed to swell its coUeetions. It 
would be impossible to trace the historical productions to which its 
influence has given birth or occasion, a hasty glance at its own de-' 
cadefi of collections must suffice* 

They have published twenty -eight vols., having nearly completed 
their third series of 10 vols, each* At the end of each series, is a 
most valuable index to the vols* which none but those who have wad* 
ed through seas of undigested materic^ls in search of some trifling 
fact, can appreciate. The vols, contain, besides original papers of 
giseat interest, many valuable repnnts of scarce tracts illustrative of our 
^rlieet history, and a great variety of miscellaneous information on 
almosi all topics connected with the History, not of the U. S. only, 
(MT of their colonial condition, from their first settlement, but likewise 
of, the whole contioont. The value of these materialsi of history 
cf^nnot be fujly appreciated at the present day. In many cases, 
absolutely xescued from destruction^ a future age alone will develope 
their worth. 

. New HAHPsniRE. — ^Ncxt to Mass. and New York, the New Hamp* 
shire Society has accomplished . more than any other. . They have 
published five volumes. Perhaps quite ^s much has been done for 
the h^tory of N. H. as of any State in the Union. The occasion of 
the second centennial celebration of the Settlement of New Hamp«> 
shire, at Portsmouth, was takep as a favorable time for the formation 
of the Historical Society, and the zealous eflbrts of a few who had 
been interested in historical pursuits, were highly successful. The 
Library and Collection of the Society, though small, are very valuable. 

Maike. — ^Upon the erection of Maine, in 1820, into a new State 
|iistinct from Massachusetts, several gentlemen, interested in th« 
promotion of historical inquiry and knowledge, determined to form a 
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Svmty sinflftr to those already in existence in MaaaaefaiSuietts and 
New York, k charter was obtained in 1822, and measures were 
taken to bring together the scattered fragments, which were quite 
sttccessfuj* 

In 1831; their first and as yet, only volume was published, a hand* 
some octavo, containing, among other papers of historical interest, 
the original letters of Arnold while on the Expedition across Maine 
to Quebec in 1775, with Col. Montresor's Journal of a Tour from the 
St* Lawrmice to the Emmehec in 1760. It was this last Journa], 
falling into the hands of Arnold, which suggested ike idea of the 
expedition of 1775* He proposed it, and obtained the command* A 
select corps was detached fiom the army at Cambndge, whiob, pene* 
trating the wilds of the Kennebeoy was destined to eo-opeiate with 
the other forces sent to Canada by the northern lakes, in the reduti 
tion of Quebec* It was in this siege that Mon^omery fell, wiiroing 
for hioftelf imperkhable laurels, and Arnold displayed that resoluto 
and delenniii«d fertitade and bravery, that rewiered douUy odioiui 
his subsequent treachery* 

An accurate journal of the fixpeditsen^ compiled l^ Piestil^nt 
Allen, accompanied the puUioations abote, in tiie Qolleotione. . 

It is to be hoped, that this Society will renew its exertions, and 
furnish firesh contributions to our history and antiquities. 

The History of Maine by W* D« Williamson is a work of authority 
and vakie, and WiHtam Willis's History of Portland <;ontains much 
that is valuable. 

OBio.<*-The Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio was 
incorporated in the same year as that of Maine, and has published 
one volume* It contains aoiMig oth«r discourses one by Gen. Har- 
rison on the Aborigines of the Ohio Valley. The field is a rich one, 
thrown open in the history of that Valley during the successive pe* 
riods of its discovery and settlement by the French, followed by that 
of the English, with the war of 1756, and the American period, com* 
mencing with the Revolution. 

The literary and commercial capital of Ohio, Ctncmnatiy has a 
numerous, zealous, and welUinstructed body of literary men, and to 
them and to the Historical Association we may confidently look for 
investigation that will elucidate the yet unwritten history of th^ 
great valley* 

VniGnnA.^-The Virginia Society was organised in 18S1. Their 
only publication has been a thin 8vo., which contains among othsfs,* 
a paper of cwisiderable interest curiously illustrative of the senti.' 
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ments and customs of the early time in Virginia. It isrthe trial «f one 
Grace Sherwood for witchcraft, in 1705, in Ihrincess Anne Co., Va., 
in which the customary ordeal, the witchduck, Mras witnessed by the 
Court. So that Virginia divides the honors of this ancient belief in 
witchcraft with the more Northern and Eastern States, or rather it 
serves to show the prevalence of such notions in all parts of the 
country* I beUeve, too, that such trials were common in England at 
that time* 

Although the Virginia Society have been asleep since the publica- 
tion of this volume, recent movements indicate renewed vitality, and 
promise highly satisfactory results* Several memorials and papers 
have been addressed to the Legislature, through the cdumns of the 
Southern Literary Measenger, on tbe subject of their Colonial 
History* 

Kbntucky. — ^Its Society, founded and ineorporated in 1888, have 
collected considerable material for the early History of tbi West^ 
fragments of correspondenoe of the PicMieers^ and much, illustrative 
of the Border warfare, the irregular military history of that sectionu 

There is also a Socbty in lMniAKA» and one recently formed in 
MASYLAvn and in Iowa* All these have begim the woric of collect 
tioB and preservation, which, more or less vigorously prosecuted, will 
contribute much to relieve the labors of the future historian* 

The PsiTNSYLYANiA HistoHcal Society was established in 1825* 
Previous to that, in the year 1815, the Historical and Literary Com» 
mittee of the American Philosophical Society was constituted* with 
reference to enquiries indicated by its title, and led the way very 
successfully to the formation of the Historical Society, having im 
18 1& enriched American annals and stimukUbsd public interest by> 
publishing Hedcelweder^s account of the LkUan tribes which once 
inhabited Pennsylvania* 

The Historical Society signalized the first year of their existence 
by publishing a small volume of transactions, to which they have 
since added five or six other volumes embracing much valuable matter, 
and especially illustrating different settlements and prominent indi. 
viduals of their own State* 

They published nK>reover a translation by that learned and enthu^ 
siastic scholar and jurist M* Duponceau, of CampamusU history 
of the Swedish settlements in the Delaware, and more recently have 
given to the world an acute and critical pamphlet, to which a nsore 
detailed reference will hereafter be made, by John Pennington, a book* 
seOer in Philadelphia, which examtnei with much research and, 
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sionSf 

New Yokk.— We have reserved to the last the notice of the New 
York Historiccd Society, because it has more immediate relations to 
us than that of any other State. This Society was incorporated 
some 40 years ago. Its first projectors, who met together on SOtb 
November, 1804, were Egbert Benson, De Witt Clinton, Rev. Wm« 
Linn, Rev. Samuel Miller, Dr. David Hosack, Rev* John M* Ma8<»» 
Rey. John N. Aheel, Samuel Bayard, Peter 6. Stuyvesant, Anthony 
Bleecker and John Pintard. Of this distinguished band but tw<e 
survive — ^and one of them adorns as President one of the hi^^eil 
aeminariea of education in this state* 

For many years the Society, even with all the advantages of «ttoh 
auspices, struggled with many difficulties and viciasitudesi and was 
so poor in its archives and lilnrary, even as kite as 18 12, that Dr% 
John W. Francis, one of its enthusiastic roemberfy apfNr^nsive 
after the declaration of war against England in that year, that the 
treasures few but precious then ooUected, might be destroy^ed by m 
hostile attack on ^ city, conveyed ^em with hts own hands, it 
might almost be said on his own bac^E, to a place of security* On 
other occamona. both in personal exertion and peeumary expendi- 
tures, Dr* Francis contributed largely to sustain the in&nt society* 
Nevertheless, in 1811 the first vdume of Transactions was puUished| 
which very^fitly opens, after giving the Constitution of the Society^ 
with a discourse deliveied b^ the Rev. Dr. Miller on the 4th of S^ 
tember, 1809— being the completion of the second century since tha 
discovery by Hudsdn of the North River**-^nd designed to cooime- 
morate the event. It also repi:yi>Hshed VerrexaM6*s letter to Francis 
I., describing his discoveriee on the American coasts and the stitvoeal 
journals of Hudson's voyages. At unequal intervals the Society 
has continued to issue volumes of its transactions, which now aro 
numerous. 

Firmly established in ^e public favor, it is now enabled success^ 
fully to pursue its labors in the cause of historical and antiqiiAria« 
research^ It has been particulariy fortunate in securing many valu* 
able MSS. and has a library rich in bodes and maps illustrating ouv 
early annals. Papers that may hereafter prove 6f infinite service im 
determining important questions of fact, and which otherwise mighf 
have been lost, are preserved and rendered accessible.* 

* ProceedingB of the K. V. Hiftorical Society lor 1843. pp. 8 aad 9. 
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The 9Mi& has looked with tmch fkvor on the efforts e£ tbk Soei* 
ety, has made to it very considerable pecuniary grants, a^d on 
its suggestion^ caused to be published a series of valuable records that 
had remained almost inaccessible in the pubHc archives* This 
publication contains a mass of documents illustrative of the early 
part of our revolutionary annals, commencing witlt the first organ- 
ised resistance to the*^ colonial authorities, and ending with the journal 
of the Convention that formed the>Gonstitution of independent State 
C^vemment, comprising also' the period of the invasion of the State 
by Gen* Burgoyne and of his defeat and surrender on the plains of 
Saratoga. 

More important than this was the decision of the State, also adopt* 
ed on the suggestion of the Society, warmly seconded by the citizens 
at large, to send an agent to Europe for the purpose of obtaining 
copies of early colonial records in the custody of foreign governments* 

How ftttunately that" mission resulted, and how judicious the 
^oice of the Agent, Mr. Brodhead, all the country has heard, and 
the Stat€fof New York, and every other State, and the United States^ 
are gvaatly iricher in the mateiiate of history, which the intdiigent 
tabors of Mr. Bfodhead have seonred* 

The Soeisty had it in its power in 1830 to repay to the State in 
part the besefits it had received, fiur. the Legislature being dcsironsto 
print and pubUsb, for the first time, the journal of the Colonial As- 
sembly of New York, from 1763 to '75, the only known qopy in 
exist^ice was among tiie MSS. of the Historical Society, and 
Wiis fredy placed at the disposition of the Legislature* 

The library now contains about 10,000 bound volumes, of which 
600 aiie <^ pamphlets^ averaging 10 to each volume^-probably con* 
stituting a collection of tracts and pamphlets not surpassed in value 
or interest in any institution in the country. It has been well said 
that ^it is in these fugitive publications that much of the material of 
after history lies ; local history, politics, religion, the thoughts at 
individuals on the topics of the day, the workings of corporations 
and societies are embodied chiefly in them. In the pamflhlets of the 
last century, we find most that we have of the peculiar views of the 
Colonists, their opinions, their grievancesr the motives of dieir con« 
duct. From the ephemeral character of these publications, they are 
less fipeqaently preserved, while their value §or reference increasee 
with their scarcity."* In its collection of newspapers, too, the So« 
ciety is very rich, having between 5 and 600 volumes already bound, 

* Ftoceediftgs of 1W8. pp. 3M. 
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among which is the officid Parb Monitetir froai tim year *9A io 
ldl5> oantainiiig the history and inekbnts ^y by day of tfas Franoh 
Revolution, the Consulate, the Empire, the Overthrow and the fi6«. 
storation. There are oMUiy files also whidb «s yet are unbound* 

In MSS. of great historical importattcer tiie Society has been 
Aiost fortunate— the Gates papers in 22 vols., the Steuben papers ia 
16, the papers of Lord Stirling in 8, the Diary of DeWitt Olinton 
in 10^ — are among the nH>st important, and this is indeed one of the 
great benefits which the Society confers ; for very many individuals 
will deposit with such an institution family papers, which they would 
not willingly part with to other individuals. 

The N. Y. Historical Society holds out to us the greatest encoar« 
agement, for notiltng could be feebler than its beginning, asd nothing 
more gratifying than its present established utility aad progressiw 
efficiency* 

The History of New Jersey claims not less hoaor or justioe at the 
hands of her sons, than that of either of the States to which we have 
referred. Her escutcheon is stained with no crime against the abo» 
rigineSf with no persecution for conscience's sake of those who for 
conscience's sake had sought her shores. Planted origioally by the 
spirit of commereer^he benificent gonhis of civiUaatioa-^he policy 
qf her settlers was peaee^ industry, and extended intercouffse^ They 
grasped not at the possessions of othoini firflowied oat their Own quiet 
career, but though peaceful in iheit pursuits, mtd in charaelert they 
were ever ready to fiiriusk their fall ooatiftgent to tfaose wars, im 
whkh the amhitioti or the policy of the mother octanlry. invoked theif 
aid. As Colonists they were Ic^raland brave* Whandrhwb]^ 
oppression into lesistahofr^to thdm bait rem^mbertdknainfyepeettla- 
tive oppression, and of which they fcAtHfo faaBdshipe aad the^ wion^ 
rattier through sympathy witb their isistereokmies, than from any 
actual sufieiing of their own^ they proved tbemsetves as resolits and 
formidable in war, as they had been contenled and loyal in peace-^ 
and on their soil enphatically waaFceedom com^piBfed. 

A rapid survey of the past will make good this cizordiiin]. The 
first Europeans trho landed on the shores of New Jersey jistting 
aside the possible but unproved hypothesis that its coast had been vis.i 
ited by the Nordunen in the 10th century— were the companione of 
Hendriok Hudson, an English mariner in the service of the Dutch 
East India Company, who on 8d September, 1609, anchored his ves* 
sel called the Half Moon within Sandy Hook. Hie proud and aoi* 
bitious device of the Mahomedan crescent lyhen first displayed 
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agatast the Impernd City of Constantine donee imphcd orbem^ has 
been realized by the results of the voyage of this modest Dutch Half 
MooH^ a smaH vessel of about 60 tons burthen^-K>f which the first 
light cast upon these then desert and unknown shores, has gone on 
increasing till in rounding ita circle it has indeed filled the globe. 

In ascribing the first landing on our shores to the companions of 
Hudson, the coasting voyages of other preceding navigators along the 
American seaboard from north ta south, including that portion within 
which lies New Jersey, are not overlooked. Sebastian Cabot in 149S 
under the .flag of England, John Verrezanq in 1523 under the flag of 
France, and Stephen Gomez in 1524-^5 under the flag of Spain, all ran 
abngour coast ; but, excepting Verrezano, held no communication with 
the natives of this State. Yerrezano indeed saw^ ifkbout commimi^ 
eating with, the inhabitants-^for in his letter to Francis I; describing 
his visit to a great harbor and river, supposed to be that of New York, 
the numMK>U8 canoes rowing from shore to shore, and the friendly 
signs and shouts of the Indians inviting them to land and pointing out 
where the beat could best approach the shore, he says <<upon the 
sudden (as is wont io fiill out in sayling) a contrary flaw of winde 
eoming from the sea, we were enidrced to return to our ship, leaving 
this land to oar great discontentment, for the great commodity and 
[^easantnesse thereof, which we suppose is not without acune riches, 
ill the hills shewing Anneral masters in tbenh"* 

Terrezano left the hay without fiirtker attempt at intercourse wtth< 
tin natives^ and proceeded to Newport harbor, where he remained 
several ^ys and there, as en parts of the coast further south, held 
fireqoeirt communications wiUi the Indiana. 

To Budson then, as before stated, belongs the honor of levealing^ 
In tiie w<Mrld the region we inhabit, and the magnificent bay and river 
which eonstitttte onr Eastetn boundary. On Thursday, the Mi 
8eft.f Hudson brought the Half Moon into Sandy Hook, and the next 
day anchored over in what ia now called the Horse Shoe, in 4^ fit- 
thoms, two cable lengths from the shore, finding great store of salmon, 
mullets and rayes. In the course of the night his vessel drove 
airiiore» but without sufiering damage owing to the soft sand and 
ooae* In the meming the natives went on board, testifying pleasure 
at tiie anrival of the strangers and bringing gre^i tobacco. Some of 
&e crew went into the interior of what is now Monmouth Co., the 
next day and saw ** great store of men, women and children^ who 
give them tobacco on coming to land, and some dried currants, 

• N. Y. Historical CoUecaon, Vol. L p. 52. 
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(probably whortleberries.) The natives were dressed "some in 
manties of feathers and some in skins of diverse sorts of good furres. 
Some women also came to us with hempe* They had red copper 
totmeeo pipes and other things of copper they did wear about their 
neck.*** 

Unhappily thie goM understanding did not long remain undisturb* 
ed, for on the 6th day a boat with five men sent to sound the harbor 
northwards so as to prepare the way for ascending the great river, 
which they saw before them, having penetrated through the narrows 
and into the uppet bay, was, on her return, set upon by two canoes, 
the one with lH the other with 14 men — and night coming on ac« 
companied with rain, the match in the boat went out, and they could 
make only an unequal fight. One of the men, John Cotman, was 
olain by an arrow through the throat, and two others were hurt — but 
the boat, though unable that night, owing to the darkness, to find the 
ship, reached her the next day. The dead man was buried on Sandy 
Hook, which, in the Journal from which we quote, is called dolman's 
Point, in memory of their lost companion. Thus the first memorial 
of the white man in this State was a grave ! 

After repairing the vessel and thoroughly sounding the passage, 
Hudson on the 10th day began the ascent of the river which bears 
his name. As his ship advanced into the country, it became an object 
of aKemate wonder and terror to the simple natives. At one time 
regarded as a monster from the great deep, at another as an appcuri* 
tion from the world of spirits— 4he final conclusion seems to have 
been that it was a mighty canoe under the guidance of the Great 
Spirit and navigated l^ inferior divinities. We are told of the de* 
spatch of runners, a convention of Sachems and the reception of 
their presumed celestial visitant with propitiatory ofierings which, 
though the authority for it be tradition, wears sufficiently the sem* 
Mance of truth, to be adopted by the historian as probable.f 

Vanderdonk, who wrote in 1650 and had seen, and conversed 
with Indians that remembered the arrival of Hudson, states, that they 
had no knowledge of any previous visit of white men* Verrezano's 
voyage was 85 years antecedent, and it seems hardly probable, that 
if he had any communication with the natives, it shouhl have passed 
80 soon firom the memory of the tribes, and so entirely, as the surprize 
and terror at ^e approach of Hudson's ship indicate. 

The report made by Hudson to his employers led to immediate 

* Juet's Joumil t vol. N. Y. Historfcal Conectioiii, p. 134. 
t W1iitehMdB|89L«hftp.I. 
5 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 

plans ofcalomfcation» and the ^rst European seltiement in New 
Jersey was. by Dutch colonistsy probably about 1&J18, at Bergen^ 
From the name, it \9 conjecture^ that among the colonists were 
enough Norwegians to impose upon the new^settlementf the name of 
their own capital. For some time this was probably only a trading 
place for the Indians, The houses were placed near each other (or 
mutual protection, while farms were cultivated arpund the village* 
To this day there reside on some of these farmst the descendants of 
the race that there first entei^ upon the settlement of the wilder* 
nes^ occupying the same grounds and possessing many of the pecu- 
liarities of habits ami charac^ter which marked their ancestoirs.'*' 

And who were those ancestors ? It will appear hereafter that 
New Jersey was originally and wholly a Dutch colony. We ^re 
accustomed to hear in annual orations th<p praises of the Puritans of 
New England, and the boasts of their descendaAts^— which; can only 
become reproaches when the ^ce that utters them shall degenerate 
from the simple virtue of their progenitors. The courtly cavaliers of 
Virginia^ the tolerant Catholics of Marylan^y the self-denying Friends 
of Pennsylvania, the brave and suffering Huguenots of South Caro- 
lina, all have their eulogists — while the Dutdi ascestry of this and 
the adjoining State has been rather ridiculed than honored* 

Yet are they worthy of all honorable commemoration, for at the 
very moment when their merchants were founding settlements in this 
new world, the nation was struggling at home against the ipost pow* 
erful empire of Europe for the maintenance of long enjoyed and 
much cherished independence-*r*for religious and for civU liberty. 
A bigoted and bloody foe menaced both. Former friends and dsso* 
elates abandoned them, but faithful to their early history, and resolved 
to preserve and to transmit, the rights themselves hfid received, th^ 
bad for thirty years sustained the unequal conflict. Two millions 
of men, inhabiting a country of less than nine million acres of land, 
lagainst the most powerful nation of Europe ! A hollow truce of 
twelve years had suspended in 1609, the fierce contest, to be resumed 
again and carried on for twenty-seven years more, until, in X648, the 
treaty of Westphalia acknowledged the independence so long, and 
bravely vindicated. . ? 

By what miracle did tl^e^e feeble provinces resist the mi|^ty 
empire ? The answer, in the eloqaent language of anethert is thi^ 
<<it was by the wiU of Him wlio holds Iq his hai^d Ijbe destinies of 
mankind. He bade their gloomy climate produce a persevering 

♦ Whitehead MSS-cMp. I. 
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people, Whose indnetry no toil could abate, uliose fortitude no danger 
eoiild dismay* He gave them kaders sagacious, intrepid, active, 
unwearied, incorruptible* He, as of old, of the eater brought forth 
meat^ and from the strong sweetness. He gave them food from a 
lempeMnoiis ocean, and tr^usure from the jaws of devouring despeC- 
hm* But if, with reverence, we seek those causes to Avhich 
i^easbn may trace events/ we shall find the miracle we admire to 
faav# been the work of cdmmerce. From the sea they gathered 
means to defend the knd against hostik armies on one side, and 
against the sea itself on the other'; for ^he singukrity of their situ- 
ation exposed them alMie to be inundated and to be subdued. The 
sea which threatened, and still threatens to overwhelm them^ 
gave access to the riches of both the Indies* They pursued 
along that peribns road, the persecutors of mankind, and wvested 
from their grasp the unrighteous plunddr of ' Mexico and Poru* 
l%u^ surroanded i>y dai^r, impelled by want, inured ta toil, ani* 
mated by exertion, strengthened by faith, stimulate by hope, and 
exalted by religion, a few miserable fishermen, scatterad on a sterile 
coast, were converted into a race of heroes-* Tliey acquired pow^ 
m the struggle for existence, and wealth under the weight of taxation*'^ 

Such, gentlemen, were our Dutch anoestont, ^ho immediately afW 
concluding the twelve years truee came hither and brought with them 
their << skHl, their integrity, their liberty, and their courage.^'* Are 
Kot their memorials worthy of investigation and preservation, or can 
filial piety be more gratefully evinced than in seeking to collect and 
embody what may yet remain of authentic records of such a glorious 
race? v 

The l^tch W^ India Company in order to induce emigration to 
the New Ndtheriands, which inoluded New Jersey, made grants of 
large tracts «f land to those who would stipukte to establish colonist? 
upon them within a certain time**^these piioprietors were styled Pa- 
troons, and one of them named Miek^ PmtwbeesLtm possessor of the 
iikndaanct portions of the iMdn land from Bergen Point up to Hobo- 
ken» to whwh by latiainnf his name he gave . the general title of 
Pavonta* Many s^ttlemaals w«re made between « the Raritan and 
Haqkensadc rivtsw by the Butch, and the laws, usages and ianguage 
of thes&vpeople pnvaikd v«ry generally in East Jersey, till the flag^md 
antbority of HoHand wtfm in 1664 superseded by those of England* 
ladw the grant to the Didce 6f York by Charles II. i 

For fifty yeaxa the Datch had hiddttindispUtBd swa^ and if their' 

" Q w i ft p a ar lforrii*i ipMoh before Ni Y. Historical Society ft>r 1814) Yet. II. {i; fUt. 
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progress mNew Jdraey ivas notgiM^f nor tfaeir in|^rof»«i«iiUiiBofe 
exleB8ive» it amy benecouBted for in pigrt by the Indian hoBtiUtiai by 
which they were assailed* 

Of the names or numbers of the Indiaxk tribes within the Umiis of 
New Jersey, tiie accounts are imperfect and inmrtain. ▲ nanmtive 
of ^ery questionable authenticity, to which we shall hav^ oeoasion to 
refer hereafter, the description of New Albion hy Bemichainp Plan* 
tagenet, published in 1648, states that the natiyes here weed under 
the dominion of some 20 Kings or Chiefs. Twrive hundred were under 
the two Raritan Kings on the north side next to Hudson's river, and the 
whole number in the province while under the Dutch, did not [Hrobably 
exceed two thousand— they were of the Ltmni Lem^ or Delawares. 
<te the eaHy maps of New Jersey an Indian path is- designated as 
running from Shrewsbury <m the Atlantic in a north-westeiriy direc* 
tion, crossing the Raritan a little to the westw^d of Amboy (a cor* 
ruptton from the Indian word Ompoge,) and thence in a northerly di« 
rection traversing the whole State to Minisink Idand in the Belaware 
near our northern boundary*— thia was the great Indian thoroughfare 
from the interior to the Salt Sea, and is frequently referred to in deeds 
and records as the Minisink path.- With the tribes around them ibfi 
settlers in East Jersey seem to have lived in entire barmony-*-*a har- 
D^ony founded upon a commerce deemed reciprocal in advantages-^ 
whatever it, may have been in &ct. Every foot of the land they oc4 
eupied had beem bought of the Indians for prices with which tb^ 
were content, and the first disturbance of amicable relations c^me 
' from the South river, as the Dutch called the Dcbtwara^ in ctmtva^ 
distinction from the North or Hudson's river.* 

In pursuance of their plan of founding Commeroial Ooksues in 
America, the Dutch West India Company to whom in 1621 the States 
General had granted an immense tract of territory upon the Ameri^-^ 
can seaboard claimed in virtue of the discovery of HiMisen, despalcfa* 
ed an expedition under Cornelius Jacobus Mey, in 1623, with all the 
means 4^ founding a settlement. He entered the Sooth instead of tiie 
North river, gave to its northern Cape the name it still idniiai, and 
sailing up it as fer almost as the present site of FbHadeipbia^ be built 
Fort Nassau on the eai^m bank and at Ihe interseottcti wi& it of m 
small stream now known as Timber Creek a few mtlee 1^^ Ciim*' 
den»t How long Mey occupied Fort Nassan and what the cause of 
his departure, neith^ history nor tradition reeerds-»4Mit the next 
VBseBlwM^ arrived in the Ddaware eight years afieewardsfeund the 
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Fort in pofisession of the ladisiifl cmd the eountry abandoned by the 
colonists* But Moy left behind him a good namet and was lamented 
by the natives the more, from the contrast in charaeter and eondud 
<^ thoee who foUowed hinu* 

De Vriea in 1632 raaehed the Delaware) and hearing nothing of 
ftley's c<4ony he e9tdi>]ished himself on the west side of the river oa 
Lewis Creeky and the settlement te«k its name of Ho^enkill from 
discreditable incidents oonaeeted with the lamltng. Hating firmly 
seated his colony» De Tries i^tumed to Holland^ committing the 
government to one Ossety whose folly provoked the first Indian out* 
break. In token of the dominion of the States General, Osset bad 
caused the arms of Holland to be painted on tin and set up on a 
eolumo, in a conspicuous place* Struck with admiration f<Mr thia 
painted baufajle and ignorant of its symbolical meanings one of th« 
simple sons of the forest appropriated it aa a personal oinament« 
OisH lesented tMs as a national insidt» and so worried and frights 
ened the. Indians that they at last brought him the. head of tb» 
<^fonder«* It is related that the Dutch Govemor was shocked and 
grieved at such n result* wholly unwished for, as he pretesledy and 
unexpected ; but it sank deep in the hearts of the Indians* and 
although perpetrated by themselves^ the act was ascribed to the domi« 
neering influence of the stmnger, and bloody was the letribatiott 
they exacted. At that period of the year when the garriaon wan 
engaged in field labor% the Indians entered the fort* guarded by a 
single sentinel* on the usual pretea^t of trade, dew the soldier and the 
unsuspecting Govempf 4 than pouring out into the fieUH n a so a er e d 
indiscriminataly all the Eufopeaas* When De VrUs returned with 
firesh cokmists ia DeoembMr, 1082, he feond only the mutyaled bodies 
of his oountrymw and the ashes of their dweWn^B. Unafcte or on 
willing to take vengeancoi he was fiiin to pavdant and listened to the 
narrative of the i^ni^ler of his countryman as lelaied by the cfaisA 
who visited his ships. He renewed his treaty with then and then 
narroidy esaaped the iatn of Osset and his band. Distressed finr 
want of provisions^ he was persuaded by the Indians to aaeend the- 
river beyond Fmrt Nassau, and enter tiia Tinuneddll, now Cooper's 
ereekf wkeie they pnstended weea hrfe staves of mnixe, bnt where in, 
fact an ambush was planned to cut them off. They were finrewamed 
and saved by an Indian girl — a second Pocahontas — ^who went on 
board the vessel and revealed the plot ; informing them at the earns 
time that pravionsly a vessel and ciev (sup pose d te be from Vir« 

* GofdoD, p. 9. 
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ginia)* had been cut off there. De Vries returned to fbrt Nassau, 
which he found in possession of the Indians* He forthwith drove 
them out, but disappointed in his hopes, and too humane to be a con- 
queror of naked savages, he re-embarked k\\ the coloniffts, abandoned 
the settlements, and returned to HoHand, eafrr3nng back to the father* 
land, says a recent annalist of West Jersey, ^ 6ven the bricks he had 
brought where withal to build hocraes. ^f 

Thus, then, afler the expiration of twenty*five years from^ the 
discovery of the Delaware by Hudson, not a Europ^m remained 
upon its shores. 

These hostilities of the Indians on the Delaware which had in fact 
driven ftway the white man, led too soon to discontent and bloodshed 
against the Indians bordering on the Hudson. The colonists appear 
to have provoked here, as elsewhere, the anger of the natives, and in 
1640 an expedition was fitted out against the Raritan Indians, 
wrongfully accused of theft and other ofienoes, which led on their 
part to a dreadful retaliation, prindpally directed against the settler* 
en Staten Island ; the inhabitants were slaughtered and their dwell- 
iagt given to the flames. A general Indian war was the result. On^ 
the part of the Dutdi. authorities at New Amsterdam great dissimu- 
lation preceded the blow, for they directed that ^ kind intercourse 
and th0 usual trade in corn should continue with them sM before, until 
€k)d's win and a proper opportunity is offered.*' On the night of 
the 35th February, 1642, that opportunity, according to the judgment 
of Gov. Kieft came, and without notice or previous quarrel he sent 
over a detachment of soldiers to Pavonia and murdered eighty In- 
dians in their sleep, or as they sought to escape. ^ Worthy indeed 
of old Rome," says the indignant De Yries, then a member of Gov. 
Kieifs council and the only dissentient from thiA crime, ^ was their 
victory— to massacre a parcel of Imlians in their sleep, to take the 
diiklren from the breast of the mothers, to butcher ^them in the pre- 
atnee of thehr parents, and throw their mangled Imubs in the fire or 
the water. Other sucklings fiustmied to little boards were in that 
positiMi cot to pMcesw'' On the same night fbrty other Indians were 
massacred under like ctroumstancas at Covimr'a Hook. The orders 
finr this expedition, wUch are on record, weve <* to spare as much as 

* Pe Vries touched in Viigii^ftfter ahaiyloning the Delswwe, and was told hy the 
Goveroor that a sloop from there went to the Delawaie in 1633, and was never heard 
of more. Hence the conjecture, that this was the Testri referred to by the Indian 
wQnan«-*-*Dd Yjoif Joar^lada SimlreM 1I6S. Phil. iibnary» 4to. Mo. 1418^ p. — • 
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peiiiUe the wives fttid oliildreti and to teke the savagw prisonera.'* 
It would be gratefiii to ascribe thed^arrgard of these orders to iiidiw 
▼idual exasperation and brutality, but fbr tbe &ot that tbe parties 
concerned were rewarded for this service.* 

Tbe Indians every where retaliated, except tiiat mere busNUie than 
their Christian enemies, they spared women and children. In the 
following October they captnied a guard of soldiers in Pavoua and 
destroyed the colonists' houses. So serious were the con8e<|aenoes^ 
of this warfare that in March next year, the nuthorities of New Am* 
sterdam proclaimed a solemn fhst to avert the anger of JdioTah,and 
in the course of the fdlewing year peace was permanently re^ored» 
nor was it again seriously interrupted until theBiitish C<mquest« 

In West Jersey, nftdt the unsuccessfol att^npts of Jtfey and Do 
y ries to colonize the shi»es of the South river, ^e Swedes establiabed 
themselves on its western bank in what is now the State of Dela» 
ware, and a settlesoent was attempted on the easten shore by some 
English adventurers under a grant of Charles I. to the lord Palatine 
Plewden, of a region described as New Albion, and embracing the 
whole country from Long Island to Pennsylvania. Concerning this 
settlement, the first made by the English in New Jersey, very vague 
and contradictory accounts are given, and it is one of the problems 
which a New Jersey Historical Society may well propose to its^ to 
elucidate* AH that seems certain is, that such a charier was granted 
by Charles I* to Plowden, since a copy of it bearing date 21 Juae^ 
1634, ttdsts, and is published in Hazani's pamphlets, volume 37. Aft 
those who have written about New Jersey, also speak of it and of the 
attempts at colonization under it, but whether any actual settlement 
within New Jersey, waamade at all, seems unascertained. 

Smith says casually, that ^ the Dutch mention Sir Edward Pby* 
den as claiming property in the country under grant from James I." 
(it should be Charles I.) but gives no hint about any settlememt.f 

Gordon considers it probable that the New Albion Company aent 
out agents who visited different parts of the province, some of whom 
established themsdves there; that the Palatine and some of hi# 
friendsy among whom was i^antagenet, sought temporary cover jQrom 
the storm of civil war in England, amid the American wilds ; that n 
fort named ErewomeCf was erected at the mouth of Pensauckin creek, 
on the Jersey shore, and that there was a considerable setttemucit at 
Watcessi mr Oitigeaeing, the present site of Saleiny which was subse- 

* Whitehead's MS. quoting De Vries in N. Y. Hist. Col 
t Smith's New Jersey, p. 8i. 
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quently broken ttp by the united forces ef the Dutch and SiMet. 
No known vestige of tbese eettleaients remains and all in relation to 
their fate is conjeotoral.^ Bancroft, on the other hand» places the 
nowden settlement in Virginia. ^The favor of Staflbrd/* says he, 
<«had also obtained for Sir Ed. Ployden a gift of New Albion, or Long 
Island, with the country on the Delaware^ The Lord Palatine 
attempted a settlement; bat the want of a pibt compelled him to 
enter the Chesapeake, and his peeple were absorbed' in the happy 
prorince of Virginia. He was never able to dispossess the Swedes, "f 

This last remark seems in contradiction with the previous stat^. 
ment that the Plowden settlers were directed to Virginia, for tKere 
were no Swedes to dispossess, and the allegation that they were 
never able to dispossess the Swedes implies that they had been in the 
Delaware,-Hvhere only the Swedes were to be found, and made the 
the attempt to dispossess them* 

The authority quoted by Bancroft is nevertheless very explicit ; 
that of Winthrop4 the Historian of Bfassachusetts, who says under 
date of 1948, << Here (at Boston) arrived one Sir Ed. Ployden who 
had been in Virginia almost seven years. He came first with a 
patent of a County Palatine for Delaware Bay, hist wanting a pilot 
for that place he went to Virginia, and there having lost the estate 
he had bronghiover and all his people scattered from him, be came 
hither to return to England for supplies, intending to return and 
plant Delaware, if he could get sufficient strength to dispossess the 
Swedes." There is no trace known in any of the Virginia or 
Marykuid records of this settlement of Pbyden. 

A recent publioatioa, ** Mickle's Reminiscences of Gloucester,^' con* 
siders the attempt to erect a Palatinate on the Delaware as reid, and 
places the visit of Plantagenet, who came out in behalf of the Lord 
Palatine in 1636, antecedent to which time, (namely in 1683,) Capt. 
Young and Robt. Evelin, who figure as the chief witnessess to the 
admirable qualities of New Albion for a colony in Beauchamp Plan- 
iagenet's Description of the province published in 1646, ^ had settled 
themselves in the country of the Amarongs after whose Sakima, 
Edsiwoneck, they named their first fort.'' I^antagenet returned to 
Englaind without fidting in with hia countrymen^ but subsequently it 
is stated that sdmeMme before 1641, the Earl himself came to New 
Albion and he and the royal Phintagenet, marched, lodged, and 
cabined together among the Indians *^for seven years.'' flani 

* Gordon, p. 18. t Btacroft, V. IL pC 296. 

I Winthrop*8 Uist. Man. vol. II. p. 335. 
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tagenet's publication, however, is the authority relied on for these 
statements.'" 

Plantagenet's description of New Albion with Master Robert 
Evelyn's letter published in 1648, was republished several years ago 
in Washington by that indefatigable and intelligent antiquarian, Peter 
Force, Esq., — and this perhaps is the place to say of it, that a 
very caustic and shrewd examination of the pamphlet by John Pen. 
nington, a bookseller of Philadelphia, would seem to prove that the 
whole story of Plantagenet with the embellishments of Evelyn was a 
mere speculator's trick, somewhat akin in design to the fair lithograph 
maps of city lots in primeval forests, or unreclaimed salt marshes, 
which we have seen in our day exhibited, to invite settlers and pur* 
chasers to the new El Dorado.1[ 

Yet as late as 1784, after the revolutionary war and the complete 
and acknowledged independence of the United States, Charles Varlo, 
claiming to have purchased a share in the Palatinate of New Albion, 
came to this country to prosecute that claim, and investigate the 
amount and the whereabouts of the vast possessions included under that 
designation in the original grant of Charles I. He arrived in Phila» 
delphia and there applied to an eminent and well remembered jurist of 
that city, Wm. Ratde, E^q.f for his aid in making good the claim of 
the Palatines. It does not appear what steps, if any, were taken in 
the matter — but at any rate Mr. Varlo soon became discouraged, and 
returned to Europe ; the only memorials we have discovered of his, 
cona^rning this claim, are scattered passim in a queer book he pub- 
lished called ** floating ideas of Nature." He there describes his visit 
to New Albion in this wise. 

<* Most of the land toward the South East of the province frcmi 
Philadelphia to Cape May remains yet under wood, the soil poor, 
light and sandy, the inhabitants thinly strewed and not over rich. 
The North West side is rich and populous as most parts of America 
or England, being stocked with many good towns." In another place 
he thus adverts to the fate of the original settlement. "New Albion 
(corruptly called East and West Jersey) is one hundred and twenty 
miles square and was discovered and settled by Sir Edward Plowden 
with 500 men. The Earl of Albion gave it to liis seijond Son 
Edward, who with his family went to take possession, but they had 
not long been there, when the Indians came down and killed the Gov- 
ernor, his wife and children, all but two, and burnt the copy of the 

♦ Mickle, p. 25. 

t See John Pennington's Review, vol. IV. of Memoir of Hist. Soc. of Penn. 
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charter and the records of the grant and settlement.'* The original 
charter having been recorded in Ireland, and all trace of the settlement 
ui^er it in New Albion being obliterated, the memory of the grant 
was apparently lost, for Charles II- re^granted the whole territory to 
the Duke of York. Varlo discovering the record in Ireland thereupon 
became a purchaser under it. 

But of Varlo, as of the more high sounding Beauchamp Plantage- 
net, the Philadelphia bookseller John Pennington disposes as a cheat 
and an imposter, who was trying to make a speculation out of a 
worthless title. To finish the episode already probably too long, it may 
be added that in a MS. History of East Jersey to which we have 
had access, it is conjectured. " that the small English settlement near 
the present site of Salem, which the Dutch and Swedes, laying aside 
for a time their mutual quarrels, united to break up in 1641, was, with 
one or two otlier Companies subsequently dispossessed, all that consti- 
tuted Sir Edward Ploy den's colony of New Albion." 

From all this, it will be seen that although a settlement under the 
grant of New Albion was undoubtedly attempted, it remains for the re- 
searches of this Society to establish where it was, if at all in this 
State, and what its fate. Notwithstanding their first unsuccessful 
attempt, the Dutch renewed their projects of colonization on the Del- 
aware, on both banks of which for a time they were encountered as 
rivals by the Swedes, and Printz Hall on Tinnicum island corrupted 
from Tennekongf with the country now forming the southern part 
of the State of Delaware, displayed the yellow cross of Sweden, while 
to the forts at Nassau and Hoerenkill, on the Jersey shore, bearing the 
Lion flag of their High Mightinesses of Holland, the Dutch in 1651, 
added Fort Casimir which they built at Sandhocken^ the present site 
of New Castle in Delaware. Against the English however, both 
combined, and some hapless settlers, from New Haven in Connecticut, 
who, because for thirty pounds they had purchased from the Indians 
a large tract of land on both sides of the Delaware, went to settle 
there in 1642, were assailed by Swedes and Dutch under Kieft — their 
goods were destroyed and their persons imprisoned. The united colo- 
nieis of New England remonstrated in vain through Governor Win. 
throp, both with Kleft and Printz. The wrong was not repaired.* 

In 1650 these New Haven proprietors renewed their attempt and 
dispatched a vessel with 50 adventurers to settle on the purchased 
lands. This vessel put into New York, when its destination becom* 
ing known to the resolute Gov. Stuyvesant, he seized vessel and crew, 

♦ Gordon, p. 19, 19, &c. 
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and only released the latter upon a promise that tbey would leturn to 
their honies, giving them warning, that if caught hereafter on the 
Delaware tliey should be sent to Holland. The Colony of New Ha- 
ven continued to assert its claims by. representations to the Commis- 
sioners of the United Colonies, who in 1658 addressed a missive to 
Stuy vesant in which the Dutch rights on the Delaware were disposed 
of as " a mistake" and the rights of the New Haven men treated as 
too clear to need argument, a^d therefore requiring that they should 
be permitted peaceably to enjoy the same. Gov. Stuy vesant did not 
even vouchsafe a reply, which so exasperated the Connecticut men, 
that they would at once have resorted to hostilities, if they could have 
obtained any assurance of support from the other New England Col- 
onies. But the Plymouth Colony having declared that " they did not 
think it meet, to answer their desire in that behalf^ and that they 
would have no hand in any such controversy," the New Haven men 
were compelled to forego hostilities and no subsequent attempt was 
ever made by them to plant a Colony on the Delaware.* 

Stuyvesant's contemptuous silence when addressed in behalf of the 
New Haven pretensions, sprang from the confidence of recent con- 
quest and undisputed supremacy in the debateable region, for in the 
preceding year, 1664, he sailed on 0th September from New York with 
a fleet of seven vessels and a force of 600 or 700 men to overthrow 
the Swedes in the Delaware. The immediate cause of this expedi- 
tion was that the Swedes, irritated by the erection of Fort Casimir 
on what they claimed as their side of the river, had surprized the gar- 
risen, made prisoners of all who would not swear allegiance to Queen 
Christina, seized the goods and effects of the Dutch West India 
Company, and hoisted the flag of Sweden. Stuyvesant arrived be- 
fore the place on the 16th, summoned it to surrender, which after 
slight parley, it did, and in the course of a few days every part and 
settlement of the Swedes including Printzhof or Printz Hall on Tin- 
nicum island acknowledged the Dutch as conquerors, and so termina. 
ted forever the brief colonial power of Sweden on this continent. 

New Jersey, therefore, at the date of which we are speaking, and 
until the conquest by the English in 1664 was in all its borders a 
Dutch Colony both in settlers and government. 

But in the year 1664, Charles H. having granted to the Duke of 
York (his brother) the whole region from the western bank of the 
Connecticut river to the eastern shore of the Delaware, including 
Long Island, a fleet was fitted out with a considerable body of land 

* Gordon, p. 19. 
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forces, and although peace was then subaisting between England and 
the States General, the Commander, Col. Nicholls, was ordered to 
subdue all the region thus granted to the Duke. On the appear- 
ance of the fleet before New York, the spirited Stuyvesant strong in 
the right of his government and in his own stout heart, wished to 
make battle, but the inequality of forces was too great — the quiet 
burghers were less warlike than their Governor, and moreover the 
English oflered easy and honorable teri;ns of capitulation, and in Oct. 
1664, New Amsterdam became an English possession taking the 
name of New York in compliment to the Duke, as Fort Orange, 
of which the submission followed of course, took thatef Albany, the 
Duke's second title.* 

Sir Robert Carr with two frigates was sent to the Delaware 
where in like manner the English flag, was without bloodshed sub- 
stituted for that of Holland, and New Jersey, then forming with Nei^^ 
York one Colony, passed under the British rule. 

These violent proceedings led to immediate war between Great 
Britain and Holland, of which, however, the eflects did not extend to 
the region, whose forcible occupation by the English had occasioned 
it, for the Dutch made no effort to recover these colonies, and by the 
treaty of Breda in 1667 they were finally ceded in perpetuity to Great 
Britain. 

Col. Nicholls remained as the Governor of the province he had 
conquered, and seems to have been a wise and humane magistrate 
whose first care was to invite settlers and improve the country. 
Almost contemporaneously with, if not as one of the conditions of, the 
grant to the Duke of York, the Duke made a separate grant of that 
part of his domain which constitutes New Jersey, to Lord Berkely 
and Sir George Carteret. The first care of these new Proprietors 
was to prepare and publish concessions and agreements, by the liber- 
ality of which they hoped to attract many adventurers to the new 
land of promise. 

But before apprized of the subordinate grant to these noblemen by 
the Duke of York, Nicholls the Governor, following out with eager 
loyalty his purpose of making the colony of the Duke bis master as 
prosperous and profitable as possible, had granted licenses to various 
persons to make purchases of lands from the Natii^es. It was in 
virtue of such a license that the three townships of Elizabeth town, 
• Woodbridge and Piscataway were settled by some people from 
Jamaica, L. I., the two Dentons, Bailey, Foster, Watson, and others. 

♦ Gordon, p. 20, 1. 
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Their deed from the Indians, MaUano^ Manatoane, and Conascomon, 
chiefs dwelling on Staten Island, is dated 28th October, 1664, and 
the tract they purchased for sundry good*, cloth, powder, guns, wam- 
pum, but no liquor, ^valued altogether at £36 14s., was thus bounded : 
" one parcel of land, bounded on the south by a river commonly 
called the Raritan, and on the east by the river which parts Staten 
Isliuad from the main, and to run northward up Arthur Cull Bay till 
we come to' the first river which sets westward out of the bay afore- 
said, and to run westward into the country twice the length that it is 
broad from the north to the south, of the afoi'ementioned bounds.'''* 

Unfortunately, these settlers under purchases from the Indians and 
Gov. Nicholls's license^ were early involved in difficulties with the 
Lords Proprietors and those deriving under them, and hence arose a 
bitter, vindictive and yet undetermined series of law proceedings 
relative to land titles in this part of the State not unaccompanied 
with riots and bloodshed. Our historical annals^ however, have 
derived benefit from the contipoversy, for the famous Elizabethtown 
bill in Chancery drawn up by James Alexander and Joseph Murray, 
of counsel for the^'Earl of Stair and other Proprietors of East Jersey 
against certain persons at Elizabethtown, distinguished as the 
Clinker-lot right men, and the answer to the bill on behalf of the 
men of Elizabethtown prepared and signed by William Livingston 
and William Smith, Jr., which were published — the first in 1747, the 
the latter in 1752 — have perpetuated much both of the early history 
and tradition, respecting the settlement of this part of the State. 

The concessions of the Proprietors were remarkable for their com* 
plete acknowledgement of that principle, the practical violation of 
which subsequently led to the American revolution— the indissoluble 
connection between taxation and representation. The Governor and 
Council) though themselves nominated by the Proprietors, were re- 
quired **not to impose nor st^er to be imposed, any tax upon the 
provinee or ihhahitcmts, other than that imposed by the General 
Assembly.^^ t 

When to this it is added that the most entire liberty of religious 
worship was stipulated under the sole restriction of not using that 

* It may be noted here as a philological curiosity that Arthur CuU bay, alluded to In 
the deed> is thus explained : Kull is the Dutch word for kill or creek, and was applied 
to the water which separates Staten Island from the main. The settlements on the 
opposite side were said to be ahter, behind or beyond. AH the region was in Dutch 
parlance known as Ahter KuU, or beyond the kill, The English converted this de* 
scriptive phrase into a proper name. 

t Gordon, 25,6. 
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liberty to licentiousness, Jior to the civil injury or outward disturbance 
of others, and that the laws of England guaranteeing to every man 
the possession and enjoyment of his own labor were in force, it will be 
readily perceived how great inducements were offered to settlement. 

In farther elucidation of the just and honest spirit in which the 
Proprietors desired to enter upon their domain, it is to be Btated that 
the first article in the directions of Berkely and Carteret for the gov* 
ernment of New Jersey, (dated in December, 1672,) declares '< that 
the land (though ceded in full title by the crown to the proprietors) is 
to be purchased by the Governor and Council from the Indians," and 
it is the proud boast of our State, that every foot of land within it, 
has, in the spirit of these directions, been purchased from the native 
owners.'" 

In August, 1665, Philip Carteret with a company of thirty settlers, 
arrived at Elizabethtown, which he called after his brother's wife, 
the lady Elizabeth, though the CUnkerAat men of Elizabethtown, 
in answer to the bill in Chancery, insist that they gave the name to 
the place in honor of the great Queen Elizabeth — an afterthought 
probably put forth to gain the credit of loyalty and some consequent 
advantage in their suit. 

Governor Carteret had a troublesome colony, which finally broke 
out in open revolt, (1672,) imprisoned officers, confiscated their 
estates, and forced him to fly the country. A most unexpected event 
at this juncture, the re-conquest of New York by the Dutch in 1673, 
led to the consequent subjugation of New Jersey. But the Dutch 
commander exhibited sreat moderation and the peace of London in 
1674, having restored the colonies to the crown of England, matters 
went on as before. 

In 1675, Philip Carteret returned, and professing to desire a har* 
monious intercourse with the people, who in the interval of his absence 
had tasted some of the evils of conquest and suffered under the de- 
spotism of Andross, appointed Governor of New York immediately 
ailer its restoration to the British crown, were well content to take 
back their dd governor and to trust in his promises, and for several 
years the only material disturbances arose from Andross, who resisted 
the attempts of Carteret to render Elizabethtown a rival with New 
York, for the direct trade to England and to the West Indies, and 
carried his high handed measures so far as to send an armed force 
over to Elizabethtowny seize Carteret in his bed, and convey him a 
prisoner to New York. 

* Learning & Spicer, p. 37. 
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The disappointment of Berkely in the riches he hoped to draw 
from New Jersey, and circumstances of private embarrassment, caused 
him to sell his portion of the territory, and that half of the State 
now constituting West Jersey was sold to two Quakers, John Fen- 
wick and Edward Byllings. Fenwlck, in 1675, sailed from London 
to the Delaware, in the first English vessel that came to New Jersey 
with emigrants, and made a prosperous landing at Salem, which hd 
so named from its peaceable aspect. Very many Quakers, to escape 
from persecution at home, joined these Colonists, and they constituted 
the largest portion of the settlers in West Jersey.* 

In East Jersey the liberality of the concessions had attracted many 
settlers from New England. Newark was settled in 1666, an<l on 
the llth July, 16,67, the Indians sold to the new comers the tract of 
land " bounded by the bay eastward, and the great river Pesayak 
northward, the great creek or river in the meadow running to the 
head of the cove, and from thence bearing a west line for the south 
bounds, which said great creek is known by the name of WeequaMckf 
in the west line backwards in the country to the foot of the great 
mountain called Watchung." 

** The consideration," says the MS.-j- from which we take these 
facts, " for which the tract now so highly cultivated, and adorned 
with the snug cottage of the farmer, the splendid villa, the thriving 
village and the growing city, was relinquished by the Indians, con- 
sisted of fifty double hands of powder, one hundred bars of lead, 
twenty axes, twenty coats, ten guns, twenty pistols, ten kettles, ten 
swords, four blankets, four barrels of beer, ten pair of breeches, fifty 
knives, twenty hoes, eight hundred and fifty fathoms of wampum, 
twenty ankers of liquors, or an equivalent, and three troopers' coats." 
The purchasers were Connecticut men, most]3r from Milford, Branford, 
and the neighboring towns, and they gave to this new settlement the 
name of Milford, which afterwards was changed to that of Newark by 
th& Rev. Kk B. Pierson, their first minister, who had been ordained in 
Newark, England. The Connecticut settlers brought with them a 
spirit of religious intolerance strangely in contrast with the perfect 
religious freedom guaranteed by the concession of the Proprietors. 
Before setting out for their new home, the emigrants from Branfbrd 
held a public meeting (Oct. 30, 1668) at which they adopted two 
fundamental agreements touching their new design : 1st, that no one 
should be admitted freeman or burgess of their new settlement, who 
was not a member of one or the other Congregational churches, nor 
* Gordon, p. 38. t Whitehead MS. 2. chap. 
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be eligible to any office, nor have a vote ; but they niight enjoy all 
other civil liberties and privileges subject to such laws as now are 
ot hereafter may he in force. 2d, that provision^ be made for main- 
taining in its purity the religion professed in the Congregational 
Churches.* 

Various grants to different individuals continued to be made from 
time to time by the Proprietors, but in every instance the Indium title 
was also purchased. As for instance, "all the meadows lying south 
of a line drawn from the Hackensack to the Passaic, seven miles 
north from their intersection (comprising 5,308 acres of upland and 
10,000 of meadow,) were granted to Capt. William Sandford, for JS20 
per annum forever, in lieu of the quit rent of a half penny per 
acre." But he also paid the Indians in guns, powder, breeches, and, 
alas ! ankers of brandy, for their right in the soil. It is said of this 
Capt. Sandibrd, that "he was not willing to accept of any office in 
the Commonwealth," a reluctance which in our day and generation 
seems almost incredible.f 

* Newark was settled after Elizabethtown, and to the answer to the famous bill in 
Chancery is annexed the affidavit of an old man named Joseph Woodraff relating the 
manner in which he had heard Gov. Treat, of Connecticut, describe the settlement of 
the line between the two towns. ^ 

The line was settled in so solemn and loving a manner that he (Gov. Treat) thought 
it ought never to be removed, for that he himaell being withlhem at that time prayed 
with them on Dividend Hill (so called) tbat there might be a good agreement between 
them, and that the line was to run North-west from that hill. The Governor said, after 
the agreement Mr. John Ogden bemg one of the first purchasers prayed among the 
people and returned thanks for their lovmg agreement. 

" It is gratifying," says our MS. history "in these days of scoffing and of change to know 
that the hope of these worthy ijaen has been realized. Dividend Hill is now as then 
the recognized boundary between Newark and Elizabethtown, and the passer from one 
to the other as he crosses the stream known as Bound Creek from the lines following it 
to the bay, may see near its head the scene of this solemn and loving proceeding — f he 
Hill sanctified by prayer." 

Perhaps no more appropriate place than this may offer to exjiress the hope that the 
publication of this MS. history of East Jersey from its settlement to the surrender of the 
government to th« King in 1702, by one of our members— and as I am authorisQ^ in 
saying placed by him at the service of the Society, may at an early day signalize our 
active existence. It is most carefully and elaborately prepared by a native of the State, 
who at his own expense caused to be transcribed as an appendix to his work, the very 
rare little book of Scottof Pittlockie published in 1685. 

t Concerning a portion of the early settlers of Bergen while still under the Dutch 
authority or just after the surrender of New York to the English, there exists a tradition 
somewhat to this effect : That among the soldiers of Stuyvesant who were transplant- 
ed to Bergen, were some of Moorish race, whose peculiar complexion, physiognomy 
and characteristics are, it is alleged, yet to be traced m their descendants to this day— < 
the swarthy complexion, the sharp, dark eye, and curling black hair — so opposite to the 
ruddy color, the light eyes and fair hair of the Hollander. 

To account lor the preMQCQ of men of Moorish race in the DuKih wrmies, it is 
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The settlements in East Jersey increased rapidly. Tbe easy 
terms upon which lands were acquired, the salubrity of the climate 
aod fertility of the soil, attracted adventurers ; and it is recorded by 
an old historian"" that it was thought by some, worthy of the name 
of Paradise, because, in addition to its natural advantages, it had na 
lawyers, no physicians and no parsons *f 

In West Jersey Andross sought to assert the extremest authority of 
collecting taxes from the people, as though it were a part of the prov- 
ince of New York, and there is not on record at that period — hardly 
at any subsequent period-^a more spirited and forcible argument in 
favor of the great principle that no taxes can be justly imposed 

pretended that after the expulsion of the Moors from Spain, a portion of those who had 
been soldiers, were embodied into or annexed to ths Spanish regiment; that some of 
these were stationed in the Spanish Netherlands, keeping up their own race ; and that 
finally when those countries threw off the yoke of Spain and conquered their own 
independence, the desnendants of these Moors passed to the service of Holland, and 
thus fonned part pf the force under the command of Stuyvesant in this New World, 

Altogether the tradition is curious, and though Surrounded with many difficulties and 
80 far as I have been able to investigate, not resting on any historical authority, is jier* 
haps not unworthy of the investigation of the Society. 

Two things are certain. That there is such a tradition, and that there is between 
f^ome of the old families of Bergen, all equally Dutch in name and tongue, a marked 
difference in complexion and phyiiognomy. 

* MS. quoting Oldmixon's BrL Empire, L 144. 

t George Scot, of Pitlochie, who in 1685 published a volume entitled "the Model of 
the Government of the Province of East New Jersey in America," thus sensibly dis- 
courses concerning the province : "We wiU not encourage any to go there in the exr 
pectation of gold and silver mhies ; yea, though there were such in the country, we 
should not be curious nor industrious to seek them out, being, besides the toyl and la- 
bour, but occasions for envy and emulation. Nor yet is there sugary nor indigo^ nor 
cotton, nor any 6tore of tobatco, tlio' it grows there very well. But we consider it not 
our interest to employ much ground in it. The Riches of this country consist of that 
which is most substantial and necessary for the use of man, to wit, plenty of com and 
cattle. They have besides vines and fruits in abundance, as has been before said, lo 
that those who dwell here need not be obliged to any other plantation for tmy thing 
necessary for life, and all other plantations are beholden to them for necessaries, 
without which their other curiosities would little avail them. This, with the province 
of N6w York, being the granary or stor6-house of the West Indies, without which ; 
Barbadoes and the Leeward Islands could not subsist ; for New England is^orced to 
come there every year for corn. This, with the advantige of fishery being considered, 
virill easily induce sober and industrious people to prefer a plantation here to most other 
places." 

Many curious letters, from persons settled in New Jersey, particularly in and around 
Amboy, are embodied in Scott's book ; all tending to explain away objections and in vita 
settlers from Scotland. One of these, of 9th March, 1695, from James Johnson to his 
"Kind Commorad," Alex. Hendeison, in Edinburgh, written from his plantation at 
the " blew hills in East Jersey," says, with an odd approximation, " there is nothing ' 
here to discourage us ; Quakers are not numerous; and wolves are so far from troubling 
men, that if a man shall lay a glove upon a carcass, or their prey, they will yell, but 
not come nigh it." 

7 
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without the consent of those who are to pay> than was exhibited in 
the memorial of the New Jersey colonists, addressed to the British 
Crown, against the pretensions of Andross. It is the more remark- 
able as having been prepared by Wm. Penn, Hutchinson, and other 
Quakers.* 

Encouraged by the success of their brethren in West Jersey, other 
Quakers purchased East Jersey, which by the demise of Carteret and 
the necessity of sellii^ his property, was up for a purchaser, and 
Robert Barclay of Ure, the famous Quaker author and apologist, was 
appointed first Governor of East Jersey ; and under the steady rule 
of these disciples of Peace, both the Jerseys looked for tranquil and 
prosperous days. But when James H. ascended the throne,t unmind- 
ful of his engagements as Duke of York, his constant effort was to 
annul the charters of the American colonies, and to convert them all 
into Royal governments. Wearied at once with struggles at home 
against the claim to Royal prerogative, and in the Jerseys with the 
searching and critical spiiit of the colonists, the propietors at length 
surrendered their rights of government, retaining their rights of 
property in New Jersey. The bargain, however, was not consum- 
mated 'till the next reign,:): and then Queen Anne united the two Jer- 
seys into one, and of that and of New-York constituted her kinsman,^ 
Ed. Hyde, Lord Cornbury, grandson of Clarendon, Governor ; and the 
commissions and instructions which this first Royal Governor re- 
ceived, formed the constitution of the province till it became an inde- 
pendent State. In most of the essentials of freedom, it fell far short 
of the more liberal provisions of the Concessions of the Proprietors, 
Liberty of conscience was refused to papists, and the popular House 
was subjected to the control of the Governor, both by an unqualified 
veto and an unlimited right to adjourn the Legislature at pleasure. 

Owing to these causes, among others. New Jersey did not continue 
to advance as rapidly in population as at first, but still by emigration 
and by natural increase its population went on.§ 

It is quite impossible, within the limits of such a discourse, to give 
even a sketch of the successive Royal Governors, or of the gradual 
development of the spirit which ultimately led to the independence of 
all the colonies* Lord Cornbury was a weak and profligate noble- 
man, who, after a troubled and discreditable career, was displaced by 
the Queen, and being no longer in office, was thrown by his creditors 
in New-York into prison — from which he was only released by sue 
ceeding, on the death of his father, to the peerage, and thus stepping 

♦ 1630 : Gordon, p. 40-2. 1 15 Feb. 1635. 1 1702. ^ Gordon, p. 67. 
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from a colonial jail to a hereditary seat in the British House of 
Lords.* Among the Governors who succeeded him, of one only, 
Brigadier Hunter, has the memory been preserved by popular affec- 
tion ; but he seems, during his administration of the colonies, for 
nine years, from 1710 to 1719, to have conciliated the regard of the 
governed with a faithful discharge of his duty to his sovereign. 'Die 
Assembly of New Jersey presented him an address on his departure, 
in which his administration is characterized as ** a continued series of 
justice and moderation" ; and in the same tone the New York Assem* 
bly said to him, << You have governed well and wisely, like a/ prudent 
magistrate, like an affectionate parent. "f 

For several 3^ars New Jersey, as a smaller State, had sufi^red in- 
convenience, if not loss, by being under the same government with 
New York. The residence and interests of the officers of govern* 
ment were more in New York than in New Jersey, and the Assembly 
of the State had in consequence petitioned the Home government for 
a separation of the colonies intotwo distiiict governments. In 1738 
this was granted to the intercession of Mr. Lewis Morris, a native of 
New Jersey, who returned with a commission to himself as first Gov- 
ernor of the separate colony. He was most cordially received by the 
Legislature, a grant of jS500 to defray his expenses while abroad, 
was imnlediately voted, and his salary was fixed at j&l,000 per an- 
num. But this good understanding was of short duration. Mr. 
Morris, who had been very much of a patriot when in opposition to 
Royal Grovernors, become a Royal Governor himself, was overbearing 
and exacting in an extraordinary degree, and the whole of his short 
subsequent career was one of discord with the Legislature. He died 
in 1746, and the widow of him whose accession to the government 
had been hailed as a blessing, applied in vain to the Assembly for the 
payment of arrears of her husband's salary.:]: 

The period following the rule of Governor Morris, was one in 
which both foreign war and domestic disturbances agitated New 
Jersey. In 1744 open war broke out between England and France, 
in whieh of course the colonists were involved-^and it is a somewhat 
remarkable fact, considering how large a portion of the more recent 
*1709. t Gordon, 91. 

X Here is another topic of investigation for the Society ; the first native Governor* 
hailed as a benefactor and a friend at his accession, after a brief career descending to 
an unhonored grave, amid the maledictions of the people whose idol he had been. 

There mutt, in snch a life and such a fate, be much to instruct and to warn ; and 
there are so many descendants of his name, that it seem^ hardly doubtful that wilh 
diligent application, papers and memorials of that period may be rescued from destruc- 
tion, that would throw light upon the motives and character of Governor Morris. 
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otters were Quakers, that a most ready alacrity to supply its portion 
of troops and money to the common efforts of the colonies, were 
znanifested. 

For the successful attack on and conquest of Cape Breton and its 
capital, liouisburg-i— organized and accomplished by " a trader on the 
Piscataqua," as Gordon calls hip, Mr. Pepperel,in 1745 — this State 
yoted J£2OO0.for supplies; and when in the next year the conquest 
of Canada was determined on, the Legislature ordered a levy of 500 
men, and so great was the zeal of the colonists that in less than two 
months 660 offered for enlistment ; five companies were formed and 
put under the command of Col. Peter Schuyler, (erroneously called 
Philip, by Gordon,) who proceeded with his command to Albany, but 
owing to the failure of the home goverament to supply forces from 
Europe, the expedition was abandoned ; there was such tardiness in 
providing for the pay of this regiment that in 1747 it mutinied, and the 
discontent was only appeased by the liberality of their Colonel, who 
out of his own means, advanced several thousand pounds for them* 
The peace of Aix la Chapelle in 1748, put an end to hostilities in Eu- 
rope and Atnerica, and to the great discontent of the colonists, surren- 
defred, almost withotit an equivalent, the conquests made solely by 
theii; arms^and means of Cape Breton and Louisburg.* 

In 1745 the County of Essex, and some adjoining parts of Middle- 
sex, Morris, and Somerset, became the scene of an association'f not un- 
like in principle or practice, but with more show of right and title, 
the Anti-Rent Associations which are now organized and injuriously 
efficie^nt in the neighboring State of New York. Reference has hereto- 
fore be^n m^de to the famous Elizabethtown bill in chancery and to the 
circumstances which gave rise to the controversy about land titles, of 
which that forms one of the memorials. For many years the con- 
test between the grantees of Carteret and of the Elizabethtown claim- 
f^nts under the Indian title confirmed by Governor Nicholl, had 
slept ; but about this time:): it was revived, and some suits for the re- 
povery of quit rent, and actions for ejectment havii^ been instituted, 
the claimants under the Indian title associated themselves for defence, 
pet at defiance the laws, and in the month of September 1745, broke 
open the jail of Essex County and liberated a person imprisoned at 
the suit of the proprietors, and according to Gordon, " for several 
years thereafter, all persons confined for like cause, or on charge of 
high treason and rebellion for resisting the laws, were released at the 
will of the insurgents; so that, in this respect, the arm of govern- 
* Gordon, p. 107. t Anti-Rent A»ooiation. Gordon, p. 109. 1 1745. 
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ment was wholly paralyzed. Persons Who had long held under the 
proprietaries were forcibly ejected ; others were compelled to take 
leases from landlords whom they were not disposed to acknowledge 
whilst those, who had the courage to stand out, w^re threatened with, 
and in many instances received, personal violence."* 

The proprietors appealed for protection to the Governor and Coun- 
cil, and they prepared and sent to the Assembly a bill making it 
felony without the benefit of clergy, for a tumultuous assemblage of 
twelve or more perfeons, not to disperse on the due requisition of the 
civil authority. The Assembly here again sympathized with the 
rioters, and refused, to legislate against them. Appeals and repre- 
sentations were made to the King, each party seeking to criminate 
the other, and for a long series of years, the State was disturbed by 
the lawlessness of these anti-rent associations.f 

The^ wars of the mother country soon again involved the coloniesi 
and none more ardently than NeW Jersey in its military adventures. 
The peace of Aix la Chapdle was but a hollow truce, and especially, 
in America was it early disregarded. The French, in two years^ter 
its signature, entered upon active and systematic measures,^ to alien- 
ate the Indians from the British interest, and to extend their own 
possessions and influence in the valley of the Mississippi, aiming at 
a connected chain of posts from the St. Lawrence to the Mississippi. 

In 1754 open hostilities commenced in America ; though not till 
two years afterwards, in 1756, was war avowedly declared in Europe, 
New Jersey was again in the field with her regiment under its old 
Colonel, Schuyler, and was liberal in her supplies of money. The * 
defeat of Braddock in July 1755, had let loose the Indians upon the fron<^ 
tier, and a, remorseless war was carried on by them.§ Even the 
Delawares, heretofore ever faithful and friendly, were swept away in 
the general Indian defection ; and being eagerly employed by the 
French, they laid waste whole regions in Pennsylvania and on the 
northern borders of New Jersey, inhabited by those who had loaded 
them with benefits. The people of the country fled at the approach 
of the savages, and abandoned every thing to their fury. To crash 
this barbarian inroad, Col. Schuyler with his regiment then lying 
idle at Oswego, on the frontier of New York, was recalled and em- 
ployed to guard our own. This duty they accomplished, and when 
again ordered to the north in the spring of 1756, their place was sup- 
plied by a force raised for the purpose, of 250 men. In the ensuing 
campaign Schuyler and one half of his regiment, forming part of the 

* Gordon, p. 109. t Ibid. 1 1750. ^ Gordon, p. 122. 
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garrison of Oswego, were made prisoners, when that post was cap. 
tured hy Montcalm,* and sent into Canada. He was discharged on 
parole, not to serve again for eighteen months ;f but New Jersey infi- 
mediately filled up the regiment to its full compliment with new re- 
cruits, and placed it under the command of Col. Parker. It how- 
ever so(m shared the fate of its predecessors, for it ^oo fell into the 
hands of the French — being part of the command of Col. Monrdcr 
who with a force of 3000 men, held Fort William Henry, on the 
southern shore of Lake George — but was compelled, after six days* 
investment, to surrender to Montcalm, who was at the head of 9000- 
regulars, with a large number of Canadians and Indians. The bar- 
barities committed by the latter, remain a reproach to the other^vise 
gallant Frenchman whose name is associated in glory with that of 
his subsequent conqueror on the plains of Abraham, Wolfe. The 
victor and the vanquished are both immortalized by death joyfully 
accepted in the discharge of their duty. 

When the news of the investment of Fort William Henry reached 
New Jersey, 1000 volunteers marched to the rescue of the place. Toa 
late to save it, their presence however, and that of other troops, served 
to restrain the victorious Montcalm. The Jersey regiment was soott 
after released on parole, not to serve during the war ; and being use- 
less, was disbanded by the Assembly. Of the gallant officer wha, 
during this stormy period, commanded the New Jersey regiment. Col. 
Peter Schuyler, a brief notice cannot be otherwise than acceptable ; 
nor, I may hoi)e, without effect in leading to a more detailed biogra- 
phy of a man distinguished alike by his martial prowess and his rare 
disinterestedness in public station. 

Sprung from a long line of honored ancestors of the sturdy Dutch 
race, whose characteristics have already been referred to— of whom 
the first came to America about 1632, with the Patroon Van Rensse- 
laer, the only one of the Patroons to whom lands were granted, who 
took possession of them in person— he seems to have inherited all 
the high qualities of his race. 

Philip Peter Schuyler, the founder of the family on this continent, 
early settled himself on the banks of the Passaic, whence his son 
Peter, born in 1657, removed to Albany, and became the first mayor 
of that city. He was the grandfather of General Philip Schuyler of 
revolutionary renown. 

Another son, Arent, remained in New Jersey, intermarried with a 



* Capture of Jersey regiment 1756. 
t Gordon, pp. 126,7,8. 
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daughter of the family of Frdinghupsen,* and from that stock de- 
scended the Peter Schuyler to whose career we are now referring. 

Possessed of wealth, and enjoying ease and consideration, the war 
which broke out in 1744-5, at once called Col. Schuyler to the ser- 
vice of his country. He marched to Albany, and was for two years 
and more With his regiment on the frontier of New York. Inactive, 
because of the ill-concerted measures of the campaign, want of em- 
ployment and want of pay drove the Jersey regiment in 1747 into 
mutiny. This was subdued by their Colonel ; who then from his 
own private means advanced several thousand pounds to pay his 
brother soldiers. 

On the return of peace in 1748, he relinquished his command, and 
was again a private citizen, residing partly in the city of New York 
and partly on the Passaic. But when the war of 1756 broke out, 
New Jersey again claimed his services, again entrusted her fighting 
men to his lead and command. On the 9th July 1758, Braddock's 
fetal field was fought. Col. Schuyler, with his regiment, was at that 
time on his march for the northern frontier of New York, and reached 
Oswego on the 20th, and formed part of the garrison on that exposed 
post. 

Gen. Shirley, the commander-in-chief of all the English forces' in 
America, having summoned a Congress of the Governors of the dif- 
ferent colonies, and other notables, to assemble at New York in 
December 1755, to consult about the state of public aflfairs. Col. Schuy- 
ler attended as a member, and took part in the deliberations. 

Returning thence to his regiment still at Oswego, he remained 
there 'till the place was attacked and ultimately compelled to surren- 
der to the superior force of the French general, Montcalm. Col. 
Mercer, the chief in command in the fort, being killed by a cannon 
ball. Col. Schuyler succeeded him as commander, but was obliged to 
surrender on 14th August, 1756. 

The officers and soldiers of the garrison were sent prisoners to 
Quebec, but Col. Schuyler was soon released on parole, with the con- 
ditior, that if no suitable exchange should be made for him, he would, 
on being summoned, return to captivity. His welcome home was 
enthusiastic. It is recorded that "on account of worthy. Colonel 
Peter Schuyler's happy return to New York on 21st November, sev- 
eral houses were illuminated, and on the 27th the Colonel arrived at 
home in Peterborough, New Jersey." 

* This, on further investigation, proved to be an error, arising from some siimlarity of 
name — the lady was a DvyJfhuisen, not a Fr^inghuysen. 
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The war was still in progress, but our brave soldier was on parole^ 

and his men were yet prisoners. As the condition of affairs' became 

more menacing, for the French early in 1758, and at the moment when 

Sir Wm. Johnson, with his Indians, was about being let loose upon 

Canada, the French commander, as it is written in the language of 

that day, " sent to demand the brave old Peter Schuyler of New Jersey^ 

as no person had been exchanged for him." The old soldier, true as 

brave, hesitated not a moment ; he ha9d passed his word, and like 

Regulus of old, a glorious exile, 

** Dimovit obstantes propinquos, 
£t populum reditus morantem/' 

he thrust aside his opposing neighbors, and the people who would 
delay his return, and went back to captivity. Great efforts were 
made for his release both by the colonial government and the home 
government. 

The following extract of a letter from the great Pitt to General 
Abercrombie, dated Whitehall, June 10, 1758, shows how deep was 
the interest taken for the gallant veteran : 

" The King, who has a true sense of the active zeal which Colonel 
Schuyler has so often showed for his service, saw with concern, the 
disagreeable situation of that gentleman, from the difRculties that 
have arisen with regard to his being exchanged, and though His 
Majesty will readily agree to any measures that shall be proper and 
practicable, to obtain the releaseof so good a subject, yet it is thought 
that no steps can be taken here for that purpose, till it is known what 
answer M ons. Vaudreuil shall have returned to the proposal you had 
made to him ; and in case that answer should, as Col. Schuyler appxe- 
hends, prove to be negative, you may assure him that no time will be 
lost in endeavoring to effect in Europe, an exchange for him. 

" With regard to the memorial Col. Schuyler had given you, de- 
siring the payment of the sum of ^£211 Bs. Id, New York currency, 
which he had advanced ta supply the necessities of several prisoners 
in Canada, I am to signify to you the King's pleasure, that you do 
direct the said sum to be issued to Mr. Schuyler, and charge the same 
to the account of contingencies for the service in America." 

Fortunately the capture of Fort Frontenac in August, 1758, by the 
British force under Col. Bradstreet, furnished an officpi^of suffipient 
rank to be exchanged against Col. Schuyler, and Gen. Abercrombie, 
then commanding in chief the British forces, wrote to the Colonel 
advising him that he should take immediate steps to induce M. de 
Vaudreuil, the French Governor, to carry out the stipulation of the 
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capitulntioB of Fort Fi^nteBacfor an exohaiiftof ptifonert ; bul ^tit, 
from any cause wliatever^ di^culty sboaid mipoihrene as to the gemral 
exchange, Colonel Schoyler must ask to be relea0ed> in order to con- 
vey to him (Gkaeral Abercrombie,) the reasons assigned for the delay. 
"I flatter myself," says the General, "that M. de Vaudreuil, in a 
request so just and reasonable, will give me cause to rejoice that I 
have had it in my power lo convince him that my professions of 
humanity and Christian kindness are sincere, and that so long as I; 
am not forced to act otherwise, by a different course of conduit' 
towards those whom the fortune of war may throw iato bis hands, I 
will faithfully and exactly carry out thcMse professions; and to the end* 
that he may not allege ignorance of these, n^ intentions, I leave this 
letter open for his perusal." 

The appeal was auccessful ; and Colonel Schuyler being comtiiis^- 
sioned by Abercrombie to negotiate the exohaoge of prisoners, had 
the happiness of soon turning his face homeward, and at liberty, with' 
ail his &II0W soldiers. 

Am9Bg the papers obtained by Mr. Brodhead from the French 
archives, is a copy of the letter, above quoted fjrom Abercrombie, and of 
the power to Schuyler to treat for priscmers, and what perhaps is not 
least interesting, a role of the soldiers, with the women and childt«n 
who had shared their captivity, released to Colonel Schuyler. 

The French translation has made sad work with some of the 
names, but it is nevertheless a document of interest to Jerseymen of 
this day, many of whom will probably find in this list the names 
of their forefathers. I hold these papers in my hand, and shall 
deposit them — my first and feeble offering— in the archives of th0 
Society. 

On the 17th November, 1755, Colonel Schu3rler, Doctor Stokes^ 
Captain Martin and Captain Putnam, all belonging to his regiment, 
reached Albany^ on their way home ; and it was only then, iVom those 
wiio had lon^ been prisoners in a foreign land and amid a stranger race 
and language, that it became known how disinterestedly, how magnifi*' 
cently. Colonel Schuyler, from his own means, had ministered to the 
nece^ities of fads fellow prisoners. Thousands of doUars were spent 
by him to procure for them clothing and other means of comfbrt, 
and in return they idolized their commander. It is to be added, iii 
reference to the mutiny of the Jersey regiment in 1747, and the 
course pursued by Colonel Schuyler in paying the arrears from his 
own funds, that Governor Clinton, then commanding in New York, 
expressed great dissatisfaction with Colonel Schuylery and indeed 
8 
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fivbailB Iiim to pay his ova regknent, bceauae the exaiople would be 
iiijttriDtis to other regiAients whidi could not thus be satisfied. 

A long and angry complaint was made by Governor Clinton to 
the Doke of Newcastle at home, and to the Groiremor and Legisla- 
ture of New Jersey. In the letter to the Duke, of which the Brod- 
head papers also furnish a copy, which has been transcribed for me, 
the Governor says the President and Council of New Jersey ap. 
proved his reasons, and ordered C<^onel Schuyler to conform to all 
orders he should receive from him ; but Colonel Schuyler took his 
own course, and paid off his men, for which disobedience Governor 
Ciintan expressed the hope that he might be made to svfier. 

The fact, however, that, when in 1754 the war was renewed, the 
veteran Colonel was ^gain placed in command of the Jersey troops, 
and the letters which we have quoted both from General Abercombie 
and the great William Pitt, seem conclusive that, whatever might be 
the opinion of Grovernor Clinton, his own State and the government 
of the mother country sustained him. Having lived to see the 
French power swept from this continent, and the flag under which he 
bad so long fought, every where triumphant. Colonel Schuyler sank 
to rest at his residence on the Passaic, near Newark, on the 17th 
Noveoiber, 1762,. leaving a name and the memory of services which 
New Jersey will not willingly let die. 

The contest was continued somewhat longer on the part of the 
Indians, but in 1764 an entire pacification being efi^ted, the country 
was left free to pursue its peaceful prosperity. 

The campaigns of 1758 and 1759, directed and inspired by the 
genius of Pitt, put an end to the French power in America. New 
Jersey did her full share in the battle-fields that accomplished this 
result. Appealed to to raise — not a given quota of men dictated by 
the mother country — but such a force as such a colony might fed 
able ^and willing to furnish. New Jersey, instead of 500 men, raised 
1000. The Assembly directed barracks to be built at Buriington, 
Amboy, Elizabetbtown, and elsewhere, and specially commented'" on 
the constitutional method in which they had been called upon to give 
aaaistanoe to the common cause, being left at liberty to furnish to the 
Crowji what their own ability and sense of the occasion shoukl die* 
tate. This complement of 1000 men New Jersey kept up during the 
war, which terioinated in 1762, so far as the French were con- 
cerned ; but a furious and desolating contest with the Indian tribes 
lasted two years longer,t in the disasters and towards the finishing of 

♦Gordon, p. 131. 1 1762-4. 
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which, New Jersey shared, con tributtagvlth her uaual, spiiit,balh 
men and money.* , 

Alarmed at the entire overthrow of the French, and dreading de- 
pendence upon the English, a wide spread coalition took place among 
the Shawnese and other tribes on the Ohio, to miake a sinmltaneons 
attack upon all the forts and settlements on the outposts. They feU 
suddenly upon friendly traders, resident among them, murdered many* 
and plundered their property ; while scalping parties desolated the 
frontierii of Maryland, Virginia, and Pennsylvania, and even orotssed ■ 
the Delaware and committed massacres in New Jersey. Governor 
Franklin, then newly come to his charge, and who was the last 
of the colonial governors, called out the militia to protect the 
frontier, reconstructed the block houses on the Delaware, ami 
placed the State in an attitude of defence, until Colonel Bouquet's 
successful inroad upon the Indians on the Ohio. Sir William 
Johnson was enabled to effect, in 1764, a pacification with al^ 
the border Indians. 

It would transcend both our time and limits to follow out die moro 
recent history of our State ; nor can it be necessary, for men y«t 
live among us, or are but recently dead, who were sharers inits destzntes 
from the close of the French war to our own times. We may be said 
to be yet among the generations whose history is included in this pe- 
riod, and a general acquaintance with its incidents must be presumed 
of all, who have any tincture of letters. 

It may be briefly summed up by saying that the very qualit^s 
displayed by the colonies in aid of the mother country in her strug. 
gles on this continent against her ancient European foe-^the prompt, 
ness and liberality with which both men and money were provided 
for the common cause — became the temptation which led an unwise 
minister into the design of taxing the colonies for the support of the 
home government. It was the fatal error, which, persisted in against 
all remonstrance, all entreaty, and all warning, eventually succeeded 
in driving into independence peoples who were yet for, very far, from 
aiming at such a consummation. When the Revolutionary straggly 
commenced, few indeed of those who were foremost in the contest, 
desired, or dreamed of, ultimate independence of England.* They 
went for a reform and not a revolution, and were quite content 
to remain subjects, if only they could enjoy the Rril liberty and 
franchises of their fellow subjects at home ; and especially they 
insisted upon that principle, so early embodied in the ohaiter 

*GOfdoB,pp. 133, 4. 
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of N6W Jersey, that bo taxes should be raised except by the free 
consent and vote of the people, who paid them, or of their rep- 
resentatives. 

B«t the infatuation of the British Councils drove into revolution 
hearts as It^al and true to the Empire as any within the sea-girt isle ; 
and when thus enforced, they were as earnest, persevering and bold, 
in vindicating their new nationality, as they ever had been in defend^ 
ing that which before they owned and loved. 

in the fierce struggle of the Revolution New Jersey was the battle 
field. ^ The main American army, except for a period of nine 
months, between September, 1777, and June, 1778, when the British 
occupied Philadelphia, and for the two months in the autumn of 1781, 
when the expedition was on foot against Cornwallis in Virginia, was, 
during the whole war, within, or on the confines of the State."* How 
heartily this army was sustained, how faithfully the patriotism of the 
people of New Jersey resisted the blandishments and the bribes of 
British Commissioners, how readily and how bravely her militia 
poured forth to battle with the foe, how patiently all classes submitted 
to the privations of a war which bore with such disproportioned 
severity upon them, History has already commemorated, and national 
gratitude will not sufier to be forgotten. 

How loyally, when the struggle was over and Independence wa3 
tetablished, the same people lent their aid to remodel the constitution 
and form of government, so that while imparting unity of councils 
and of effort, equality of burdens and equality of rights undor a 
Federal Head supreme for certain specific objects, it should pre- 
serve and sustain within its territorial limits, the municipal and 
political power and jurisdiction of each State — is in like manner 
recorded. 

Bat wbile the general &cts are familiar, and the great result accom- 
j^idied is held in lively remembrance, many of the details which 
gii^e to history the interest of romance, and which in a higher 
sense are precious for the elucidation of individual virtues, efibrts 
and sufierings, as weH as for the encouragement of like valor, labor 
and fi^itttde in. times to come, are unchronicled and sinking into 
oblivion. 

Be it ours to rescue while yet we may, these perishing memorials 
of such deeds— to trace them in their obscure or forgotten reposito- 
ries-r-to collect, embody, and preserve them. 

Delay, it cannot be doubted, has already put much of interest he- 

^ Gordons p. SSO. 
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yoDd our reacfau Indiffbrence may occasion yet greater losses — fyt 
what a warning on that bead is afforded hy that most melancholy 
fact ascertained by the accomplished Historical Agent of New York, 
Mr. Brodhead, that even as late as 1821 ^ all the hooks, documents 
and papers beldngiog to the old Dutch West tndia Company, of a 
ckute prior to 1700, and relating^ among other things, to their early 
voyages to and settlements in this country, were, by order of the 
government, sold at auction. Eighty thousand pounds' - weight 
of these precious MSS*. were sold by the pound as so much waste 
paper!" r 

Who, moreover, is there who does not know, or who has not heard, 
of s&me collection of old family papers, neglected, unvalued, or at least 
uncared for, which, with such an organized and recognized public 
Depository as this Society will present, might be secured and ar- 
ranged ? and even with all diligence, and after gleaning all accessible 
stores, chance may furnish new stores ; for we read in a late London 
periodical that, even of the great Marlborough — about whom and 
whose exploits so much has been written — the most authentic and 
reliable sources of information have only within a short time been 
discovered, by the casual examination of certain boxes which for long 
years had lain neglected and unopened ; but which, on inspection, 
were found to contain the whole of the great Duke's correspondence 
and despatches during the eventful period of the war of the Succes* 
sion, from 1702 to 1712. These are now, for the first time, to be 
given to the world in a connected sequence. 

We have no Blenheims, no Strathfieldsayes, no Peerages, no Pen. 
sions, with which to commemorate and reward meritorious services 
to the country. The more imperative, therefore, is it that we should 
render familiar as household words, and keep green and fresh in the 
memory of the people, the names and deeds of those who have truly 
served them. The most touching eulogy ever pronounced on an ab- 
solute King, is that line of the French poet on Henri IV. 

" Seul Roi dont le pauvre ait gardd la mdmoire." 
Sole monarch whose memory is cherished by the poor. 

The highest eulogy and reward of those who have been, or may be, 
our benefactors, must be that their memories are cherished by a nation. 
It is not the least responsible of our duties to take care of such 
memories. 

A full quota of distinguished men has New-Jersey contributed to 
the civil, military and naval service of the nation. On the Bench of 
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the Sapretne Court of the United States, in the Senate, in the Hoyse 
of Representatives, in the learned professions ; on the field of fame, 
whether on the ocean or on the land, wherever the fiag of oar cduntrjr 
has been unfurled and advanced hy the vaior of its sons — ^in all the 
walks of life — New Jersey has done her part well. The past is 
secure. With you, Grentlemen, with us all, it remains to make the 
future worthy of that past, hy causing it to live again, by rescuing 
from oblivion any, the least, of its honorable details ; by holding up 
for emulation and grateful admiration, the deeds and the names that 
constitute the noblest inheritance, the undying Heraldry of a free 
people — the deeds and names of those who have devoted life and 
encountered death to serve and preserve the Conunonwealth. 
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PEOSPECTUS. 



It is intended to continue this publication quarterly. It will con- 
tain full reports of the proceedings of the New Jebsey Histosicai* 
Society at their regular and special meetings : comprising a com- 
plete list of all donations received and from whom— extracts from 
the correspondence and the names of the members from time to time 
elected ; with selections from such papers read before the Society, or 
from manuscripts presented of permanent interest, as may not be 
preserved for volumes published as the Society's " Collections." 

Each number will contain from thirty to fifty pages, octavo, form- 
ing a voluoQie each year of from one hundred and fifty to two hun- 
dred pages, with paper cover, title page and index : and it being the 
object of the Society to make the publication the means of diffusing 
interesting and valuable information and not a source of profit, it is 
intended that the quantity of matter in each number shall increase 
with the increase of patronage without any addition to the price. 

Tebhs. — One dollar per annum in advance ; and a copy will be 
sent gratis to any individual procuring six subscribers and forward- 
ing the money therefor. Single numbers will be supplied at thirty- 
seven and a half cents each. Subscriptions will be received by any 
of the officers of the Society, or they can be forwarded through the 
post office (post paid) to either of the Secretaries, or to Mr. Jakes 
Ross, at the office of the Newark Daily Advertiser. 
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Page 11, Line 10, for •« Plllochie" read PitTocMe, 
*' 23, " 25, " "annaar *' rtguUr. , 



(Kr fa order to present the Address of Mr* King eotwej this 
dumber. contains additional pages, for whicbf dlownnod wiU liave to 
be made in subsequent nmnbcrs. 
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PEOCEEDINGS 



JEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Vol I. 1845. No. 2. 



PsmcxTON, Sepember 4X\ 1845. 
Trs Sooibtt met at 8 P. M. pursuant to acyoununeiit, the Pxa- 
SID9NT in the Chair. Vice Presidents VRooiCy Johnsoic and Paskbii 
being also present. 

An Address was delivered by the Rev. Samv^l Millbb, D.D.: 
after which the Society proceeded to the transaction of business. 

The Corresponding Secretary stated that thet letters he bad re- 
ceived since the kst meeting from individuals and kindred associa* 
tions continned to afford gratifying proof of the interest taken in 
the success of the Society. He laid before the meeting communica- 
tions from thet Historical Societies of Rhode Island, Georgia and 
Pennsylvania ; from the Hon. W. A. Dunx, Mr. S. Alofseiv and 
otbersy and presented a list of donations received since May. The 
works placed at the disposal of the Society by the Legislature he had 
learned, informally, were ready whenever the proper demand was 
made. 

Among these donations were some (^ considerable interest. Mr, 
Alofsbn presented a copy (in Dutch) of the original Journal of 
Capt. John Schuyler, during an expedition to Canada in Augij^st, 
1690, accompanied by a translation. 

Mr. Jamss G. Kino presented aJarge volume containing copies of 
more than three hundred letters and papers of Lord Sterling, of dates 
between 1754 and 1783 — transcribed at his expense for the Society ; 
9 
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and ^n motion of Mr. W. A. Whitehead the foHowing preamble 

and resolution were adopted : 

The Society hairing received from James 6. King, Esq. copies of 
many interesting letters and papers formerly in the possession of 
jyftjor Greneral William Alexander, Earl of Sterling, transcribed 
under the direction of the Hon. William Alexander Duer, LL. D. 
Resolved, That the receipt of this valuable donation be specially 

acknowledged, with thanks to Mr. King for his generous aid in ob- 

taining the copies' for the Society and to Mr. Duer for the facilities 

afforded by him for the transcription of the papers. 

Reports from Committees being in order, Dr. Mitsrat, Chairman 
of the Committee to whom was referred the communication of the 
New York Historical Society on the subject of a new national appel- 
lation, made a repoi't as follows : 

REPORT ON A NATIONAL NAME. 
The Committee to whom toaa referred the Report of a Coihmittei of 

the New YoKK Historical Society on a National Name, beg 

leave to present thefoUowing Report: 

The report, and the proposition with which it concludes, having 
been rejected by a very large majority of the New York Socwty, it 
would be sufficient were your Committee only to state the fket. But 
the importance of the movement, in itself considered, seems to de« 
mand a few remarks. 

1. Tour Committee cannot see any tirgent reason for any change 
in the name of our common country. Whilst ***he United States of 
America" is not as distinctive as it might be, yet we have to learn 
that any one of our citizens in foreign travel has ever fonnd any diH 
jRcuUy in defining his country. When he stains in Frai>ce, Italy, 
€lermany, England, or Prussia that he is an American, it kr at once 
understood that his home is the United States. If a traveller is from 
Mexico, he is a Mexican — if from Canada, a Canadian — ^if from 
Peru, a Peruvian— ^if from Brazil, a Brazilian — and hitherto if from 
Texas a Texian. Because the great power of this continent, the 
world concedes to us the right, which we should not yield, of ^ting 
ourselves Americans. We take the continental name— others the 
name of the states, republics, or kingdoms to which they belong. 

2. As to the need of an adjective for the purposes of poetry, we 
have a name sufficiently adapted to the object of the Mnses. What 
in a poetic point of view is the superiority of Allegania to Ameriea T 
Sound them together and in what is England, Prance, Germany^ 
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Denmark) Hdhinct Belgium, more poetic Ahiai America ? The poet 
that cannot manage to use America in his rhymes should hang his 
harp on the willows. He is not worth being accommodated with 
Allegania. 

3. Where upon earth is the country which has received its qame 
from its mountains T There are mountains on the earth quite as high 
as ours : Are there any countries called Andea from the Andes— Py- 
reaea from the Pyrenees^-Alpea from the Alps — Carpathia from the 
Carpathian ? And why should our mountains be made to bring forth 
what none others ever have ? 

4. Our name has become associated with all that is dear and re- 
vered in our history. It was as *< the United States of America'' 
that we achieved our independence— it was under this name we took 
our place among the natk>ns of the earth— »it is under this name we 
are known in all the courts of the worldr— in all the annate of di(4o- 
macy — and among all civilised and barbarous nations. Thore Is 
such a thing as connecting with even quite an unpoetic name^ so 
nmch that is truly poetici heroic and historic^ aa to make it a sin next 
to sacrilege to erase it from the annals of the world. We should 
count him no very worthy or learned member of our Historical So- 
ciety who would be for dropping the name of a venerated ancestry, 
beeanse it was not sufficiently euphdnie* 

5. Has a country been ever known to change the name under 
which it Jichieved for itself renown, for the purpose of obtaining a 
more distinctive and significant one^-^me that would make a better 
ad^tive ! P^kind is now no more on the worid's map— the allied 
powers blotted it from existence that its name might no longer wake 
up ancient and noble associations. Are there none such connected 
with our nam6 1 If our name is to be bbtted out let us wait for some 
tyrant to do it for the purpose of putting to sleep the glorious asso- 
ciations which it kindles in every bosom. 

6. The object of Historical Societies is not to change the names 
of States or Empires, but to aid in the writing, and in the preserva- 
tion of all that pertains to, their true history. 

With these remarks your committee recommend that the document 
referred to them be laid on the table, and preserved in the archives of 
the Society. 

N. MmiBAY, 1 
Chablbs Knro, > CommUUe. 
J. P. Bbadley, } 

September 4, 1846. 
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The report was accepted, and on motion of B. S« FdeIiD, BUiq«, it 
was 

Resohedf That the report be printed in the official account of the 
proceedings of this meeting, and that a copy be transmitted to the 
New York Historical Society. 

Hon. Wm. a. Duer, Chairman of the Committee on PuUications, 
made a verbal report, e^^pianatory of the delay which had attended 
the publication of the History of East Jersey and the Address which 
had been referred to the Committee. 

On motion of Bishop Doane, 

Resolved, That^the thanks of the Society be o^Eered to the Rev. 
Dr. MilleU for the wise and excellent discourse delivered by him 
this day: and that he be respectfully requested to furnish a oofj of 
it for publication, under the direction of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. W. A. Whitehead, 

Resohedj That all ekOuticdl maUer which may be received by the 
Society, be referred to a Standmg Committee of five members, to be 
by them collated and arranged, cuid reported on to the Society from 
time to time : and that the said Committee be authorised in the 
name and on behalf of the Society to apply to any puUic functiona* 
ries, or public bodies, for any additional iffiformation destved, on sub^. 
jects respecting which they may deem it advisable to institute eaqui* 
ries. 

The President appointed asi said Committee Messrs. W. A. White* 
head of Newark, William P. Robeson oCBelvidere, William Paterson 
of Perth Amboy, Stacy G. Potts of Trenton, and Maurice Beasley» 
M. D., of Cape May. 

Dr. Murray offered the following amendment to the Constitution, 
which in accordance with the 9th article, was laid on the tal^ to be 
acted on at the next meeting, and ordered to be entered in the 
minutes — 

An amendment of the Constitution to be inserted between articles 
I. and U. — " The Library and Deposites of the Society shall be 
located at Newark." 

On motion of Dr. J. S. Condit, 

Resolvedf That a Committee be appointed to obtain for the ardiives 
of the Society, a register of all the names and dates inscribed upon 
the monuments or headstones in the old cemeteries, at Newark, of 
those whose deaths occurred prior to the year 1800 ; giving entire 
such inscriptions as they may deem it advisable to preserve : — and 
that members residing in other of the old towns in the State be 
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reqpfiestedto ddegate one or more of their members to p^form simi- 
lar services for the Society in their respective precincts. 

llie President named as said committeeJVlessrs. J. S. Condit, M.D.9 
Archer Gifibrd, A. C. M . Pennington, and David A. Hays. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mubray, 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee on Publications consist of 
seven instead of five members, and that three be a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

Two additional nominations having been made, the Committee is 
now composed as follows : Messrs. W, A. Duer, E. F. Cooly, N. 
Murray, C. King, J. S. Condit, W. A. Whitehead and Wm. B. 
Kinney. 

The Corresponding Secretary stated that since the last meeting of 
ihe Society, an opportunity had been politely afforded him^f an ex« 
amination, to som& extent, of the valuable collection of papers in th& 
possession of the Rutfaerfurd. family, to which reference was made by 
several gentlemen at that meeting, and his examination had confirm- 
ed in every particular the statements then made as to their higUy 
interesting character. He made some remarks in relation to them 
and presented a list of some of the most important original docu- 
ments in the collection, comprising many of the early grants and 
deeds under which all property in the State is now held, and other 
papers connected with the earliest period of our history. Among 
them he found the original letter from Samuel Groome — sprinted in 
Scot's Model of the Government of East. Jersey, and also in Smith's 
History of the Province. It was an interesting fact, that this letter 
written 162 years ago (August 1683) had performed its journey to 
Scotland and enlightened the proprietaries there respecting the << bra- 
veries of the land" as Groome expressed himself— been widely cir- 
culated, and exercised an important influence in inducing emigration 
to East Jersey ; — ^had then been brought back to the province, and, 
after slumbering for some hundred years among a mass of other pa- 
pers, most of the time unrecognized and unnoticed, should now be 
within reach of the antiquary in' a good state of preservation. 

As illustrative of one class of the papers, the Secretary read copies 
of three letters from Rev. Samuel Davies, D.D., to Mr. Livingston 
of New York — ^written in 1759-60, soon after his entering upon his 
duties as President of Nassau Hall ; and laid on the table representa- 
tions of three seals used in the Province of East Jersey previous to 
the surrender of the government to the crown — ^the only impression 
of one of them, known to exist, being appended to one of the docu- 
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nients in this collection. The Seeretary congraitulated the men^rSf 
and all who took an interest in our hidtory, that^ amid all ^ the changes 
and chances" which had transpired in the Province and State of 
New Jersey, these papers had been in the possessi<m of those who 
duly valued them and had taken every needful precaution to ensure 
their preservation. 

The Society having been informed that the Rev. Dr. DAVintoiTy 
of New Brunswick, was present, and had in his possession a letter 
book of Gov. Lewis ^Morris, first Governor of New Jersey after its 
separation from New York, and also an original memoir of his life, 
which he had prepared, Dr. D. wiLs requested to read the paper before 
the Society at the next meeting. 

. Pending a motion to adjourn, Chibf Justice Hobublowibr rose 
and returned his thanks to the members for the honor conferred in 
sdecting him to be the first President of the Society. He regretted 
that he had been prevented from attending the previous meeting, and 
trusted that the earnest desire he felt for the success^f the Society, 
would be responded to by the members generally, and a liberal sup- 
port be afforded him in the^zecution of his duties as presiding officer. 

The Society then adjourned, to meet at New Brunswick on the» 
first Thursday of November, at 12 M. 



SELECTIONS FBOM THE COBRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

Laid btfore the Society^ September 4, 1845. 
FROM MR. S. ALOFSEN. 

Jbb8B¥ Cit7| September 2, 1845. 
Sim, 

I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy and trandation 
of the Dutch Journal of Captain John Schuyler on his expedition to 
Canada and Fort La Prairie, (from Idth to dOth August 1690,) 
which I beg leave to c^er to the Historical Society of New Jersey 
for its acceptation. 

On finding this document it did not at first strike me as being of 
more than ordinary antiquarian interest, but on reading thie history 
of that eventful period I became convinced of its greater value, and 
am of opinion, from the very remarkable coincidence of dates, num- 
bers and facts, that this expediti<m is the ideetical one meiitionejl by 
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Lt Govemor Leisler, in his letter of 80th September, 1690, to the 
government of Connecticut, (on file at Hartford) asr the successful 
and only detachment s^nt forward by Greneral Winthrop, [See Dun- 
lap's Hist, of N. Y. vol. I. p. 194.] " He says (Leisler) the success 
of this detachment (of 30 whites and 150 Iroquois, in destroying the 
enemy 's cattle, taking or killing 26 of the French, burning dwelling- 
houses and barns,) provied that with only 150 more men, they could 
have taken Montreal." 

That Crovernor Leisler does not mention the name of the com- 
mander, is not surprising if we take into consideration the relative 
political opinions and position of himself and Peter Schuyler, Mayor 
of Albany, but it appears to me &at by allowing a youag and much 
beloved brother to recruit a war party and voluntarily to embark on 
a very perilous expedition, and at a time when all others returned and 
abandoned the unpromising pursuit, the motives of the hitter wiU be 
placed in a light &r difier^it from what they at thai time were repre- 
sented in by the j&iends of Crovernor Leisler. They certainly shew 
a pure disinterested patriotism ; for the success of the Winthrop ex- 
peditk>n to Canada would have been a great service to the country, 
but at the same time it would have increased the power and popularity 
of the man to whom he was opposed in politics, and whose acquire- 
ments were not of that high order necessary to qualify him for the 
responsiUe duties and station he in a great measure ambitiously had 
assumed. I am the more persuaded of the truth of my supposition 
firon the importance G^ieral Philiqp Schuyler (grandson of Peter) 
seems to have attached to this document of his grand-uncle JMin-* 
it having been endorsed by his own hands, and preserved by him with 
his own private papers, among which it was found by me in 1840. 

Captain John Schuyler was bom at Albany, April 5, 1668, and 
was the youngest son of Phihp Pieterse Schuyler of Amsterdann and 
Margaret Van Sleechtenhorst of Newkerck, and grandson of Pieter 
Schuyler, who about the year 1632 removed with his femily from 
Amsterdam and established himself in the present State of New 
Jersey. 

To enable the Society te have the copy properly authenticated 
you will please find herewith the original MS. (now the property 
of Robert Schuyler, Esq. of New York) and I would be obliged for 
its return whenever it shall have answered that purpose. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, very respectfully, your ob't. serv't, 

S. ALOFSEN, 
To W. A, WHiTBHBAn, Esq., Cor. Sec. N. J. Hist. Soc, Newark^ 
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Journal or^ Captain John Sorutler, on his expedkian to Canadm 
and fort La Prairie, ^during the latter part of August, 1690. — 
TVtmslated by S. Alofsen, from ihe original Dutch Manuscript 
at present (1845) in the possession of Robert Schuyler , Esq. of 
New York. 

Journal of Captain John Schuyler, who Yoluntarily embarked at 
Wood Creek, (Houtkill)^ on the 13th August, 1690, with 29 chris- 
tians (whites) and 120 savages, (Indians) whom he recruited at 
Wood Creek as volunteers under his command to go to Canada to 
fight the enemyi Nearly about the swamps (het verdronken land) 
I met Captain Sander Glen^ on his way back to Albany, because the 
greatest number returned. The aforesaid Sanders had in his Company 
twenty -eight whites (christians) and five savages (Indians) and came ' 
from Tsinondrosie where Captain Sanders had been waiting eight days 
for the whole corps. From these Captain John Schuyler enlisted thir. 
teen christians and five savages to continue with Captain Schuyler the 
voyage to Canada and there to fight their mutual enemy. Wh^i the 
rest of the Company had left us, and we had advanced nearly two 
hours on our voyage, we found two canoes which had been sent out to 
spy and which had shot an elk. After we had done eating knd had 
supplied our canoes we proceeded on our way as far as Canaghsionie. 
The 15th day of August we came one german mile above Crown 
Point (the Cruynpunty The 16th ditto we advanced as fiur as 
Kanondoro, and resolved at that place to travel by night, and 
that night went onward to near the spot where Ambrosio (7) 
Corlaer^ is drowned, and there one of our savages €e\\ m convulsions, 
charmed and conjured by the devil, and said that a great battie had 
taken place at Quebeck (Cubeek) and that much heavy cannon must 
have been fired there, and that one hundred canoes with savages had 
come down ihe river (the Mohawk) from Cadaraqui, (Coederogqua.)* 
And about one hour aflter sunrise we went to Oghraro, where I 
placed the first guard and nominated Barent Wemp as officer of tiie 
guard. The 17th ditto in the evening we proceeded to Oghai* 
ronde. A Tsenondoga savage of our Company died there, of 
sickness, when the Oneida (Onnide) savages gave a wampum belt 
(bandt sewandt) for the atonement of the dead. That day Capt. 
Schuyler with his subaltern officers and the Chief of the savages 
resolved where they should make their attack upon the enemy, and 
they found good by the majority, to fall upon fort La Prairie (Lappla- 
rie ;) whereupon the Mohawk or Maqua savages (Makwase) gave a 
wampum belt to the Scaticock (Schagbkoekse) savages as a token to 
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stand hy eadi «ther faithfiHlyy sid wbtii thoy 'do call enyoghqilasa 
In a Gooera. The Oneida (Onnidei^se) savage* did the same to the 
Maqua savages by soine hajidful of waaipum, (sewaadt) and in thia 
manner this resolution was dscidediy agreed upon and coinfirmed- 
with shaking of hands (kinsekaje ?) as well by the chri^ians as by 
^e savages, and, moreover, approved by the .savages as to who 
siiould be their chiefs or headmen, Carristasio and Tehoesequatho^ 
and Juraaen the ferocious* The 18th ditto set out in the eveniti^i and. 
about midnight we saw a light jyi down from out the sk^ to 1^9 
South, by which we all were perplejted what token thi^ might be«/ 
The 1 9th ditto on account of the hard wind we laid ^ill) because w^ 
could not procead, and we we^e laying about 3 miles above the sand*^ 
bank of Chambly, (Siamble.) The 20th ditto we sent out i^es 
akmg the west side of the river Chambly/ (Siamble) and found there 
a shieKi of a vanguard from Canada and 14 palieadea to which they 
had bound their prisoners whom, they had fetcihed fVom New Eng^^ 
land. Tlie Slat diito w« proceeded to about onoi mile below the 
above mentioned sand bank* of Chsnddyr when i(re again aent 
OttI spMs, who diacov^eited s4tne,plic^' ^eie Fftnth and ravage spi^d 
had been keepingdoufole night walcb, and that the same had embarki. 
ed for Chambly, (Siamble.) Then, after Imvtng first placed onv 
canoes and provisdolis iii safety, we the 32nd ditto pursued out 
voyage by land and travelled that day to close under La Prairie — 
the road being very difficult on account of the softness of the clay, 
through which we had to pass, so that two of our christians returned 
to our csmoes. Coming through the clay .we beard much firing of 
musketry, by which we were astonished what it might be. Tbe 23rd 
ditto in the morning I sent spies towards the fort to see how it was ; 
ooming home said all the folks were leaving the fort of La Prairie to 
cut.com. Then we resolved in what manner we shouki binder them 
from obtaining the fort again, and agreed to do so by stopping their way 
to the fort, but by the eagerness of the young savage su^h was pre- 
vented, beekuse christians as well as savages fell on with a war cry, 
which displeased the officer and that they fell on without orders hav- 
ing been given, but they made 19 prisoners and 6 scalps, under which 
were 4 womenfolk. The first prisoner wa^ examined, asking hita, 
what the firing of yejsterday at La Prairie signified ? said, the Gov- 
ernor yesterday went away with 800 men and the people dis- 
charged their muskets at their departure because their scouts had not 
heard from us. Then we fell upon their cattle, we pierced and shot 
to death nearly 150 head of oxen and cows, and then we set fire to 
10 
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all their hornet and barnt n^iieh .ip^ fiMind in the fielii^ tfaeir fatyv 
and every thimgelaB which would take fire. Then we chnstiaiiiB rc«> 
solved to fall upon the fort, but could ne( move the savagea to five 
their consent to help us to attack the ibrt ; the fort fired alanni when 
Montreal (Monrejall) and Chambly (Siamble) answered^ so that wo 
resolved to depart with the prisoners to Albany* A savage of ourt 
was stabbed to death, whom we burned in a barn, and wo went that 
day 7 German miles on our way back. Then the savages killed 
2 Fretich prisoners because they oould not travel on account of their 
wounds. A little while after this we sat down to eat and thanked 
the Governor of Canada^^ for bis sahite of heavy eannon during our 
meal — they fired from the morning till 3 o'clock in the afternoon 
from all three of the forts. That day we travelled to the rimr 
Chambly where our canoes were laying. The 24th ^to we went 
as far as fort Lamotte ; the 25th dittos we reached the Sandpointy 
where we shot two elks. The 2dth dilto we eame to the Rttle atdaa 
fort, and from there sent a ean«e wiHi mea ta A lbany to bring, ^m 
news 0i what had happened to ue. ' The t7th dUto-we p fu ua e de d to 
Ganaghaaeoe and ttkere abet nkom elte* The ttth- ditto we reaeblNl 
Wood Greek. Thettth ditto wi travelled to the little mH dam (bet 
valletje) above Saragbtoge. TheSOth of August we arrived at 
Albany, under the command of Captain John^fauyier. 



NoTS.-— In May 169S, John Schuyler^ them a Colonel and' Member 
of the Ifing's Council ibr New York, was at the bead ef the depata- 
tion sent by the Earl of Bellamont, Governor of New York, to the 
Count de Frontignac, at Montreal, with thw comtntmivatkm'of the 
peace of Ryswydc. &>A. 

• * SeeDunlftp's History of N. Y. vol. I, p. 9J66. 

, b Sander in Dutch it tbe nbbreviniMon oi AWiUMkr. S» Jh»ia9^ Wtm% »f N» ¥« 

vol. I, p. 177. 
c " Crown Point" corrupted from the Dutch Kruinpunt— It should be " The Summit 

Point." 
,d Dunlap'8 Hist. N. Y. vol i pp. 188, iS4, '. 

e Dunlap'8 Hist. N. Y. vol. I. pp. 136, 381, 382, 394 ; vol. II. append W. p. UvjU. 

Cadaraqui or fort Frontignac, is now called Kingston. 
f The liver iUeheliea, Sorrel or ChamM^, or CfaamMy. 
g The Count de fnnitii^c. 
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List of Papers in thb RuTtiSBnm'D Collectioit 
. Catmecled toith the early History of the State. 

OwKiMAL L«A8B fora j^ari James Dvke of York to Lords Berkeley 
and Carteret for the whole of New Jersey, June 23, 1664. 

*OKidiNAL Rblbabk of the same, June 24, li6644 

Okiginal Lease for a year, James Dvke of York to Sir George 
Carter^ for the northern half of New Jersey, July 28, 1674. 

*OriqinaI( Rsiobase of the samQ,.July 29, 1674* 

'''Orioinal IvuPTRViynoffs^ from Sir George Carteret for the govern. 
tneiit of his province, Jnly 31, 1674. 

^BiGiNAL QuiirriPARTiTB Deed between Sir George Carteret, 
Wm* Penn^ Nicholas Lucas, Gawen Laiorie and Edward Byllingef 
—dividing t^ province into East and West Jersey, differently from 
the grant to Sir George of July 28-29, ia74— dated July 1, 1676. 

Another Original of the same imtrumenL 

Original Release, Elizabeth Carteret, Executrix, and the Trustees 
of Sir George to the Twelve Proprietors, for all of East Jersey, 
Feb. 1, 1681-2. 

Original Deed, Elizabeth Carteret to the Tvjelve Proprietors, for all 
arrearages of rents and profits due Sir George's estate, February 3, 
1681-2. 

Original Release, James Duke of York to Sir George Carteret, 
[the grandfoii and heir] f^r^H Baat Jersey, bearing date Sept. 10^ 
1680, butd^j^soot fifippar tohajw be^n.aigi^ed before 16th October, 
1680. 

Original Duplicate tfthe Sfsme instrument. 

Exemplified Cot7 from .the Canterbury archives of iStr George 
Carteret's Will: Will made 25th Dec, 1678— proved Feb. 19, 
1679. 

Ori^unaIi AoBBSinENT by the Twelve Proprietors that there should 
be no benefit of Survivorship, &c., dated June 1, 1682. 

'''Osionf AL Eelbasb, James Duke of York to Bylli^ge, Penn, LawriSy 
Lucas, John Eldridge and Edmond Warner for West Jersey, dated 
Aug^ist 6, 1680. The seal (imperfect) attached to this instrument 
in a tin box. 

Original Commission from Andros to Andrew HamtUon, John 
CqmphelU Robert Van QMcUen, John Bishop, John Inians, and 
Samuel HaUe to be '* Justices to keep the peace in the Coutaty of 
Middlesex," dated New York, Aug. 25, 1688. The great provin- 
cial Royal seal attached. 
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Original Coj/aiisaiov from Wnu.Dockwra in behalf of the Proprie- 
tors to John B^rcUiy, (and, in case of disability on bis part to Jobn 
Reid) as Surveyor General, April 6, 1692, with seal of Province 
attached in tin box ; Barclay's 6ath of office on the back, dated 
Nov. 1, 1692. 

Original Deed for one half of his twelfth [or l-24th] of East 
Jersey, from Wm. Penn to Robert Barclay, Sept. 22, 1682. 

Original Release from Penn, Lucas, Lawrie and ByUynge to 
to Thomas Rudyard, for l-9th of 9-lOth of We«t Jeraey/iB lieu 
of £350 due Rudyard from Byllynge, May 2, 1677. ' 

Revocation of all Lawrie's powers by order of the Pr6p«teta. 
ries, 1687. 

Original Release from Penn, Lucas, Lawrie and Byllynge to 
Thomas Rudyard and Jobn Ridge for l-9th of 9-lOth of West 
Jersey, March 2, 1677. 

An Accoui^T OP Disbursements by the Proprietaries to 1698. 

A List of Proprietaries, 1686. 

A • do. do. 1687. 

An Order of Proprietaries April 29, 1686, authorizing WilUaoi 
Dockwra to sign for them. 

An Order of Proprietaries about Amboy, &c., 1683. 

""An do. do. confirmatory of other prevtous ones, 

dated May 11, 1685. 

Original Commission from Lordi Berkeley mniCekierH to Robert 
Van Quelien to be Satveyor 'General, with the first fleal of the 
Province attached, [imperfect] dated Feb. 10, 1664-5. 

Order OF THE^ Proprietaries relative to laying out of lands, and 
censuring Lawrie and Rudyard, dated July 8, 1685. 

Order of the Proprietaries directing an examination into the 
affairs of the Province, dated October 21, 1635. 

Original Letter from Samuel Groome to the P^prietaries, dated 
August 11, 1683. 

A Package OF Original Deeds from, and*^o, the Ori^n&l Pi-o- 
prietbrs, and early patents prior to 1700. 

Exemplified Copy of the Act for running and ascertaining the line 
between New Jersey and New York, passed by New Jersey As- 
sembly, Feb. 18, 1747. 

Those pape|v maxked * are printed in Learning and Spicer's New Jeivey 
Grants and Concessions. 
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Three Letters from Samuel Davids, D. D. President of Princeton 

College^ to Mr. P. V, B. Livingston^ of New York, the originals of 

which, are in the RtUherfurd Collection, 
Sir, 

About three weeks ago I arrived here, and soon entered upon 
my new office. A Tremour still seizes me at the Tho'tof my situsu 
tton ; and sometimes I can hardly believe it is a reality, but only a 
fnghtful portentous Dream. Indeed since I have presided I have 
had the Pleasure to find myself at the Head of a peaceable managea* 
ble Society ; but I know myself and human nature too well, to flatter 
myself with the. Expectation of its uninterrupted Continuance. 

I beg you would aend ,me by the first stage 4 doz. Bottles of Clajret, 
if cheaper tlfen Madeira; 40 lbs. Candies ; 2 neat Candk^sticks and 
Snuffers ; 1 [large] China Bowl ;* 10 Gallons Molasses ; 1 English 
Cheese; 2 doz. Bottles English Beer or Porter; 2 White Stone 
Dishes ; with an account of the Prices. 

I hope to have the Pleasure of seeing you at the Commencement ; 
tho' that will be the terrible Day of my Mortification. As I 
would be glad oi a corapleat settlement of every thing upon my first 
Entrance upon my Office, I am very desirous of a full Meeting of 
the Trustees; especially as the Governor, I expect, will have somo^ 
thing to communicate to them, of great Importance to the Institution. 

With affectionate Compliments to the Gent, in New York, with 
whom I have the Honor of some Acquaintance, I am Sir, 

Your obliged humble Serv't, 
Nassau Hall, Aug. 18, 1759. SAMUEL DAVIES. 

Mr. Livingston. 

* As originally written — " 1 China Bolvl of a middling size" the word " large" 
being subsequently supplied. 

Sir, 

Please to send me by the first Conveyance 1 Cask good Mus- 
covado Sugar of about 200 lbs. wt. 

Affairs at College go on Smooth and easy ; and we seem at least to 
have so much Goodness as to love one another. 

This ts merely 4 lietter of Business ; and I can add no more but 
that, with Sinc^e friendship and Gratitude to you and your Family, 

I am Sir, Your very humble Serv't, 
Nassau Hall, Decf. 6, 1759. SAMUEL DAVIES. , 

Mr. Lii^<K(9aTQK« 
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Sm, 

I thank you for your early Care in sending me a Barrel of 
Sugar. It is not yet arrived here ; but I have desired the Stage 
Waggoner to enquire for it in Brunswick and am in Hopes he will 
find it ; if not, I shall be obliged to Apply to you for more explicit 
Intelligence about it. 

There are 5 Bachelors now prosecuting their studies in College ; 
but none of them are intended for the Profession of Physic. And as 
for the Undergraduates they are not prepared to enter 'Prentices to 
any. Therefore please, Sir, to present my Compliments to your 
Friend the Doctor, and inform him, that the most promising Tmie to 
apply to College for young Gent." for his Purpose is at the Com- 
mencement and he may frequently have an opportunity of being 
supplied. 

You do me great Honour, Sir, in presuiping such favourable Things 
of my Adn\inistration in my present Station. If my futiire Manage- 
ment Should be so happy as to deserve the Continuance of your 
Charity, I shall esteem it the greatest Blessing I can enjoy in Life. 
But should I disappoint my Friends and bring my own Fears upoa 
me, I should hardly be able to survive it, but would pine away ani 
die, like an useless or noxious Plant, blasted from Heaven. All my 
Encouragement proceeds from my anxious Industry night and Day, 
except what I derive from above. 

With great Esteem and Gratitude, I am Dear 8ir» 
Your most humble Serv't, 
Nassau Hall, Jan'y. 18, 1760. SAMUEL DAVIES. 

Mr. Livingston. 
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ANNOUNCED SEPT. 4th, 1845. 



A Course of Lectures on the Constitutional Jurispnidenoe of the 
United States, by William Alexander Duer, LL.D. 

From the Author. 

Collections of the Georgia Historical Society, 2 vols. 8vo. 

A Lecture before the Greorgia Hist. Soc. on Education, by Samuel 
K. Talmage, Feb. 29th, and March 4th, 1844. 
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The Romanee of life, a hiatorieal lecture before the Georgia Hiet 

Soo., hj Robert M« Charlton, Jan. IS45. 
A Dkoourseon tfae^naHficationa and duties of a historian, before the 

Georgia Hist. Soc., Feb. 13, 1843, by Mitchell King. 
A Diaooime before the Georgia Hist. Soc., Feb. 12, 1845^ by A. 

Churchy D.D« 
'*A High Cirilixation the Moral duty of Georgians,'* a discourse 

before the Geoigia Hist. Soc., Feb. 12, 1844, by Rt. Rev. Stephen 

Elliott, Jr. From iJu Socidty. 

MS. copy of a letter (in French) from Gen. Abercrombie to Col. 

Schuyler, October 1, 1768. 
MS« copy of a list of prisoners delivered Col. Schuyler, (in Frenoh.) 
MS. copy of the parole of honor of Capt. Woodward, of the New 

Jersey Regiment, Oct. 24^ 1758. 
MS. copy of two letters from Gov. Clinton of New York to the Duke 

of Newcastle, May 23d and 80th, 1747, relating to the payment of 

the N» J. troops by Col. "Schuyler. 

[From copies in the Secretary of State's Office, Albany.] 

From Charles King, Esq, 
Collections of the Rhode Island liistorical Society, 5 vols. 8vo. 
Documentary History of the Destruction of the Gaspee, by Hon. 

Wm. R. Staples. 
Address before the Rhode Island Hist. Sbc, by William Gammell, 

Professor, &c. From the Society, 

A Map of Texas compiled for U. S. State Department. 
Proceedings of Senate in Executive Session, relating to Texas, April 

and May, 1844. 
Report to the Bureau of Topi Eng'rs on the Hydrographical Basin 

of the Upper Mississippi, by J. N. Nicollet. 

From Hon, Jacob W. Miller, 
Memoirs of Pennsylvania Historical Society, Vol. H. part 2, Vol. IV. 

part 1, Vol. III. parts 1 and 2 — 4 vols. 8vo. 
Constitution and Circular of the Pennsylvania Historical Society. 
Discourse on the Surviving Remnant of the Indian race, delivered 

Oct. 24, 1886, by Job R. Tyson. 
Diin^orse on Colonial History, delivered before the Pennsylvania 

Hist. Soc, Feb. 21, 1842, by Job R. Tyson. From the Society. 
Bulletin of the Pennsylvattia Hist. Soc. for March, 1845, containing 

a reprint of Denton's *« Brief Description of New York." 

From Thomas Gordon, Esq. 
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BiU in Chaneery of New J^sey^ John Earl of Stair* o«w^jB«ii|tniinl 
Bond and others. (The EHzabethtown Bill in Chainbery. ) 1 vol. 

From ike MUmb RtUherfurd* 
MS. copy of the Journal of Capt. John Schu3ller daring an expddi- 
. tion to Canada^ in August, 1690. (In Dntoh, with a translation.) 

From 8, Ahfaen^ Esq. 
MS. copies of Letters and Papers of Mojor General Alexander, (Lo^ 
Steritng) selected from the originals in the library of the New 
York Hist. Soc. (304 papers) bound, 1 vol. folio. 

From James G.King, Esq. 
Notes Historical and Biographical concerning EHzabethtown, by 

Nicholas Murray, D.D., 1 vol. l2fno. From ih6 Author. 

R^niniscences of Old Gloucester, or Incidents in the History o£ the 
Counties of Gloucester, Atlantic and Camden> New Jersey, by 
Isaac Mickle — 2 copies. Fronythe Auilior. . 

MS. of •* Life of Rev. Wnj. Tennent, Jr., by Dr. Thomas Henderson, 
of Freehold," (published by Dr. Boudinot.) 

From Rev. Eli F. Cooley. 



Presented in person hp Col. Robert G. Johnson. 
Thb Grants and Concessions qf Lords Berkeley and Carteret to 
the inhabitants of New Jersey, February 1664-5. The original 
copy on parchment — a idll nearly nine feet long. 



MEMBERS ELECTED 

SEPl'EMBER 4th, 1845. 

Bernard Conolly, Freehold. Abrabarm G. Nafie, Preekold, 

Rev. Harry Finch. Shrew^ry, , James Neilson, New Brunswitk. 

Jaraes S. Green, FrineetoTu Orrin Pharo, Freehold. 

Litrieton Kirkpa trick, iV^BrwTwtctc^. John Potter, jPrinceTon. 

Rev. Alexander C. Millspaugh, Freehold. Benjamin F. Kanddph, Freehdd. 

George P. McCulloch, Mormtomn. Com. K. F. Stooklon, U. & I^., Wn^^trni- 
John R. Thompson, Princeton. 

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. . . 

Hon. Theodore FreIinghuy8en,iV(?w York. Thomas D. James. A/i&any, N* K 
Rev. Obadiah M. Johnson, New Hampton, David B. Ogden, New York. 
Orange Co. N, Y. Jaraes PkuHcer, Jr., Scmenet^ Petty Co. OMn 

George Wood, New York. 

HONORARY MEMBBBa 

John R. Brodhead, New York. Hon. James Kfent> Ll^J^.yNem ¥ork. 

Ferdinand W. Hubbell, Philadelphia. Rev. Thos. Robbing, D^., Hartford, Conn, 

Proi'. Jared S|)arks, LL. D., Cambridge, Mass. 
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DELIVEERD BEFORE THE 

NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

BY SAMUEL MILLER, D.D. 
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AN ADDRESS. 



Mr. President, and Gentlehen of the N. J. Historical Society : 

We are as^ocinted and assembled for a noble purpose ; a purpose 
not unworthy of our regard, whether as Christians, as Patriots, or as 
friends of liberal knowledge. History is the record of God's provi- 
dence in the Church and in the world. Of course, God is in history. 
And if, as alleged by an English poet, as illustrious for the wisdom 
and piety of his sentiments as for the vigor of his imagination, it be 
true, that ^* an undevout astronomer is mad ;" — it may, with equal 
truth, be said, that an undevout student of history is demented. He 
forgets its nature, its end, and its great and precious lessons ; and is 
just as much to be pitied as he who can gaze on the beauties and 
glories of creation, without ever recognizing either the wisdom or the 
benevolence of their almighty Maker. 

Of faithful history it is not easy to over rate the importance. It 
was quaintly said by one of the kings ofAragon — '< Dead men are our 
best instructors." This is only saying, in other words, that a large 
proportion of the best practical lessons of life are drawn from history. 
With living men, and present measures, there is, ordinarily, connect- 
ed so much passion and prejudice, that we are not so apt as we ought 
ta be to receive instruction from them. But when men are dead, and 
the ardent feelings commonly connected with their lives, and actions, 
and parties have passed away, we are then prepared to learn from 
them the important lessons which their actions, and the consequences 
of those actions often so impressively inculcate. Indeed there are 
many characters as well events which, I suppose, are never truly and 
impartially understood but through the medium of history, and some- 
times of remote history. It really appears as if it were necessary, 
in a multitude of cases, that the rays of truth should pass through 
the prism of time before they can be so separated and arranged as to 
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impress an appropriate and faithful image on the field of vision. 
The eloquent and philosophical Cicero did not over rate the value of 
faithful history, when h6 said — ^ Not to know what happened before 
you were born, is to be always a child." But by a much higher 
authority it is eupined-^Remember the days of dd ; consider the 
yean of many generations ; ask thy fathers, and they will shew thee^ 
thy elders, and they toiU tell thee,^ And in accordance with this di- 
vine injunction, it is worthy of notice, that, of all tKe inspired Scrip, 
tures, considerably more than one half is in the historical form. 

" History," as one strongly expresses it, " is the memory of the 
human race. Now let any man reflect, for a moment, what would be 
his situation if he remembered nothing. Let him extend this reflec- 
tion to his family, to his neighbors, to his nation, to his species. The 
result is frightful beyond the power of imagi^nation to paint." I had 
almost said, the bliss of heaven would cease to t)e bliss if memory 
were destroyed. 

Hence that ardent and inextinguishable thirst for historical infor- 
mation which ever has prevailed-and ever will prevail in' enlightened 
and elevated minds. And hence, too, taking advantage of this thirst, 
so natural and so prevalent, the wonderful |K>pularity of that immense 
mass and variety offctUious history ^ which forms one of' the distin- 
guishing features of the last century ; and which has now reached an 
extent and diffusion truly alarming to the enlightened, and especially 
to the Christian philanthropist. The great evil of fictitious history 
is, that it stimulates unnaturally ; and, under the guise of entertain- 
mcnt, imparts illusion, intoxication, Nand finally, (as in the case of 
physical intoxication) debility and disease. The person who, at any 
age, and especialfy in the nK>rning of life, when the bodily constitu- 
tion is forming, instead of daily taking a proper quantity of Wholesome 
food, should undertake to live habitually on confectionary, spices and 
ardent spirits, would undoubtedly be considered as acting an infatua- 
ted part. By taking this course, many a precious youth, naturally 
sound, athletic and promising, has been converted into a feeble and 
miserable valetudinarian, and been brought to a premature grave. In 
like manner, it is no less certain that the influence of fictitious history 
on the minds of those who are inordinately devoted to it, is deeply 
pernicious. It would, perhaps, be difficult to assign any single cause 
which has contributed so much to produce that lightness and frivoKty 
which so remarkably characterize the literary taste of the day in 
which we live, as the unexampled multiplication, and the astonishing 
* Deuteronomy, xxxi., 7. 
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popularity of this class of writings. They discourage the acquisi* 
tion of solid learning ; they fill the mind with vain, unnatural and 
delusive ideas; they deprave the moral taste ; they are often framed 
in such a manner as to be systematic, and sometimes ingenious apolo- 
gists for error and crime. They often exhibit virtue, ahd especially 
piety, as contemptible ; and vice as attractive, honorable and trium- 
phant. The oihnipotence of Love over all obligations and all duties, 
is often zealously maintained ; and the extravagance of criminal 
passion represented as the effect of amiable sensibility. Surely there 
is no risk of error in saying, that the habitual reader of such fiction 
is in a fair way to enervate his own mind, and to banish from it all 
masculine thinking, all correct sentiment, and all solid knowledge. 
A century, or even three quarters of a century ago, when you met 
with a diligent reader, an insatiable devourer of books, yeu might 
generally calculate on finding some robustness of intellect, or, at any 
rate, a large and valuable mass of information. Then the great 
standard masters of English literature were, as a matter of course, 
valued, studied, and made the basis of sentiment and diction among 
all the sober and reflecting, who laid any claim to literary character. 
Now, we have far more readers, and more incessant, unwearied 
readers, with far less of intellectual aliment and strength. Now we 
can shew thousc^nds of men and women, young and old, who exhaust 
all the circulating libraries within their reach ; who are, perhaps, 
seldom or never seen, out of company, but with a book in their 
hands ; who, at the same time, if they have ever heard of such au* 
thors as Bacon, and Shakspeare, and MiUon, and Addison, and Pope, 
and Goldsmith, and Youngi and Thompson, and Johnson, and Cowper^ 
have, perhaps, never read a page of any of their writings ; and who 
have never, it may be, dr^wn from all the millions of pages which 
they haVe poured over, one solitary shred of valuable information ; 
one sober dictate of practical wisdom ; one solid attainment fitted to 
prepare them either for living or for dying ; to act their part well in 
this world, or to get ready to enjoy that which is to come. 

Now whatever has a tendency to break the charm of this love of 
fiction, and to give a taste for substantial, practical realities, cannot 
fail of doing good as far as it operates. We have associated and are 
come hither to promote the study of real history ; the history of our 
own country, especially of our own State ; to recommend an otjeot of 
attention which cannot fail to exert a salutary influence on all, young 
and old, who engage in it ; and which, while it benefits oursdves, 
like every other laudable pursuit, reflects an imj|^ortant benefit on the 
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commumty, which it is equally our privilege and our duty to s^rre. 
Let roe, assure my hearers, and especially the younger part of them, 
that if they were to devote an hundred years ^o the exhaustless stores 
of fictitious history, and should become perfect masters of this large 
department of Ejnglish literature, they would, at the end of this long 
period, have made no attainment adapted to make them either wiser 
or happier. Buf every acquisition made in the knowledge of genuine 
history, is, in all cases, so much laid up for promoting the duties and 
enjoyments of life. 

The plan of promoting any particular branch of knowledge by 
forming a permanent Society fpr its culture, was early adopted* In 
the reign of Charlemagne, in the eighth century, when the cause of 
liberal knowledge had a small and tem)>orary revival, we read of a 
Society of leatned men who associated under the patronage of that 
celebrated monarch, for the purpose of aiding, each other in the pur- 
suit of literature and science. The Society, however, was small and 
feeble, and, as might have been expected, accompUshed little* Scarcely 
any thing more seems to have been attempted until eight centuries 
afterward, when some societies of this kind began to be formed in 
Italy* The first effective impulse for forming such Associationii 
upon any thing like a useful j)lan, seems to have been given by the 
publication of the New Audantis of Lord Chancellor Bacon, early in, 
the 17th century* Since that time they have been multiplied to an 
extent whieh it would be both tedious and useless to attempt to enu- 
merate in detail* , - 

In forming the "New Jbbsey Histojucai. Society," our move- 
ment has been late and tardy, far in the rear of several of our sister 
States* But I congratulate you, my respected Associates, that the 
movement has been made, and that it has commenced w^th so much 
promise of vigor and success* True, indeed, it has been delayed too 
long for him who now addresses you, who, in the weakness of declin- 
ing age, can scarcely hope to be able to co-operate with his fellow- 
members in any other way than by his good wishes and his prayers. 
This, however, i» a matter of Quch extremely small importance, that 
it would never have occurred to him as a proper subject of reference, 
did it not afibrd an opportunity of expressing the earnest and delight- 
ful hope, that, when those who have nearly finished their course, shall 
withdraw from the field of toil, many a youthful laborer, of robust 
body and mind, and patriotic heart will arise to take their places, and 
do more and better than we, their predecessojs, have ever done. 

Instead of selecting any particular point in the history of our 
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State, written or unwritten, on which ta dilate, I shall rather employ 
the hour allotted to this exercise, in ofTering some counsels, or rather 
suggestions, which, if acted upon, would tend greatly to the promo- 
tion of the cause which we are associated to prosecute. And 

I. Allow me to suggest, that, in each county of the State, some 
onlightened and devoted student of the antiquities of New Jersey, be 
stirred up to undertake to write the history of his own county in 
as much minute detail as his materials will enable him. 

The doctrine of the division of labor is one of the most established 
and important principles for augmenting the qtumUty, as well as im- 
proving the quality of human productions, both intellectual and 
mechanical. The amazing benefits which it has accomplished in the 
manufacturing world, arid familiar to us aU. May it not be also 
ipade to a considerable degre^^ available in the department of litera- 
ture ? Many a m^n may be willing and competent to tell the story 
of his Town or County, who would shrink from a larger and more 
complex undertaking. His very familiarity with every hill, and 
valley, and stream, and edifice, public and private, together with all 
the popular traditions concerning every thing^^all familiar to his 
rnind as household words, would undoubtedly give him advantages in 
his investigations which an inhabitant of another district could not 
|)ossess. Further ; in such an undertaking, every neighbor may be 
made a coadjutor in the enterprize ; and even the garrulity of age 
may be turned to valuable account. Nothing more is necessary to 
the happy accon^)lishment of such a contribution to the historical 
wealth of the St^te, than that there be one mind in the district sup^ 
posed, alive to the importance of the object ; ever wakeful to seize 
and appropriate every particle of information within reach, and to 
press every body into an aid in the service. Such a mind may ac- 
complish wonders whenever it undertakes in good earnest to labor. 

I speak of the history of particular portions of the State in detail. 
It is, no doubt, familiar to the minds of those who have paid any at- 
tention to ihe history of the State in which we live, that several of 
the districts which compose it received a stamp at their first settle- 
ment, which donferxed upon thetn a peculiar character^ the efiects of 
which remain, in some measure, to the present day. These ought to 
be recognized and carefully studied : and as no man is qualified to 
write the life of another, who has not succeeded in entering deefdy 
into the proper estihiate of his spirit, his talents, his governing prin- 
cipl^s, and his sphere of action ; so none is prepared to write the 
history of East Jersey f who has not learned fully to understand, and 
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justly to appreciate the character of the first settlers, their origio, 
their opinion^, and the motives and means of their settlement. "" In 
like manner, the history of West Jersiy forms an aspect of a very 
different character for the portrait painter. In fact, if we had a 
faithful unvarnished history of half a dozen of the earliest deisignated 
and most important Counties of the State, we should be amply fur- 
nished with the raw materials for & perfedt history of New Jersey. 
One of the venerable Vice Presidents of our Society has performed a 
service of this kind, for which, as a Jerseyman, as well as a member 
of this Association, I feel much his debtor.f If some like-minded 
individual in every County in the State could be prevailed upon to 
take in hand the history of his own district, with as much minuteness 
and extent as his materials would allow, the general historian wouki 
be furnished with ample materials for going to work without delay. 

II. Another important enterprize in aid of our historical cause, 
which I woilld earnestly recommend, is, that every pastor of a church 
in our State, of every denomination, should forthwith engage in the 
task of writing the history of his own congregation, and as soon as 
it can be carefully and advisedly prepared, committing it to the pfess. 

The history of the several religious Societies in any State, is, vir- 
tually, the history of that State. As any people are in regard to the 
church of 6od^ so they will commonly be found to be in regard to 
intelligence, to fiterature, to secular order and improvement, and to 
social happiness. Of course, he who faithfully elucidates the rise, 
progress and condition of ecclesiastical matters in any community^ 
can never fail to pour a flood of light on the great interests of know- 
ledge, civilization, wealth, prosperity, and social strength and enjoy- 
ment in that community. Whether he intend it or not, if he be 
skilful and faithful, he will have accomplished all this. If, therefore, 
it were in my power to stir up every pastor in the United States to 
write the history of his own congregation, and either print it, or send 
it, for safe keeping, to some appropriate depository, I should considelr 
myself as rendering an essential service to the history of the United 
States, and as conferring a great benefit on our common country. 
And if I could, by this discourse, reach the ears and the hearts of all 
the ministers of religion in New Jersey, and prevail upon each one 

* Since the delivery of this Address the first vohime of the Society's Collections 
has been published, containing " East Jersey under the Proprietary Govemmentr," by 
William A. Whitehead, and "The Model of the Government of East New Jersey/' 
by George Scot of Pitlochie, originally prmted in 1685. 

i "An Historical Account of Ihe first settlement of Salem, in West Jersey, by John 
FiNWiCK, Esquire, Chief Proprietor of (ke^tame, by R. G. Johnson* 
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to engage in the proposed enterpnse wi\h zeal, and without the lo» 
of an hour, I should fed as if the task of this day had not been in vain. 

I say, without the loss of an hour ; for every passing hour jeopards, 
if it do not destroy some precious document, the loss of which may 
esseoatially obscure truth, if it do not indirectly minister to error. 
That raging element, which pays no respect either to the pdicy of 
insurance, or to the claims of literature ; or the silent and less terrific 
corro^ons of time, are, every day, placing beyond the reach of the lover 
of history materials which, however important, can never be recovered. 

Here, then, in this peculiar and approf«>iate manner, every pastor 
in the State may help our Society, and, in so doing, may help himself, 
and, it may be, help the cause of rdigion, to an extent which he 
may not be able now to appreciate. Let every one, then, in the 
sacred office imm^ately commence the work. His inquiries will 
t&^d to wake up his own mind, as wdl as the minds of those 
padshioners and neighbors whom li^.may engage as auxiliaries in 
the coUeciion of materiala. If any ask me for a sample of what is to 
be desired cm this 8id)ject-^I answer— Let every pastor do for his own 
Ohurch what has been so well done for the First Church of Elizabeth- 
Town, and we shall have no more to wish in regard to that point.'^ 

HL Let me go one step further, and entreat sonbe competent person, 
who feels a sufficient interest in the {Subject, to form and publish a 
complete history of every College, every Academy, every High School, 
in abort, every establbhed Literary Institution, for either males or 
^tnales, within the limits of New Jersey. We are, perhaps, so 
fiuniliar witti many of thete Institutions respectively, that we (eel as 
if we knew every thing about them that is important or interesting. 
But we forget that our children know less than ourselves f that even 
now a thousand qoestions concerning them may be asked, which we 
ourselves may be wholly unable to answer ; and that, in a little while, 
if we continue to neglect the history of these Institutions, the number 
of these onansweraUe questions will greatly increase. There are 
points even in the history of the College in the immediate vicinity of 
whieh we are assemUed, though a hundred years have not fuUy^ 
elapsed since it was founded, which it were greatly to be wished that 
our veneraUe Fathers had recorcled with more ^stinctness, and 
transmitted to uswith more satisfactory precision. 

Few understand the real importance of these historical records but 
tbose who have had occasion to explore the recesses of some obscure 
cavern of antiquity. In such an inveiitigation, how precious ia every 

*Note8, Historical, and Biographicalf concerning EUzdbeth'Tottm, ^c. By Nicholas 
McmaAV, D.D. 1844. ISn^.^ pp. 160. 
12 



Digitized by 



Google 



ray of light ! faow in?aki8i>]e ^ery ascertained date» or promtneitt 
&ct, which either accident or design may have left on record ! It 
were well if, in this respect, we could be induced to take counsel from 
the land of our Fathers. There, we know, that not only every county 
and every town, but every cathedral, almost every parish church, 
every college, every castle, every important school, and even every 
conspicuous ruin has been honored with its appropriate history, drawa 
np sometimes at great length, and with laborious accuracy, and often 
embellished with all the refined and splendid illustrations which the 
arts of painting «nd engraving can supply. 

Happy would it be for the interests of liberal knowledge in our 
State, if every seminary of learning, every permanent public institution 
should find its appropriate and faithful historian, before its annals shall 
have passed beyond recovery. Let none say, of any public institution 
or place that.it is too inconsiderable to employ the histoxian's pen. — 
When Romulus first established his little band of followers on the 
Palatine Hill, he probably never thought of recording the fact; not 
did any of his posterity think of such a record for centuries afterward. 
But had they been able to look into fi^turity, how different would their 
estimate have been ! How easy had it been to forestall all the doubts 
speculation and controversy ' which, for more them twenty centuries 
have been wasted on the question concerning the foundation of the 
"Eternal City"! 

There are few States in our Union the topical history of which is 
more closely interwoven with the story of our Revolutionary contest 
than that of New Jersiey*. The hills, the vallies, the towns, the pubUo 
edifices, and even the otherwise obscure hamleto of a large part of our 
state, abound with memorials which bear a similar relation to the story 
of that great struggle by which the God of armies gave independence 
to our beloved country, that the shores of the Mediterranean do to the 
efirly history of the human race. - 

IV. There can be no doubt that the examination of our colonial 
Laws, and the eariy records of our colonial Courte, would furnish many 
fiicts deeply interesting to the studente of the history of New Jersey. 

We have heard often and much of the << Blue Laws" of Connecticut, 
and of the trial and " hanging of Witches" in Massachusetts. What 
disclosures a careful examination of our own early annals might make 
in these respects^ I am not prepared to say $ but I do say, that my 
early inquiries in another State, many years ago, satisfied me that 
some of the early colonial stetutes of, at least New York and Virgimmf 
were quite as intensely ^blue" in some of their aspects as those of 
Connecticut, and that, with regard to trials and exeautions ic^r 
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BOthbgof the stillrinore numerousfiiid qtiite as tragic scenes icoimeeted 
.with tktt alleged crime which took place in CHd England, about tha 
same time, as well as a little before, and in which so great and good a 
man as Lord Cluef Justice Hale officially participated. The truth is^ 
the raore^ we become acquainted with the history of our own State» 
the less we shall be disposed to indulge either wonder or censure at 
the early history of our sister States. If this suggestion be worthy of 
regard, then every Attorney and Counsellor at Law in our State may 
help us essentially, if he be only imbued with the spirit of a zealous 
and vigilant antiquary. A spirit, by th^ way, the indulgence of which 
may prepare^ him, not only to be an efficiettt auxiliary in our Assoeia. 
tidn, but also to be a more enlightened and a more able pro&ssicmal 
advocate as long as he lives. Let me now descend 

v. Another step lower in detail, and advise every individual, and 
especially every young man who wishes and aims to be something 
among his fellow-men, to keep up, by a faUhful dimyf the paaeing 
hutory of his own Itfe, 

The keeping a dtarf, and, indeed, (he whole business of atUo- 
htagra/phy in every form, may, by levity or vanity, be made superla- 
tively ridiculous ; or^ by wisdom and fiddity be made to answer a 
most important purpose in forming the character, and regulating the 
life. The benefit which such a diary afi^ds in after life, to him who 
keeps it, in the facts which it records ; the dates which it fixes ; and 
the numberless items of information which it secures for review, can be 
fully understood only l^ one who has made the^xperiment. And» 
what isworthy of notice, the nlore eminent and important the individual 
afterward becomes, the more precious to himself is such a record of his 
early life ; and, of course, the more precious to those who survive him. 
In the course of a long life, I have known such diaries to settle many 
important historical questions ; to terminate perplexing controversies ; 
to prevent law suits; and to convey and perpetuate an aniount of 
information which may be of inestimable value to individuals, to 
fiunilitts, and, in some cases, to the whole community. 

Nor is this all : the very keeping of such a diary is adapted to ex^rt 
a salutary influence on the mind of him who keeps it. He who daily 
calla himself to an account for the manner in which he spends the day ; 
who makes a careful record of all its employments ; and who is con- 
atrained, for this purpose, often to << consider his ways,^' to deal muck 
in self'inspection, and self-examination, and to ponder op what he has 
done, and is still called to do— cannot fail of being profited by s)ich a 
task. If nobody else should ever derive benefit from bis diary,^ he will* 
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SMDi^diy, be hitns^ a garner b^r it. He itrhd ftiiUliUy keepi mch a 
** day book*' of his life^ catinot be a ftiwcAoKota or dt«0Klerly person. la 
spite, I had almost said, of himself, he must lead a life, in 80moineasiir»» 
systematic and regular. I do not assert that the experience, of othos 
has been in no case different ; but I have never personally known any 
one who faithfully and constantly kept a daily record of his life, who 
was not a sober liver, an honored citizen, and a public benefactor. — 
We are told, indeed, that Lord Byron^ with all his eccentricity aad 
profligacy, constantly kept a diary. But the moral as well as the 
intellectual anomalies of that man's character were so enormous, nay 
BO perfectfully monstrous, that the usual estimates of human natuie 
are found utterly at fault when his career comes into view. 

I speak in the presence of a large body of young men, enjo3ringthe 
advantages of the best mental culture. I will indulge die hope t^t a 
large portion of them are governed by a spirit of devated emulation, 
who << seek," as Lord Chancellor Bacon expresses it, << to be eminent 
among able men." This, Bacon pronounces to be ^ a great task ; a 
task which cannot be rightly pursued, without, in itsdf, conferring a 
public benefit." To every young man fired with any measure of this 
noble ambition, I would say, Commence from this hour to keep a 
fiiitfaful record of your daily employments. You cannot anticipate 
the amount of its utility, and the higher you rsoLj rise hereafter in 
honor and usefulness, the more precious will this record be found.-— 
With regard to others, in such a body of young men, (I hope it is a 
small proportion of their number) — ndio, as the same illustrious writer 
expresses it,— aim at nothing but to be ^ a figure among cyphers.'' — 
What are they but a blot on all honorable reputation,-*^-an incubus oa 
their country's honor? ' 

You will not, of course, consider me as advising xtery yom^ 
man, without discrimination, to record his daily doings. By no 
tneans. For the mere frvges cansumere nofi— who love neither 
knowledge, nor any thing else that is good — for ^lem to attempt to 
keep an honest journal of their lives, would be a mockery of good 
sense, not worth the ink and paper employed in its construction, and. 
If faithful, capable only of recording their own shame. 

Fancy to yourselves for a moment, a specimen of the contents of a 
diary kept by sttck a student. Think of the following as a quotation 
fVom it. <<Had a little conflict to-day with the Coltege authority. 
Was frowned upon and reproved by the President for using disrespect- 
fnl language and conduct in the class. M^n. I nrast take the first 
opportunity to insult the President, and to shew him that I consider 
such conduct on his part as not to be borne by a young man of 
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been tar wwietiine more aad more displeased with the College^ and my 
c(mii66tion With it. Thtt Faeidty are so tenacious in insisting on 
Aligent study and good oidery— £)r neither of which 1 hare any taate, 
that I could not any longer endute it.. Besidea,^ those vulgar fellows 
eaHed ar0dii9r89 have beatt» fer a number of weeks past, so incessantly 
fi^wing wto with their duns-^conduct which has always appeared to 
me a thing of exceedingly bad taste9<^that I have had no peace of 
mind for weeks. I, therefore, took * French leave' of the Institution 
this morningi before day light, and happily escaped Faculty, Creditors 
and aU ; and now fed myself an h<KiK»rable freeman." I ask again, 
can we imagine a diary, kept by a student in this or any other College, 
to furnish such an extract as that which yoi| have heard ? Never ! 
Never ! Why 1 Because no one who jreally kept such a record, ever 
did sQch thii^(s« 

Do you woaderrthen, my respected Associates, that I earnestly 
recommend to every man who has a spark of noble emulation burning 
in his bosom, and eapedally to every young man pursuing a liberal 
education^ with a view to rising in the world, to keep a daily faithful 
record of his employments, his attainments, and his plans and habits 
of living. I should be at a loss to mention any thing, short of real 
Religion, more likely to fix the attention; to generate habits of 
industry and ordw; to inspire a sense of responsibility ; and thus to 
prepare for acting a useful part on the great theatre of life. 

From aU that has been saidi I trust it will appear, that it is in the 
power of every class, and of <all ages of our fellow citizens to help us in 
the great cause for which we are buided together. Not only those 
who occupy public stations, and nidio are accustomed to act for the 
community as well as for themselves ; not only the aged, many of whom 
are laden with, the treasures of tradition ; but ^very farmer, every 
merchant, every mechanio, every minister of the gospel, every teacher 
of youth, nay, every youth himself who desires to cherish a taste for 
liberal knowledge, and for devated action, may yidd solid aid in the 
cause in which we aieeqgaged ; and, in so doii^> they will never fail 
to help themselves. But it is to be defdored that,, although the field is 
so widely extended, so endlessly diversified, and so phiinly open for 
laboren^ so few are disposed to enter it^ and partake in gathering the 
harvest, << Mtxmu demmtposeentSbus arvigJ* Ours wfll be the ta^ to 
inform all around us how they may help, and to excite them to labor. 
Cannot the EUoecutive Conm&ittee^ as one means of giving impulse to 
our machinery, engage, in each County in the State, an enlightened, 
public i^irited individual, who would take pleasure in becoming a 
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centre of infltience, vnd ofdeposite fbrwir SDoietyv wbo^ aJ he immd 
about among his neighbors, woaki delight in giving to evef 7 one with 
whom he met, an impulse, a lesson, and a ta£^ ; and who woiM take 
care to return from every excursion, whether of business or of pleasure, 
laden with some memorials of the olden time. 

To these suggestions I beg permission to add some remariss on two 
points which appear to me to be worthy of notice, and of no little 
practical importance, in entering on "^ur labors as a Historical 
Society. 

I. The first is, that we guard toith sacred care against m^i^ringour 
Irutitutian to be pressed irttothe service of party pctkics. The spirit of 
conflict between political parties is one of the most reckless, blinding, 
unrelenting, ali^rasping, and all-devouring spirits that ever agitated 
liie human mind. There is nothing too sacred to be perverted by this 
spirit, and made subservient to its most nefarious pvojeets. Now if 
there he any human association which ought, with scrupulous care, to 
hold itself aloof from the influence of this spirit, it is that which is 
here assembled. . Professiqg to be associated for the purpose of Col- 
lecting and recording facts — sibeplb facts — ^ifHiatever may be their 
import, and on whomsoever they may bear — how incongruous, nay, 
how dishonest, fot such an Association to lend itself to the prejudicef(, 
the sinister purposes, and the violence of political partizans, whose 
very element it is to make truth subservient to the honor of favorite 
names, and to the schemes of lawless ambition ! / 

The spirit of the Crusades f which pervaded and convulsed Europe, 
in the eleventh and following centuries^ and which drained Western 
Christendom of so many millions of her population and her treasures, 
was a tremendous spirit. It was bhnd, fierce, and utterly ianatieal ; 
but it was ?ionest. I speak now of the earlier stages of that great and 
wide-spread Mania. It was Twnest, that isy the great mass of the 
leaders and the led really meant what they said. I wish it were 
possible, with truth, to say the same of the genuine spirit of political 
party, especially in its more concentrated and malignant forms. In 
its^ warfare against tmth-Hsimple, pure truth— it is really an awfid 
spirit. Now the discovery and establishment of sioqile, unadulterated 
truth is the great object of our association. With us every fact and 
every character should be examined and recorded with the rigid con- 
scientiousness of MKN ON OATH. Bo ioot over confident, my respected 
Associates, that you will never be imp(H*tuned to depart from this 
principle : but I would deliberately say, rather disband; than yield to 
an influence so utterly subversive of the very first principles of your 
organization. 
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H* Tfae«ecoiid OMitic«i to wfaidi I beg bave to call your attestion, ur, 
that, in reading nMMkrn historians, in the English language, especially 
those prepa^ for popular use, in our own country, it is important to 
be on our ^ard against the mistakes and the confusion arising from 
the want4>f distinction between the old and new style in Chronology, 

It is well known that JtiZtttf CmMr^ a few years before theincar- 
natioa of Christ, finding the Roman Calendar in a state of dej^orable 
disorder, assembled a number of learned men at Rome, who, after long 
and careful. deliberation on tiie subject, applied a correction which 
iVas deemed sufficiently accurate to assume a systematic character. 
They made the year to consist of 365 days and 6 hours. This is 
between 11 and 12 minutes more than the true solar year ; so that, 
under the operation of this system, in IjSO years, a full day accumu- 
latsd abore the accurate estimate. The consequence was, that, in the 
latter part of the sixteenth century, it was found that the Calendar 
had gc^ten wrong by the accumulation of 10 days. To rectify this 
disorder, ^he Roman Pontiff adopted similar means to those to which 
Jidkn Caesar had resorted sixteen centuries before. He collected a 
numberH)f learned men in his Capital) and, by their counsel, framed a 
plan ^r disposing of the supernumerary days which had already 
accumulated, and to prevent, by a judicious interposition of leap 
years, any such accumulation in future.* The Calendar, thus cor- 
I'ected, was called the newstyUy and is that system of Chronology by 
which we are now governed. This new mode of . reckoning com- 
menced in Rome, as is generally known, in 1582. It went into 
operation in some of the Roman Catholic States immediately, and in 
sdl of them without the loss of much time. ' The Protestant States 
were slow in receiving it ; nor were they simultaneous in adopting it. 
Ghfeat Britain did not recognize it as regulating her Calendar until 
1759 ; that is, one hundred and seventy years s^ter its original con- 
struction. This, of course, led to a very serious discrepance, during ^ 
the greater part of two centuries, between the system of dating qn the 
part of British and American writers, and those who were subject to 
the Roman Catholic States of Europe. It will searc^y be believed, 
unless by one whose attention has been particularly drawn to the 

* It omit npt be supposed that x\ip Refonnatibn of the Calendar in the time of Pope 
Gregory, assumed and adopted the precise arrangement which obtained in the time of 
Julius Csesar. The truth is, that, while the general principles of the Caesarian plan of 
correction were adopted, it was determined, fdt ecclesiastieal reasons, that the Equinox 
shoukl be restored to the same day of .the month of March on which it fell at the 
CouTicU <^ Nice. Had the correction in 1582 been made with strict reference to the 
former system, the supernumerary days thrown away must have amounted to at least 
iwelvef instead of ten, as the slightest computation wiU deaoiuumtt. 
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subject, what a wonder^ amount of tmadiirtmtm in the pages of abme 
of our most popular, and indeed excellent hiator ioal writeis, has grown 
out of this diversity of chronological reckoning. Sometimes in the 
same extended narrative ; on the same page ; nay, within half a 
dozen lines of each other, we find them, in some dates of the same 
story, following the French, Spanish and Portuguese writers, all of 
whom adopted the new style, subsequentiy to 1582 ; and, in other 
dates, fdlowing the British authmities, who, up to 1753, were always 
governed by the old style ; or the dates of the Protestants of QenBany, 
Denmark, ^cc., who adopted the newtUfle at difiteent periodsw And» 
in some cases, these are so strangely mixed up together, as very 
seriously to mislead all but the most caveful readers, and^ indeed^even 
these readers have rarely at hand the means of prev^iting their being 
misled, and of conducting them to accurate renilts. This difi^ence 
of reckoning is never less than tenor ^venida3ra, which, in many 
cases of controverted chronology, may /be highly important. But in 
some cases, for reasons which I will not now stop to explain, it may 
import a difference of more than a year, which may lead to error not 
a little mischievous, as well as perplexing. It ought to be borne in 
mind that these discrepances in dates have crept into the works of 
some of our best historians. They are to be found in the work of the 
faithful and laborious Smithy the respected histodan of our own St^. 
They are to be foimd in some of the best manuals pfq>ared for our 
Academies and Schools : and, indeed, it is no easy matter either to 
detect or avoid them, without u degree both of skill and vigilance in 
Chronology which is seldom possessed. 

Such, my respected Associates, is the great field in which we are 
called to labor, and in which it will be our policy^ as wdl as our duty 
to engage as many co-workers as we can find or make. But white 
we strive to engage die cooperation of as many as poasiUe^ let each 
one labor as if all depended on himself. In every efficient and useful 
Association with which it has been my privilege to be connected, in 
the course of a long life, the mass of the work has been done by a 
few men, who had both a taste and a zeal for labor. Let each of us 
aim to be such a member of this bod}^— ever at wotk-— ever stimulating 
others to work, — but resolving that whatever dse may fail, the work, 
by Divine help, shidl not cease, but go on. One of the most honorable 
characteristics of a genuine Patriot, and especially of a Christian 
Patriot, is, that he is a wobsiho Xiu^-^ver planning and laboring for 
the enlargement of the field of knowledge, and ever willing to ex^ 
himself and make sacrifice^ for promoting the improvement and 
happiness of his fellow men. 
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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Vol I. 1845-1846. No. 3. 



New Brunswick, Notemher 6<A, 1845. 
The Society met pursuant to adjournment, Col. Robert G. John- 
son, First Vice President, in the Chair ; the Hon. James Parker, 
another of the Vice Presidents being also present. The Correspond- 
ing Secretary reported upon the correspondence of the Society since 
the last meeting, and read letters from Professor Sparks, Hon. Theo- 
dore Frelinghuysen, xMessrs. David B. Ogden, J. R. Brodhead, Jas. 
Parker, of Ohio, and F. W, Hubbell, of Penn.» in acknowledgment of 
their election as honorary, or corresponding members ; and from 
Jiiessrs. S. Alofsen and Wm. Duane accompanying donations. 

The Donations to the Society since September were announced^ 
and the Secretary laid upon the table a large number of original 
documents connected with public affairs in New Jersey during a 
number of years, which had belonged to the Morris family, and 
placed at the disposal of the Society by Charles §• Boggs, Esq*, 
Lieut. U. S. N., a descendant. 

As this gift was one of unusual interest, on motion of Rev. Dr* 
CoGswEXL, it was 

Resohedi That the thanks of the Society be specially communi- 
cated to lAeuU C. S. Boggs for his valuable donation of original 
papers. 

The Rev. D« V. McLean, Chairman of the Executive Committee, 
stated that ft recent painful event at Princeton (the illness of young 
13 
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Mr. Boudinot at the house of Prof. D. and his subsequent death,) 
would debar the Society the gratification expected from hearing an 
address from Professor Dod at the present meeting, as was expected. 
Mr. Wm. B. Kinney, from the Committee on Publications, reported, 
in effect that they had contracted for the publication of the History 
of East New Jersey under the Proprietary Government?, and that 
the work would soon be published, in an octavo volume of about 300 



Mr. W. A. Whitehead, Chairman of Committee on Statistics, re- 
ported verbally that no special subject of inquiry having been refer- 
red to them by the Society, the committee had directed their attention 
to the Criminal Statistics of the State and had taken preparatory 
steps towards the obtainment from the various counties, of informa- 
tion which they trusted would prove not only of interest to the mem- 
bers pf the Society, but to the people of the State generally. He 
hoped the first fruits of their exertions would be presented in the 
Annual Report of the keeper of the State Prison — who had politely 
promised, at the suggestion of the committee, to comprise in his 
report, so far as the records of his office would permit, full statistical 
details of the institution for as long a period as possible. 

A vacancy existing in this Committee, through the declination of 
Mr. Paterson, the Rev. A. A. Marcellus, of Monmouth^ was appoint- 
ed to fill it. 

Dr. MuBBAT, from the Committee on Nominations reported various 
members, who were duly elected, and other nominations were received. 

The Committee suggested, as the Constitution limits the number of 
Honorary Members, to be elected in any one year, to twenty ; the 
propriety of members, nominating for that class, confining themselves 
to one name each, at any one meeting ; and that special reference be 
had in the nominee to his connection with history and historical sub- 
jects. 

The Committee also suggested that much benefit might accrue to 
the Society by an addition to the number of Corresponding Members. 
(Native Jerseymen residing elsewhere.) It is gratifying to those 
abroad to be claimed still as Jerseymen in feeling, and by the nomi- 
nation of proper persons the correspondence with them might in time 
become highly valuable, from the literary stores and natural produc- 
tions it will bring into its library and cabinets. They therefore 
advised the members to increase their nominations for Corresponding 
Members, by a judicious selection among the natives of the State 
residing permanently elsewhere. 
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The special order of business was then taken up — ^being the amend- 
ment to the Constitution offered at the last meeting by the Rev* Dr. 
Murray, 

"The Library and Depositories shall be located at Newark." 

Afler some discussion the Rev. Mr. McLean moved to postpone 
the subject to the Annual meeting, — ^lost, and the hour of 8 P. M. 
having arrived the subject was laid on the table for the present to 
enable the Society to hear a ^ Memoir of Gov. Lewis Morris" read 
by the Rev. Dr. Davidson, of New Brunswick.* 

In connection with his paper, Dr. D. presented to the Society a 
letter Ix^ok of Mr. Morris, containing copies of official and private 
letters written by him while Governor of New Jersey. 

On motion, the thanks of the Society were voted to Dr. Davidson 
for the memoir, and also for his valuable donation. 

5 P. M. The Society being called to order, the discussion upon 
the amendment of the Constitution was renewed. 

After some conversation, the Society gave permission to Dr* Mur- 
ray to withdraw his amendment and he submitted instead thereof the 
following resolution, which (after an amendment offered by Dr. Proud- 
fit, to make the Corresponding Secretary the depositary ; had been ne- 
gatived) was adopted. 

Resolved, That for the present the Library and Depository of the 
Society shall be at Newark. 

On motion of Mr. Aschbr Giffobd, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to collect information 
from distingished persons of our State with regard to such events of 
their own time in which they may have participated, or of which they 
had knowledge, as may be interesting to this Society or useful to a 
Biographer— to be deposited in the confidential archives of the 
Society. 

The resolution was referred to the Executive Committee. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. McLean, 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be authorized to apply to 
the Legislature for an act incorporating the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Whitehead, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to present a memorial to 
the Legislature, in behalf of the Society, asking for the adoption of 
such measures as may be necessary to secure to the State copies of 
all historical documents of importance for the full illustration of our 

* Br. Davidson's valuable paper is reserved for fotore publication.— Com. 
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past history, that may be in the possession of the other States of the 
Union, — and also the requisite measures for obtaining accurate infor- 
mation respecting the character, number, and place of deposit of the 
documents in the English archives referring to our Colonial History ; 
and also of the probable expense of obtaining copies thereof for the 
use of the State. 

Messrs. W. A. Whitehead, S. G. Potts and B. S. Field wen ap- 
pointed the Committee. ' 

Rev. Dr. Musray introduced a resolution for the appointment of a 
Committee to co-operate with the inhabitants of Monmouth County 
in effecting the erection of a Monument on the battle ground of Mon- 
mouth ; which, after some conversation, was indefinitely postponed. 

The Corresponding Secretary stated that, from information he had 
received, it was probaUe nlany, if not all, of the papers of Governor 
Franklin were at present in Paris, in the possession of the widow of 
his son. There was no certainty that they could be obtained, but he 
submitted the matter to the action of the Society ; the papers were 
undoubtedly valuable, and it would be very gratifying could they be 
secured. He then read a letter from Professor Sparket relating to 
these papers. 

Mr. Chables Kino, after some remarks, o&red the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary be authorized to open 
a correspondence with the representative of the Franklin family, or 
other persons, in Paris, with the view of obtainivg for the archives of 
the Society such original papers of Governor William Franklin as 
may be in their possession. 

An invitation was received from the Committee of Arrangements 
to attend the celebration at Elizabethtown, oit the 24th of November 
instant, on the occasion of the erection of a Monument to the 
memory of Rev. James Caldwell, which was accepted by the Society. 

The Society adjourned to meet at Trehton on the third Thursday 
in January, 1846. 
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SELEGTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AM) PAPERS 

Laid before the Society, 

FROM DAVID B. OGDEN, ESa 

New York, September 12, 1845. 
My Deab Sir, 

I have had the pleasure of receiviDg your note of 
the 0th instant, giving me notice that I have heen elected a corres- 
ponding member of the New Jersey Historical Society. In acknow- 
ledging the receipt of your note, I cannot but express my thanks to 
the Society for the honor they have done me, my earnest approval of 
the objects of the Society, and my belief that its efforts will be the 
means of preserving many important historical documents which 
might else be lost, and which may be very interesting to those who 
feel an interest in the history of the past days of the State, and in 
her future destiny. 

With great respect, I am your humble serv't. 

DAVID B. OGDEN. 
Wm. a. Whitbhbap, Esa. 



FROM MR. S. ALOFSEN. 

Jbsssy Citt, November 3, 1845. 
Dear Sir, 

I have the honor to request you to accept as a trifling 
addition to the Library of the New Jersey Historical Society, a copy 
of the London edition of the engravings of the engines and boilers 
of the Steam Frigate Kapischatka, built at New York for the 
Russian Government, by Messrs. R. 6d G. L. Schuyler ; accompanied 
by a published letter of Mr. George L. Schuyler, to Hon'ble W. 
Gwin, Member of Congress from Mississippi, dated New York, Jan- 
uary 30, 1843, and by a file of N. Y. newspapers of the time, con« 
taining descriptive articles relative to her construction, dcc^ dec. 

It was the intention of the Messrs. Schuyler to build the Kama* 
chatka at Jersey City, but as the soundings proved an insufficient 
depth of water for launching a vessel of her class, this project was, 
afiter due d^beration, reUictaotly abandoned* She was built atTfew 
Yi^rk, and after her launch on the 24th November, 1840, taken to 
Jersey City to the pier foot of Wayne street, (purposely constructed 
&r her accommodation) to receive her machinery and boilers^ ;4te*» 
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and from whence she sailed for Cronstadt on the 29th September, 
1841. 

At that time the Ramschatka was the largest Steamship of War 
ever built in the world, being of 600 horse power and measuring as a 
Double Decker 2049 9-95 tons, and as a Single Decker 2281 90-96 
tons. Many parts of her heavy machinery had never been construct- 
ed in this country, and no establishment of the i^equired magnitude 
existed to forge her shafts. Messrs. H. Abbott dc Co. of Baltimore, 
undertook this work. They erected a building and triphammer, 
which proved to be of inadequate power, and meeting with further 
disasters they became well high despondent, and the much desired ob- 
ject of procuring this work also in the United States, would have 
been abandoned had not the Messrs. Schuyler rendered them every 
necessary assistance. 

Notwithstanding all that has been said against this handsome spe- 
cimen of American genius, as well here as elsewhere, the Kamschatka 
still remains the favorite Steamer of the Elmperor Nicholas, and has 
this summer been selected to convey the Empress to Italy for the re- 
covery of her health ; which shpws that His Majesty appreciates and 
confides as much in the skill of the Dutchmen of New Netherlands, 
as did his celebrated ancestor the Great Czaar Peter in tliat of their 
ancestors of the Old United Provinces. 

I am, sir, with sentiments of high regard, your obedient servant, 

S. ALOFSEN. 
To W. A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec. N. J. Hist. Soc. 



THREE LETTERS from WILLIAM FRANKLIN, 

Governor of New Jersey, to his father. Dr. Franklin, copies of which were presented 

hf William Duane, Esq., of Philadelphia. 

BuBL^, June 10, 1767. 

HoN^ Fathbb, 

I have before me your two favours of March 19 

and April 11, which came by the pacquet. 

Your remarks on the Report of the Board of Trade have been 

printed and never any thing met with more general approbation. 

Even the Prop^ Party are warm in its praises. Alex' Houston, I am 

toh), has acknowledg*^ that he did not believe that all the writers on 

his side of the question put together could produce any thing equal to 

it. Our friend, Sam^ Smith of this town says that he thiiiks all the 

Provinces in North America ought to join to make it worth your 

vhite to reside in England as long [as] you live. The People of this 



Digitized by 



Google 



103 

Province are mttch pleased with your having" mentioned New Jersey 
as one of the colonies which have guarded against excess in paper 
currency. They have no tidings of any thing's being done by their 
own agent* in this or any other American. afiair ; and the Ass^ hav- 
ing some resentment for their being surprised into the appointment of 
him, will probably remove him at this Sessions. But whom they will 
appoint in his stead I cannot guess. 

The clamour in England against the colonies has alarmed the people 
here in general. The New York Assembly, I'm told, have voted 
3000J& for supplying the King's troops with necessaries, which is to 
be put into the hands of persons who are to provide -the same articles 
as are required by Act of Parliament, without taking any more notice 
of that Act than if it had never existed. Our Assembly, which is 
now sitting, will, I believe, aCt nearly on the same plan. They had 
indeed provided in the last Act, all the necessaries mentioned in the 
Act-of Parliament except cider, or rum in lieu thereof; but they at 
the same time provided some other things Which were not required by 
that Act ; and the officers and soldiers quartered in this Province have 
acknowledged themselves well satisfied. There are several letters 
from England which mention Gov'* Moore's impudent letter's being 
read in the House of Lords and I hear 'tis likely to occasion some un- 
easiness between him and the people at New York. I wish, however, 
that the Assemby there had done at their last sitting what they have 
now done, as it would have saved their friends in the ministry a great 
deal of trouUe and they might too have done it very consistently, if, 
as you say, they considered the Act in the light of a requisition. As 
to the Boston Assembly there seem to be no hopes of any temperate 
proceedings from that quarter unless Gov' Barnard was removed or 
Otis was to die. 

You may depend that yt)ur mahogany press will not be used, and 
I fancy they have avoided meddling with the litter, but I shall enquire. 
When Mr. Parker comes this way I wiU get him to fix a value on 
that and the old press. 

I am much obliged to you for procuring the collectorship for my 
friend KoUock. I have wrote to him that it was procured by a friend 
of mine, to whom I had applied in his behalf; and have taken pains 
to inculcate among our friends your aversion to engage in such appli- 
cations while you continue Agent. The reasons you urge for its not 
being known that you had any hand in the afiair are undoubtedly of 

[* Henry Wilmot : appointed in 1766 and superseded in 1769 by the appointment of 
Dr. Franklin.— Cor. Sec] ' ' - 
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great weight, and I have contrived it so that it is genen^lly suspected 
that I obtained it through Mr. Cooper with whom, many here have 
heard I was acquainted in England. The David Hill you mention is 
a Member of Assembly for Sussex, and had the Proprietary interest 
to procure the office. As the Proprietor has failed in his fippUeation, 
I suppose the party would, if they thought his want of success was 
owing to you, make such another outcry as they did when they were 
disappointed in getting the Collectorship of New Ca3tle for one Mor- 
ris in whose behalf they had greatly exerted themselves. Morris's 
friends and the Prop^ wrote over that you had got the office for 
Walker (I think his name is) and that they were so informed at the 
Treasury. This was generally believed to be truth, and you were 
much abused for using your interest for a drunken fellow and a stran- 
ger, when you might have got it for some man of character on this 
side of the Water, or let the Prop' have procured it for some such ; 
that your not doing this was making a wanton useof yo^r interest 
merdy with a view of thwarting the Prop'' &c. ^c. But when the 
man arrived and heard 4bese reports, he declared that he was not even 
known to you, and I have [heard ?] told many that he owed his place 
to Mr. Trecothic as you wrote me. But the Prop^ Party notwith- 
standing, persevere in declaring that you got it for him, and that they 
have letters which mention it. I suppose the Prop' had heard of the 
application you made for that office in behalf of some friend> and 
concluded when the uppoihtment was made that Walker was the 
man. As to the fees which you have paid or may pay, on account 
of Mr. KoUock's commission I will be answerable to you for themt 
and should be glad you'd acquaint me what they are. 

Gov' Wentworth visited me on his journey and l9.y a night at my 
house. I next morning accompanied him as far as Trenton Falls 
where we spent the day a fishing and supped together. I think him 
a very sensiUe, easy, figreeable gentleman. 

[The rest of this letter is lost.] 

BuBLiNGTON, Ocf 23'* 1767, Friday. 
HoK° Fathsx, 

I wrote to you yesterday ^n a hurry on hearing 
that the packet wi^s to sail from New York to morrow, but my letter 
got over to Bristol too late for the post, who, it seems, nussed his 
Tuesday's stage and did not get into Philadelphia until Wednesday, 
and the Post Master kept him till Thursday morning and then des- 
patched him early, whereas in common he is not despatched till 
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Tharvday afternoon. I iball therefore send my letter to Col. Daveo* 
port to be forwarded by some vessel that is going to England from 
Philadelphia. 

I forgot to mention before that I had received the copy of the King's 
grant to you of 2000 acres in Nova Scotia. I have not the least 
doubt but something handsome might be made of it if well managed, 
which, if 1 am well informed, is far from being the case with the lands 
in which you and Mr. Hughes are concerned. Mr. Jacob Hall (who 
keeps a tavern at the Wheat Sheaf near Frankford and has been lately 
at Nova Scotia with settlers for your company of which he is likewise 
a member) complains heavily of the narrow spiritedness and misman* 
agement of Mr. Hughes and the other members. They empow ered 
him, it seems, to conduct there a body of settlers and to furnish them 
with such necessaries as they should have occasion for till they could 
subsist themselves ; but though he gave them nothing but what was 
indispensably necessary they refused on his return to allow his ao* 
count. This put it out of bis power to return again to Nova Scotia, 
he having bought provisions on there on his own credit. By thili 
means a number who had engaged to accompany Mr. Hall on his re* 
tarn were deterred from going, which has greatly retarded the settle- 
ment. And the poor people who were left there last fall and who, as 
they were not yet able to rai«e any thing for themselves, relied on a 
further supply to be brought by Mr. HaH, were during the whole win- 
ter in the greatest distress imaginable and must infalUbly have starved 
had it not been for Lieut. Gov. Franklin and Capt. Houston an old 
settler in that province's taking compassion on them. These gent* 
■eat them supplies from time to time, in confidence that the company 
were gentlemen of too much honour not to repay them. However I 
am toM by Hall (of whom Iliad this intelligence about 2 months ago) 
that the company are averse to paying a farthing and, he believes, 
will not Some settlers, I understand, engaged to transport them- 
s^ves at their own experse, but others were, on account of their 
present poverty, to be transported at the expense of the Company, 
who were to be repaid as the settlers grew able. Part of the former 
sort, however, were not able to comply with their engagements ; ne- 
vertheless, Mr. Hall (who seems to have very right notions and a 
proper spirit for new settlements*) says the Company ought cheerfully 
to advance every thing for the settlers till the settlement is well estab- 
lished, and take the people's words and mortgages for the repayment 
of what ou^ht to be repaid. The people, too, complain on their part 
that the company have not complied with their engagements in hav- 
14 
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lag the portion of land allotted |o the fliettieM flurve]re^ to them, which 
was to have been done immediately after their arrival* , In short it 
appears that the Company want a head to contrive and conduct mat- 
ters for them, and that they are too parsimonious and contracted in 
their views for such a design. I much doubt if you don't meet with 
difficulty in getting repaid the fees you have advanced to the Clerk 
of the Council in their behalf. Mr. Hall tells me that the lands which 
have fallen to your share are very valuable, being some of the best in 
the patent. He wishes that you had been present at the meeting of 
the Com^ for then, he says, matters would have been conducted more 
properly. — I intend calling on him soon to learn all the particulars* 
As to Mr. Hughes, I never see or hear from him. I believe he Uvea 
altogether in the country. I shall make it my businesa sOon to see 
him and hear his account of the matter. 

I send you enclosed a copy of a letter Mrs* Franklin received laat 
night from Parson Brown of Newark, in which he gives some dark 
hints of an attempt to have me removed. But 1 have not the least 
suspicion of what he alUides to» as no Gov' ever stood better with the 
people in general than I do at present. Some indeed suspect that 
there is' a scheme to get Lieut. CoL Skinner who la'*' (a few words 
lost) Warren, to apply for the government, which they say he would 
stand a good chance of obtaining thro' the interest of Col. Fiter<^» his 
brother in law and the Duke of Grafton. But I confessj see no 
reason for such suspicions. I am at present on a vei^ .friendly foot- 
ing with Cortlandt Skinner, and though he miglit wish his brother to 
be Governor here, yet I hardly think he would be guilty of any under* 
hand means to have me removed from this gorersmeat, unless I was 
to have .finother in exchange. And I much question whether CoL 
Skinner, now he is married to so great a fiwtnne aad has a good 
chance of rising in the army would wish to . have the^«vernment-^ 
Mr. Brown lives near and is intimate with Capt. Arch*^ Kennedyv who 
without the least cause in the world, has taken, I'm told, attuncommoa 
prejudice against me. Perhaps he may have thrown out some hittbs 
which may have alarmed Mr« Browa and induced him oat of a legaxd 

*[Lieut. Col. Skinner was a brother of Cortlandt Skinner the Attorney General of the 
Province. The missing words were probably " lately married Miss WarrenJ** She was 
a daughter of Sir Peter Warren, who married Miss De Lancer of New York; Col. 
Fltzroy married another of bis daughters^-Lt Col. Skinner was a Captain ctf New 
Jersey troops in Col. Schuyler's Regiment captured at Oswego— was taken prteonet-- 
sent to France — liberated on parole — went to England and, through' the influence 
referred to in the text, was appointed a Lieutenant in the Uegular forces ahd was 
rapidly promoted. His grandson is now Hemy Viacosnt UageJ— Com. Sac 
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to miB to write lo my wile on the occasion. At present it is all a 
mystery to me, but lest any such matter as he apprehends might be in 
agitation, I thought it prudent^to send you a copy of his letter. 

The Introduction to your Examination by the Editor of the Gent"''* 
Magazine has been published in the Pennsylv* Chronicle, and after- 
Wards Hall published it in his Gazette. It gives great pleasure. 

Grov. Hutchinson has published a volume of his History, which, I 
suppose, you will be able to get in London. I hare just received ox» 
from N. Y. but have not read it. 

I am, Hon^ Sir 

Your ever dutiful son 

WM. FRANKLIN. 

BuBLiNGTOir, May, 11, 1769. 

HON^ FiLTHBS, 

A few days after T was favoured with your letter of 
t]M20th of Mardi by Capt. Creigbton, the packet which left England 
the 7tb of March is since arrived, but I had no letter , by her from any 
one. I suppose (though you do not mention it) that you have wrote 
to me before relative to the letters I sent you by the January Mail ; 
perhaps by Sparks who is aol yet arriveii. I wait impatiently for the 
arrival of the April Packet and I do not think it proper to convene the 
Assembly till I have answers to some letters I have wrote to the 
Ministry. 

Mr. Gralloway has sent me (agroeably to yourdesire) copies of the 
dauseS added to the last Mutiny Act* I am very glad that they have 
passed, aslam eonfinced^Mir Assembly would not have receded from 
the former mode of providing necessaries for the troops in quavers ; 
and consequently altercation and concision must have ensued. 

I bare wrote Col. Croghatt what you mention ooncfyrning his affair. 
I hope the application will be attended with success. 

Capt. Trent met with some unexpected delays, but 1 suppose is by 
this time arrived in England. I hear that S' W"" has a letter from L"^ 
H. mentioning that his Maj^ entirely approves of all the transact iona 
of the Treaty, so that I imagine Capt. Trent will meet with no difficulty 
in his application. Indeed it is necessary to our friend W's affairs 
that he should finish his business in England in a short time, for those 
with whom he has left the care of hia affairs find a good deal of diffi* 
cnlty in keeping matters quiet with some of his creditors during his 
absence* 

1 have entered &r into the spirit of farming and have lately made a 
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eoQsiderable addition to my fann on very retsonabfe tarnlt. It is now 
altogether a very valuable and pleasant place. 1 roust beg you not to 
omit sending me the drain plough I wrote to you for, invented and 
made by VV" Knowles at Newport in the Isle of Wight. I observe by 
his Advertisement that he is to be heard of at Mr. Bailey's, Register 
of the Society for the encouragement of Arts. I likewise want n. 
Rotheran or Patent Plough, as it is called. There is a draft of one in 
Mills's Husbandry and iu the Select Transactions of the Edinburgh 
Society, hut I can't get our workmen here to make one by it. They 
understand the making of no other ploughs but what are in common 
use here. I was thinking to request to get Knowles to make me one 
of this kind also (as he advertises all sorts of ploughs on the best 
mechanical principles) but since I have learnt that he lives in the Isle 
of Wight I am at a loss to know how it or the Drain Plough can be 
sent without a great expense, and I believe none of our vessels in time 
of peace touch at Portsmouth and to send it to London (if by land) will 
make it come very dear. If however there are opportmiities of sending 
them by water to London or some other seaport from whence vessels 
sail to Philad* the expense may not perhaps be worth minding. 

I have not yet seen Mr. Caiger, who was recommended to yon by 
Mr. Small and Mr. More nor heard of his arrival in America* Should 
it be in my power to serve him in what he requests I shall readily 
do it. 

Mr. Morgan our Secretary is in Canada. I had a very polite letter 
from him last week in which be mentions his intention of being here 
some time this month or the next. Mr. Reed, our Dep' See' has, I 
understand, let his house at Tienton and intends soon for England to 
marry De Berdt's daughter. He has not however mentioned his 
intention to me and perhaps will not think it necessary* He never 
comes here but at the time of the Conrts, leaving his business of Sec. 
retary entirely to clerks, both here and at Amboy. Mr. Morgan 
intimates as if he had a design of changing his deputy, but it is a 
matter I don't choose to interfere in ; all that I shall desire is that 
whoever he appoints may be obliged to reside here and may be properly 
qualified to execute the business. 

Public affairs remain much the same this side of the water as when 
I wrote to you last. The members of the New York Assembly are 
differing greatly among themselves. Coh Schuyler and Mr. Walton 
went out to fight a duel but thought better of the matter when they got 
on the ground and settled their differences amicably. Col. Lewis 
Morris is expelled for not being a resident in the borough of West 
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Chester for which he was elected^ though he has a considerable estate 
in the borough. Mr. Livingston their late speaker, is like to be 
expelled on the same account. By the Resolves of the House they 
allow non-residents have a right to elect but not to be elected. Parties 
run very high among them. 

The Boston writers have attacked Gov' Barnard on his letters and 
on his being created a Baronet. They worry him so much that I 
suppose he will not choose to stay much longer among tliem. There 
is a talk that a new Governor is shortly to be appointed. Many of 
the principal people there wish you to be the man and say that you 
would meet with no opposition from any party, but would soon be able 
to conciliate all differences. 

Our Supreme Court is sitting and I am a good deal engaged and 
hurried. 

Betsey joins me in duty, I am as ever 

Hon** Sir Your dutiful son 

WM. FRANKLIN- 



A LETTER from WILLIAM STRAHAW to " Mr. David Hall, Merchant, in 
Philadelphia'* — the original of which wa« presented by Col. Johnson. 

London, January 11, 1766. 
Dear Davie, 

My last to you was dated Deer. 14, by Egdon, a 
Copy of which I sent also by the Packett. I have since had yours 
of Novr. 9, via Dublin, by Captain Bryson, and delivered the Inclosed 
Letters, as you desired, with my own Hand to Messrs. Whitefield and 
Romaine. I have yet received no answer from either of them, but when 
I do, I will certainly transmit them to you by the first opportunity* 
Since I wrote hist, the Parliament has met, but as they sat but a 
few days, and did not enter upon Businesf^, I have little News to write 
you. — You see the King's Speech is very short. I was m the House 
of Commons when it was read there ; and heard, with much Indigna- 
tion, George Grenville, make a long, confused, violent, inflammatory 
Speech, highly censuring the Behaviour of the Colonies in regard to 
the Stamp Act, calling it downright Rebellion, and proposing to make 
use of very harsh Expressions towards them in their answer to the 
Speech ; but this was over-ruled, as it would appear to be condemning 

* Mr. Strahan was printer to the King, a personal friend of Dr. Franklin, whose 
talents, character and influence subsequently raised him to a seat in parliament. Mr. 
Hall was Dr. Franklin's partner for many yean. Before eomuig to America he bMl 
been a joumeymaa of Strahan's.— Com. 
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them unheard. Above twenty members spoke ; and aknost all of thena 
•eemed to be for supporting and adhering to their Legislative authority 
over the Colonies, and their undoubted Right io impose Taxes upon 
them. But how they wiU act when the whole affair, with all the Cir- 
cumstances attending it, is laid before them, I cannot pretend to say* 
I hope they will consider it coolly, and with the utmost Impartiality ; 
for nobody can at present foresee a\\ the Conseqc^nces that may 
attend their final Determination in this truly important matter.-— 
Various Schemes are said to be laid befofe the Ministry to compose 
this Difference ; but I have not been able to learn any of them that 
seemed to deserve the least Credit, and therefore I will not repeat them. 
This only I will say, that I am quite certain the present Ministry wish 
to do you all possible Kindness, most of them having been strongly 
against the Act whilst it was under Deliberation last Year. I pnly 
wish that they may do what they do, frankly, cordially, and heartily, 
and that t)efore they separate, not only this, but every possible Dif- 
ference which hereafter, as Things are now circumstanced, might 
happeu, will be removed, or prevented ; and Such a Plan for an 
indissoluble union laid, as must give Pleasure to every Lover of his 
Country, and which indeed appears every Day, more and more, to be 
absehiteiy necessary in order to prevent the; actual Separation of the 
various Branches of this most extensive Empire. 

It hath not fallen in my Way, to be acquainted with the Agents for 
the other Colonies, and therefore I cannot pretend to say what part they 
act on this Occasion, or how industrious they are in the Service of 
their several Constituents. But the assiduity of our Friend Dr. 
Franklin is really astonishing. He is forever with one member of 
Parliament or another (most of whom by the bye seem to have been 
deplorably ignorant with regard to the Nature and Consequence of the 
Colonies) endeavouring to impress them; first, with the Importance 
of the present Dispute ; then to state the Case clearly and fully, strip- 
ing it of every thing foreign to the main Point ; and lastly, to answer 
objections arising either from a total Ignorance, a partial Knowledge, 
or a wrong Conception of the matter. To enforce this repeatedly, 
and with propriety, in the manner he has done for these two months, 
I assure you is no easy Task. By thia^ means, however, when the 
Pari, re-assembles, many members will go into the House properly 
instructed, and be able to speak in the Debates with Precision and 
Propriety, which the Well-wishers of the Colonies have hitherto been 
nnable to do.-^This is the most necessary and essential Service he 
could perform on this Occasion ; and so efieotually hath he done thi«. 
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and I will venture ta say, he hath thrown m> much true Light apoa 
the Subject, that if the Legislature doth not now give you ample 
Redress, it is not for want of the fullest and most distract Information 
in respect to the real merits of the Case. All this whiie too, be hath 
been throwing out Hints in the Public Papers, and giving answers to 
such Letters as have ai>peared in them, that required or deserved an 
answer. — In this manner is he now employed, with very little Inter- 
mission, Night and Day. 

We now, with Impatience, wait the Issue. How it will be |akeii 
up, or in what manner finally settled, cannot be yet so much aaguesaed 
at. By much the most satisfactory and most honourable for both 
Sides, as well as the must salutary, safe, and beneficial for the whole 
British Dominion, would be to unite us together by an inoorporating 
Union, in the same manner as Holland was in 1707, and allow the 
Colonies to send Representatives to our Parliament. This woald 
completely answer every good Purpose to both Sides, and cement us^ 
by insensible Degrees, in so complete a manner, as would forever put 
it out of the Power of any foreign Potentate^ or internal Cabal, to 
separate us. By this very means was Wales long, ago, and Sootkod 
more lately, so firmly united to the English Crown, to the amazing 
agrandisement of this Island, which but for this had long ago beeooie 
a Province to France, or some* other Continental Power. 

Remember us all to your Fireside, with the best Wishes of the 
present Season. My Wife is. better than could reasonably be expecU 
ed, considering her infirm State of fiealth at best, after so severe a 
1j09s. All the rest of us are well. I hope I shall have good News t* 
write you in my next, at least that Things are in a good Train.— 
Mean time I am, with unalterable Esteem and Afiection-^ 

Dear Davie Most sincerely Yours 

WILL : STRAHAN. 



DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER 6th, 1845. 

* 

fVojft WiBiam Duane, Esq. Copies of three letters from Governor 
Franklin to his father, dated June 10th and October 23d, 1767, and 
May 11th, 1760 ^ and of one letter to Dr. Franklin from a Conu 
mittee of the House of Assembly on his appointment a» Agent of 
tha Fn»vince» dated Oecamber 7tht 1769. 
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From Colonel R, G. Johnson. MS. notes of proceedings of House of 
Commons January 19th, 1764, and of House of Lords January ^Zd^ 
1764, in reference to the case of John Wilkes, by an eye witness :— 
(probably William Strahan.) 

Original letter from William Strahan to David Hall of Philadelphia, 
referring to the proceedings of the British Parliament in relation to 
the Colonies and to the conduct of Dr. Franklin as Agent, dated 
January nth, 1766. 

Original letter from Strahan to Hall, dated London, April 26th, and 
May 14th, 1768, referring principally to the appearance of John 
Wilkes before Lord Mansfield, April 20th, with comments upon the 
conduct of each. 

From Major J. D. Graham, U. 8. Top, EngW^. Paper from the 
Memoirs of American Academy on "The Latitude of Cambridge 
Observatory, Mass." 

From Hon, Jacob W. Miller. Report of the Exploring Expedition 
to the Roclcy Mountains in 1842, and to Oregon and Morth Cali- 
fornia in 1843-41, by Brevet Capt. J. C. Fremont. 

From Rhode Island HisL Soc. Providence Journal for October 20th, 
1845, containing a Report of the proceedings of the Society, Octo. 
bar 18th, 1B45. 

From Mr. S. Alofsen. Letter to the Hon. W. Gwin, M. C. concern* 
ing the steam ship Kamschatka, by Qeorge L. Schuyler. 

Description of the Engines and Boilers of the steam ship Kamsdiatka, 
with plates. 

A file of New York newspapers containing articles referring to the 
satne vessel. 

From Mr. Ezra Oshom, ^ Nine oW newspapers. 

From Mr. Benjamin LongUreet. New Jersey Grants and Conces- 
sions, compiled by Aaron Learning and Jacob Spicer. 

From the Author. An original Mnp of the City of New Brunswick, 
with historical sketches by Rev. A. A. Marcellus. 

From Lieut. C. S. Boggs, U. S. N. An answer to a Pamphlet 
entitled " A Letter to the Freemen and Freeholders of the City of 
New York &c." relative to the defection of the Six Nations, New 
York, 1752. 

The Address of the People of Great Britain to the Inhabitants of 
America/London, 1775. 

Collection of Manuscripts (about one hundred) formerly belonging to 
Governor Lewis Morris, of dates from 1730 to 1746. 

Letter Book of Grovernor Morris, from January 1744 to March 1746. 
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Collection of Manuscripts (abMit one hundred) formerly belonging to 

Robert Hunter Morris, Governor of Pennsylmnis, Chief Justice of 

New Jersey, dec. of dates from 1750 to 1756. 
Collection of Miscellaneous Manuscripts referring to New Jersey, of 

various dates. 
From JRet). Robert Davidson^ D.D. Letter Book of Governor Lewis 

Morris, from May, 1739, to February, 1744. 
From Rev. Ravaud Rodgers. Original Commissions of Rev. John 

Rodgers, D.D. as Chaplain of New York Convention 1777, and of 

Congress August 5, 1786. 
Autograph Receipt of John Witherspoon for money on account of 

Princeton College. 



MEMBERS ELECTED 

NOVEMBER 5th, 1845. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 

Rev. Archibald Alexander, d.d. , Princeton, Joseph Annin, Princeton. 
Prof. J. Addison Alexander, Princeton. Samuel G. Aiijiold, Trenton. 

Frof. Stephen Alexander, Princeton. baac Andruss, sen.) Newark. 

Rev. Horatio N. Brinsmade, d.d., Newark, 

Rev. James S. Cannon, D.D.,iV. Brunfwick, Wm. F. demaen^ Behidere. 
Joel W. Condit, Newark, 

William L. Dayton, Trenton, Rev. Robt. Davidson, D.D., N. Brunswick. 

Rev. R. I. Germain, Bwrlii\gton, J. G. Goble, m.d., Newark. 

Oliver S. Halsted, Newark. Joseph Henry, Princeton. 

John F. Hageman, Princeton, Robert K Homor, PrtnceUm. 

Rev. Jacob J. Janeway, d.d.. New Brunswick. 

Philip Kearny, Newark. Archibald K. Kearny, Newark, 

Theodore F. King, m.d., Perth Amboy. 

Adam Lee, Rahway. 

John P. B. Maxwell, Bdvidere. Isaac Mickle, Camden. 

Jacob W. Miller, Morrisiown. S. Smith Morris, Newark, 

Pro£ John D. Ogilby, d.d., N. Brunswick, Charles S. Olden, Princeton, 

Lewis Pernne, Trenton, 

John Ratherfurd,JVet£)fon. 
James T. Sherman, Trenton. William M. Scudder, Newark. 

E. M. Topping, Princeton. 

Prof. Samael A. Van Vranken, d.d., New Brunswidc. 
Ashbel Welsh, LambertviUe. Jgsiah S. Worth, Prmceton. 

15 
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CORRE8PONIHNG MEMBERS. 
Hon. Jkoob Burnet, CiMcmiuUi, Ohio. Bev. ^hailes H. Hdsey, Sing Sing, N, F. 

Aaron O. Dayton, Waiktngton City. Rev. Samuel L. Southard, New York. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 
Hon. John Qninqr Adams, ll.d., Quinctf, Henry Howe, iVeto Hmen, Conn. 

Mast, Hon. William P. Preble, ll.d., Porf2aiu2, 

Thomas F. Gordon, Bndgewafer, Bucks Co, Maine. 

Penn, Peter 6. Stuyvesant, New York. 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



115 



Trenton, January 15A, 1648. 
The Societt met, agreeably to the By-Laws, in the City HaU. 
The President, (the three Vice Presidents being also present) 
called the meeting to order at 1 o'clock, P.M. The minutes of the 
last meeting were read and approved of as amended ; after which 
the Corresponding Secretary, reported the correspondence of the 
Society since November. Letters were read from the Hon. Jacob 
Burnet, of Cincinnati ; Rev. Samuel L. Southard, Rev. Charles H. 
Halsey and Rev. O. M. Johnson of New York ; Messrs. Peter G. 
Stuy vesant, Thomas F. Gordon and Henry Howe, in acknowledg- 
ment of their election as Corresponding or Honorary members. 

The Secretary also stated that in accordance with the resolution 
passed at the last meeting, he had opened a correspondence, through 
Robert Walsh, Esq'r. U. S. Consul at Paris, with the representativaf 
of the Franklin family, presumed to be residing there, with the view 
of obtaining the papers of Wm. Franklin, Governor of the Province 
of New Jersey from 1763 to 1776 ; and read for the information of 
the Society a communication to the Consul on the subject. 

The Treasurer r^orted the total amount of his receipts to have 

been 9209 00 

And his expenditures •««•-• 57 06 

Leaving on hand $211 94 

The Chairman of the Executive Committee presented the first 

Annual Report of that Committee. 

Reference was made in the report to the loss the Society had sua* 

tained in the outset of its career, by the death of two of its most 

highly esteemed members — Professor A. B. Dod, and the Hon. J. P. 

B. Maxwell ,* the former of whom bad been solicited by the Com. 
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mittee to deliver the Annual Address, ** but while the letter of the 
Chairman of the Committee lay unopened on his desk, he was sum- 
moned away to mingle in other scenes," 

The present condition and future prospect^ of the Society were 
represented as being very flattering : a considerable number of val- 
uable hii^torical works had been received as donations during the 
year, and the collection of manuscripts, originals and copies, already 
exceeded five hundred, and was very valuable. Among those whose 
liberality to the Society was the most marked, the Committee felt 
bound particularly to name Col. Robt. G. Johnson, of Salem, James 
G. King, Esq. of New Yorkt the Hon. W. A. Duer, of Morristown, 
Lieiit, C. S. Boggs, IT, S. N. and Dr. Davidson, of New Brunswick, 
and acknovvledged their obligations to the Editor of the Newark 
Daily Advertiser for valuable favors rendered in connection with the 
priDtitig of the Society* 

In the coarse of the report, the attention of members was called 
"to the importance of collecting facts relating to distinguished citi- 
zens of New Jersey, and also those relating to particular periods or 
qvents in our history* Such investigations will be of immense value 
to the future historian. Let each member in his particular location 
collect all the information within his reach in reference to some of 
the queries put forth by the Society ; reduce them to writing and lay 
them before the Society and thtis in the best possible manner illus- 
trate our history. It ia the purpose of the Committee if practicable 
to have at least ope such paper read before the Society at each of 
its meetinga*" 

Rev, IVlr. McLea:*, from the Committee appointed to procure an 
Act of Incorporation for the Society, reported that a bill had ' been 
prepared, which would be immediately submitted to the Legislature. 

Mr, Stacy G. Potts, from the Committee appointed to memorial. 
ize the Legislature in relation to the Colonial Documents, reported 
that a memorial bad been presented and was now in charge of a 
ftpectal Committee of the House of Assembly. 
*" Reports from Standing Committees being in order, 

Hon. Wm. a. Diter, from the Committee on Publications, reported 
that the first Volume of the Society's Collections, comprising Mr. 
Whitehead's History of East Jersey, had nearly passed the press, 
and ^ouM be ready for the subscribers therefor in about ten days. 
A copy of the work in sheets, so far as printed, was presented for 
the inspelctiori of the members. 

Mr. Whitbhbad, from the Committee^n Statistics, reported ver- 
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M\y diat some progreis had beea made in eoUeoting the Criminal 
Statistics of the State, and it was thought by the next meeting con- 
siderable interesting information would be in the possession of the 
Committee. 

The report recently made to the Legislature by the Keeper of the 
State Prison, and alluded to in the Governor's message as exceedingly 
Yalmbley was prepared at the suggestion of the Committee and forms 
furnished therefor. 

Rev^ Dr. /tf ukbay, from the Committee on Nominations, reported 
favorably on a large number of names submitted to them at the last 
meeting, which were subsequently balloted for and unanimously elect* 
ed Resident, Corresponding or Honorary members^ 

Various nominations for membership were then made and referred 
to the same Committee. 

On motipn of the Rev. Dr. Murbay, it was resolved, that Messrs. 
S. G. Potts, D. y. McLean, and Wm« B. Kinney be a Committee to 
nominate officers for the ensuing year. 

And on their report the officers of the past year were re^^lected 
unanimously. 

Mr. S. G. PoiTS offered a resolution authorizing an application to 
the Legislature for the use of a suitable room in the public buildings 
at Trenton for the Library of the Society, which, the hour for the 
delivery of the address having arrived, was on motion of Mr* J. J. 
Chitwood laid temporarily on the table. 

The Annual Addxess was then delivered by the Rt. Rev. Geobob 
W. DoAMB : its subject being the «' Goodly heritage of Jerseymen.*^ 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Miller, 

Resdvedf That tiie thanks of the Society be given to Bishop 
DoANE for the excellent and eloquent address which he has just de- 
livered, and that he be requested to furnish a copy for publication. 

Mr. Potts then called up his resolution, and Judge Dueb moved 
that it be postponed until the next annual meeting, which motion, after 
debate, was lost. 

Dr. Murray moved to amend the resolution by authorizing enqui- 
ries to be made in other quarters as to what accommodations could be 
procured, but the amendmwut, on a division, was lost* The question 
then recurring on the original resc^ution, 

* Biahop DoAae'i Address having been printed in a pamphlet form and generally 
distributed it was thought unnecessary to reproduce it here. A copy will be sent to 
any subscriber who majr not have one , on application " post paid" to the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, so long as any copies remain oa hand for dknibution* 
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Mr. W. A. Whitbhbad, on the ground that the wording of the 
resolution might compromit the Society as to the ultimate loeation of 
the library, moved to amend it by adding << should the Society eventu- 
ally conclude to locate at Trenton" — which was adopted, and the 
Resolution was then passed as follows : 

Resohed, That a Committee be appointed to make apfrfication to 
the Legislature now in session for the use of a suitable room in the 
public buildings of the city of Trenton for the accommodation of 
the library of the Society, should the Society eventually e<mclude to 
locate in Trenton. 

Messrs. S. G. Potts, H. W. Gsbsn, and T. J. Strtkbh were 
appointed the Committee. 

On motion of Rev. D. V. McLbak, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to examine the 

minutes with the view of supplying any deficiencies that may exist 

in the records, referring to the first meeting called in Trenton for the 

formation of the Society. 

Himself and the two Secretaries were appointed the Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Whitehead, 

Resdvedy That the copies of the Society's Collections reserved 
for distribution be disposed of as follows — to the State Library, Li- 
brary of Congress, Library of Princeton College, Library of Rutgers 
•College, and Library of Harvard College, each one copy ; and to 
each Historical, Antiquarian, or Literary Society which has ex- 
changed or shall exchange its publications with the Society one copy. 
The remaining copies to be kept for the future action of the Society. 
Mr. Charles Kino remarked, in substance, that he wished to 
bring before the Society a subject for historical inquiry with which 
considerable interest was associated. The Society had, by a delega- 
tion, taken part in November last in the services at Elizabethtown, 
on the erection of a monument to the memory ^of the Rev. James 
Caldwell, than whom no one could be more worthy of the distinction 
as a man, and a patriot ; but there were circumstances connected 
with the death of that eminent person which the erection of a monu- 
ment had caused to be revived, respecting which there was not that 
certainty which it was desirable there should be ; and he would there- 
fore present a resolution for the consideration of the Society calcu- 
lated to subserve that end — 

Resohedf That a Committee of three of the Historical Society 
be authorised to inquire into and report the facts and circumstances 
connected with the death of the Rev. Mr. Caldwell in November 1781. 
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The motion having been seconded by Professor McLean, Dr. 
Murray expressed his pleasure at the manner in which this matter 
bad been brought to the notice of the Society. Timt any one at all 
acquainted with the subject must abeady be aware that at least a 
dozen different accounts of the cause and circumstances of Mr. 
Caldwell's death might be gathered in the vicinity of Elizabethtown, 
and he hoped that the Committee, should one be appointed, would 
discard all prejudices and friendships and give the Society the precise 
truth as near as could be obtained ; for truth, and truth alone if pos- 
sible, should a Historical Society perpetuate. 

The resolution was then adopted, and Messrs. C. King, Murray 
and Magie were appointed the Committee. 

Some disposition having been evinced to determine the location of 
the library at the present meeting, on motion of Mr. Whitehead, it 
was 

Resolved, That the question of the permanent location of the Library 
be left unacted upon until the next annual meeting, when it shall be 
taken up as the special business of the meeting. 

The Society then adjourned to meet at Burlington on the first 
Thursday of May. 



The Officers of the Society for the present year are : 

Hon. Joseph C. Horivblower, LL.D., President. 

Robert G. Johnson, Esq., ^ 

Hon. Peter D. Vrooit, V Vice Presidents. 

Hon. James Parker, ) 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

Laid before the Society, January 15, 1846. 

FROM THE Hon. JACOB BURNET. 

Cincinnati, Dec. 49 1845. 
BsAH Snty 

I have received your communication, of the 8th Nov'r, 
notifying me that I have been dniy elected a corresponding member 
of the New Jersey Historical Society : accompanied by a copy of 
their Constitution and By-laws. 

For this compliment, I desire to tender my most respectful thanks, 
to the institution. 

Altho' fifty years, wanting a few months, have gone by, since I left 
the place of my nativity, to settle in the north western territory, then 
an uncultivated wilderness ; yet have I not for one moment, during 
.that interval, forgot, that New Jersey is the place of my birth — that 
all my early affections and attachments were formed and located there, 
and that wherever my lot has been, or may hereafter be cast, I am 
still and ever shall be a true hearted Jerseyman. 

As such I claim to be a participator ia the high character, bdong* 
ing to that loyal and patriotic state. 

It will afford me pleasure, to aid in advancing the laudable objects 
of the Society, as far aa may be in my power. 

▼ery respectfully. 

Tour ob't serv't, 

J. BURNET. 
Wx. A. Whxtbheaih £«h 



FROM THE REV. CHARr.EfT H. HALSEY. 

SiNo Sing, N. Y., Nov. 12, 1845» 
Dbab Sis, 

I acknowledge the receipt of yonr^s of Ifae^ 8tk inst. informing 
me of my election, as a correspondiag^ member^ of the New Jersey 
Historical Society. 

I have long desired, thatr aa Associatian of this character should 
exist in my native State; and the favwaUe ainspiceBuitto; whicli 
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your Sooiefy has been organized^ are a source of sincere congnitiila. 
tion. 

May it realize the bright anticipations, and encouraging pro^iecta 
of usefulness, which are already presented. 

While I express my gratification at the honour conferred upon me; 
I desire also to convey, the assurance of my hearty co^operationy in 
advanciug by every means in my power, the interests and objects of 
your Society* I am, dear sir. 

Respectfully yours, ^c, 

CHAS. H. HALSEY. 
W. A. Whitehsad, Esq., Cor. Sec. N. J. Hist. Soc., Newark, N. J. 



FROM THE REV. SAM'L L. SOUTHARD. 

New York, Nov. 13, 184(J. 
Snt,— I have duly received your official notice of my election 
as a corresponding member of the New Jersey Historical Society, and 
also a copy of the Constitution and By-laws of the Society. 

I am, at heart, as much a Jerseynum as ever — and my change of 
residence has not destroyed the love which I have ever ielt for my own, 
above all other States — and I trust that I shall overtake the deepest 
interest in whatever may in any way concern her history, of her 
honor, or the happiness of her people. I need scarcely add, that I 
will do all in my power to proQiote the objects of the Historical Sooiety. 
And I desire to assure you, and the Society, that I am truly sensible 
ofthe honor which has been done me by the election. 
I amt 

Very respectfully,^., 

SAM'L L. SOUTHARD. 
W. A. Whitbhbad, Esq. . 



TO ROBERT WALSH, ESQ., 
Consul op the United States, Paris, France. 

NswAKK, New Jersey, Nov. 81, 1845. 
Sra, 

The Historical Society of New Jersey, at a recent meeting 
adopted a resolution, of which a copy is enclosed, directing me as 
16 
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their Corresponding Secretary to open a correspondence with the' 
representatives of the Franklin family in Paris, in the hope of obtain, 
ing the papers of Wm. Franklin, Esq., Governor of the Province of 
New Jersey from 1763 to 1776 : the possession of which it is pre- 
minried thi^y have. • 

Possessing no clue that wonld gnide me safely in addressing any 
individual in Paris, directly interested in the matter, I have ventured 
to trespass upon your time and politeness so far as to present to you 
the information received by the Society, and their views and wishes 
respecting the papers alluded to ; assured, from the interest known to 
b^ taken by you in every subject calculated to illustrate the history 
of our country, that the Society may confidently rely upon your ser- 
vices, so far as they can with convenience and propriety be rendered, 
in instituting the necessary enquiries. 

On the death of Governor Franklin which occurred in England 
in November, 1813, his son William Temple Franklin obtained pos- 
i^silon, it is thought, of all his papers and transferred them to Paris 
where he then resided. These papers, as well as nniny which had 
belonged to his grandfather Dr. Franklin, are said to have been in 
charge of the widow of Mr. Wm. T. Franklin as late as 1828: — 
she being still a resident of Paris. Whether that lady yet survives 
Of not is unknown to any member of the Society, and it is to be re- 
gretted that the inquiries now contemplated were nol commenced 
\^hile yet Mr. Warden, our former Consul, vras living to furnish some 
of the requisite information, for through him, it is understood, know- 
ledge of Mrs. Franklin's family might have been obtained."^ The 
Society would be pleased if, through jrou, the persons having the 
papers could be discovered and their request, to have their library 
made the depository of them, respectfully presented. 

The time appears to have arrived when the characters and opinions 
of those who from education, early prejudices, or official station, be* 
came identified with the Royal cause in the struggle which secured 
the independence of the United States, may be safely confided to the 
keeping of the American people, l^-very allowance which the pecu- 
liar circumstances of their position call for is made with just discrim- 
ination ; and in several of the States, when a reference is made to 
many whose' ties to their sovereign were too strong to be severed by 
the considerations which swayed the mass of their countrymen, it is 
as much to record services rendered for the welfare of the community 
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which ftre held in grateful remiBmbi^Qoe, aa lo statQ ^eimlUuriiiet of 
opinion. . . . - 

The people of New Jersey look ba<^ to the administrfettion of Gwi, 
ernor Franklin with respect, regarding it, truly, as having been of 
more permanent benefit to the province than the administration of 
any one of the royal governors who preceded him, A residence of 
many yc^rs had made him aware of the wants of the people and the 
resources of the province, i^nd e^f ited a oomoiendable de$ir^ iof JUIfi 
prosperity; and however much we may lament that he should have 
so identified himself with those whose exertions tended to the sacrifice 
of the liberties "of the country, we can in some measure estimate the 
difficulties which surrounded him and accord to him sincerity of 
opinion and disinterestedness of purpose. 

There may be yet a few among us (and there have been many 
such) from whose memories the characteristics which rendered the 
Governor's dwelling the seat of hospitable enjoyment have not yet 
faded ; and on whom the amiability and virtues of her whose remains 
moulder in a neighboring city made a lasting impression : enabling 
them to confirm the statements of the monumental re6ord that, the 
wife of William Franklin * united with refined senss and personal 
elegance, sincerity and sensibility, politeness and alSability, godliness 
and charity,'*. 

These remarks are made with the view of placing before su9ji 
. representatives of the family as may be found, the true grounds upon 
which the Historical Society of New Jersey base their applicatiop. .. 

The Society would esteem it a privilege to be entrusted with tj^e 
charge of all Governor Franklin's papers of whatever character, bi^t 
they particularly aim at the procurement of those connected with the 
administration of the public affairs of New Jersey. It is thoughf, 
from imperfections in some of the public records and from tbe peculiar 
circumstances under which the government of Governor Franklin 
terminated, that many official documents and business papers esseij- 
tially necessary to the due understanding of the events of that periojd 
were retained by him and transported to England when he bade ,a 
final farewell to America. It is hoped that the possessors of tHe 
papers may recognise the claims that history has to all such as may 
in any manner throw light upon the past or serve as guides for the 
future, and place them in what is certainly thQnu)st proper deuositqry 
for them. . . ^ 

[♦Mw. Franklin was buried beneath the chancel of St. Paol'a Chnrch, New yoik, 
and a (ablet to her memory is inserted in the wall.] 
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1 88^ yott herewith a copy of the^ Ckmstitution and By-laws of the 
Society"— and trusting that the liberty I have taken in its behalf wiH 
he overlooked by you» I remain 

Sir, with inuch respect. 

Your ob*t eerv't, 

W. A. WHITEHEAD, 
Con Sec. N. J. Hist. Soc 
Roftnnr Walsh, Eeq.^ Consul, &p. dec. 



~iC0rT OF A LKTTSR FEOM 

LORD CORNBURY to ntE INHABITANTS OF BERGEN $ 
ibe OffJilBal of which wm pitMnted by Mr. Samusl Gamsdt : 

•* Nbw York, May the 16th 
1706 
«<6BifTUsjair 

« Having had intelligence lately from the West Indies 
that a french Squadron of Men of Warr with Land forces on board 
them, intend to attack thb place, I am taking the best methods I can 
to put the place into a posture of defence, for which purpose I shall 
want a considerable number of Stockades, and being informed that 
there are great number of trees growing upon bergen point fit for that 
purpose, I send this therefore to. desire that you will allow some per- 
sons who shall be sent from hence to cut the Stockades we want, and 
likewise that some of your people may help with their Carts to bring 
them to the water side, for which they shall be paid. 
It am 

Gentlemen 

Your assured friend 
CORNBURY— " 
Address — «To the Inhabitants of the Town of Bergen in the Eastern 
Division of New Jersey"— 
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DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED JANUARY 15th, 1846. 

From Mr. Henry Howe of Connecticut, An original letter of James 
Rumsey, (the fiwt person in this country who succeeded in propel- 
ling a boat by steam,) dated Shenandoah Falls, Sept. 20th, 1781. 

An Autograph of Patrick Henry. 

Virginia, its History and Antiquities, by Henry Howe. 1 vol. 8vo. 

From Mr. Damd A. Hayes. Four volumes of French Newspapers, 
published in New York and Paris, 1797 — 1798. 

From Mr. H. D. MaxweU of Boston. Original Affidavit before 
Council of Safety of Morristown, August 19th, 1778, respecting 
the movements of the Indians on the frontier. 

Fromthe United States. Map of New York Bay and Harbor, by U. 
S. Coast Survey— (concluding sheets.) 

From the Society. Collections of the N. Y. Hist. Society, 5 vols. 8vo. 

From Hon. L. Q. C.Elmer. Original M.S. Journal of GenHEbene- 
zer Elmer during the Revolution, from January, 1776, to March, 
1777, (with the troops in the State of New York,) and from June 
to August, 1779,. (with General Sullevan's expedition,) together 
with extracts from "Orderly Books" of different commanders, 
from April to December, 1776, and fbur miscellaneous MS. books. 

From Hon. George Sykes» Part of Map of New York Bay and 
Harbor, by U. S. Coast Survey. 

From Mr. William Wilson* Plutarch's Lived — ^London, 1603. 

Present state of England, by Chamberlayne^-London, 1707. 

Harris's Dictionary of Arts and Sciences — ^London, 1709. 

Elizabethtown BiU in Chancery. 

Censusof the United States, 1840. 4 vols. 

From the Librarian. Rogers's Geological Survey of New Jersey. 
1 vol. 8vo. 

Transactions of the Amer. Phil. Society. Vol. VI, 1809. 

Collections of N. Yoric Hist. Soc. Vols. I. and III. 

From Mr. Samuel Cassedy. Original letter from Lord Cornbuiy to 
the Inhabitants of Bergen, May 16th, 1706, Teque3ting poles for 
Stockades. 

Presentation of an Antique Medal of the Saviour, dug up in a garden 
in the Holy Land, with translations of the inscriptions. 

From Rev. R. K. Rodgers. The N«W Brunswick Guardian for 
February 27th, 1793. 
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MEMBERS ELECTED 

JANUARY 15th, 1846. 

RESIDENT H*EMB£RS. 

Stephen B. Brittin, Elixabethtoum. Jihraei B. Burnet, EUztAeSiUnm. 

Cbarlet 8. Boggi, (J. S. N., N. Bruruwick, John J. BryntrEhzaheaimm, . i 

Prof. Wm. H. Crosby, Nmo Brwuwick. . Abr|iham Coles, Bf.t». , NemU^, , 
Nathan W. Cole, m.d., BurlingUm, Hoswell L. Colt, Po/er/on. 

Wm^ C. De Hart, V. S. A., ElizabeOUoum. Rev. David D. Demarett, N. Bnmswjck. 
Mahion Dickerson, Suckasunna. 

Jacob D. Edwards, EUzabethUwn. Francis A. Ewing, m.d., Trenton. 

JoUiiB A. Fay, EttzabethUmnL 

Richard T. Haines, EtizabeOUoum, OHver S. Halsted, jr. Newark, 

Corns. L. Hardenbergh, New Brunswidk, John Hopper, Faieraan. 

Rev, Luther Halsey, D.O., Ferth Amboy, Rev. Sam'i. B. How, o.D., Neto Brunswid^ 

Rev. Abrabam Messier, d.d., SomervUle, Rev. Richard C. Moore, EHzabeUOown. 

James 8. Nevtus, iVieto Brunswick, A. Schayler Neilson, New Bninmkk. 

Wm. S. Pennington, Newark, Aaron S. Pennington, PaUrt&n. . 

A. Ridiardson, FreOidd, Rev. Ravaad K. Rodgers, Boimd Brock. 

William Ross, EUzabethtoum. John Rodgers, Burlington. > ^ 

Feidinand S. Schenofc, m.d., £(trj(ftb Hun. Fits R. Smith, m.D;; New Brwuwick. 
Ffanltlin Smith, New Brunnmck. Francis J. Spooner, New Brunnnck. 

Major Gen. Wmfield Scott, XJ. S. A. 

John Travers, Paterson. John Terhune, New Brunswick. 

Thomas Tabnage, SomervUle. Rev. Wm. J. Thompson, New Brunswick, 

Edward S. Vail, New Brunswick. John Van Dyke, New Brunswick. 

Benben Van Pelt, EhzabetiUown, George A. Vroom, New Brtmtwick. 

Garret D. Wall, BurJtfi^ton. Isaac H. Williamson, Elkeeifeauowii. 

Elias Wmans, Etizabeihtown. Ira C. Whitehead, Morristown. 

Benjamm Williamson, Etizabethtown. Wm. M. Whitehead, m.d., EUzdbeUitmtm, 

Moses M. Woodruff, m.d., Ehzabethtown. 

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

Hon. John McP. Berrien, Savannah, Geo. Prest. Philip lindsley Jp.D. NatimUs, 7Vi^ 
Rev. Stephen Dodd, D.i>.,East Haven, Con. Nicholas Longwortli, Esq. Cincinnati, Ukio, 
Frot James ifiuniUon, NashmOe, Tenn. Hon. John McLean, CtndnmUi, Ohis, 
Ru Rev. Charles P. Mcllvaine, Gambia, Ohio. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Rev. Thomas De Witt, d.d.. New York, Peter Force, Esq.. WashmgUm Ptin. 
George f olsom, Esq., New York. Rev. Thos. Hartwell HonK, London, Eng, 

WiUj»ni HvFMiCOtt, ^., ,Boi«D^ 
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BtJEMNGTON, Map 7, 1846» 
The Society met at 1 o'clock pursuant to adjourDment, in the 
Lyceum Room. The President took the Chair ; Vice Presidents 
Johnson and Parker being also present. The Corresponding Sec« 
retary reported that since the last meeting communications had been 
exchanged with the Historical societies of Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Kentucky 
and Georgia, the American Antiquarian Society and with various 
members ; and read communications, or extracts, received flrom Hon. 
J. McP. Berrien, of Georgia, Rt. Rev. C. P. McIlvaiNb, of Ohio, 
Rev. Stephen Dodd, of Connecticut, Wm. H, Prbscott, Esq., of 
Bostorf, Rev. Thomas Hartwbll Horne, of London, Rev. Db» 
De Witt and Geo. Folsom, Eqs., of New York, Hon. John McLean, 
of Ohio, President LiNDSLEY and Professor Hamilton, of Nashville 
University, Dr. Abraham Clark, of Kinderhook, Gbn. Winfield 
Scott, Dr. Maurice Beesley, of Cape May, and others, in acknowN 
edgment of ^heir election as resident, corresponding or honorary 
members ; — several of the letters conveying interesting historical 
details and reminiscences. Communications from different societies 
were also laid by him beforfe the Society — one, from the New York 
, Historical Society referring to a' projected limitation of the edition of 
scientific works based upon the results of the Exploring Expedition to 
one hundred copies of each work, had been responded to by a memorial 
to Congress, in conjunction with other societies, for an increase 
of the number. 

' The Secretary stated that no answer had as yet been received to the 
communication sent to our Consul in Paris in relation to the Franklin 
papers. 

The receipt of gratuities to the funds of the Society were acknowl- 
edged from President Lindsley, Rev. Mr. Dodd and Dr. Clark ; and 
various donations were announced. 

From Mr. Thomas Gordon was received an interesting original 
letter (torn Wm. Dpckwra, in behalf of the Proprietaries, to G^en. 
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Andrew Hamilton, dated April 1st, 1693 — one of the many important 
despatches of the period so necessary to a proper understanding of our 
history, of which very few are preserved. 

Col. R. G. Johnson presented in person a " Manuscript copy of 
the Journal of Abel Thomas a Quaker preacher while travelling 
through the Southern States in 1781 — with some correspondence of 
his with Gen. Green," — ^and also a copy in manuscript of ** a brief 
account of the Swedish Missions in Racoon and Penns Neck, by Rev. 
Dr. Nicholas Collin — copied from their Church Records." These 
were referred to the Committee on Publications. 

A lett^ from the Hon. Wm. A. Du£S, tendering to the Society for 
publication his *' Life of Lord Sterling" was referned to the same 
Committee. 

Rey. D. V. McLean, Chairman of the Executive Committee, re*, 
ported that an act of Incorporation had been secured since the last 
meeting. ^ 

Rev* Dr. Mxtsbay, from the Commi^ttee on Publications, repeated 
in substance that the edition of the :&rst volnme of the Society's CoU 
lectio|is (" East Jersey under the Proprietary GwemmetUi, hy Wm. 
A« Whitxhead,") was nearly all disposed of, and that the Treasury 
hacji been refunded the entire amount advanced for its publication.^-^ 
He also stated that through the liberality of Bishop Doanb the Society 
had been relieved from all charge for the printing of the annual 
Address, and at his request a copy had been furnished gratuitously 
to each mamber-^leaviog the Society in possession of a number for 
^ale and distribution to the Societies with which publications were 
exchanged. The following resolutions were reported from the Com- 
mittee and adiopted : . 

Besolvedf That it is expedient a quarterly publication of the pro- 
ladings of the Society should be made under the direction of the 
Committee on Publications, comiprising such letters and papers read 
be&re the Society, or extracts from them, as may be deemed of per- 
manent interest — acknowledgments of donations received, 6dc, 
, Reidvedf That the said publication be commenced forthwith with 
the proceedings jand papers of the last year — ^and that it be furnished 
to subscribers at $1, or non-subscribers at 37^ cents per number. 

On motioa of Rev. R. E. Rodgsss-^ 

Regdhed, That the thanks of the Sopiety be presented to Bishop 
Doane for his liberality in defraying the expeiise of publishing the 
iinnual address of the Society. 

Mr. WsiTSH^APf from the Committee on Statistics, r^orted 
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verbally that very little progress had been made in collecting the 
Criminal Statistics of the State through want of co-operation on the 
part of gentlemen in different parts of th^ State. The report of the 
Keeper of the State Prison prepared at the request of the Committee 
had been printed by the Legislature, and through the courtesy of 
Daiyibl Dodd, Jr., £sq., a sufficient number of copies had been 
secured for the Society for distribution to its correspondents. 

No report having been presented from the Committee on Monumen- 
tal Inscriptions in Newark, the Secretary drew the attention of the 
members to the resolution constituting the committee-^which re- 
quested that those residing in othet of the old towns in the Stat^ should 
act as committees for the same purpose, and stated — ^to show that the 
subject was attracting the notice of other Societies, as important-— 
that a committee had recently been raised by the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania to collect the inscriptions in Philadelphia and surround- 
ing country as << such an undertaking properly performed, would be 
valuable, since historical doubts might thereby be cleared up." 

The Rev. Mr. McLean, from the Committee appointed at the last 
meeting to examine the minutes in reference to any alterations or 
amendments respecting the details of the Society's organization, re- 
ported that they did not recommend any alteration of the minutes, but 
suggested a reference to, the Committee on Publications of the pro- 
priety of having some further details recorded respecting the origin of 
the Society : — and the subject was referred accordingly. 

Mr. T. J. Stbyker, from the Committee on the ap'plication to the 
Legislature for Rooms in the State House, reported that the occupancy 
of rooms had been conceded, should the Society conclude to locate its 
library at Trenton. 

Mr. Whitbhbad, from the Committee on the Memorial respecting 
Colonial Documents reported that the measure suggested had been 
brought favorably to the notice of the Legislature in a report from the 
proper committee of the Assembly, but requiring a vote of two-thirds, 
it had failed to pass — ^the vote being 29 to 17. He moved that the 
Committee be continued in charge of the subject until the next session 
of the Legislature ; which was agreed to. 

Rev. Dr. Mitbkat, from the Committee on Nominations, reported 
favorably on a large number of names referred to them ; and upon 
being ballotted for, the gentlemen were generally elected. Other 
nominations were then made. 

On motion of Mr. Whitehead, 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to select a design 
17 
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for a Seal, to be used by the Society, and that they submit the same 
for a{>proyal at the next meeting. 

The President appointed Bishop Doane and Messrs. Field and 
Whitehead the Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Wm. B. Kinney, 

Resolved^ That a Standing Committee of five members be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to procure from time to time, as favorable 
opportunities may offer, either by purchase or exchange, such rare 
books, pamphlets, or other publications referring to the history of t^e 
State, as cannot be otherwise obtained ; and that the Treasurer is 
hereby authorized to pay the drafts of the Chairman of said Com- 
mitt^, countersigned by the President or one of the Vice Presidents 
of the Society for the sums that may be required, not exceeding fifty 
dollars, during the time that may intervene between tivo regular meet, 
ings of the Society. 

Resolved further, That the said Committee make a report at each 
regular meeting of their action under the above resolution. 

The President directed the Committee to consist of Messrs. Eanney, 
J. J. Chetwood, McLean, Doane, and Mickle. 

An interesting paper was then read by the Rev. A. A. Marcellus, 
on " The Discovery and early Settlement of Monmouth County.'* 

The thanks of the Society were, on motion, directed to be tendered 
to Mr. M. , with the request that a copy of his paper be furnished for 
the archives of the Society* 

Rev. Dr. Murray presented a resolution that the next meeting of 
the Society be held at EUzabethtown, which on motion of Col. John- 
son and after some observations by Dr. Griscom, Bishop Doane and 
others, was amended by the substitution of Salem, and adopted as 
follows— 

Resolved, That the next meeting x)f the Society foe held at Salem, 
on the first Thursday in September and that the members residing 
tiiere be a committee to make the necessary arrangements. , 



During the sitting of the Society Mr. Jno. Rodgbrs of Burlington 
placed on the table for the inspection of the members, the original 
deed from James, Duke of York, for West Jersey, August 6th, 1680, 
in good preservation excepting the seal. It would seem that copies 
were given to each grantee, as an original deed of the same character 
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18 in the Rutherfurd collection. << The Concessions and Agreements 
of the proprietors, freeholders, and inhabitants of West Jersey," bear- 
ing date March dd, 1675 — 6, beautifully engrossed on a parchment 
book, was also presented for examination. The worthy men whose 
names were appended showed their wisdom in recording the document 
in such a durable shape, as it is in a much better state of preservation 
than the'concessions of Berkeley to Carteret to the East Jersey set- 
tiers, which are engrossed on a simple roll of parchment. 

These interesting documents (printed in Learning and Spicer's 
Collections, pp. 382 — 119) belong to the office of the Surveyor 
General of the West Jersey Board of Proprietors. 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

Laid before the Society^ May Ith, 1846. 

FROM REV. O. M. JOHNSON. 
Denton, Orange Co.^ N. F., January 12th, 1846. 
Sir, 

Your note, informing me of my election as a corresponding 
member of the New Jersey Historical Society, came to hand in due 
season, accompanied by a copy of the Constitution and the By-laws. 
I did not immediately reply, thinking at the time I might have it in 
my power to meet with the Society in New Brunswick, or to make 
an acknowledgment of the honor conferred upon me in some other 
form. More recently I have been hindered by causes which I will 
not stop to mention, farther than to say that the last is sickness, from 
which I am slowly recovering, so that I hold my stylus with a feeble 
and reluctant hand. But I have felt so much anxiety not to let this 
opportunity wholly pass away, without expressing my gratification 
and delight at the successful organization and progress of the Society, 
that I seize the opportunity, though at the expense of some pain, to 
send you a brief expression of my feelings. 

It gave me much pleasure last winter to observe that measures 
were in progress for the organization of such a Society as the history 
of New Jersey needed and deserved. As a native of the State, what 
concerns her interest and honor concerns me. I have wandered some 
in my time, have lived in other States, and seen other Climes, but 
**my heart untra veiled still returns" tocher as my birth place and my 
home. My ancestors were among her early settlers, and her past 
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hktory is therefore in some aedsc my ofWn. I accept therefore with 
pleasure, and trust I shall respond hereafter with some degree of 
interest and zeal to the invitation to co-operate with the Sooiety in 
its work. I haire some manuscripts in my possession, 'pertaining to 
the ecclesiastical history, not indeed of N. J.» but of this region, 
yet I think in some degree illustrative of the former also, for 
several of the pastors of churches in this region have been natives 
of N. J. These documents I have proposed to myself to copy as soon 
as I may be able, and offer to the Society, if they would be likely to 
prove o( any interest or value. 

Please to regard me as a subscriber for the History of East New 
Jersey. 

I am» with much respect, . 

Your obedient servant, 

O. M. JOHNSON. 
Wh. a. Whitehead, Esq. 



FROM REV. STEPHEN DODD. 

East Haven, f'eb. 3i, 1846. 
Dear Sib, 

Your communication of the 17th uh., with a certificate of my 
election to be a .<< Corresponding Member of the New Jersey Histori- 
cal Society" with a copy of the Constitution and By-laws of the same, 
were duly received. ^ For this honorable notice, I desire to return my 
unfeigned thanks, and shall regard it as a special invitation to 
contribute my assistance to promote the objects of the Society. 

Feeling a strong attachment to that State in which I was bom, and 
spent the youthful period of my life, I was glad when I heard of the 
formation of a Historical Society, for I had long supposed that there 
were valuable materials for interesting history, if they could be col- 
lected — and now I think this object will be gained by the associated 
enterprize of the citissens of New Jersey in this << Historical Society.'^ 
It has my best wishes for all desirable success. I must have all that 
it may feel able to collect and to publish. * * * * 
Being conversant with the records of some of the ancient towns in 
this vicinity, from which our ancestors proceeded, who coloniaed 
Newark, I may be able to collect some matters that may be worthy of 
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piMierTatioii. To thid department I will attend as soon as practicable. 
In the mean while, I hope the members will harmoniously cooperate 
in promoting tho great and useful object of the Society, in collecting 
and publishing all the matters that may be useful to posterity. 
I subscribe myself^ your friend and fellow-citizen, 

STEPHEN DODD. 
W. A. Whitehead, Esq., Corresponding Secretary, dec. 

P. S.— For the funds of the Historical Society I enclose ■ as a 
token of my good wishes. S. Dodd. 



FROM REV. PHILIP LINDSLEY, D.D., 

President qfNashviUe Umversitif. 

Nashyille, Tenn., Feb. 17^^, 1846. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 17th ultimo, informing me that the New 
Jersey Historical Society had done me the honor to elect me a corres* 
ponding member of their body, was duly received. For this distin- 
guished mark of their regard, I beg to tender them my very grateful 
acknowledgments. As a Jerseyman, I feel a deep interest in th*e 
successful prosecution of their labors — the value of which I can 
appreciate in advance. I have had abundant reason to deplore the 
defective, and oftentimes erroneous, character of the statements which, 
in various forms, make up, or rather serve as an apology for, the 
history of my native State. How little is known about the revolu- 
tionary sufierinjgs and sacrifices of the good old whigs, men and 
women, of New Jersey ? I heard more on this subject, when a child, 
from my parents and grand-parents, and far more impressively told, 
than I have since met wi^ in all the books which have hitherto been 
published. Her colonial history is still almost a blank. And of this 
too, when fairly written, her sons may well be proud. 

I rejoice that you have, at length, taken this matter seriously in 
hand. I trust that no pains or expense will deter you from doing ample 
justice to the theme. 

I have seen much of the United States ; and were I privileged to 
live a thousand years, wherever I pleased, I w6uld select New Jersey 
as my home. With her soil, mingle the ashes of all my ancest6rs since 
the year 1680. 
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I suppose, of course, that nothing is expected from me in the way 
of historical contributions. I enclose a trifle (fifty dollars) as a small 
token of gratitude, respect, and good-will. Please consider me a 
paying subscriber for all your publications. 

I wijl thank you for two words in reply — acknowledging the receipt 
of this, &c. — 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Veiy respectfully, 

Your most obedient servant, 

PHILIP LINDSLEY. 
Wm. a. Whitehead, Esq. 



FROM REV. PHILIP LINDSLEY, D*D. 

UNivi:EsiTY OF Nashville, Feb, 28 J, 1846. 
Dear Sir, 

I wrote you, on the 17 th instant, a letter of thanks, and enclosed 
a Xt. S. Treasury note of fifty dollars for the New Jersey Historical 
Society. On the following day, I received a copy of Bishop Doane's 
excellent Address^ — for which I am greatly indebted to your kindness. 
It breathes the genuine Jersey spirit. It revived a thousand fond 
recollections and associations; and made me sigh again for my 
beloved father land. This one noble speech in behalf of New Jersey 
has already afforded me more satisfaction than twice fifty dollars 
could yield. Would that my countrymen could be prevailed on to 
comprehend their true interests, and to appreciate the unrivalled 
advantages of their position ! 

" O fortunati, ninium, sua si bona norint." 
New Jersey is, or ought to be, the Eden of America. 

aic ♦ * ik 4( aK Hi mi 4(4e 

With sentiments of great consideration and respect, 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most ob't serv% 
PHILIP LINDSLEY. 
Wm, a. Whitehead, Esq. 
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FROM ABRAHAM CLARK, M.D. 

KiNDERHOQKy Marck ^ht 1646* 
Sir, 

I bava duly received your several communications, which 
ought to have been sooner acknowledged ; but the fact is I have been 
waiting for a temporary rally of the waning faculties of an octogena- 
rian, which scarcely afford me the power to write, even with a pencil. 
I have little to return to the members of the N. J. Historical Society 
but my thanksf for their kind remembrance and the honor of appoint- 
ment. Few Jerseymen have had the subject of this Society nearer 
their hearts than I have. 

The early history of the old borough of Elizabethtown has always 
been viewed by me as peculiar — the settlement in its infancy having 
been made by persons of cultivated minds and of substantial property. 
A considerable portion of them were old Cavaliers, adherents to the 
Stewart dynasty — not cordial to the Hanoverian succession even ta 
the commencement of our revolution. — A larger part were Presbyte- 
rians and some Puritans from the east end of Long Island— some 
Huguenots, &c. Many English customs were continued, such as 
sports at Whitsuntide holidays by riding at the ring, almost to my day> 
and fox busting kept i^) with spirit until the present century. 

Retrospection upon a favorite subject, aided by traditions from the 
oldest, and at all times my choicest companions, carries me back to 
the early settlement of my own neighborhood — this was two and a half 
miles west of Elizabethtown on the farm of my ancestors, never owned 
by others. My grandfather, Thomas Clark, was an Alderman, Judge, 
and, I believe, keeper of the King's arms, as many muskets, and 
cartouche boxes with the letters G. R. on their covers, remained in the 
Jiouse until used by our patriots. He left but one son — Abraham, 
well known as a signer of "the Declaration.'* 

On our western boundary was my great uncle, Abraham Clark, 
whose highest ambition was gratified in being a cavalry officer in the 
militia, cfilled then *Capt. of the Troop.' He left but one son who 
died a bachelor. On our east was the farm of Capt. Hampton, an 
Episcopalian, a member of the Colonial Assembly, who lived in the 
handsome style of a gentleman of the old school. He left no son ; 
was grand-father of Jonathan Hampton Lawrence who died in New 
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York last year aged 86 years. With these three neighbors I had a 
quasi acquaintance, as they were subjects of family talk among my 
seniors. On our north was an ancient farmer, Lewis Mulford, one of 
the few Puritan families. His son (not his eldest) died last year aged 
91 years. An ancient fortress of masonry stood on the \e(t bank of 
the Elizabethtown creek about 400 yards below the stone bridge — ^it 
had been strongly built, but was dilapidated about sixty years ago. — 
It is pleasing to reflect that no account of war with, or murders by, the 
Indians exists — and I must add, as a little remarkable, that the ever 
present signal of modem pioneers, the Log Cdbin^ was unknown among 
our forbears. 

My father's house, which may be still standing, was built one hun- 
dred years ago, on the model of his father's — this last in ruins seventy 
years since extends our view far back. My father had two brothers, 
Abraham, mentioned before ; James, a highly respectable farmer in 
Union township — and a sister, Mrs. Day — these last two lived to a 
great age. 

I have thus given a sketch of .my neighborhood, trnte-heUunh which, 
if not sufficiently antiquarian as to time, and suburban in location, 
may, I hope, encourage others better situated to trace back the doings 
of our old Burghers in their corporate capacity. 

I have inadvertently passed by one of our boundaries; on the 
south was a noble farmer — ^Ephraim Terrill, another Capt. of troop- 
ers ; an Epfscopalian, a man of strong mind and social qualities. 
He was the grandfather of Edmund Thomas, an officer of the army 
— also of Dr. David S. Craig, of Rahway. It was owing to my 
familiarity with this old gentleman that I attribute my taste fbr anti* 
quarian research and my l^e for the good old times. A knowledge 
of this passion I should have supposed confined to ray own bosom, 
but that some twenty-five years ago I was elected an honorary mem* 
ber of the American Antiquarian Society, and since then received 
the like honour from the Royal Society of the North Sweden^ Den* 
mark and Norway, whose researches are directed to the ante-Cokim* 
bian discovery of our country. 

I herewith present, through you, to the N. J. Historical Society 
some of their archives, not likely to be obtained elsewhere* These, 
with my thanks for their kind remembrance of me, and the enclosed 
fbr the use of the Society please offer in my name. 
With respect. 

Your obedient serv't, 

ABR'M. CLARK. 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

LM before the Soctety, May 7lh, 1846. CmUnued. 

COFT OF A LKmit VBOM 

ROBERT TROUP TO " COLONEL HUGH HUGHES, 

FuhkOt, State o/Neux York*' 

RASEPTAXf Somenei Countg^ N. Jersey^ \ 
16M January^ 1781. $ 

DSAB FHZBin>9 

Some time last November I wrote to you» a letter requesting 
your friemlly atssittanoe in sending to Colonel Abeel at Morristown* 
some Law Books of RHtie, which Colonel Hay ha* in bis custody. I 
need only now suggest to you the importance of those books in proses 
cnting my present plan ; I aai periSuaidod you will take pleasure in 
gratifying my request. 

I find myself irresis^bly impelled^ by a jf^erfeot confidence in the 
intimacy subsisting between us, to recommend to your kindest atten* 
lions one of my female friends in distress. I mean Mrs. Provost^ who 
has ever been justly esteemed^ hr her honori virtue and aooompltah* 
marts* I doubt whethiBr you b»re the happiness of a personal' aicquain* 
taace wiHi her^ thoogb it is more Mm probable tbat yoa are not a 
18 
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stranger to her character. During the whole course of this war, she 
has conducted herself in such a manner as proves her to possess an 
excellent understanding, as well as a strong attachment to our righteous 
cause. 

My character of f his lady is drawn, partly from my own knowledge 
of her, and partly from the inftwmatioa, of the most respectable whigs 
in this state. Impressed with these sentiments, I am not ashamed to 
confess that I feel an anxiety for her welfare, which you will more 
easily conceive, tlian I can describe. It is true, she is the wife of an 
Enemy, what then? Must we abandon Human nature, in order to 
manifest 6ur Patriotism ? In our opposition to the Tyrant of Britain 
and his mercenary instruments, is it necessary that we should com- 
mence hostilities aga^net innocent wdmen and children? Oemiiiie 
Whiggism which has humanity for its basis, blushes at such disgrace- 
ful ideas. 

I know you too well to believe, that the part you have acted in this 
controversy is tinctured even ta the smallest degree, with intef^sCed 
motives* A man of this cast of mind, wilt enjoy an exquisite pleasure, 
in softening the misfortunes of his fellow citizens, notwithstanding 
they may bet hid enemies in a political view. This pl^sure will be 
heightened, when he can extend a helping hand to the fair sex, who 
have every possible claim to his services, especially those who wish 
him to obtain the favourite object of his pursuit. Without the least 
deviation from truth I can affirm^ that Mrs. Provost is a sincere, and 
cordial well wisher to the success of our arms, which will be an addi- 
tional reason with you for shewing her all the civilities in your power. 
Wh^t^ver theXongues.df'QUiUce.Knay ebtculifrte to the contrary, you 
may rest satisfied^ tbat the. sole cause of her leaving this State, and 
going to Sharon, was the seizure of her estate, in consequence of an 
aot.ofAsseoibly. which some suppose, extended to her Husband, the' a 
British subject. Not a sinsgle syllafak has beeo lisped to her prejudice^ 
by thoM who are: oust desirous of increasing duivetghtvofher^ffic* 
ti:^18« 

Tp any Qiket percron biit yon,. I Miould deemil prudent to a]»obgiiEer 
for thus advocating the cause of a British officer's wife; But w^ 
apology, ta yoch v^uiold bean insult, to your ^eeitngs* You. caniDot 
epitertaia a siisptcjon of my eothiisiastic attachpieiit to the poblio 
weal.. When .1 desire^ or do any thing to iBJare it; a^ein from aof 
error .in judgment, naayi be despised l^ mankind, as imch'aB IshaH 
be ba^ by mysdf ; an an}|iou8xoni3ers, to aUeviate tte diiltreainuof 
an ftmiabk and ihgeLntlMdy^ witb wbmn I havejoog beeB^ontbewoel 
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intimate friendly footing, gave birth to this letter. He deserves not to 
exisj^ who lives only for hiijaself — Has always been my motto. 

In ray last letter, I advised Myles, to prosecute his studies in the 
Law* There will certaii^ly be ■ . opening for young fellows in 
N§w York after the clpse of the war. Pray chat with him, once more 
on this subject and assure him, of my inviolable affection for him. — 
Remember me to all my New York Fronds, and Believe me with sa 
much sincerity . 

As. ever. Your Friend, 
Col. Hughesw , ROB. TROUP. 



:rROM Aon. PH. DICKERSOI^. 

Patehson, Jcoiuary 26f<iV, 1046. 
DcAH Sir, 

TTie fbregoing is a true copy of a Jettier from Robt. Troop, the 
•original of which is in rAy possession. Col. Hughes was in the Com- 
mifesary 'Department during the most of the Revolutionary War, and 
\vtis a Very nctive and influentiat Patriot. 

By matrying his grand daughter 1 became possessedof his paj)ers 
among which I found this letter, and even if it shoufd add nothing to 
History, I am confident that its lofty and islevaled sentiments will 
rendfer it acceptable to the Historical Society of New Jersey. 
• ' I atn yours, very respectfully, 

PH. mCKKltSON- 
To W. A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec^ N. J. Hist. Soc. ' 



FROM THE RT. REV. C. P. McILVAINE, D.D. 

Gambieh, Ohioj Feb. 4, 1846. 
Dear Sib, , 

1 beg to acknowledge the kindness of the New Jersey Histori- 
cal Society in electing me a Corresponding Member* My attachmoA^ 
to my native State is so fresh that it gives me great pleasure to come 
into connection with whatever is concerned in preserving the history 
of her past, and thus in promoting the welfare of her future existence. 
With the best wishes for the prosperity of the Society and every 
readiness to co-operate with its members, whenever I shall be able, , 
I remain ypur obedient servant, 

CHAS. P. McILVAINB* , 
W. A. Whitehead. 
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FROM MAURICE B^EEBVBX, M. D. 
Dennisville, Cape May Co,, Feb. 6tht 1846. 
Dear Sis, 

In IVf ay last I received a line from you and a certificate of 
original membership in the •* New Jersey Historical Society," a dis- 
tinction for which I must tender my sincere acknowledgements. I 
have felt a deep interest in the early history Of odr State, but more 
particularly of our county, for some years past. There is perhaps no 
county in the state more replete with interest for the antiquarian^ than 
Cape May. Being settled by emigrants from Long Island previous 
t ) 1690, who were attracted here for the purpose of whaling and fol- 
lowed the business with profit for some years, (the names of many of 
them I have,) inducements w«re held qqt for the cultivation of the soil, 
and between the years 91 Jind J96 many locations were made of the W. 
N. Jersey Society by settlers, whose names and the number of acr^ 
each located I have succeeded in obtaining. A copy of the draft made 
by 3udd ^ Wolredge of Burlington of the proprietary rights in I69X9 
previous^ to tha, Society's purchase^ from Cohansey down inclading 
Cape May, nearly all of which, the nine proprietary rigt^ts of Dr. Cox 
of London included, was presented to my fiither Thomas Beesley in 
1813 by WillLam Griffiths, Esq-^of Burlington, which said copy waa 
made bjy Lewis Morris in Salem in 17 id. This map of C^p^ May and 
that pari of Salem Co. now Cumberland which t|)ey surveyed ia 
interesting in many particulftrs— one of which I will mention. They 
surveyed E^ Islaoil^ about six miles south.west of the mouth of 
Maurice river, for Thomas Budd at three hundred acres ; at the piwseot 
time to my personal knowledge it does not contain more than an acre, 
and a high tide covers it all. These gentlemen Budd 6c Wolredge 
came down from Burlington in a small vessel, and spebt the months 
of April, May and June in making the survey. The lines they ran 
are still acknowledged and abided by. 

My object in addressing you is to obtain, information as to the best 
rnethod of subserving the views of the Society. Whether to forward 
matter in detached portions, or whether it would prefer choosing some 
person to amass them in the form of a history, in as much connection 
as it would be possible to get it, of the counties separately ? 

I had some matter together previous to Mr. Howe's coming around 
after materials for his «« Historical Collections," which I let him have 
and from which he mide some extracts. I have likewise a list of our 
members of the Legislature from the surrender by Queen Anne in 1702 
to the present time, as well as clerks, surrogates and sheriffs. I <^ould 
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send these separately if wished* Yesterday I accidentally secured a 
copy of the **Newr Jersey State Gazette," dated Dec. 1784, which I 
thiQk beats Mr. Sherman who was making his boast not k)ng since 
that he had one dated 1801. This cor^ains an account of the meeting 
of Congress at Trenton, wherein Richard Henry Lee was appointed 
President — abstract of Rateable for the State, &c. You must excuse 
me for troubling you with so much more than I at iirst intended — shall 
be pleased to hear from you at your convenience, and wishing 4he 
Society speed in its prosperity, 

I remain yours, very respectfully, 

MAURICE BEESLEY. 
Mr. W. A. Wni^tBHBAn. 

Feb. Slh. — Since writing the within 1 have had placed in my hands 
Jacob Spicer's diary containing an infinite variety of matter from 
1755 to 65 — 800 pages. Spicer was a member of the Assembly from 
our county twenty -eight years, and author of ** Leaming <Sid Spicer's 
Collections. '^ He died ii;k 1760. 



•to MAURICE BEESLEY, M. 0. 

New Jbrsgy Historical Society, ] 
Newark, February 14«A, 1846. 

[UXTBACT.] 

Dear Sir, 

Your interesting communication of the 6th inst. I received on 
the 10th. 

In answer to the enquiries you propound i would state that, as the 
main object of the Society is to *discoveri procure and preserve* what- 
ever may serve to illustrate the history of New Jersey, the possession 
of the original materials, you mention, towards the compilation of a 
memoir upon the Southern connttes would be a great acquisition, and 
their receipt would be gratefully acknowledged. The value of the 
papers &c. however, would be much enhanced could you accompany 
them with such historical memorand^Bi as" your researches may have 
enabled you to make* Such local annals must ever, necessarily, be 
desultory in their character, and any attempt to give them the form 
of history rather lessens than increases their interest, for to preserve 
their value they muet be full and precise, and in a connected narrative 
those requisites caimotalwayip be secured. ^ 
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From my own expetienco T should recoiyinierid ifor your guidiance 
in the compilation of the local history of yo«c county the foliowing 
head9 or subdivisions : ^ 

h A general sketch of the first settlement, — the qircumetances which 
led to it,— the progress made, — the difficulties encoanteredy — and other 
matters affecting the whole community, extending .through the whole 
period under review. 

II. Biographical sketches of the firsjt settlers with as minute fM!i 
account of their descendants as can be obtained. 

Ilf. Notices of subsequent old families who may havB held stations 
of influence or importance in the county. 

IV. An account of the establishment of thefinst coDgregatiotis atK) 
the erection of churches and other public buildings. . 

V. Early Police regulations and manner of administering the laws, 
with notices of interesting trials, curious cases of punishment, dtc ^ 

VL Faciliti:es for travelling, roads, ferries, &c* . , 
Vr[. Ancient Commerce, Fisheries, Trade, dec. 

VIII. Local anecdotes and events during the Revolution. y 

IX. Various miscellaneous topics. 

To give to these subdivisions the fullness and interest desirable, a 
most patient and minute examination of the county records is neces- 
sary, as well as a thorough testing of tradition^iry statements, d^c. I 
do not know, indeed, that a better model could be adopted by you than 
<< Watson's Annals of Philadelphia." In tracing family histories, the 
most successful plan, is to go in succession to several aged persons who 
may be presumed to have some of the information sought, and conv 
roencingat one end of a street or district, travel tl^reugh it with them, 
house by house, taxing their recollection for an account of the first 
inhabitant they remember to have oecupidd eaoh^ dwelling, — the chil- 
dren they had, — what beoanae of them, d^o s all of ij^hic^i si^ulii he 
committed to paper. ** * * ** * * 
Very respectfully. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. A. WHITEHEAD. 
Xhrre$p<mdmg Secretary* 
To Maubicb Bbkslit, ALD.i DomnaviUe^ Cai^ May Co., N. J. 



THE ORIGINAL of the folkwiflg letter wa« presetted by Mr« 
Thomas Gordon^ of Trenton. The eitouiOitaAQes aUud^ to will 
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be more, readily identified by a reference to the Collections of the 

Society. Vol. I. pp. 133, 134. 

From William Dockwra, the Chief ^cretary and Hegister of the 

Proprietaries of East Jersey to A^'PRgw Hamilton, Governor of 

the Province. 
Governor Hamilton — 

S% 

Wee kindely salute you, Iwtueing this day read yo' letter pr 
Cap* Phillips w""^ catne via Barbados date at Perth Amboy the 30**' 
Septemb. last with another therein enclosed of the same date signed 
by M' Ric"^ Hartshorn by order of the house of Deputies as their 
Speaker and by M*^ Gordon by order of the Councill as Deputy Sec 
retary. 

Wee are well satisfied w***the care and conduct you have showed 
in the asserting our right to y* Goverra* and yo' own authority by 
our Commission in order to y* good and quiet setlem* of the Province. 

And wee doubt not but a little time will make it manifest, that all 
those who haue performed their dutyes in a ready complyance w*** 
you, haue therein consulted and adhered to their true interest and 
the publique good of the whole Province, and those few who haue 
opposed you will quickly repent and correct their Errors. 

Our future actions shall declare that we doe not more designe our 
own Interest than the. reall prosperity of that Province over w*^ you 
preside. 

Wee shall gladly receive the best informations, how we may be 
enabled to increase y* number of people to settle in the Province and 
to advance the trade thereof, particularly we desire to know whether 
a Whale fishery may not be established to good advantage at Egge 
harbour or Barnagatt and the best measures to be taken for it, wee 
being well assured. that there is a very great resort of that Fish 
especiallv (as well as others) vpon y^ coasts, the Oyle 6c bone being 
very staple commodities here. 

Pray give our ktnde respects to M' Hartshorne Speaker of the As- 
sembly and to all the rest of the members as you have opportunity : 
their answer to our letter being very well resented, and wee desire you 
to acquaint y™ wee shall take due care (o represent to their IJIaj^'** 
(or oheife Ministers of state) their peaceable <Sz; dutifull behaviour to 
them 45 os vnder yo' Government, and particularly of their ready ness 
to CQmply w^^ their Majesties pleasure to give such assistance to their 
Neighbours ag' the common Enemy (as they are able to doe) in case 
of ex^ney. , . 
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The Governm* & inhabitants of New Torke, according to their 
wonted custome have very lately by their Agents been soUiciting 
again at Court for an Annexation of both the Jerseys to that Pro- 
vince, but haue been frustrated in their designe and wee little doubt 
all future attempts of that kinde will meet wi^ no better successe. 

Wee are the more easie in this by our observing y* vnity and good 
correspondence between you and y* Representatives of the people, 
which, together with yo» experience and prudent managem^ will free 
us from all apprehensions of being expos'd to danger from any just 
cause of complaint by those of New York ag* yo' ^ministration. 

Wee hope by the next Shipp to receive an ace* of the good efiects of 
your so promising an Entrance into the Governm^ and what pro- 
gresse you haue made in the particulars recommended to yo*" care in 
our instructions. And so we bid you hearty ly Farewell. 
Signed by order of the 

Committee of Proprietors, 

W1LL»* DOCKWRA 

: Seer & Reg'. 

London the first 

of Aprill 1693. 
Addressed "To the Honoured Col. Andrew Hamilton, Govemour 

of the Province of East New Jersey in America at Amboy These 

p' y" Friends Adventure Jno. King M' Q. D. G." 



AN ACCOUNT OF A JOURNEY IN THE SOUTHERN STATES IN 1781, 
By ABEL THOMAS, 

A PREACHER OF THE SOCIETY OW VRIENM : 

A copy of which was present^ by CoL Robert G. Johnson. 

A letter to a friend from Abel Thomas, who, with his companion, 
was travelling on a religious visit through the Southern States in 
the year 1791, says — 

»* When we came to Pee-Dee, the south part of North Cardina, a 
large American army passed us and encamped in the road. I thought 
I saw clearly that it was best for us to follow them, to whom we gave 
ourselves up as prisoners to the Captain of the prize guard. The 
officers gathered about us, and our horses were taken from us— -our 
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saddles and saddle bags ; our papers were soon demanded and ready 
and we were closely examined. Our papers were sent to the head 
General — they gave us to expect we should have a pass to return 
home. But I could not make such promises, being bound in spirit 
to visit Friends in South Carolina, if not in Georgia. We had the 
company of several officers, they were full of talk. May I never 
forget my master's kindness in a time of need. I had talk enough 
for them all, which they could not gainsay or condemn. 

" We gave ourselves up to the Captain on 6th day in the afternoon, 
and on the first day following, about 1 or 2 hours before day, there 
was a great stir in the camp — the officers riding too and fro, ordering 
the soldiers to make haste to march. When our Captain had got 
ready to march with many prisoners, he honoured us so much as to 
rank us next to himself, and so marched on with his naked sword in 
his hand. We marched near 20 miles and then encamped : we had 
but one biscuit and a small piece of meat betwixt us both, and had 
our bags and great coats to carry. Our situation became grievous. 
I sought the Lord, and when I had found him, I conversed with him 
as though he was present — told him as though he knew it not, that 
I had left a wife ahd all that was near and dear for the love I had to 
him, and did entreat that he would not leave me, now in a time of 
trial. And be was pleased to hear and with an encouraging lan« 
guage, conveyed to my understanding as with these words, " Fear 
not my servant, I will be with thee." The praise be given to him, 
for he is worthy, he fulfilled his promise to my admiration. We 
marched fast. I eat but little more than half a biscuit, and could 
not perceive myself hungry or weary. I found freedom to be cheer- 
ful in conversation with the Captain ond his men ; the officers 
passing and repassing generally took notice of usl It seemed re- 
markable that I should be so well and cheerful with but little food 
and sleep. It is the Lord's doings and marvellous in my eyes. 

" Next morning I went to seek the officer who had promised to 
give us our liberty. I put him in mind of his promise. He wrote a 
pass for us to go right home. When he read it my spirit roused with 
zeal for my master's honour. I said to him, * when I have visited my 
friends and find freedom to return home to my wife and, children I 
shall be glad — ^but if I find my master has any more service for me 
in this part of the country, I desire to be enabled to return to South 
Carolina visiting my friends — and if should go through the army 
now, remember what I tell thee.' He said — *if you return here you 
must expect severity.' 
19 
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" In answer — * I do not fear what your army can do to me, for I 
know you can have no power except ye receive it from above.' He 
then looked me in the face, and perhaps saw the tears run down my 
cheeks — ^he gave me his hand, wished me a good jpurney and rode 
away. Our horses were given us^-we parted with our Captain as 
a friend. We had a distance of about sixty miles to go to a Friend's 
house at Pee-Dee. How good it is to keep near the truth. Walking 
in the light, we should be at no loss to know what to do, or where to 
go— nor how to behave before men for the glory of God and peace of 
our souls — well knowing who preserved me in the depths of distress, 
when my soul was taken with fear and my body almost given to the 
wild beasts of the wilderness — when the language of my soul was, 

haste my beloved. 

" When friends found I was determined to return to South Carolina, 
they were thoughtful about a companion in the room of Amos Lee. 
Thomas Winslow offered, and friends concurred by certificate. 
When we came near, the country was all in an uproar. Scouting 
parties on both sides, riding too and fro— killing one another and also 
peaceable men. They had determined to take no prisoners. When 

1 heard this doleful news it took deep hold on ray mind. I had enter- 
tained the thought that I should die in that country and should not 
die a natural death, but be shot or barbarously cut down by the light 
horse. I searched deep to know whether my concern was right, and 
the Lord wa^ pleased to manifest to me, that it was his will that I 
should go ; we travelled on, visiting meetings. 

<< We met with the Major, shewed him our certificates, and asked 
him if we might go forward. He told us, he would not hinder us, 
if we would venture our lives, for the Rebels (as he called them) had 
gotten between them and the garrison, and was killing and destroy- 
ing all before them. I told him we did not trust altogether to men 
for preservation. 

" We lay in the woods not far from the garrison. We understood 
that General Green was very near. In that army I was confined 
about two months before. An officer among them told me, that if he 
found me in South Carolina again, he would thrust his sword through 
me 5 and remarkable, the Lord made way for our escape between the 
two armies. It was a watchful time. There was a Colonel in the 
garrison brought up in Jersey among friends — ^his name Isaac Allen 
—he called to us with a pleasant countenance. I asked him if we 
might pass through the garrison. He said we were in the likeliest 
dress to deceive them, and said he supposed we were going to preach 
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among the Brethren, but we must not preach against fighting. He 
invited us to his tent to take a dish of tea. I told him if he had any 
value for us not to detain us long. I thought the Colonel appeared 
sorrowful, and conducted us into the garrison and ordered us to stand 
till we were sent for. Then a black man was soon sent out to hold 
our horses and we ordered in. The General was free in conversation 
and ordered his man to conduct us through to Friends settlement^- 
the people wondering to see us riding without arms. They said it 
was as much as our lives were worth to go over to Savannah, that 
the Indians and white men so joined together in their bloody designs. 
We had been so remarkably preserved, that we did not fear them. 
We rode over the river in great danger — the water so rapid — the 
bottom so Totky, I never rode in such a place before— it was well we 
had a pilot, who led us among the rocks-^we got safe over, and riding 
along towards Friends settlement, along a small path in the wilderness^ 
two men overtook us, and in a foaming rage ordered us to stand, and 
with a terrifying language were raising their guns to shoot us. I 
desired them to stop a while that we might clear ourselves of those 
high charges. They gave us a little time to consider, but soon broke 
out in a terrible rage. One of them was cooking his giin — ^I desired 
him to have a little patience, I had something more to say : then 
they turned round to converse among themselves in private. I heard 
one of them ask the other if they must kill us. The other answered 
I hate to kill them. Then they ordered us off our horses and rode 
off with them. We were now left in the wilderness without horses, 
and soon came to a conclusion to return back to our friend William ' 
Miles from whence we came. I soon perceived I must return to that 
bloody place again. When L made it known to my companion it 
was grievous to him. After a time of silence hei said we had been 
remarkably favoured, but he thought we had no business there. I 
often looked at my dear wife and children mourning for me. I was 
afraid I had offended my Master whom I had loved above all. I 
cannot express the anguish of my soul at that time and the depth of 
distress. A language which I understood revived, " Fear not, my 
servant, I will be with thee " — ^how was my soul rejoiced — all fear 
Tanished away-^and in this pleasant state I said in my heart, it is 
enough. I thought I could live there all my days if it was his will. 
I informed my companion I intended to go, and left him at liberty ; 
and after a time of deep consideration he told me, he could not be 
eai^ to let me go alone-— that if I went and died there, he would die 
with me. 
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^ A day soon appeared to travel on, and also to write to General 
Green, who was then about 30 miles off, a fighting against 96. He 
soon answered my letter and granted my request. 

A COPY OF MY LETTER TO GENERAL GREEN. 

' Greneral Green, I understand thou art a moderate man, willing to 
shew kindness to the innocent when that appears, makes me the more 
bold to write to thee and make known my circumstances. 1st, I am 
endeavouriug to keep a conscience void of offence before God and 
man. 2nd, I believe the great God of heaven and earth, commands 
me to leave my dear wife and children, in Pennsylvania and to travel 
through many troubles and dangers in this south part of America, 
in order to preach the Everlasting Gospel to the poor — and I am not 
to hide myself and seek out by paths to escape examination by the 
armies or men in authority : yet I have liberty to plead my own 
cause and to endeavour by entreaty to make my innocence appear, 
and to request favour of the great men of the earth to do their part 
toward lightening my burden and easing my grief. I ahould be glad 
to be brought before the General at Head Quarters, but I could see 
no way for it without writing* I have been about four months trav- 
elling on a religious account. I have no other views than is above 
related, and in my journey I was about to pass through thy camp a 
few days after thy seige at Camden to a meeting of friends not far 
from there ; so I gave myself up to the guard, hoping by that means 
to be brought before thee. 

^I did not doubt but I could give thee such reasons for my travel- 
ling as would be satisfactory. I was turned near 200 miles towards 
home, but finding my mind uneasy turned again to Tiger River. I 
have been about three weeks in South Carolina. I entreat the Gen- 
eral to send a few lines by the bearer hereof, ordering me and my 
companion to appear before thee at head Quarters : — or if thou art 
satisfied of our innocence please to send a permit that we might pass 
among thy men. I feel love in my heart towards all mankind and 
am contending for a reformation among my brethren. I have no. 
thing to do with carnal weapons. 

< Long Cane, 5th month 4th, 1781. 

<Abel Thomas, Thomas Winslow.' 




A PERMIT. 
« Abel Thomas and Thomas Winslow are permitted to pass and 
repass this Country, behaving with propriety. 

<Nathai.^ Gkbbn.* 
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GENERAL GREEN'S LETTER IN ANSWER, Can^ hefore 9^. 
'Gentlemen, your letter of the 6th is before me. From the good 
opinion I have of the people of your profession— being bred and 
educated among them — I am persuaded your visit is purely religious 
and in this persuasion have granted yqu a pass and shall be happy if 
your ministry shall contribute to the establishment of morality and 
brotherly kindness among the people. I am sensible your principles 
and profession are opposed to war. But I know you are fond of both 
political and religious liberty. 

* This is what we are contending for, and by the blessing of God 
we hope to establish them upon such a broad Basis as to put it out of 
the power of our enemies to shake the foundation. In this laudable 
endeavour I expect at least to have the g6od wishes of your people, 
as well for their own s^es as ours, who wish to serve them upon all 
occasions, not inconsistent with the public good. 

' I am your most obedient servant, ^ 

* Nathan^ Gkeen.' 
« But to return. We set out early in the morning on foot— divers 
deep thoughts attended my mind. We seemed like sheep the second 
time going to the slaughter. Without any obligation, we crossed 
Savannah river, came up to a Colonel and his men, who came there 
the evening before. A captain looked earnestly at us began to en- 
quire what our business was and bearing the slender account as 
appeared in his view, which was to visit our Brethren in Wrights- 
borough, he appeared surprised and mistrustful — asked for a Pass 
which we gave him — he ordered us to follow him to the Colonel. 
Our certificate — General Green's friendly letter and permission was 
read to him. They asked why we travelled on foot,— we told them . 
we were robbed not far from that place, about two weeks before. 
They told us they had heard of us down at Augusta and if we would . 
stay they thought they could find our horses. A soldier said he . 
thought my horse was in the camp. I soon found him, saddle aiul 
bridle — that wicked man had just rode off. I informed the Colonel . 
who had him arrested, tried and put under guard) and sent out a scout 
after the other ; — they soon brought him in with ray companion's 
mare, saddle and bags and confined him. It was great surprise to * 
them. They sent for us and desire us to forgive them. We enquired ' 
where our goods were — ^they readily informed us. We told them aH 
we wanted was what we had lost and that they would repent and 
amend their ways of living — that we could forgive and do them a 
kindness if it lay in our power, though they }uul not injured ua* 
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They appeared Yow in their minds, for the Colonel had declared they 
should be hanged. Miiny more barbarous crimes came against them. 
We got the chief of our goods, and lodged with them that night. 
Next morning rode towards Friends settlements at Wrightsborough 
and New^purchase— then finding my mind dear, turned my face 
towards home, and as I rode on a hope renewedly revived, that I 
should see 'my little fttmily again. I felt them warm to my heart, 
although ^by computation 800 miles* from them. Crossed Savannah 
river and travelled on towards 96 where the armies were fighting. 
When we drew near, we wfere doubtful how we should pass by. The 
cftDnfon" were firing fast, anfd the road we were in went right up to the 
English garrisom We knie w of no road to escape them. We raTely 
s»w a maii on the road to enquire— but so it was a friendly man 
overtook us, and ofbred to pilot us round, and a difficult path it was 
— sometimes we were just by where they were fighting, or firing upon 
the garrison. 

^'And as we passed through the skirts of General Green's army — 
that cross officer whose prisoner I had been — saw me ride on— called 
to me and said— ^ What old fellow are you here ' — I answered him 
according to his question. He asked me how I came to deceive him. 
I told him I had not, and that h& knew I said I had credentials from 
tliy master, and I do not fear thee. He took me by the hand in a 
friendly wa^ and said he hoped I did no harm. I told him I did not 
intend harm, with some m(Mre friendly conversation parted. This 
was the officer that told me at Camden, that he would thrust me 
throagh With his sword if he saw m^ in South Carolina again. Just 
before we got round into the road General Green's men fell upon a 
post, but alittie-way from us with a tertible n6is6. There was a 
great istfar among ^the people, 66me rnnning one way and some another 
— «80iM hiding behind the trees* We rode on smartly and could hear 
them about 7 mtleiS without any intermission; IViy intention was to 
to give a short account of my fatigues and trials, but I liave been led 
to writing more than I expected* As to my services in the ministry, 
I have left that where I received it, to' the judgment of my brethren, 
•o fitr I knay say, my Master had a service for me there, and I 
trusted ray life in his hands and travelled :-^nd by that means pur- 
chased a reward which is more predousr than gold; It is mine, and I 
have bought it and may not part with it.- Ko^^nbt for honour^-nor 
for fear of dishbttotir. 

"Tthmonth 7th, 1781. 

««BidfcifdCouJDity Virginia. ABEL THOMAS.*' 
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AH ACCOUNT OP ^H|! 

CAPTUilE AND J}EATH OF THE REFUGEE 

JOHN BACON. 

CommuniccUed hi G^OBafi F. Fokt, M. D- 

Niew Ec^XPT, N. J., AprU B, 1840. 
JRby^ Sxb, 

The folloving facts eoDnected witk the flevoktiioiiary 
History of our Stqite were coaimunicatfid te ine by Mr. Charles 
Stewart, of CreaiQ Sjdge, MoaiQoath county, the son of the Gapl. 
Stewart, l;iLereinaf]^r. aUuded to as a promineitt actor in the -tcsneb 
He was a soldier in the war of the Revolutioa, and was «ogagecl in 
battle of Mo:iin;)outhi. 

John Bacon was a notorious refugee who had cpmmitted maDy 
■depredations alopg the shores of MonoMiith and Bnrlifigton. After 
having beien a terror to the people of tkat aectton of the Statie for 
some time, JoAn &tewarty of Arneytown, (afterward Capt Stewart) re* 
solved if possible to take him. There had been a reward of fifty pounds 
ofiered by the Governor and Council for his capture, tiead or alive. 
A short time previous, in an engagement at Cedar Bridge, Bacon 
and his associates had discomfited a considerable body of State troops^ 
killing several, arpong them a brother of Joel Cook, of Cook'9 Mill 
(now Cookstown) Burlington county — which excited much alarm and 
exasperated the whole country. On the occasion of his arrest Capt. 
Stewart took with him Joel Cook, John Brown, Thomas Smith, John 
Jones and another person whose name is not recollected, and started 
in pursuit well armed. They traversed the shore and found Bacon 
separated from his men at the public house or cabin of William Rose, 
between West Creek and Clamtown (now Tuckertown) in the county 
of Burlington. The night was very dark, and Smith being in ad* 
vance of his party approached th^ house and discovered through the 
window a man sitting, with his gun between his knees. He imme- 
diately informed bis companions. On ariiving at the house Capt. 
Stewart opened the door and presetnting hie; musket demanded a sur* 
render. The fellow sprang to his f^t and cocking his gun was in the 
a,ct of bringing it round to the ^breast of Stewart, when the latter 
instead of discharging his piece, closed in with him and succeeded 
after a sicuffle in bringing him to the floor. He then avowed himself 
to be ^ohn ^con, and cried for quarter, wbich was at once granted 
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by Stewart. They arose from the floor, and Stewart, (still retaioing 
his hold of Bacon,) called to Cook, who When he discovered the sup- 
posed murderer of his brother, became exasperated, and stepping back 
gave him a bayonet thrust unknown to Stewart or his companions* 
Bacon appeared faint, and fell. After a short time he revived and 
attempted to escape at the back door. Stewart pushed a table against 
it — Bacon hurled it away and struck Stewart to the floor, opened the 
door and again attempted to pass out, but was shot by Stewart, (who 
had regained his feet,) while in the act. The ball passed through his 
body, through a part of the building and struck the breast of Cook, 
who had taken a position at the back door to prevent his egress. 
Cook's companions were ignorant of the fact that he had given 
Bacon the bayonet wound, and would scarcely credit him when he so 
informed them, on their way home. They examined Bacon at Mount 
Misery and the wounds made both by the ball and bayonet were 
obvious. They brought his dead body to Jacobstown, Burlington 
county, and while in the act of burying it in the public highway near 
the village, in the presence of many of the citizens Who had collected 
on the occasion, his brother appeared among them, and afler much 
entreaty succeeded in obtaining iiis body for private burial. 
. I have heard several diflerent versions of the death of Bacon, and 
have for that cause been particular in detail, as I believe this state- 
ment to be substantially correct, coming as it does from the son of the 
principal actor in the scene. You can make such use of it as you 
think [Nroper. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

GEO. F. FORT. 
Rev. D. V. McLean, Ch'n Ex. Com. N. J. Hist. Soc, Freehold. 

New Egt1»t, April 2i, 1848. 
Rev. Sib» 

Yours of the 15th inst., ackowledging my communication 
in reference to the capture and death of the refugee, John Bacon, was 
duly received. In reply to your qiiery as to " the year in which the 
occurrence took place ?" permit nje to state — that Mr. Stewart had 
no distinct recollection as to the precise time — but I am enabled to 
supply this omission by Very reliable information from William J. 
£mley, Esq., who is now 79 years of age. In a conversation with 
him yesterday, he confirmed the facts derived from Mr. Stewart, and 
asdded— that he was 15 ypars old when Bacon was brought to Jacobs- 
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town dead — ^that hrtiiself and father \^ere breaking up for corn near 
the village, and left their work to go and see him. He says it was 
in April 1782 that Bacon was taken and killed. You could make a 
memorandum at the foot of my communication to indicate the time. 

GEO. F. FORT. 
Rev. D. V. McLean. 



EXTRACTS FROM A PAPER ON 

THE DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT OF MONMOUTH., 

Read before the Society^ May Ith^ 1846, 
By the Rev. A. A. MARCELLUS. 

Incipient events leading to great results are often at the time of 
their occurrence, unworthy of special notice. It is for those, to 
whom the results become manifest, to trace them back to their be- 
ginnings. In Greece a child was born, who grew to manhood. He 
lived and died like other men. Long after he was gone, the produc- 
tions of his mighty genius led his admirers to search for the history 
of his life. But though temples and monuments were erected to his 
memory, and altars reared and sacrifices offered to him as a god, they 
sought in vain for satisfactory information respecting the place either 
of his birth or of his burial. Seven distinguished cities contended 
fbr the honor of his nativity, and the islands of the Mediterranean 
claimed to be the repository of his bones. Orbis de patria c^ertat, 
Homere, tua. 

San Salvador is memorable as the firSt of the stupendous discover- 
ies of Columbus. In itself but a low island, at first faintly discovered 
in the obscurity of midnight, it was nevertheless the object, tvhich 
raised from the Pinta the thrilling cry of land-ho ! And it was the 
first of a series of discoveries of land, land, land, which continued 
20 
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for more than a hundred years. The results of this discovery are 
immense, incalculable. 

♦ ♦♦♦*♦«♦««« 

Monmouth is to be regarded as the San Salvador of the Northern 
States of the Union. It was the beautiful, bold shore, and the richly 
crested hills of Navesink, that drew Hudson into tho bay of Raritan 
and the river Manhattan, and gave to our Dutch ancestors the ihost 
delightful and luxuriant portion of the American continent. It was 
in the road-stead within our Sandy Hook, that the Dutch yacht first 
came to anchor. On our shore her commander first landed. Our 
stately forests he first penetrated. The aborigines of Navesink were 
the first to greet him as a celestial visitant; the first to present 
him with the significant calumet, and to refresh him with corn bread 
and dried whortleberries. Here, too, .commenced that trade with the 
^ Indians, which attracted hither the enterprising merchants of Amster- 
dam ; planted trading houses and stpall colonies at Albany, on Man- 
hattan Island, at Jersey City, on the Connecticut and Delaware ; led 
to the exploration and settlement of the country and resulted finally 
in making New York the great commercial emporium, and the states 
clustering around her, models of enterprise and thrift. 

The honor and advantage of this discovery belonged of right to the 
Dutch. This as a mere matter of history must be insisted on. 
Hudson was now the servant of the East India Company. Unsuc- 
cessful in his search for a northerly passage to the East while in the 
employment of the London merchants, he was by them dismissed. 
He came to Holland and tendered his services to the merchants of 
Amsterdam and Zealand, who had long been celebrated for. their bold 
and persevering attempts to gain the desired passage. Their vessels^ 
under Heemskirk, Barentzoon, and others, had, for this purpose re* 
peatedly penetrated the northern seas, beyond Nova &mbla ; and in 
1596 had reached beyond the 80th parallel. 

Hudson's ofier was accepted by the Amsterdam Chamber of the 
East India Company. A vessel was fitted out and manned with a 
crew of Dutch and English sailors — the latter being selected, no 
doubt, to facilitate the command of Hudson in his own language* 
Sailing under the direction and at the charge of this Company, he 
discovers the great artery and the very heart of America. To whom 
then shall we ascribe the honor ? Had the London merchants em- 
ployed Jacob Heemskirk who, in pursuit of the object now aimed 
at, had twelve years before spent a winter in the Arctic Ocean ; and 
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under that celebrated Dutch skipper, made this great discovery and 
followed it by occupation, who would have thought of claiming the 
honor or the advantage for the Dutch ? Who ever disputed the rights 
and the honors of Spain in reference to the discovery of America by 
Columbus ? Who ever claimed them for Crenoa, on the ground that 
Cplumbus was a Crenoese ? If King Charles of England, who had 
no agency or risk in the enterprise, could claim Hudson'^ discoveries, 
because Hudson was his subject, how much more valid is the claim of 
the States General of Holland, on the ground, that the enterprise was 
conducted by a company of their subjects, whom they had chartered 
for the express purpose of discovery ? If the old rule, Facit per 
aliuro, facit per se, is good for his Majesty, it is in this case still better 
for their High Mightinesses. 

Hudson seemed determined, if possible, to fulfil the expectations of 
his employers* In sailing up the American coast, he endeavoured to 
penetrate every avenue into the Continent. He entered the Delaware 
Bay, and faithfully sounded its depth ; but finding it too shoal and 
sandy, he stood back towards the east. The inlets of Great and 
Little Egg Harbors also proved to shallow. When he reached Bar- 
negat Bay he saw high hills to the north. Juet his mate calls this, 
«* Very good land to fall in with, and a very pleasant land to see.'* 
But Hudson gazed on the scene with feelings different from those of 
bis semi-poetic companion. The great question revolved in his mind 
was, whether there might not be among those strong hills, some great 
navigable river, or channel leading to unexplored regions far beyond. 
Having rode all night at anchor, the next morning after the clear, 
ing away of the mist, he sailed towards the north. ^ The land," 
says Juet again, ** is very pleasant and high, and bold to fall, withal.'' 
At three o'clock in the afternoon they came to three great rivers. 
That which was the nearest, and directly before them to the north, 
was Rockaway inlet. This he intended to enter, but found it closed 
with a bar. The other two were the Narrows and the river Raritan.* 
He turned towards the south, sounding carefully, till he came near 
the Hook, where he had five and six fathoms water. Here he an- 
chored and sent in the boat. They found the depth varying from 
four to seven fathoms. He then weighed and went in, and cast 
anchor for the night. This was the 3d of September 1609. 

The next morning they found a good harbor as they supposed fur- 
ther up, where they rode all day at two cables length from the shOTC. 

* No ptft of Staten bland Sound ii ymUe from the sea, a* is sa^MMed by the 
rwpMted Editor of the N. Y. Hist. Soc. Col, vol. 1. New Senes. 
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Having seen around them << many salmons, mullets and rays very 
great,'* the men went oh shore with their nets, and caught some large 
mullets, and a fish of the ray genus, which it took four men to haul 
into the ship.* 

That day the natives came on board. Their first interview with 
Hudson and his crew presented an interesting spectacle — a grand 
subject for ihe painter. They had never before seen a European or 
a ship. The complexion pf the men ; their dresSy language, and 
manners ; the sails ; the tackling of the ship ; the vastness of the 
vessel itself; all was wonderful. 

De Vries, as quoted by Du Sumitiere says, " When the Dutch first 
arrived, the Indians, never having seen a vessel, nor knowing that 
there existed any other country but theirs, did not know what to make 
of those large ships. They thought they had dropped from Heaven. 
Some thought it was the devil ; others again that it was a large fish 
or sea monster. We have ourself often heard this said by the 
Indians."! 

********* 
[The author then introduces an account of the Indian traditions 
as detailed by Hecke welder — the Council said to have been held — the 
reception of Hudson, and the scene of intoxication that followed.] 

********* 

All this is related as having occurred at the time and place of 
Hudson's first landing; and that place on Manhattan Island — a 
confounding of the order of events and of places, which is easily 
accounted for in a mere Indian tradition but which the daily written 
journal of Juet happily corrects. The intoxicating of the chief 
occurred, not on the 4th but on the 21st of September, when they 
were up the river a hundred and fifty miles from here ; and we wish 
it had been still further off*. And from a comparison of the above 
tradition — in the main facts no doubt correct — with the journal of 
Juet, it is certain, that the grand council spoken of, which gave so 
respectful and dignified a reception to the Captain of the Half Moon, 
was held^ not at Manhattan, where Hudson never was, but at or near 
the place where he first landed ; which was on the shore of Sandy 
Hook Bay. 

♦ If this appear incredible, what must be thought of the ray mentioned by lather 
lAbat, found at Guadaloupe, measuring thirteen feet in breadth— to say nothing of 
"their figure covering nearly a mile," according to the declaration of a Norway 
Bishop cited by Goldsmith as one, " indeed, famous for the marvellous." 

t N. Y. Hist. Col. 1 vol. New Series 273. 
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Van Der Donek also gives a similar account of the visit of the 
Half Moon. Tba facts he had frequently heard from the Indians 
themselves, some of whom could remember a hi/ndred years, and he 
holds it as a certain proof that the Netherlanders were the first dis- 
coverers and possessors of New Netherland.* 

It is barely possible, that the Cabots in f* sweeping along the ex- 
tensive coasts of North America," in 1498, had a distant yiew of 
our Highlands. 

Mr. Q'Callaghan informs us thfit the Dutch had become familiar 
with the American coasts, as early as the year 1516, or when Charles 
the Fifth became sovereign of the Low Countries. 

Verrazzano, in 1524, probably entered our bay, with the boat, and 
ascended a little above the Narrows, when suddenly a violent wind 
forced him back to the ship " greatly regretting to leave this region 
which seemed so commodious and delightful.", He lefl without land- 
ing, which ficcqunts for the natives having, after the Dutch settlement, 
no recollection or ki^owledge of his visit. 

The manners and appearance of the people are described by 

Hudson and Juetf : 

« « « « »» * # « 

Their maize the women pounded into meal, of which they baked 
bread and cakes, and boiled sapaun ; a dish which afterwards became 
quite a favorite among the Dutch with the addition of milk, and 
among the Yankees with molasses, and is, with many, still a standing 
culinary. The barbarous old name sapaun, has however, to some 
extent, been super^ded by the genuine Yankee-invented and Webster- 
approved title, mush. But the name cannot alter the flavor, nor the 
rotundifying properties of the article. We go for a simplicity of 
(liet, so conducive to health, beauty and the public tranquility. 
Este perpetua, sapaun et lac. 

The natives also made great use of beans, boiled soft, with fresh 
meat, which they considered a great dainty. Their common food 
was flesh and fish of various kinds, which were very abundant ; and 
hence the chief employment of the men was hunting and fishing. 
Cooking was done principally by boiling in earthen pots of their own 
manufacture. They used no condiments with their food, not even 
salt. 

Their drink was the pure water from the gushing spring. They 

♦ N. Y. Hist. Col. 1 vol New Series p. 137. 

t N. Y. Hist. Col. voL I., New Series, pp. 299, 323. 
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knew nothing of brewing ; nor even of naaking wine, though they 
had plenty of grapes ; much less of diistilling. *^ The Indian lan- 
guages," says Van Der Donck, ** which are rich and expressive, have 
no ward to express drunkenness. Prunken men they call fools. Nor 
have they any diseases or, infirmities which are caused by drunken- 
ness. The rheumatic gout, red and pimpled noses are snares unknown 
to them." 

♦ «♦««*« ««« 

The Half Moon was moored within our harbors, from the 3d until 
the 10th of September. Hudson and his men were here detained, 
not only in exploring the forests, and surveying and sounding the bay 
and its inlets, but they were obliged here, to perform the mournful 
obsequies of one of their shipmates. John Colman and four others 
were, on the 6th, sent over to the north side of the bay, four leagues 
distant, to sound the other river. They spent the day, which was the 
Sabbath, in what they deemed, perhaps, a pleasant excursion. But 
it terminated as many a Sabbath excursion terminates. They passed 
up the Narrows, and around into the Kil Van Kol, as far as Newark 
Bay, enjoying the beauty of the landscape, and the fragrance from 
the grass and flowers on the shores. But on returning in the aflter- 
noon, they were fiercely attacked by twenty-six Indians, in two 
canoes. << The night came on and it began to rain so that their 
match went out." John Colman was killed by an arrow, which took 
effect in his throat ; and two of his companions were wounded. It 
became so dark that they could not find the ship. They had so great 
a stream that their grapnel would not hold them. So they labored 
all night, to and fro", upon their oars. The next day they returned 
to the ship with the body of poor Colman ; which was taken on shore 
and buried ; and the place of his sepulture was appropriately named 
Colman's Point, in memory of the melancholy death of the first 
European whose bones were deposited beneath our soil. 

The name, unhappily, does not appear upon our maps ; nor does the 
true locality of Colman's Point, seem to be generally understood. 
Some writers suppose it to be on Coney Island* ; others, Sandy Hook. 
It is, perhaps, neither ; but more probably, in the writer's humble 
opinion, a point about seven miles west of Sandy Hook, called by the 
Indians Mones'-conk, and designated on Gordon's Map as Point 
Comfort. Hudson had on the 5th moved from his anchorage in the 
Horse-Shoe, not considering it safe to remain there. A dtrong north- 

* jRev. Dr. Strong considers " Coney Island, a corruption of the original 
Colman." History of Fiatbosh, p. 8. 



Digitized by 



Google 



159 , 

west wind had, the night previous, brought home the anchor and 
driven them on shore. In ^ the morning, having got off without 
injury, he sent the boat ^ tasound the bay," and found ** three fathoms, 
hard hy the southern ihore.^*^ If then he left the Horse*Shoe, as it 
is probable, there is no such road-stead as that described, with three 
fathoms hard by the southern shore, until we reach the bay betweea 
Point Comfort and Brown's Point, where the steamboats now land. 
The waters and part of the shore, in this vicinity were, by the Indians, 
called Chingarora-^pronounced Shing-ga-rcra^^a name which ought 
by all means, to have distinguished the flourishing village adjacent, 

instead of the uncouth compound, Key-Port. 

* «« « « « » «"« 

After the death of Colman, Hudson was more cautious and re* 
served in his intercourse with the natives. He dared not trust 
himself, nor his men in their power. He seized two of the men 
who came on board, intending to keep them. He dressed them in red 
coats, and carried them away, some sixty miles up the river. But 
they, preferring rather to be kings among fools/ than fools among 
kings, on the morning of the 15th slipped through a port-hole and 
swam away with their red coats. After the vessel was under way 
they hailed it in derision. 

The merchants o^ Amsterdam soon followed up the magnificent 
discovery of Hudson, by establishing trading posts and small settle-^ 
ments at difierent points. We have no knowledge of any such 
settlements in our country^ for about forty years after its discovery. 
The Dutch being concentrated at New Amsterdam, enjoyed however 
great facilities for trade, with the Indians of Navesink, and they soon 
became familiar with all our shores. 

A map found by Mr. Broadhead in Loket Kas of the States Gen- 
eral, in the Royal Archives at the Hague, annexed to a memorial 
presented on the 18 th of August, 1616, is a most valuable acquisition. 
A fac simile is published by Mr« O'Callaghan in his New Netherlands. 
It is surprising that at so early a date the Dutch should have given 
so extensive and yet so accurate a delineation of the general features 
of the country they claimed. What is more surprising, is, that the 
northern shores of Monmouth should be more accurately described 
than even the western part of Long Island : which appears therein 
as divided into three parts, by transverse straits, and the island Man- 
hates, in the form of a triangle. But we have the Shrewsbury and 
Navmnk rivers, Sandy Hook bay and peninsula, the Raritan river, 

* /uet'a Journal N. Y. Hist. CoL New Seriei, vol. 1, p. 323. 
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and even Mattavan and Waycake creeks with striking resemblance 
to their present appearance. What is still more remarkable, we have 
the name of the Aquamachukes, a tribe, or nation of Indians, inhabit- 
ing the interior of our state; together with hieroglyphics repre- 
senting the lodges, or villages, of the Matavancons and Raritans ; 
the former in the heart of Monmouth, and the latter on the south side 
of the Raritan river. 

«* * « * « « * « 

The repeated, but unavailing, complaints and prayers for aid and 
protection, which our Dutch ancestors were obliged to send over to 
the Fatherland against those troublesome people on their eastern 
borders — styled appropriately by Diedrich Knickerbocker, ** the 
wandering Arabs of America " — were not calculated to induce the 
peaceable Hollanders to leave their quiet homes, to venture voluntarily, 
upon unknown hardships, and brave, not only the opposition of sav- 
ages, but the rapacity of civilized Europeans, in a most undesirable 
scramble for their own rightful possessions. 

While Dutch imibigratiofl made slow progress, English immigra- 
tion, under the oppressive act of uniformity, like the tide, rolled 
rapidly and increasingly oni. <<The Massachu^t Colony,^ says 
Cotton Mather, << was become like an hive overstocked with bees." 
Tbey must swarm, of course ; but whither ? The Dutch possessed 
what the English needed ; and the latter thought it << a sin to leave 
such valuable Umds unctdtivatedf when such fine crops could be raised 
from them." It was not the policy recommended by the West India 
Company, to prohibit the formation of English settlements among 
their people ; provided they would conform to existing regulations, 
and submit to the existing government. To this, however, the Puri- 
tans, considering themselves the straitesrt sect, would not agree. They 
would be under no laws but their own ; and wherever they saw fit, 
they squatted ; intending to make good their titles, ere long; by taking 
the reins of govemOient into their own hands. For such a result 
they were evidently preparing, when in the year 1643, they formed the 
confederation of the << United Colonies of New England " — a league 
offensive and defensive, against both the Dutch and the Indians. 
They <* are said to have met, shortly after, upon a design of extirpating 
the former."* 

The ill-advised and reckless policy of Governor Kieft, in provdcing 

* Eaitman's Mew York. O'CaDitghaQ's New Netbeirland. 
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a bloody war with the IndiaiiSy at this tine, waa in a &tr way^of 
accomplishiDg these deaigns of the English without their agency. 
This diaastroufl war commenced in the year 1640, and continued, 
except during an interval of five months, until 1645. So desolating 
were its effects, on the Dutch population, that, at its close, there were 

. remaining aro«nd New Amsterdam, besides private traders, no more 
than a hoadned men* The plantations on the New Jersey side, suf- 
iered, comparatively, more than an^r others. The savages laid waste 
every cultivated spot from the Navesink to Tappan."" 

Both parties, having become nearly exhausted — though the Indiana 
remained vastly superior in numbers, to the Dutch— overtures of 

, peace from Crovernor Kiefl were accepted by the natives. A grand 
connpil assembled at the request of the former. Six mighty chiefs, 
the representatives of thirteen of the surrounding tribes <* seated 
themaelves, silent and grave in front of Fort Amsterdam, before t)ie 
Director-general and his council and the whole commonality ; and 
there having religiously smoked the great calumet, concluded *in 

. the presence of the sun and of the ocean,' a solemn and durable 
peace with the Dutch ; which both the contracting parties recip* 
rocally bound themselves honorably and firmly to maintain and 

obaarvo,"t 

It has been doubted by some whether our county was at all settled 
by whita people under the Dutch regime. Without expressing a very 
confident opinion upon the subject, I will offer the evidences which 
. have Gome under my own observation, in favor of such settlement* 

Dr» Uo^ in his history of tlie Presbyterian Church, asserts that, 
^ previous to the surrender, the Dutch had settlements near Shrews* 
bury, around Newark, and on the banks of the Raritan, and were 
mixed with other settlers, in various parts of the eastern section of 
the State."t ^ 

Mr. Whitehead informs us of a letter contained in the Albany 

Bepords from, the Heer Werkhoven to Baron Vander Capellen^stating 

, that, the lands about Navesink and Raritan's Kill had been purchaaed 

for him in 1649, and complaining that they had i|ot been fillotted to 

him. There is no proof, adds our respected author, that it was evar 

* Aert HieiiniMen Tsn PMten, &• he wis trading at the 0tar-gBt, ootiide of Sandy 
Hoek, waa ■uipt i wd and Bordered by the ^dianf» who aftarwaidi, al HcImImi, 
lulled ako his wile, ehildren and Benrants, and dee uojred hip catUa, atoch and plaai* 
adon. New Netherbtnd, p. 287. Soot's Model, 376. 

tO*CaUaghan, 356-390. 

t Hodge Con. Hit. Fret. Ch., p. 49. 

21 •' '•• ' 
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done.* '. i^ut tlie letter of Werkhoveh Is proof 6f ft pirrcliase, and of 
an intention to form a settlement, ' * ; 

The same author has giren lis frorti th^ Albany R'eeords, a *« Voyage 
to Mewesing," or Navesink, by Mr. fcH6ge«, Goveit liciokerman, and 
others, in the company*s yacht, in 1663. Here metition is ma^ 
of their arriving **at the Kil which enters between Rensselaer'^ pier 
and the sand point.'*! 'There was then, it seems, a weff known pier 
on our shore, called "Rensselaer's PJer,"* built of tloursJ? by Ae 
Dutch, to accommodafe sloops or other vc^ssels. May there not have 

. been jplanters, or traders settled in the interior, Wh6 bad occasion to 

. make use of this pier t 

Smith, after mentioning the early settlenients at EKzabefli ToWn. 
on the grant of Col. Nicolls, seems to express a doiibt, *• whether 

" Middletown and Shrewsbury had not Dutch and English ihhabitaiits 
before.'^ " About this time, however," he add^, ** Was a greit resbrtof 
industrious, reputable farmers; the Engfish Inhabitantt) from the 
westend of Long Island al moist generally remdVed hither ; and^most 
of them fixed about Middletown, froth whence by degreed they ex« 

'/ tended their setlleiments to Freehold and tHefeabonts. 5*6 Shtewsbtnry 
there came many families from New England.**:^ 

The same author afterward6§ relates the story of Penelope Stotft ; 
which may be relied on as substantially correct, and which affords 
strong evidence of the settlement of Middletown under the Dutch. 

" 1 have compared it with two *other written accounts ; and they k\\ 
ftgree in the main points; especially as tb the diatte of thfe event. 
One is Benedict's History of the Baptists|| ; and the other, a manu- 

''script written by an old gentleman of the Stout family at Hbpeweil, 

„' 'more thrfh twenty years ago. The posterity of' Mt's.'Slbut also still 

* preserve the traditiofi in their memory as' tliey have * dobe for nibre 
than a century. 

' ' I will briefly narrate the circumstances as tirtcen firom tb^'iseveral 

* ivriters, without adliferiig strictly to the la'iiguage Of dither :— While 
NeVToA Was In pt)sseS8ion of the Dutch, 'about "the time of iAe 

* 'Ittditin War in Kfew England, a Dutch ship feottr Amsferdam, Was 
*^ ^stranded' 'on ^andy Hook, but tbe'pa'ssengeni got bh shore. A fotJ^g 
^^nxant who had bee^ sick n^ost o^ ^ho yoy^^ w^b ti^ken sp.iU after 
.'lanidfiigt^^tfaiathe could aot ttai^. Tiie otiieir piMisiifeni «fmi<tof 
-'the Indians, would hot wait fbr Ws riecovefy, hiit pi-onii^ tO'sdnd fer 
him on their arrival at New Amsterdam," to w^ich they hasteiicid. 

♦ East Jersey, p. 21, in note. t £as| Jv^jf^^^Ql^.B^ p^ lTr,.178. - 

t SroitVt New Jerpey, p. «. ^ Ibid, p. 65^. H See ▼d. 1., ^ 57i 
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The wife of the poor invalid, however, could not desert the object of 
her tender love* Though she could not save him from th^ hand of ' 
the ruthless savages, she could suffer death with him. The unhappy 
pair were soon discovered by the Indians, who, with unpitying eye, * 
immediately despatched the man, and as they supposed also the womanl ' 
Having ^ifled thepa of their clothing and everything about thmr 
person!^ worth possessing,, they departed, leaving their bodied oil the ' 
beach. The young woman however revived ; and though shockingly* 
wounded, succeeded in finding a shelter in a hollow tree, ih ^hieh she ' 
remained several days. At length she was discovered by two of the ' 
natives, one of whom would have killed her, but the other, an elderly' 
man, prevented him ; and laying her on bis shoulder the hum^ine' 
Indian carried her to his wigwam near the present site of Middletown' 
village. Some time after, the Dutch heard of a white wom^n being* 
there among the Indianis, and came to her relief, fler kind preserver, 
who by this time had healed her wounds, left it to her choice to go or' 
stay. She went with them to New Amsterdam. Afterwards, having* 
Become acquainted with one Richard Stout, the hero of another title' 
—for there is no romance equal to that of real life— she niarriW' 
him. She was now' iii her twenty-second year, and Stout in hhl 
fortieth. Her first husband's name is not mentioned. The name of 
her father was Van Princis, of Amsterdam. ' ' 

Richard Stout was the 9on of John Stout of Nottinghamshire, 
England, whose paternal mansion the son had l^ft, and gone to s^a,' 
on board a vessel of war, on account pf his father's interference in 
a Jove affair between him and i, young woman benciath his rank. 
Having served about seven years in this capacity, he had received' 
his discharge at New Amsterdam. Here he must have liverf fot some" 
years acquiring ttie language of the people, and accumufatlng a hand- 
some property, but remaining an incori-igible bachelor, until he met 
with the young Dutch widow'; in whom he evidently fbund a con- 
genial spirit, , Herstrangeadventures, harmonizing in many respects 
with his own perhaps, wrought so powerfblly on his sympathies, as; 
in spite of himself, to shake any rash purpose he may have cheHshed 
for half his former years. Besides, they were both adventurers in it 
new world, whither they had come to seek their fortunes ; and so on; 

The. widow, during,ber residence among the Indians, hrid probably 
been no indifferent, c^r disinterested observer of the natural beauties 
p( the country, the wonderful fertility of its soil, and the delightjRil 
temperature 6C ite plimate. The Indians too, though they Imd miiri 
dered her husband, she afterwards had learned, were less wariike ttH 
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orpel than those along the North River and about New Amsterdam ; 
and she had found among them at least one friend, in whom she could 
coniide. Where could there, on the whole, be a more desirable spot 
for a settlement ? 

. I would not affirm that this young wbnian first turned the attention 
of her husband and others to the formation of a settlement at Middle- 
town, and became herself its pioneer : but I must confess that I see 
ppthing ver^ improbable in the supposition. It is affirmed in the 
Stout manuscript, that immediately after her marriage with Stout, 
they setU^ in Middletown, and that ** there were at that time, but 
six white families in the settlement, including their own ; which was 
in tjie year J648." Here they " became rich in property ^nd rich in 
children." They had seven sons and three daughters ; whose names, 
witl^ those of their families, are still preserved. At the time of Mrs. 
Stomas death, which was at the age of 110 years, her ofispring had in 
creased to 502 souls. Whether any monumental stone marks the spot 
where her remains are deposited, t have not yet been able to ascertain ; 
but she hope to her grave, in her frightful scars and fractured scull, 
roefnorials mo»e honorable than many of which brave warriors proudly 
boast — ^qoemorials, not of hatred to any of her species, but of pure 
attachment to the object of her plighted faith. 

Smith, having mentioned her arrival at New Amsterdam, says^- 
^* A while after, marrying to one Stout, they lived together at Middle- 
town among other Dutch inhabitants." These people may have been 
for a time mere squatters. They may have lived here in peace with 
Ibe natives, and by their consent, without a written title to the soil» 
until the time of the surrender ; and then, some of the Dutch may 
have left their habitations and departed, with many others, especially 
firom the weaker settlements, who left the country disgusted with the 
perfidy of the English. Whil^ such as , ^ere intermarried with 
English famines and a few others, perhaps, remained and fdl in soon" 
after wit.h the newly organized English settlement These sugges- 
tions are ofiered with great diffidence, as merely hypothetical ; but 
they may be deemed worthy of consideration, in accounting £>r the 
want of further traces of the settlement on the Records at Albany or 
dbewhere, as intimated by Mr* Whitehead in his preface* 

In corroboration of the above date of Stout's marriage, which waf 

taken probably from the family record, it nay be proper to mention 

that the name of his oldest son ^Jolm Stoutt," appa^rs among the 

JTownahippers of Navesink in 1668** ^ichasd Stoutt one of tha 

* ae« Monvoath lUeordt. 
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patentees, |)iotrtibly, ootiBtttated his 8on, th^n underage, a (owtidhtpper 
with part of a share of land in order to Inake ttp the reqcrired nomber 
of settlers. ' ' .. . j . 

*Iri 1M4; Governor Stiiyvesant, a man of-^at dignity, itttogfity 
and penetration, 'who foy his activity and zeatoua deirotlofl t6 the inle*^ 
rests of his country had, during an administration of seventeen yeitrft/ 
keptihe New Engfanders at bay, and broaght the New N«ftheWan4s to 
a condttio'n, (Comparatively happy and prosperous, ivarcalled suddenly ^ 
to surrender the country to a British fleet. 

,^ .;.♦<■♦, « m » , « m , % m ♦ ^ 
• Itnmtdfartety^ after tb^ mtroB i fcu i^ prtpaniiQm wave aaadeJa iom- 
an English. fl^lamcD^ in oov county o» ^pl^te mi ealeottfr*; |riaii«' 
I» April I6d5, Coi; NtoolK the *^ Governor, ikmiet his royal UlfiuMMiy* 
tbe Duke of lork, ef aU his.terrttotteatii Amencfty^^iastcd a pftteolL 
of tiM wi^ole ^f Momwutb «od a great part of MMdh«ex» <^imM# 
WillMini G^oldiag, Smtrnd Bpie^; Micbari GiWrnb, Jliehard: Stowfct, 
JwBC^Qro^eiv Johh Bomie, JoIni TillM» NatbMiel SyhmliBtf WilUaa^ 
Reape, Walter Clarke, Nicholas Davis, and Obadtalt JioAnes^ piM^: 
ees^ and <keir aasoeia^es, ' tiietr faeirsy sococimih «ad. aaugas^" In 
tkii patent the ooimt'ry ia deaorited in the' wondtf firitowuigt *<AU' 
that tractand part of tlie rnata-laiidr begisaiiig at a.#ei4iUa( pfaMM^ 
oaHed or knbwn by tbewMM of Sandy Poist, mds ao fwming s^omg 
the bay We8t.ifortb«west «M it eoaie to tbe taaaih' <d lUnlaii rAV0«f> 
from tfaencd goings afoBf tha aaU rufer to Uw wm^tammmt patt of % 
certain hiiirsh^land^whi«htdivtdea tba riiwv iotQ tire pai^. ^JiwA 
from tbttt paK to run iw nt^rect soulh-iPtat lM»iiitalto wftpdalw^Uv 
mfHeja ; and IBen Ic tiM nway iatttk-^atf wai bf aautb mA ittUk 
iMolherM^ndceiitf.^ "■ i 

^ Th^ pi^lneipal condition's b#M&rfiiaMt«iare4hat thr pitMitiin ahiuM 
wMlin three years fr6m4tS4iMe,^«NHiiire and flanit tha ^biMaM 
lands and premises, and settle there, one hundred families %k kvmU* 
WHIr the valMity of iMa^^paletotim htw- atpfeeaaiiiji^ OMteni. It 
#iii ft!l^rWarils^iso#Mi*by th^ Lwda P a apriato pi ^ mkifih cyaalediia 
Ritfo cRffibiHty.^ Hut tliey' iMlly^ in 1»7a gaais.ivtrwtioii, Ibftilha 
inhMtat)!^: of' the Nave«iaki,» c<i i wM s wug > iMv friitiftiftmi t* tim 
Lords ' ]py«ipitr<&foi^, slkMMtit>oa ^Mr- fptiiwD tana <iiiav.lclinwbjpa 
•brViBjr^ tttid^ii^pbwled, vadMva^e^^ pviviUgea |Vi4kih*«Um 
fabablfaLntsi^f lafe Piwhict rated thi ywitoiUpd Bataiitciii, .wWJtM 
laid out money in puMlttM^pJluid iwtti <h6 faiiai»i ab^jdj Iwag 

' .' .. ■ - >, • ' . ■ I 
* Letming A Spicer, p. 661, and Mompooth Becotdn. 
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allotted to Ihfi^ each fiOO acm.* Our chief iaqfiiry al (irefeiit . J4^ 
whether the hundred famlUee were ac^ally eettlii^ cm this tract and 
where they took up their abode ? This we have the satisfaction of 
beiQf pmpaved to answer, firom the original msnutes of proceeding* 
institated A^lder the patent, and preserved in our Coaiity Clerk's . 
oflicis. 

«< At a General Assembly of the Patentees and Depntiesi, held at 
Portland Fi»intf the 4th of June, 1668, it was ordered upon full jdebate 
hereof, that no more persons, whatsoever, either purchasers, townsmen, 
or others, shaM henceforth be admitted or taken in, there being in 
number about one hundred and eighteen, as near as canalt present be 
ftend ; or if it he fooad tlnee an? not so MMUiyt yet notwiAhstaodtnet 
no' mere are to be froM hpnoeforth ^Mlmilled as afiwssaid." I hava 
the whei» Hat of one hwdred and eighteen mimes ; nearly all Bagliah. . 
S^vend af these Enf^ishmen had however been residents among the 
IhMeh in N«w Netberland previous to the Mimnder. The patealeea 
ifeve chiefly fmn Long lehnd; hutthegfeMsrpartoflbeporchaeera' 
eame from Rtode idbtad, the liasaachMi^ts and FiyAQnth colmifia 
and4iNAn finrbadoea. ^ * 

Their s^tlemeaAs a«a|n»oeipally^tt tha thros Mska of Iwd oalM 
by the Indiane Itoennk, Nanunsnnk and PoNHaftck* Na^resiiik 
iwAttdtid-the Bighkmda and att tbelowMhtpaC Mtddfetown atrelchiac 
HlMig the -ibore of Raritin Bay. Narumaadk^waa thnt.dixiiMii»Q which 
•OMMieiiatohotwaenJlfaeNairesiak and Sldrewahary rivters,. including 
Shww«bttry,lWhB«i^ «^ Tiieton ;Fa4l% aad extending to Colt'a 
IMk. /^^peok? Icy along tha «ea^ihoi»,^miMra0ingI^ong branch, 
Seal^ and perhapaBalssiinwn*. Thay wmm iaDomdi by th^ tfmm of 
Aalr ipdlM^ 4» mmct tdmm attd^itiUacea, .^pqaviided t^at $}^ assopi^ 
ate themsdves, and that the houses oif their t^na lie p»^ tpp Smt. 
a^mkt imd eaatleiiiigone . tem ^^ ifdher^V H.^^ thMii provision 
liiMbtowniUidt8lipmaburyMKMispimgiliRit^ 1^49W^nP^m^ 
initMv4ia*ae* •■^- 

> Thay >mia fmmUMitomrmk^^ amhifodi^i^om '' m Fieie im^ 
iary«»lbtde&Meii|^Mik;avealMnyt" iV^rmm$*f^ ff^tfiMfi^s »P4 
aMharAv0<orwMiasaoinatt^&r(deptftia«,[def!ted^<)^ pnrt 

or the irind^tuitsf OmMcomMMo. M ai ee paW y m^ . *'M\ ^W^i 
iM ^Mlli^riliy to mOtotmmhjf^cuikuc andpfindcuM IfW*^^ coMti* 
I«dte9 ttoiibgsl iha/ii^aUlfMita/liRr .lAe {byeM^^N^iPPf^. ofd^ly 
ga#efiliag«fi||iM,.aaHla;ibMidw>«lii^8^«n b^ 

Mt^teH»iniMi>;llMipablictl«#B df Ao j awtwmwi n t," 
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Had flie ^ow«i^ MttS'^tftrctti^ tmly besfl piiM^^ 
fttiid MA not the Urds FMpHeto» «o soon laid' thariNi^ kmmi$ wfam 
the potent instrument, put by his royal ht g i miiw/ g g g v »wi»f wrto the 
hand» of the lwelY6 patMit«s«of Nar^inh^ BiMtierisy might ^liave 
contain^ an itnp^t^Am ih i^fperio, wHh wbidi Miekh^ ^ State t»f 
iGrknK^ter'*^ In the<^ate^B diiHdlon would liave bortt»«'Viiy:iili^t 
' ^ottfparisM. W« shoiild have had not only our legnlatute nf Hms- 
'%itok ; l>at it wouk) have eonsierted of an uppet and a lower hWHe. 
The Patentees mnd Oepofiea woold have heen our L^de aiid 
Commons* All oat out^posts too would hmviB beett studded with 
ibrtillicaticihsj brtstUng^ with the nighty weapone lof dkfSmem* Bfet 
^en the eomflnonwealth of Rhode Island wdidd have eceeeded oa in 
n(agifitude and {mpeirta^ee. We should ^alterwardftha^datasedi. as 
ifciinity into the greiit ^^oiCredetttcy, and would this day Iwvia 'beta 
eiq^ally fk>tei]tt in the-S^niite of the tlnUed Stated wilfaUM ta^fiifty 
republic of TV^s. 

Under "Me pale*treourts w»« ' inaMiit^ as eaityas 16t7,>Mid 
hM thehnscMbns first at PiMtlindMhit, and ctfterwaadaaka^iiaMy 
mt Shrewsbury ^abd Hi fddlelewii. All< vauats iMd>ael»n»atf'/ daUt-aad 
ttespatoi^ to the vfthie of ^n pouiids, were hen itn he^4ti«d wilhpit 
appeal; biitth^ heaHfi|g of an«fiiiah4l>Mialtei» wwtobetiMikt^ 
the assises at New iT^rtt. i : :; .. 

In'166ethere«ppetira «o hat^e^beeiv Miie Jittb ijittBoilyTalilhe 
oi^iilzitrbn <of the ^Oe^i^l Aa^mkl^ of the iPrvMinoe, f calanlalad to 
Hest fhe l^dependeAt^piHt Md the^poweraof thaMaanbiallen^ . ''flSie 
®^pQlies for' ftfiddftfettwn And Shi%Wih#t}v Jem^hair BsJaws^Bdwrd 
Tart, Thomas Wilflcfrt^j and JoliBJMaag^iii»wia|i ilur»ai3tter>aahaHa>0 
the paths of allegianoff aaid fidelity^ but D^tb^provii^oqSf.and nof sub- 
mitting to the laws and government, were di8aiiMied.''t /Thftiwiiqrity 
of the inhabitants of these towns had also refused to pay their pro- 
portion of thirty pounds, five pounds for eaeh town in the Province, 
levied at the previous session for the public expenses : they had like- 
wise refused to submit to the laws of the Province : whereupon an 
act was passed appointing two men to go and demand the above rate, 
with an additional fdfiy abillings from each to wn». being their propor- 
tion of a new levy of twelve pounds on the whole of New Je^rsey ; 
and to take it by distress if they refused ; also to demand the positive 
resolution of the major part of the inhabitants, whether or no they 
would submit to the laws and government under the Lords Propria* 
* AeodaiieeBees of Old GlMoefter, p. 9i. 
t Lmub^ a 8pieer, p. 85. 
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' <iw MMttbfy broke up in dtSfiiMaioo imiMi4i«(tely;afteri <« 9^ aevfii 
yean «1»Pm4 «re «M4lMr met.'' 1 

At the next 0eMRiQii» in l^t&^ (h% fnof'mt^ wm diyided Jut?) four 
eouBtfefl^ obe el" whiefc coMWted ^ " Acl^j^ towwspf Nj^WHAk.'t 
Bol 90^ tbe aMen^ly ht4 nol <ietermUie4 Abe oynne^ of tfars county » ^he 
oQutt ftppter to b«Y^ feuiul no Utile diffiooHy in fixivg thet io^fiortiait 
■Mitlen The aiborigiiial netne, winch w«e et llret j^dopted eeepie to 
iMva bote yUsttUed to thje epirit of tbe ege. A pla^o wHhout an 
Ett^MiiHmw wes tbw eonaidered no piece at aU« Uenoe^be.naaie 
of NavMinit could no longer be endued* They eoiild ^leither wrUe 
nor pfonoon^ it oorffee%* It etnok in their throats* The cl^k of 
the cooft flpdt it every way bnt the right 09e- At one time it was 
N0w««nk)*^ lotheM Newiandea and Nei«Bepi« This t^ey fpupd 
wwU m^ do,, and^ao at laet tbey geve it Hsp. Tti^n they tried ttie 
name of Middletown. But this did not please Shjce^bury. Th^y 
) tnited the namea^ of both into o«e ; but this a^^peared ao^awJcward 

that finally in despair, they dfl^ their sessipop at -^ ^. » A(^t 

texibg their tngenotty in vaito for. . as«ea y0irs» lo ^^ih Ihis grpiye 

t fiiestiol^ the general asaembly Of East Jei^y under the. t^enty^fppr 

. pvopriata% »e hngtli relieved thetti of their perplexity: by |>Qi^nu9g 

the duty to which all parente should thewejves at^epd {irotnptly. 

Ne«%r attoqid fct be left for children to na»e thepxaelfes. At their 

fitet aesdion inlMH, tbey divided East Jer9^ iistO:Mr counties 

aefining tha.tewsdariesof eaob,and to the great ji^ ^pd mutual 

' latiaflirtrm^ tkie panties >QeMmind'^ye to oar county the genu^e 

' ffwgHsh, anif avcrnMMwaUe niimeof Maiwwto* 

* ♦ tecmtng A Splcer, p. 89,9tf. £itet Jenej, p< SO, 5^ 
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DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED MAY 7th, 1846. 

Froin Hon, Jacob Burnet of Cincinnatu The Transactions of the? 

HiBtorical and Philosophical Society of Ohio. Vol. L 
J. Q. Adams's Oratidii before the Cincinnati Astronomical Society, 

Nov. lOtb. 1843. 
Two Annual Addresses before the Society in 1844 and 1845, by Jacobr 

Burnet and E. D. Mansfield. 
From Hon, Phil, Dickinson of Patersdn, Copy of a letter from* 

Robert Troup to Col. Hugh Hughes, Fishkill, New York ; dated 

ftaritan, Somerset Co., Jan. 16tb, 1781. 
From John Jay, Esq,, of New York. History of the American 

Revolution, by William Gordon, D D. 3 vols., 8 vo. 
Sketches of the History of New Hampshire, by John M. Whiton. 
From the Author, History of Long Island, by the Rev. N. S. Prime. 
From the New York Historical Society, The Oregon Question, by 

Albert Gallatin. 
Proceedings of the Society for the years 1845 and 1843. 
From John Jordan, Jr., Esq,, of Phila, Hazard's Register of Penn- 
sylvania. 16 vols. 
From David A, Hayes. Tabular Statethent of the number of acres of 

land in each county and of the amount of taxes assessed in Virginict 

in 1845. 
Frx)m the Pennsylvania Historical Society. Proceedings of the 

Society for the year 1845 and January and February, 1846. 
From Abraham Clark, M, D., of Kinderhook. Reports by the Royal 

Society of Northern Antiquaries at Copenhagen to its British and 

American Members. 
Original Deed from Samuel Clark to Thomas Clark for land in Eliza- 

bethtown, Dec. 23d, lt02. 
From the Author. History of Ferdinand and Isabella, (10th edition,) 

by VVillijim H. Pi*escott. 
From George Hampton of Pefth Amboy. Autographs of Brig. Genl. 

Mercer; Dep. Qr. Master Genl. James Caldwell, and Commissary 

Benjamin Flower of the Revolutionary Army. 
From the State Department, Washington. Three boxes Public Doca- 

ments, <Sz;c. 

22 
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From George FcHsomf Esq., of New York, Notes on the Iroquoti 

Indiji IS, by Henry 11. Schoolcraft. 
From the Maryland Historical Society, Newspaper Report of the 
Proceedings oi* the Society . at the Annual Meeting, Feb. 5th, 

1846. 
Historical Sketch of the Early Christian Missions among the Indians 

of Maryland, by B. U. Campbell. 
From the Mussachusells Historical Society, Collections of the Society. 

Vols. VIII and IX. 3d series. 
From the Autlior. The Literature of American Local History, by 

Hermann E. Ludwig. 
From the Author. Life of General Zebuldn Pike, by Lt. Col. Henry 

Whiting, U. S. A. (Sparks' Amer. Biog. Vol. V.) 
Revolutionary Orders uf General Washington. Edited by Lt. Col. 

Whiting. 
From Lieut. Wm, B. Beverley, U. S. A. The Trve Travels Adven. 

tvres and Observations of Captaine John Smith in Europe, Asia, 

Africke and America with the General! Historie of Virginia, New 

En;;land and the Summer Isles. Reprint-^3 vols., 8vo. 
From Thomas Gordon of Trenton, Original Letter from William 

J)ockwra, the Proprietors* Register in England to Governor Andrew 

Hamilton, of East Jersey, dated April 1st, 1693. 
From R. S. Field of Princeton, Original Deed for lot in Burlington, 

dated September 23d, 1680. 
From Charles Frazer of Trenton. Copy of a Letter from Governor 

Franklin to the Council and Assembly, dated June 23d, 1776, 

relating to his arrest and examination. 
Original Parchment De^d for lands in S^eai Jersey, dated April 6th, 

1636. 
From Col, Roht, G, Johnson, Copy of a Triparte Deed between 

William Fenwick and his son Edward ; Frances Nevill; and John 

Heron and Edward Burdett, respecting the Manor of Stauntonj 

Northumberland, the ancestral seat of John Fenwick of West Jersey. 
** A brief account of the Swedish Mission frem its commencenoent and 

cessation in kacoon and Penns Neck, by Rev. Doctor Nicholas 

Collin" — copied from their Church Record. 
Copy pf a Journal of Abel Thomas, a prea<rher of the Society of 

Friends, while travelling in the Southern States in 1781. 
From Charles Sif greaves, M. D.^of Warren Co. A piece of Sand- 
wich Inland Calico, manufactured from Bark — a Geological speci. 

men — ^and an Indian arrow head from the (ovjkn of the Delaware* 
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From Mrs. StUwell of Freehold, *^ God's sovereignty no objection to 

the sinner's striving :" — a sermon by Wm. Tennent, Jr., 1765. 
Through Rev. R. K, Rodgers. Four old New Jersey Papers and one 

Freeman's Journal of Philadelphia. 
From Dr. Jacob Van Doren^Long Branch. Proceedings of the Leg- 
islative Council of New Jersey, 1798-9. 
Two New Brunswick Gazettes, 1790. 
Original Passport from the Km^ of France, 1702. 
From James N. Lawrence of Imtaystoton. History of New Jersey, by 

Saml. Smith. 
<* Liberty and Property without Oppression" — referring to the riots 

in Monmouth Co., 1679. 
Examination of Aaron Burr's Conspiracy, 
Sermon before the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, Feb. 1771, 

with some account of the Society's Missions in the Colonies. 
The Dying Words and Confession of William Stuart who was executed 

for Burglary and Murder in Burlington, July 4th, 1772. 
Six miscellaneous interesting Pamphlets. 
From Mr, Strong of Middletown Point, A sermon by Rev. George 

Whitefield preached in Philadelphia, 1746. 
Minutes of New Jersey Assembly at Burlington, Oct. 16fh, 1742, with 

notes thereon. ^ 

Petitions and Memorials of the Eastern and Western Proprietors to 

the Legislature, 1775. 
Votes and Proceedings of the Committee of Safety of New Jersey, 

January and March, 1776. 
From Littleton White of Shrewsbury, Original Patent from Sir 

George Carteret for land in Shrewsbury, 1679. 
An Original Paper referring to the History of Shrewsbury. 
Original Papers giving accounts of rencounters between 5 Tories and 

12 American troops in 1779 and between 25 Refugees and a body 

of Citizens. 
Acts of General Assembly of New Jersey, 17 10,— May, 1730, Aprif, 

1762, May, 1763. 
Ordens of the Provincial Congress and Convention relative to the 

Militia, June 14th, and August 11th, 1776. 
Extracts from the Minutes of the Council of New Jersey, February, 

1750. 
Two New York Weekly Journals, 1734 and 1744. 
Original Letter from Phil. Kearny of Amboy, dated March 3d, 1736'7. 
Marrmge Ltceo^eafor vanoos Parties, 1761 to IT09» 
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Original Manuscript Proceedings of Committee of Safety of Shrews- 
bury, 1775, 1776, 

Assessor's List for the Poor Rate in Shrewsbury, 1764. 

From Wm* H. Crawford of Middhtovm. The Declaration of Mat- 
thew and James Gibson — addressed tp the Gov. of Pennsylvania— 
in relation to the killing of some Conestoga Indians, 1764. 

The Gentleman's Magazine, 1744. 

From Abra'm Prohc^coqf Upper Freehold. Acts of Greneral Assem- 
bly of New Jersey, 1754, 1757, 

From, George F. Fort, M. />*, of New Egypt An Original Paper on 
the death and capture of a notorious refugee, John Bacon, 

From Jonathan Forman of Monmouth. The Plea of the Colonies 
against the charges of Lord Mansfield and others by a native of 
Pennsylvania. 

Oration on the death of Washington, delivered at Trenton, by Rqv. 
S^ml. S» Smith, President of College of New Jersey, 



MEMBERS ELECTED 

MAY 7th, 1846. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 

Peter C. Adams, Newark. Garret B. Adrain, N. Brunswick, 

James Albro, Eltzabethtown. 

Isaac Baldwin, Newark. Horace E. Baldwin, Newark, 

Wickliffe E. Baldwin, iVcioar*. Francis J. Brognard, Mays landing. 

Abraham Brown, Mt. Holly, John Wardell Brown, Chesterjield, 

Bowes Reed Brown, Recklesstown* Abraham Browning, Camden. 

Thomas Cadwalader, Trenton. Thomas P. Carpenter, Woodbury^ 

Samuel Cassedy. Jersey City, Alex. G. Cattell, Salem. 

Peter J. Clark, Flemington, John Colt. Paterson. 

. WiHiam Cook, PnnceUm, John Cofyell, Lambertvitle, 

Stephen D. Day, Orange. Elieazer Monroe Dodd, Orange^ 

Pbilemoii Dickinson, Trenton' 

iMcim Q. C Elmer, Bridgeim. James B. Elmendorf, m.d., MiOsUm^ 

* Wm. B. Ewing, m.d., Greenmch, James Ewing, TtenXon, 

B^och Fithian, m.d., Oreembich. George F. Fott, m.d.. New EgfpL 

Samuel R. Gummere, Trentcn^ 
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Oliver S. Hakted, Jr., Newark, Jabez W. Hayes, Neuxtrk. 

Edward T. Hillyer, Newark. Thos. Douglass Hoxie, Paterton, 

'B.ev* Chas. K. Imbrie, Rahway. 

John B. Jobnes, m.d., Moorestoum. 

John Kean, EltzabeUitown. Rev. Jacob Kirkpatrick, AmtoeU. 

Thomas T. Kinney, Ntxuark. Rev. Shep. K. Koiiock, Burlington, 

Isaac W. Lanning, Trenton. John Lillie, m.d., Lambertville. 

J. Dickinson Miller, Jersey City. Franklin S. Mills. Trenton. 

Edmund Morris, Burlington. Wm. J^. McDonald, Newark* 

"Whitfield Nichols, m.d., Newark. 

Stacy A. Paxton, Trenton. Jabez P. Pennington, Newark. 

Joseph C. Potts, Trenton. 

Isaac N. Rankin, Newark. ' Wm. A. Righter, Newark. 

Gideon Rosh, Westjield. David B. Ryali, Freehold. 

Thomas J. Saunders, m.d., "Woodbury, Rev. Samuel Starr, Trenton. 

William Stevens, Newark. Thomas Sinnickson, Salem. 

Wm. F. Sherman, Trenton. Robert D. Spencer, Ml. HoUv. 

Rev. Garret C. Schenek, Pompton, Cora. Chas. Stewart, U. S. N^, Bordentown, 

William Snowden, Trcn/^Mi. Lorenzo A. Sykes, JVcuwrA. 

George Sykes, New Hanover. George W. Smyihe, Belvidere, 
Rev. Peter O. Studdiford, d.d., LambertvtUe. 

Rev. J. Elliott Thompson, Paterson. Richard P. Thompson, Saletn. 

Nathan Thorp, Rahway. Joseph N. Tuttle, Newark. 

Rev. Court'd Van Rensselaer, Burhngton. Peter Vredenberg, Jr., Freehold, 

James W. Wall, Trenton. Jolin H. Wakefield, LambertmUe, 

William Wilson, LambertmUe, James Wood, Morristown. 

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

Hon. Joseph H. Crane, Dayton, Ohio. Col. Ichabod Crane, U. S. A, 

Hon. Richard S. Coxe, Washington City, David K. Este, Cincinnati. 

Rev. Ashbel Green, d.d., Philadelphia. Joshua B. Howell, Uniontown, Pa. 

Rev. Edward Y. Higbee, d.d., iVcto York, Rev. George Pienon, Florida , Orange Cq,, 

Harvey lindsley, Washington City. New York. 

Hon. James D. Westcott, Taltakassee, Fa, 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Edward Armstrong, Eso., Phiiaddphia. Hon. George Bancroft. Boston 

Hon. Isaac Blackford, Terre Haute, Ind, Prof. Edward D. Mansfield, CincinnaH, 
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SaibH, iSf^f. Srf, 18f4tf, 
ThiI New Jersey IIistorical ^cibty met in the Court House at 
this place to-day at 12 o'clock. lo the absence of the President, who 
was detained in Newark by his official duties, the chair was taken by 
the 1st Vice President, CoL Robert O. Johnson 'f the Hon. Cuaiils9 
C. Stratton, Governor of the State^ occupying a seat at his side. 

The Corresponding Secretary made a report of the Correspondence 
of the Society since the previous meeting. Communications had been 
exchanged with the Historical Societies of Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island) Connecticut) New York) and Pennsylvania ; and letters were 
laid before the meeting from Hon. Georoe BANCROFf, Hon. Wm. P. 
Pheble, (of Maine), Rev. A^hbel Gbebn, D.D., and Edward Arm- 
STRONQ, Eisq^ of Philadelphia, D. K. Estjb, Esq., of Cincinnati, Rev. 
S. K« KoLLOCK) Rev. C. K. Imbrie and others in acknowledgment 
of their election as Honorary, Corresponding, or Resident Members. 
A communication fromCiiIvin Dodd, IJ^sq., Chairman of the Board of 
Chosen Freeholders for Essex county, tendering to the Society the use 
of a room, &c., in the Court House at Newark, was read, and, on 
motion of. Rev, D. V. McLean, was laid on the table to be acted on 
at the January meeting, when the location of the Library, d^c, will 
be determined on. A letter from Mr. S. Alofsen, of Jersey City^ was 
read, correcting some errors, generally current, respecting the ances* 
tors of Col, Peter Schuyler, and the origin of the name of Bergeny 
applied to the first settlement in East Jersey. 

The Secretary stated that he had also received a note from the 
present possessor of the titles, &c. of the Carteret family in England, 
informing him that no papers or documents in any way relating to 
the connection of Sir George Carteret or his brother Philip with East 
Jersey, were known to be now in the possession of any branch of the 
fiunily. 
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Among other donations announced were the original MS. minates 
of the Committee of Safety for the town of Shrewsbury, from May 
27th, 1775, to March 6th, 1776, and other papers of the time, received 
from Mr. Littleton White. The Secretary stated that they were of 
more than ordinary interest, inasmuch as it had been somewhat doubt- 
ful whether Shrewsbury had ever joined with the other towns of Mon- 
mouth county in the patriotic measures which characterized that period 
, of the Revolution : a doubt which was satisfactorily removed by these 
papers. 

The afternoon session convened at 4 o'clock, when Mb. Wm. B, 
Kinney, from the Committee on Publication, reported that since the 
last meeting, the first number of the Quarterly Periodical of the Society 
had been published, and that the second was now in press. The 
Committee stated in their report that <<as it was intended that this 
publication should not be.come a burthen to the Treasury, they hope 
that the members generally will use their exertions to enlarge the 
subscription list : at present there are not a sufficient number of sub- 
scribers to warrant its continuance. The subscription being one 
dollar per annum, and it being the intention of the Committee to 
increase the quantity of matter, with the increase of patronage, there 
would be no impediment in the way of its general distribution on the 
score of price." After the report was read, Hon. L. Q. C. Elheb 
made some remarks approbatory of the publication. 

Mr. Whitehgad, from the Committee on Statistics, presented a 
paper prepared for the Committee by Col. Johnson, exhibiting the 
annual exports of Salem co., giving ample evidence of the fertility of 
its soil^ and the industry of the people. 

it would be an essential service to the State would similar statistics 
be obtained from every county. 

Mr. KiNKBV^, from the Committee on Purchases, reported substan* 
tially that the committee had procured information, since the last 
meeting, of two perfect files of the two oldest papers of the State, which 
it was probable would be obtained for the library — ^But nothing had as 
yet been secured under the authority given the committee. 

In consequence of the absence of the Chairmen, no reports were 
received from the Committee on the Society's Seal— on the monu- 
mental inscriptions in Newark — and on the circumstances connected 
with (he death of Rev. James Caldwell. 

Mr. WniTEnEAD presented the inscriptions on the monuments in 
Ihe old burying grounds in Perth Amboy, and the Socieljr W8« hiftivi*^ 
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ed that similar registers were in preparation by gentlemen in a number 
of the older towns of the State. 

Rev. Dr. Ogilby, in behalf pf the Committee on Nominations, 
reported favorably on a number of names presented at the last meeting, 
when the gentlemen thus nominated were generally elected, and new 
tiominations were made to be acted on at the next meeting. 

Mr. John P. Jackson presented the following preamble and resolu- 
tions : 
This Society having heard with gratification that the citizens of 

Monmouth County in this State have organized an Association for 

the erection of a Monument on the battle ground of Monmouth, to 

mark the scene and perpetuate the prominent incidents of the 

memorable battle of the American Resolution fought near Freehold 

in that County, 

Be it Resolvedf That this Society feel a lively interest, in all efibrts 
to preserve by appropriate mementos the remembrance of the events^ 
in our State, which are Signalized for their patriotism and valor, and 
do cordially recommend to their fellow-citizens of Monmouth county 
the prosecution of their patri6tic design of erecting on the batlle-field 
of Monmouth a suitable monument to commemorate that brilliant dis- 
play of American heroism, and trust that the zeal and energy already 
manifested will be continued, and its speedy completion secured. 

Resolved, That this Society respectfully recommend to the Legisla- 
ture of this State, to all civil and ecclesiastical societies, and to all 
associations and professions of men, the securing of the portraits of 
distinguished Jerseymen, who, whether in church or state, in the 
private walks of life or in distinguished public stations, liave by their 
wisdom and their virtues, interwOven their names with their country's 
history, and adorned by their useful and honorable lives the annals of 
New Jersey, to be preserved in such places as should be deemed most 
suitable ;-^to the end that posterity may thus ei^oy the most vivid and 
impressive memorials of their illustrious progenitors, and be animate^ 
to the imitation of their excellence. 

Dr. Maurice Bbaslby presented the Society with a copy of the 
Diary of Mr. Jacob Spicer, kept for many years previous to the Revo- 
lution,^ abounding with entries illustrative of the manners and customs 
of his time. 

Col. Johnson presented for the inspection of the Society, the original 
commission to Fenwick, as Major of Cavalry, to attend with his troop 
at Carlisle ; bearing the sign manual of Oliver Cromwell : — an old 
aad lAteresting document in good preservation. 
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The Society^then took a recess until evening when a paper was read 
before a large audience by Wu. B. Kinnbt, Esq., of Newark, << On 
the establishment and progress of the Press and Periodical Literature 
in New Jersey." 

On motion of Mr. Jackson, 

Resolvedy That the thanks of the Society be communicated to the 
author of the elegant, impressive and valuable paper, which has just 
been read, and that a copy be requested to be placed in the archives of 
the Society.* 

On motion of Mr. McLban, 

Resolvedj That the Society entertaining a grateful sense of the hos- 
pitalities received from the citizens of Salem, respectfully return their 
thanks therefor. 

The meeting then adjourned to meet at Elizabethtown on the first 
Thursday in November, 1846. 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

Laid before the Society^ Se]^. M, 1846. 

FROM REV. ASHBEL GREEN, D.D. 

Philadelphia, May Idth^ 1846. 
Dear Sir, 

Yesterday I received information that I had been elected a 
member of" The Historical Society of New Jersey." I enclose ten 
dollars for your Association ; which is probably the only contribution 
I shall ever make. If I live a few weeks longer, I shall enter my 85th 
year. A merciful God has been pleased to spare my eye-sight ; so 
that I have read more pages within the last seven years, than in any 
similar period of my life. But I am very feeble, and my lower ex* 

* Mr. KiniMy's Paper v reserved fQr pablkation hereafter. 
23 
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tremities are so weak, that I cannot walk any distance, without an 
arm to hold me up. But «* all the days of my appointed time will I wait* 
till my change come." Make my best respects acceptable to your 
fellow; members. 

Affectionately adieu, 

ASHBEL GREEN. 
Rev. Dr. Nicholas Muhray. 



FROM MR. S. ALOFSEri. 

Jersey Citt, August 81^, 1846. 
Dear Sir, 

The discourse of Mr. King before the Society contains a 
few statements in regard to the date of the arrival, in this country, of 
the families of the Van Rensselaers and the Schuylers, etc. etc.— 
which are not correct, although made, 1 presume, on no less authority 
than Judge Benson, Chancellor Kent, and other distinguished names. 

I have taken the liberty to correct these slight mistakes by a note 
which you will find annexed to the copy I herewith enclose, with the 
request that the same may be placed in the library of the Society, 

[Which corrections are as follows : 

On page 34— The conjecture — that there were some Norwegians 
among the colonists of Bergen^ from whom the place derived its name 
is supported by neither tradition nor authority. It is more probable 
that the settlement was named after the village of Bergen in the 
environs of Alkmaar — a city in the Province of Holland. In my 
opinion, however, the place derived its name from the features of the 
country ; — the hills being, at least in the eyes of a Hollander, suffi- 
ciently high to be called " Mountains" — {Bergen,) 

On page 54 is the reference to the Schuyler family. From MSS. 
in possession of the Schuyler family, at West Troy, Rhinebeck, New 
York, and Belleville, N. J., and from the archives of the Colony of 
Rensselaerwyck (lodged ip, part with Dr. Callaghan at Albany) and 
those of the Dutch Chui-ph at Albany, which I have examined, I 
have deduced the following, facts : 

. Philip Pieterse, (or son of Pieter) Schuyler of Amsterdam, arrived 
in New Netherlands about 1649-50 ; not 16i32 as stated by Mr. King 
(and also by myself in a letter printed on page 71,: inwfaich another 
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trtot is tomi&ftted in ma&iog General Philip Schuyler the grandson of 
<« Peter," instead of John Schuyler.) He married Dec. 12th, 1650, at 
Fort Orange, Margritta, daughter of Arentse Van Sleechtenhorst of 
Niewkerck, Director of the Colony of Rensselaer wyck. He died 9th 
May, 1683, 0. S., and in his last will was styled Captain and old Com- 
missioner of Justice in Albany. His eight surviving children were : — 

1. Geertrui, who married Stephanus Van Cortland of New York and 
lefl descendants. 

2. Alyda, who married, first, Nicholas Van Rensselaer,. Clergyman 
of Albany, and second, Robert Livingston of Albany, by whom she 
had issue, 

3. Pieier, whose descerfdants reside at West Troy, N. Y. 

4. Brant, who settled in the city of New York and left descendants. 

5. Arent, born 25th June, 1662, settled in New Jersey ear|y in the 
18th century and left descendants. He resided at Pompton in 1706 ; 
subsequently, about 1710, he removed to New Barbadoes, now Belle- 
ville, and a few years after he opened the copper mines which were 
en his estale. Colonel Peter Schuyler was the second son of his 
second marriage. 

6. Philipf left no descendants. 

7. Johannes, left descendants and was the grandfather of General 
Philip Schuyler of the Revolution. 

8. MargriUa, married John Collins of Albany and left descendants.] 
With great regard, I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your obH serv't, 

S. ALOFSEN. 
W. A. Whitehead, Esq.> Cor. Sec. N. J. Hist, Soc, Newark. 



EXPORTS OF SALEM COUNTY, 
Xkmmunkated by Colonel Robert Q. Jokruon. 

Salem, Jane 20th, 1846. 
Dbab Sir, 

I send to you for the information of the Historical Society 
of New Jersey, the Statistics of the estimated annual exportation of the 
surplus articles produced by the labor and care of the people of the 
CM&tj of Salem. 
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t will here remark that the Coonty of Salem oonti^s about SOd 
square miles, and the population by the last census was ascertained to 
be 16,024, 

6RAIK* 
68,919 bush, at 90 ets. •0$,037 10 



Wheat, 

Com, 

Oats, 

Buckwheat, 

Rye, 



886,254 

174,674 

6,000 

3,822 



« 50 
« 31 

^ 60 
« 60 



198,127 00 

54,117 94 

8,060 00 

1,892 00 



MEAT FROM LIVE STOCK* 
Fat Cattle, 880 head, ayerage weight per 

head 575 lbs. at 95 per hund. • #25,800 

Pork in the Hog, 600,000 lbs. at $5, * 80,000 
Calves, 4,450 head at $4,50 per head, - 20,025 
Sheep, 4,000 head at $2,00 <« ** • 8,000 



#818,724 00 



Hay, Straw, Brooms, Huaks, 

GRASS SEEDS. 
500 bushels at #5 00 
600 « " 2 60 
30,000 « w 45 



Clover, 

Timothy, 

Herd, 



#2,500 

1,500 

18,500 



FRUITS. 
Apples, Plums, Peaches,— ^,000 bushels taken from 
Salem wharves, ..-..• 

TRUCK, 
In which the people estimate garden and 6eld vegeta* 
bles ; also they have included in their sales fruits of 
different kinds. This was from the principal truck 
growers from the townships adjoining the river, 

FOREST. 
450,000 feet at #20 



Ship Plank, 
Sawed Scantling, 
Cord Wood, 
Staves, 
Hoop Poles, 
Bark, (ground) - 
BfarketBasket^i 



815,000 ^* »• 
12,100 corcb at 
35,000 at 

290,000 at 

260 tons at 
16,000 at 



15 

20 
35 
22 
31 



#90,000 

86,750 

42,850 

700 

7,250 

5,720 

4,960 



88,825 00 
28»400 00 



17,600 00 



17,500 00 



50,475 00 



187,780 00 



Carried forwattf, Wimjm^ tO 
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Amount brought forward, 9608,654 00 




VESSEL&^SMpt. 


Stephen Baldwin] 


» 650 tons* 


Shenango, 


600 « 


BurlingtoDi 


600 <« 


Watagee, 


450 « 




Bdrquer. 


Sarah Hand, 


S50 tons. 


♦Pons, 


250 " 




2900 tons at 935 pet ton, 0101)600 




STEAMERS. 


John McKeim, 


300 tons. 


Erickson, 


100 " 


Empress, 


140 « 


Cumberland, 


100 « 




640 tons at |35 per ton, 9^400 




SCHOONERS. 


Monmouth, 


140 tons. 


Emma Louisa, 


120 « 


Forrest, 


100 « 


3 at Fennsgroye, 


200 « 


Barge, 


140 ** 


Sloop Aini» 


eo ** 


Do. 


80 ** 



790toiMiatidOper(ea, $88,700 
tCttial Boats, 700 " at fl6 per t<Hi» ,10,600 



Totals « . 158^10^ 

TIfese Tessds were buii^ within the hflt sixyonrt^ (as I 
have understood,) and as it takes much time in pre- 
paring the materials^ tiie labor of building tiiem must 
Necessarily rendeir a letigth of time unavoidable, so as 
to t\m into difierent years. The whole amount of 
th^ market Talue as above being divided by 6^ the. 
tiumher of year% makes the anmial surphis # 



?6|3$0 00 



Carried forward, ^IfUfiOi W 
* Pont WM the Slaver* 
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Amount brought forward* f 752,400 00 
(tir There are now on the stocks building 4 schooners, 
2 sloops, 5 large canal boats, (largest size,) 1 lime 
boat of 60 tons. 

FURS AND WOOL. 
Purs— -principally sent to New York, - $7,500 
Wool, 



Leather, 

Soap and Candles, 

Castings, 

Scrap Iron, 

Feathers and Rags, 

Cider and Vinegar and Bricks, 



LEATHER, SOAP AND CANDLES. 

•13,000 
4,460 



Carriages, « . • 

Grain Threshing Machines, • 
Oil of Sassafras, 
Sumac, 50 tons, at #35 per ton, 



5,500 



•5,000 

1,000 

1,000 

640 

«3,000 

023 

1,000 

1,750 



18,000 00 



17,460 00 



7,640 00 



6,678 00 

$769,777 00 
With considerable labor and expense I have obtained the foregoing. 
I regret that I could not get the Truck and Fruit Growers to dis- 
criminate the produce of the different articles by them raised, but 
I am inclined to think that the estimates are fair and reasonable. I 
regret that I could not in any way ascertain the Value of the different 
kinds of Poultry exported^ From what I have seen on board the 
steamboats from our town and have heard from the two upper town- 
ships which send a great proportion by wagons to Camden, I am 
inclined to beliere that we might safely set down our exportation at 
#20,000. 

Tours, very respectfully, 

ROBT. G. JOHNSON. 
P. S.— -Would it not afford much valuable information to our Societ;^ 
and the agricultural interest in particular were gentlemen to undertake 
to collect statistics similar to the foregoing in every county of the 
State! 
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CIUMINAL STATISriCS OJ* ESSEX COUNTY. 

I. — ^Table of the nuhbeb op Coumithbnts to the Jail of the Countf 
of Essex from 1838 to 1845 inclusive, with the offeneu charged 
alphabetically arranged-^submitted by the Committee on Statistics : 



OFFENCES. 


183^ 


1839 


1840 


1841 


1842 


1843 

• 


1844 


1845 


'VutM 

in 8 

years. 


Adultery, .... 
Aiding an Escape, - 
Arson, - • . . 
Assault, - . . - 
Bigamy, .... 
Burglary, - - • • 
Contempt of Court, • 
Counterfeiting, ... 
Counterfeit Money, (passing) 
Disturbing Worship, 
Drunkenness, .... 
False Pretenses, (obtaining property) 
Forgery, .... 
(naming, .... 
Horse Stealing, 

Infanticide, .... 
Insane, .... 
Illegal Voting, 
Keeping Disorderly House, 
Keeping House of Ill-fame, - 
lArceny, .... 
Lewdness, * - - . 
Malicious Mischief, 
Murder and Causing Death, 
Perjury, » . - . . 
Parentage of Bastards, 
Pickpockets, • . - . 
Poisoning, .... 
Profanity, . - • ^ 
Rape And attempt to commit, &c., • 
Rioting and disturbing the Peace, • 
Robbe?y, - r . • . 
Runaway <b disorderly Apprentices, 
Selling Liquor, . « « 
Slander, .... 
Threats agamst Life or Property, - 
Vagrancy, . • 
Witnesses, .... 
Other CNfences, 

Total each year. 


1 
42 

4 
1 
2 
5 
2 
137 
1 

1 

1 

54 

8 

"T 

1 

2 
1 
36 
2 
3 
2 

5 
4 
3 

326 


1 

2 
57 

1 
9 

15 

1 

102 

1 

2 

"i 

2 

45 

ft 

"l 
2 

1 

1 
32 

"7 

1 

5 
2 
2 


56 
"6 

1 

3 

54 

1 

10 

1 

"2 

1 
2 
31 

7 
2 

1 

22 

3 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

46 

1 
1 
4 

51 
1 

1 
1 

"4 

1 
1 

1 

32 

4 

1 
3 

5 


1 

42 

2 

4 

"e 

2 
40 

1 
1 

4 

1 

54 

"1 

1 
2 

1 
30 

"3 

"e 

"1 

1 


"3 

44 

1 

12 

4 
60 

"2 

"4 

1 

41 

4 
2 

1 
83 

1 

1 
1 

e 
"a 


63 

1 

1 

1 

88 

5 

2 

1 
2 

4 

1 
4 

53 

1 
5 
1 

1 

1 
32 

1 

"1 
9 

1 


2 

1 
2 
89 
1 
4 

"1 

1 

142 

2 

2 

2 

"9 

65 
2 
2 

1 
2 

2 

1 
39 

"i 

2 

13 
2 

"4 


5 
2 

19 

439 

5 

53 
2 
3 

42 

14 
674 

12 
9 

10 
8 
2 

15 
1 

36 

6 

366 

22 

11 
6 
9 
9 
2 
8 
4 
7 
246 
6 

17 

15 

55 

9 
7 
8 


296 


217 


191 


211 


236 


286 


998 


2161 



Note. — Sometimes the same person was committed nnder several prooesfae oq tht 
eame day for tike q^enoef— and wherever this was observed, each case wa« considered 
Jbat as one commitment : but where the commitments were for diflTerent oflences, sach> 
/or instance, ai " Assault " and '* Drunkenness," every one vrae ooooled. 
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II.— -Classification of PsRsoifs committed to the Jail of the Coway 
of Essex from 1888 to 1845 inclusive. 





WHITES. 


COLORED. 




Y»AH. 








TOTAL. 


Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


1838 


227 


44 


39 


16 


326 


1839 


224 


43 


26 


3 


296 


}84Qr 


163 


32 


21 


1 


217 


1841 


153 


19 


15 


4 


191 


184!^ 


135 


22 


43 


11 


211 


1843 


179 


21 


31 


5 


236 


1844 


230 


22 


27 


7 


286 


1845 
Tota]8^y«MB 


338 


30 


26 


4 


398 


1649 


233 


228 


51 


2161 



PBOCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEES Of 

FREEHOID AND SHEEWSBUKY 

IN MONMOUTH CO., ON THE OPENING OF THE REVOLUTION. 

[T&B FOLLOwiKO papers-^the originals of which were presented to 
the Society by Littleton White and James M. LawrbncE) £sqrs« 
of Mcmmouth County — embody much interesting information, not 
before known, respecting the eventfbl period to which they refer, and 
Hr^ consequently, a valuable addition to the local annals of that por- 
tion of the State* The connection between the papers and the eventg 
of Ihe time wiB be seen fVom the following summary : — 

The Boston Post Bill went into operation on May 10th, 1774, and 
on Jone Isjfc the Committee of Correspondence, appointed by the House 
^Assembly^ replied to the communication received from Massachu* 
iett», tending their sympathy, ^$o« But, the frst public meeting of 
the people of New Jersey to express their sentiments respecting the 
grievances ^ the Bostonians was held, it is believed, at Lotver Free- 
hold on the 6th June. The general movement, which soon thereafter 
ensued, was brought about by circular letters, emanating from a 
meeting of the citizens of Essex County held on the 11th June, and 
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the one sent to Monmouth will be found among the papers that fol- 
low (A.) 

In consequence of this letter a|^eneral meeting of the people of Mon« 
mouth was held at Freehold on the 19th July, at which patriotic reso« 
lutions, drawn up with more than ordinary ability, were adopted,*-* 
The original draft is thought to be in the possession of the Society, 
but as the resolutions have already been given to the public, in Force's 
Documentary History of the United Spates, they have not been 
introduced here. Subscriptions were set on foot for the relief of the 
Bostonians and the result is shown in the following papers, (B. C. D.) 

Freehold continued to act openly and efficiently in upholding the 
liberties of the country. On the 10th December, a township commit* 
tee of Inspection was appointed, and the example was followed by 
various other towns in the County ; but the people of Shrewsbury 
were not equally zealous. One of the following papers (E.) however, 
shows that there were some among them who did not hesitate openly 
to avow their desire to cooperate with the other townships* 

Some time having been allowed to pass without any definite pro* 

ceedings on the part of the people of Shrewsbury towards a union with 

their neighbors, the Committee of Freehold on 6th March, 1775, 

addressed to them the urgent letter which will be found among the 

papers. (F.) This producing no effect, on the 14th March, the 

Committee adopted a resolution declaring, the inhabitants of Shrews. 

bury, while in their refractory position, enemies to their King and 

country, and that they would have no dealings with them while they 

so remained. (Force's Doc. Hist. I. p. 131.] The papers that follow 

(G.) show that these appeals and remonstrances were at last effectual. 

It is to be regretted that they do npt contain all the proceedings of the 

County. — Com.] 

(A.) 
LETTER FROM THE PEOPLE OF ESSEX COUNTY. 

Eli^abfri Town, /erne ISO, 1774. 
Gentlemen, 

The alarming Measures which have been lately taken to 
deprive the Inhabitants of the American Colonies of their constita- 
tional Rights and Privileges, together with the late violent Attacks 
made upon the Rights and Liberties of the Inhabitants of the Colony 
of the Massachusetts Bay (for asserting and endeavoring to maintain 
their Rights) manifestly intended to crush them without Mercy and 
thereby disunite and weaken the Colonies, and at the same time dare 
them to assert or own their Constitutional Bights, Libertien or Prop* 
24 
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erties, under the Penalty of the like, and if possible, worse Treatment ; 
and as the Assembly of New Jersey are not like to meet in Time, to 
answer the Design proposed, and the neighboring Colonies are devis- 
ing and expecting the immediate Union of this Colony with them — 
Sundry of the Inhabitants of the County of Essex by Advertisements 
convened a general Meeting of said County at Newark, on Saturday 
last, when the said Inhabitants unanimously entered into certain 
Resolves and Declarations upon that Occasion, a Copy of which You 
have inclosed. We, the Committee appointed by the said Meeting, do 
earnestly request that You will immediately by Advertisement or other- 
wise, call a general Meeting of your County for the Purposes aforesaid 
as soon as possible, as we have Intelligence that it is most probable 
the general Congress of the Colonies will be held the latter End of 
July next. We think New Brunswick the moat Suitable Place for the 
Committees to meet, and with Submission to them desire they will 
meet us at New Brunswick on Thursday the Twenty-first Day of July 
next, at Ten o^clock in the Morning, unless Some other Time and 
Place more Suitable shall in the meanTime be agreed upon. 
. We earnestly request your answer as Soon as possible. 

Letters of this Tenor and Date we now dispatch to the other Coun- 
ties of this Colony. 

We are, Gfentlemen, 

Your most ob't Serv^ts, 
by order, STEPHEN CRANE, CA'n. 

To Messrs. Edward Taylor, Richard Lawrence, Elisha Lawrence, 

John Taylor and Henry Waddle,* and others. Inhabitants of the 

County of Monmouth, Friends to the Liberties and Privileges of the 

American Colonies. 

(B.) 
LETTER FROM.El>WARD TAYLOR TO JOSIAH HOLMES. 

MiDDLETOWN, January \\ik^ 1775. 
Mb. Holmes, 

I here Send you tiie Copies of the Boston Letter, which may 
Inform the public that ou|r present has Reached them and their thanks 
therefor. We wrote to them desiring them Not to Give up, and if 
they Should want a further Supply of bread to Let us know. I heiQ 
Inclose the printed account of their Proceedings which I desire to have 

*The Letter wai directed to these gentlemen <' or to any Body else in Monmoatk 
County." 
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Returned. I Expect Justice Grover will be at your town Meeting 
who you may Send it by. 

I am, Sir, your Humble Serv't, 

EDWARD TAYLOR. 
To Mr. Josiah Holmes, Shrewsbury. 

(C.) 

LErrERS FROM THE BOSTON COMMITTEES 

enclosed m Ihejoregoing, 

Boston, October 2Ut, 1774. 
(A Copy.) 
Gentlemen, 

You Will be Informed by Our Committee for Donations of 
the Receipt of Your generous present to the Sufferers in this town by 
the Operation of the Cruel and Detested Port bill. Sych Charities 
liot only Serve to Shew the Union and tender Sympathy of the Colo- 
nies with and for Each other, but will fix an Everlasting brand of 
infamy upon a Ministry whose Conduct with Respect to this devoted 
tov^n has made Such Large and Extensve Charities so absolutely 
necessary. We are Extremely Obliged to you for the favorable Sen- 
timents Respecting the behavior of the Inhabitants of Boston in their 
endeavors to ward off that Slavery and ruin which the Venal Ministry 
of a Venal Nation have long meditated for these once happy Colonies. 
As for this we are now more Immediately Suffering under the heavy 
Rod q{ power and have Reason to Expect an increase of punishment, 
may our future Conduct be such as will no ways derogate from our 
Character as men and as Christiana. Happy as we are that Our Oppo- 
sition to the Late Edicts of a british parliament has not only been 
approved by- the Several towns and provinces, but by the Continental 
Congress, who Consider our Sufferings as the Common Cause of 
America, there are Yet Some in Every Colony who you may perti- 
nently Compare to Moles both as to Sight and Dirty Chrovetting* Of 
such a Cast is a writer in Rivington's Gazetteer, who, in order to 
deny the Charities for our poor, Asserted with more boldness than 
truth, that this town had voted to Expend the Collections in paving 
Our Streets. The Inclosed account of that Committee's prudence will 
show you how these Charities are applied ; and as to the necessity of 
their Continuance you may Judge when I assure you that without 
exaggeration and the least Design to Lessen Our Obligations to Our 
worthy and Generous Donors, that this town Suffers in One Month a 
Greater Loss than the whole of those Brotherly Donations have 
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imodiited to. The particular State of the town and the Late accounts 
from England with Respect to the present Measures You'll find in the 
Newspaper herewith under the Boston head. I intended to have been 
more particular, but am this Moment Called to attend the provincial 
Congress at Cambridge. Our best Respects to Our worthy and 
patriotic Brethren of the County of Monmouth* 
I am. Gentlemen, 

your Most Humble Serv't, 

WILLIAM COOPER. 
To the Committee of Correspondence for the County of Monmouth. 

Boston, October 21<^ 1774» 
(A Copy.) 
Bis, 

The kind and Generous Donation of the County of Mon« 
mouth in the Jerseys we are now to Acknowledge and with grateful 
hearts to thank you therefor, having Received from the Committee of 
Baid County (p* Capt Brown) Eleven hundred and forty Bushels Rye 
And fifty Barrels Rye Meal, for the Suflfering poor of this town, which 
shall be applied to the purpose Intended by the Donors — and what 
further Cheers Our hearts is your kind assurances of a further Supply 
if necessary to l^nable us to Oppose the Cruel parliamentary acts 
Levelled not Only against this town but Our whole Constitution. 

We in this town are indeed Suflfering Greatly by the port bill, ^c, 
but as it is the Cause of America, we the More patiently bear the 
heavy burthen, nor shall we reckon any thing too dear to Sacrifice for 
the Constitutional Rights of Our Btbthren throughout the Colonies, 
lior even think of receding from or Giving up those rights,^ — as we are 
toot Insensible of the noble Exertions and generous Donations of our 
brethren of the Jerseys, and throughout the Colonies we patiently bear 
the burthens providence has been pleasedjSr^^ to lay on us, not doubt- 
ing but that all America will with One heart Oppose Every Unconsti- 
tutional act of parliament that Shall any way Infringe upon Our 
^barters and the rights which as Men God and Nature has Given us. 

Vou Our brethren pity us, and we doubt not pray for us ; but you 
CanH be fully Sennble of what we bean Our Extensive trade being 
Stopped and Rained Carries Such a train of Evils with it we Can't 
Enumerate, and therefore will not pretend to describe them. Your 
Own Reflections will furnish you Some Idea of Our Deplorable Cir- 
ttunstanoes better than we Can picture it. 
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We i^ould Only Say as to Our present Situation that oUr Castle, the 
key of the province, is in the hands of the troops — our harbor Clogged 
with Ships of War-^Our town filled with Six Regiments, and more 
Coming— the Entrance of the town fortified by a Strong Entrench- 
ment and Cannon pointed against the whole Country — but we are not 
Discou'raged, God has done Great things for us, he is still helping, and 
we trust he will in his Own time and way Deliver us. 

I am, with Great Respect and Esteem, for the Committee of Dona- 
tions in this town, 

Sir, Your Most Obliged Humble ServH, 

BENJ. AUSTIN, per order. 
To Mr. Edward Taylor and others, Committee of Correspondence for 

the County of Monmouth In New Jersey. 

(E.) 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Agifeeable to the Resolutions of the Late General Continental Con- 
gress — The Inhabitants of the town of Shrewsbury, more Especially 
Such as are properly Qualified for Choosing Representatives to Serve 
in General Assembly, are hereby Warned to meet at the House of 
Josiah Halstead, in said Shrewsbury, on Tuesday, the iTth of this 
Instant, January^ at noon^ in Order to Choose a Committee for the 
Several purposes as Directed By the Said Congress. 

As the Method Ordered By the Congress Seems to Be the only 
peaceable Method the Case will admit of, on failure of which, Either 
Confirmed Slavery or a Civil War of Course Succeeds : the Bare 
mention of Either of the two Last is Shocking to humane Nature, more 
particularly So to all true friends to the English Constitution. There- 
fore it Becomes the Indispensible Duty of all Such to Use their Utmost 
Endeavors in favor of the first or peaceable Method, and SufiTer it not 
to miscarry or fail of its Salutary and much Desired EfiTects By 
means of any Sinister Views or Indolence of theirs. Surely Expect- 
ing on the one Hand to Be Loaded with the Curses arising from 
Slavery to the Latest posterity, or on the other hand the Guilt of Blood 
of thousands of their Brethren and fellow Christians to Lay at their 
Door and to Be Justly Required at their Hands. Think well of this 
Before it Be too Late and Let not the precious moment Pass* 

Shbewsbubit, January 2^, 1775. 
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(F.) 
LETTER FROM COMMITTEE OF FREEHOLD.* 

Freehold, March Qih, 1775. 

^ENl^LEHEX, 

As the Union of the american Colonies i3 at this alarming 
Crisis so earnestly desired, and assiduously promoted by every true 
advocate for Liberty ; and as the Representatives of this Colony have 
unanimously approved of, and given their assent to all the Measures 
recommended by the late general continental Congress ; This Com- 
mittee of Inspection earnestly hope that the same Unanimity may take 
Place in the adoption of said Measures through all the Townships in 
the County of Monmouth, and as they now take it for granted, that 
every objection, which has before operated against the Election of a 
Committee of Inspection in the Township of Shrewsbury, must be 
obviated, they entreat them by the sacred Ties of Friendship, and the 
Love of Freedom, and as they would wish the Promotion of Peace and 
Harmony, to acceed to the Plan so universally adopted, and not to fail 
constituting a Committee at their present annual Town Meeting. 

But surely this Importunity must be at this Time in a Degree 
unnecessary ; our Brethren in Shrewsbury must be as ready to em- 
brace, as others to recommend the Measure* We therefore presume we 
ehall have the Happiness of their hearty Concurrence with us in [our] 
future County Transaction in Behalf of the grand [I ing] Cause. 

We present you, gentlemen, our kindest Respects and best Wishes, 
and are, with due [respect] your Friends and fellow Subjects — The 
Committee of Inspection For Freehold. 

Signed by their Order, 

NATH. SCUDDER, CZerA:. 

(G.) 
At a Meeting of freeholders and Inhabitants of the township of 
Shrewsbury this 27th Day of May, 1775, the following Persons were 
By a Great Majority Chosen a Committee of Observation for the 
Said town agreeable to the Direction of the General Continental 
Congress held at Philadelphia y* 5th of September, 1774, viz : 
Josiah HolmeSf' Nicholas Vanbrunty 

John Littlet David Knott, 

Joseph Throckmorton, Cornelius Vandeveer, 

Samuel Breese, Samuel Longstreet, 

* Addressed " To the Respectable lobabitantf of the Township of Shrewsbury at their 
Aaaual Town Meeting." 
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Thomas Morfordy Benjamin Dennis^ 

Garret Longstreetf Cornelius Lane^ 

Daniel Hendrickson. 

Ordered, that Daniel Hendrickson and Nicholag Vanbrunt, or 
Either of them, Do attend the provincial Congress now Sitting at 
Trentown, With full power to Represent there this town of Shrewsbury. 
And that Josiah Holmes, David Knott and Samuel Breese Be a Sub- 
Committee to prepare Instructions for the Deputy or Deputies who are 
to attend the Congress at Trentown. 

Josiah Holmes was Unanimously Chosen Chairman. 

JOSIAH HOLMES, Chairman and Town Clerk. 



The Shrewsbury Committee met by appointment at the House of 
Mr. Bonham, 6th October, 1775, and unanimously placed Josiah 
Holmes in the Chair — 

Ordered, that public advertisements be put up for the Officers of the 
Several districts in this Township to render in the names of all that 
still retain the province arms contrary to the sense of the advertise- 
ment published by the late committee, dated 16th September, 1775, for 
them to be proceeded against ; and also a full account must be taken 
of all the province arms in this township into whose hands they are, 
by the Captains or their order of each district, and that he takes 
receipts from all holding them that do train, and that a Copy of this 
order be served upon the Colonel. 

Ordered, that Col. Samuel Breese ask the assessor about his assess- 
ment and acquaint the Chairman of the sum of his information. 

Whereas the riotous and numerous meetings of negroes at unlicensed 
houses is pernicious In itself and may be of pernicious consequences ; 
if the Col. is informed of any such meetings he is desired to use his 
militia, or as many as he finds necessary, to secure the Negroes, and 
give the naoies of the delinquents, to be proceeded against agreeable to 
Law. 

Ordered, that all these proceedings be publicly advertised in two of 
tlie most public places in this township. 

The business of the day being ended, the Committee adjourned tq 
next Monday week, 16th October, 1775, to meet at Mr. Bonham's. 

Members present- 
Jo^^ Holmes^ John Litllef 

Jeremiah Bonham^ Cornelius LanCy 

flphn Polhemu^* 
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Octo' y 16th, 1775. 

The Committee met according to the above adjournment. 

Present — 

Josiah Holmes, Gavine Dummond, 

John Little, John Polhemus, 

Jeremiah Bonham, Henry Green^ 

David Knott, Cornelius Lane, 

James Davis. 

Whereas the meeting together of Servants, Negroes and other Dis- 
orderly Persons at Unlicensed Taverns and other Bad Houses, is 
attended with Great Mischief and Damage not only to the Masters, 
But to all the Neighborhood, and may Be of more fatal and pernicious 
Consequence to the Community in General ; Therefore, in Order that 
the penalties of the Law may Be more Duly Inflicted on all Such 
Ofienders — 

Resolved, that the Colonel Shall Order a party or parties of the 
Militia to attend at Such Suspected places at proper times to Search 
for and to Apprehend all Such transgressors of the Law. 

Ordered, that the above Resolve Be made public By Advertisement* 

The Committee adjourned to Monday y* 13th of November next, to 
meet at this place, at noon. 

Nov' y 13th, 1775, 

The Committee Met according to the above adjournment. 
Present — John Little, David Knott, 

Jeremiah Bonham, John PolJiemtu, 

Cornelius Lane, Josiaji Holmes. 

Cap^ James Mount Being about to Sail in Ballast to the West Indies 
Requested the Committee 'to Appoint proper persons to Search his 
Vessel the l)ay of her Sailing to See that the Rules of the General 
Congress were Duly Observed. 

Resolved, that Jn" Hartshorne, Henry Marsh and Josiah HolmeS| 
or any two of them, Attend the Said Service. 

Whereas Divers Complaints are Made against the Shop Keeperi 
and Retailers of Goods and Merchandize that they take an Exorbitant 
advance on Sundry articles ; therefore, 

Resolved, that if any Person or Persons Can Well Support Such 
Charge that they attend the Committee on the 11th of Decem' next, at 
the House of Jeremiah Bonham, where Due attention will Be Given 
to their Complaints and Such Redress as the Rules of General Con* 
gress hath provided Shall be had. The accused must have proper 
notice Before a final Conclusion. 



Digitized by 



Google 



193 

Ordered, that this Resolve Be puhlished By Advertisement in this 
town. 

Resolved^ that Mr. Little Wait on Mr. John Wardel and Mr. R** 
Fole and Let them know that the Committee Request a Sight of the 
Letters they Lately Rec** from England. 

Ordered, that the Committee meet again at this place on Monday 
y* 1 1th of December next. 

At a Meeting of the Comnntteis at the House of Jeremiah Bonfaanrf 
Ju'-. Nov' y* 27th, 1775, 

Present — John Little, Jeremiah Bonhantf 

Henry Green, Cornelius Lane, 

Josiah Holmes^ 

Whereay this Comrtrittee is Informed that Suspected Persons are' 
fiuying up Wheat In order for transportationV and actually Have Sent 
off a Vessel Load with it, to what place and for what purpose to thifir 
Committee Unknov^n^ and are Also Informed the Same Vessel or 
Some Other is Expected to Be Soon in Shrewsbury River in order to 
Load With Wheat ; Therefore, 

Resolved, that the Colonel Order a paf ty of the Militia to Be Ready 
to Secure Such Vessel or Vessels Until Such time this Committee are 
Well Assured and Satisfied that the Rules of the General Congress 
are not transgressed, and that Such Exportations are not for the Use 
of our Enemies ; And also that the Chairman Wait on Col. Breese* 
with a Copy of this Resolve. 

Decern' 11th, 1776. 
llie Committee IMfet according to the Last Adjournment, 
l^resent — John Little, Jeremiah Bonham, 

John Polhemus, Henry Green, 

Cornelius Lane, Josiah Holmes, 

the Committee Resumed the Consideration of the Exportation of 
Wheat from this town ; And as Mr. Jn°- Vanmater had Undertaken 
to Be answerable for What he Sent to Mr. Jn" Rappell of Long 
Island, he the S* Vanmater was Called and Heard. 

Resolved, that the Wheat Already Purchased By S* Vanmateif 
(provided it Do not fixceed one Load for the Vessel that hath taken 
off two freights already) May Be taken off Without farther Order^ 
But no more Without a Certificate from the Committee of that place 
Where the Residence of S*^ Rappell is. Certifying that he the S** Jn*'* 
Rappell is a person that May Safely Be Entrusted With Such articles 
S5 
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. nger of their falling into the Hands of the Enemy or 

Otherwise transgressing the Rules of the General Congress. 
The Committee adjourned to the Second Monday in February next.* 

At a Meeting of the Committee Decern^ y* 6th, 1775, at the House 
of Josiah Holmes, 

Present — John Little^ Jeremiah Bonham, 

James Davisj David Knotty 

Josiah Holmes. 

Whereas Information to this Committee is Made that a Sloop is 
Come on Shore at Manasquan Loaded With fresh provisions Entirely ; 
Such as Beef in Quarters, hogs and fowls, &'* and that there is Great 
Reason to Suspect that the Cargo Was Intended for the use of the 
Enemy at Boston as the persons on Board of Said Vessel Refuse to 
Give any Account of themselves or of their Intentions : Therefore, 

Resolved, That David Knott and James Davis Be a Sub-Committee 
to Repair to the Spot and Make Enquiries Concerning the above 
Affair, and if they find Sufficient Reason therefore, to Secure the 
Cargo at Least, and if Necessary, Some or all of the Persons Until a 
hearing Be had Before this or the County Committee ; and if Assis- 
tance Be Wanting that they Call upon Cap^ Longstreet and Cap^ Shep- 
herd to Attend With a Sufficient party of the Militia. . 

At a Meeting of the Committee this Day, Jan'y y* 15th, 1776, 
Present — John Little, Cornelius Lane, 

Henry Green, John Polhemus, 

Josiah Holmes, 

As at this time of Difficulties when public Musters are Necessary 
and many other kinds of public meetings on Business the method of 
Inoculating for the Small pox will Be pernicious. Therefore the Com- 
mittee Strongly Recommend to the Inhabitants of this town and to all 
Doctors to Refrain from Inoculation During these times of troubles. 

Upon Application of Cap* Mount — 

Resolved, that for the Gunpowder By Him Imported, provided he 
Disposes of it to no persons But Such as have Signed the Association, 
he Shall Have Liberty to Export to the Value of it in the produce of 
the Country agreeable to the Resolve of the General Congress, and 
that Col^ Breese and the Chairman Shall Value the powder and make 
9ut his Certificate. 

* [So in the original, but it leems there were two laeetingi heM before the 13th 
February.] r 
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Resolved, that CoP Breese, Josiah Holmes and John Little be a Sub- 
committee, or any two of them, to act in all Cases of Emergency and 
to make them Report to the next meeting of the Committee. 

Feb'y y 12th, 1776. 
This Day the Committee met according to Adjournment. 
Present — John LitUej Jeremiah Bonhamy 

Cornelius Lane» James Dams, 

David Knott, John Polhemus, ' 

Josiah Holmes. 
Resolved, that Cap^ Vanbrunt have permission to purchase Gun- 
powder and Lead dc"^^ for the Use of the Militia of this town. 

Resolved, that Orders Be Sent to Garret Longstreet the Assessor 
to proceed Immediately in Assessing the Quota of this town of the 
ten Thousand pounds formerly Ordered By Congress, and that if the 
proper Account of Estates and Rateables Cannot Be Had, either from 
the town Assessor or Collector nor County Collector, then to take 
account thereof from the Inhabitants. 

Resolved, that all arms in the Hands, or at the Command or Dis- 
posal of Negroes, Either free or Slaves, Shall Be taken and Secured 
By the Militia Officers of the Several Districts Until the present 
troubles are Settled, and that Such arms Shall Be Lodged in the 
Hands of the Colonel who Shall Give Receipts to the owners. 

Resolved, that it is the opinion of this Committee that the arms in 
the Hands of all Such as Refuse to Subscribe the Association Should 
Be properly Secured So that they may not fall into the hands of our 
Enemies. 

Resolved, Unanimously, that it Be Recommended to the Members of 
the Monthly Meeting of friends, Called Quakers, that for tlie future 
' They forbear to pass Censure (By Reading off in their Meetings) on 
any person or Persons, officers or Others for acting in Conformity to 
their Duty in their several Military Stations, and that the Chairman 
Serve the Meeting With a Copy of this Resolve. 

Resolved, that the former Resolve of the 13th of Nov' Last Concern- 
ing Shop Keepers ^'^- Be Re-advertised, and that the Complaint Be 
handed to any future Committee. 

Resdved, that it Be Recommended to all Societies of Christians 
that they Discourage as Much as possible at this Melancholy time all 
public Entertainments, Assemblies,' Dancings and Such Like proceed- 
ings, and also to Every Inhabitant and all Magistrates to Endeavor to 
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tbeir Utmost to faave the Laws against (Steming, horse-racing ^*'- put 
In Execution. 

Resolved, that public advertisement Be Set up in this town Inform- 
ing the Inhabitants that a Committee of Observation is to Be Chosen 
nt the next town Meeting on the Second tuesday In March. 

Resolved, that the Chairman, John I^ittle and Jeremiah Bonham 
Be a Sub.Committee, or any two of them, to act Until the Last Day 
.of this Month to Which Pay this Committee is adjourned. 

FebT 29th, 1776. 

The Committee Met According to Adjournment. 
Present — Joftn Liul^f Jeremiah Bonham^ 

John PoUiemuSi Comdius IfOite, 

Hemr^ Greeny Josiah Holmes. 

Resolved, that as San>uel Right of Squancum Appears to Be a per« 
son Unfriendly to the Libertiesofthese Colonies and in interest With 
Our Enemies, That he Be publicly advertised as Such and Laid under 
Common Restriction In Such Cases Made use of; And that the Militia 
Officers Make Strict Search and Enquiry for arms and Ammunition 
in his Hands or Custody and Safely Secure them until farther Orders. 

Resolved, thkt all Slayes, ]5ither Negroes, Mulattoes or Others that 
Shall Be found off their Masters or Mistresses premises any time of 
ihe night after the Daylight is Cone Alay Be taj^en Up By any person 
Whatsoever and Secured JJntil a J^ne of ten Shillings Be paid By the 
Master or Mistress to the person taking them upi and in failure of 
payment of Such fine the Slave Shall Be Delivered to the Minute Men 
to Be Kept Under Guard Until he 3hall Receive fifteen Lashes on t^ 
Pare Back, for Which the Master Shall pay the Sum of four Shillings, 
provided that Suph Slaves as have Leave froQji their Masters in Writ- 
ing Shall not Be Lifible to the above penalty. 

Cba* Brook Being Charged With Selling Goods at Unreasonable 
prices, and Appearing, and the Evidence Being Examined, But Some 
Evidence not attending the Matter is Referred to the next Meeting of 
the Committee. 

. Resolved, that the Chairman Inform the County Committee By 
Z^er of Such proceedings of this Committee as May Be thought 
Necessary to Inform them of» 

The Committee adjourned to Wednesday next to meet at noon at 
the Ho«se of Tbo' {jeonard* 
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March y* 6tb, 1770. 
The Comidlttee Met according to adjournment. 
Present — John LiUlCf Jeremiah Bonham^ 

Henry Greeny John Pdhemus^ 

Josiah Hcimes, 
Application By the Militia Officers Being Made to this Committee 
Desiring that on Condition Cap^ Aukey Weykof Should Be Chosen a 
field Officer then his men may Be permitted to Enlist in any other 
Company in the town, Which is Granted, provided it Be With Con- 
sent of Officers and that they Enlist in Such Companies as are not 
vilready Complete. ^ 



MEMBERS ELECTED 

SEPTEMBER 3d, 1846. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS, 

Robert B. Aertsen, Salem. - Isaac B. Parker, BurUngUm, 

Prof. Lewis C. Beck, New Brurumck, Joseph Parish, ».»•, Burlington. 

Garret S. CaimoD, Bordentbion. Rev. Edward W. Peet, Rahwqy, 

Charles Ellis, m.d., Burlington, Rev. F. C. Piitnam, Freehold, 

Cornelius 6. Garrison, Paierson, Thomas Redinan, Trenton. 

Thomas G. Haight, CoUs Neck, James M. Redmond, TrtnUm* 

Thomas Hancock, Burlington, James Ross, Newark. 

Wm. H. Hays, Burlington. Walter Rutherfurd, Jersetf Cky, 

Samuel H. Homer, New Egypt^ Ansel St. Johi^ LambertviUe. 

Rev. Saml. B. Jones, Bridgeton, Albert G. Thorp, Rahway. 

Aathony Q. Koa^bey, Salem. Rev. Saml. L. Tuttle, Caldwdl 

James N. Lawrence, Inlaystown. Marcus L. Ward, Newark. 

James S. Lawrence, Upper Freehold. Prof. Enoch C. Wines, BurUngUm, 

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

Bab. Randolph Manning, Detroit, Mic^^ Jas. F. Cooper, Coopentoum, N. Y^ 
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DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED SEPTEMBER 3d, 1846. 



From Kentucky Hutariccd Society, An Address in commemoration 
of the first settlement of Kentucky, delivered May 25th9 1840, by 
James T. Morehead. 

From Archer Gifford^ Esq. The New Jersey Journal for February 
23d, 1799. 

Copy (Jan'y 1726-7) of Deed from the Indians to Edward Earl, of 
Bergen, for land on Rechawack River in West Jersey (endorsed 
"Perseponing purchase") July 29th, 1702. 

From Major J. D. Graham, U. S. Top, Eng. Mr. Webster's Vindi- 
cation of the Treaty of Washington in 1842. 

From the Author. History of Long Island, by Benj. F. Thompson— 
2 vols. 8vo. 

From Col. Roht. G, Johnson. Copy of a letter purporting to have 
been written by Grace Ford to James Kensey (in relation to his 
course in connection with the charge agaiost her husband " Sam 
Ford" of having robbed the Eastern Treasury,) dated January 15th, 
1774. (Printed in Rivington's Paper, Jan'y 27th, 1774.) 

Draft of Instructions to Members of Assembly for the County of B[ur- 
lington], 1774. 

Copies of Case of the Eastern Treasurers liabilities for the robbery 
of the Treasury in July, 1768, submitted to Solicitor General 
Wedderburn, with copies of his opinion. 

Copy of Message of Gov. Franklin to the Assembly, Feb'y 24th, 
1774, transmitting the resignation of Treasurer Skinner. 

Three Original leters of Capt. William Gifford of the New Jersey line 
to Col. Benjamin Holme of Salem, dated Princeton, September 24th, 
1778 ; Valley Forge, Jan'y 12th, 1778 ; and Elizabethtown, Jan'y 
121h, 1779. 

Copy of a letter fropi John Hancock, President of the Continental 
Congress to the New Jersey Assembly, October 28th, 1776. 

Copy of part of a letter from the Earl of Shelburne to Gov. Franklin, 
July 8th, 1767. 
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Copy of an Extract from a letter of Gov. Franklin to the £arl of 
Dartmouth, Feb'y 1st, 1775. 

Copy of Rules of House of Assembly, August 1772. 

From John Jordan, Jr,, Esq, Memoirs of the Pennsylvania Histori- 
cal Society — vol. I. Part I. 

From the Pennsylvania Hist, Soc, Pennsylvania Colonial Records 
from 1683 to 1736, printed by the State— 3 vols. 8vo, 

Bulletin of the Society for June, 1846. 

From the Author. Documents and Letters illustrative of the Revolu- 
tionary Incidents of Queens Co., New York, by Henry Onderdonk, 
Jr. — I vol. 12vo. 

From the Maryland Hist. Soc, A Discourse on the Life and Charac- 
ter of Sir Walter Raleigh delivered before the Society by J. Morri- 
son Harris. 

From Hon. Geo. Sykes. Maps of the Harbors of New Bedford and 
and Anapolis, by U. S. Coast Survey. 

From Littleton While, Esq. Original letter from the Committee of 
Safety of Essex Co. to the inhabitants of Monmouth Co., dated 
June 13th, 1774, urging the election of Delegates to the Provincial 
Congress at New Brunswick on 21st July. 

MS. advertisement for an election in Shrewsbury for memb^^ of 
General Assembly, (Provincial Congress,) dated Jan'y 2d, 1775. 

Original letter from the Committee of Inspection of Freehold to the 
inhabitants of Shrewsbury, dated March 6th, 1775, urging the 
election of delegates to the Provincial Congress. 

MS. Proceedings of Committee of Safety of Shrewsbury from May 
27th, 1775, to March 6th, 1776. 

Message of President Washington to Congress January 19tfa, 1797, 
communicating a despatch from the State Department to Mr. 
Pinckney, Minister to France, relative to French Spoliations. 

A Manuscript Map of Monmouth Co., 1743. 

From Mr. Daniel Strong ofMiddletoum Point. Pocket Manual for 
the Island of St. Croix, 1780. 

Reflections on the Conduct of Human Life, extracted from Mr. Morris 
— London, 1741. 

From E. T. WiUiamsy Esq. , of Shremhury. The New Jersey Grants 
and Concessions, by Learning & Spicer — 1 vol. 8vo. 

From Joseph Lawrence, Esq., of Tom^s River. A Dictionary of the 
English Language, by George Coles, Schoolmaster, 1701. 

Laws of New Jersey from 1776 to 1783. 

From Mr. Jonathan T. Forman of Freehold. A Sermon preached 
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before the Greneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 

U. S. May 23d, 1803, by Henry KoUock. 
** The Law of Liberty" — a Sermon on American Affairs, preached at 

the opening of the Provincial Congress of Georgia, by John J. 

Tubly, D.D., 1775. 
A Historical Discourse on the first settlement and early history of 

Rhode Island. 
From Mr. Daniel Sir&ng of Middletown Point. A Funeral Sermon on 

the death of Hon. Richard Stockton, by Rev. Saml. Stanhope 

Smith, March 8d, 1781. 
A Discourse delivered near York, Virginia, on the surrender of the 

British Army, by Captain Israel Evans of New Hampshire troops. 
Considerations on the measures carrying on with respect to the British 

Colonies, 1774. 
A humble attempt to repair the Christian Temple^ a Sermon preached 

in Philadelphia, Oct. 21st, 1783, by Oliver Hart. 
An Address to the Inhabitants of Great Britain, Spiritual and Tem-r 

poral, of all ages and Conditions of Life* 
From Maurice Beasley, M.D.f of Cape May. Extracts from MSir 

Diary of Jacob Spicer^ from 1756 to 1762| in a bound volume/ 
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Alexander, D.D., Rev. A. Letter from, 8' i 
American Antiq. Soc. Donation from, ' 

18. ; 

AVoften, S. : 9. Donations fron, 80, 112. 
Letters from, 70, 101, 178. j 

B ! 

Bacon, John. Capture and death of, 150. 
Barnard, Henry. Donations from, 17, 18. 
Bradley, Joseph P. 1, 3, 9, 
Beverley, lieut. Wm. B. Donation from, 

170. 
Beasley, M.D., Maurice 68. Letter from, 

140. Letter to, 14 L Donations from, 

176, 200. 
Bongs, Ueut. C S. Donations from, 97, 

Boston, letters from, to people of Mon- 

^ mouth, 174, 187. 

Burlington, Meeting at, 127. 

Burnet, Jacob. Letter from, 120. Dona- 
tion from, 169. 

By-Laws, adopted, 8. Ordered to be 
printed, 9. 



Cassedy, Sammel. Donations from, 124, 

125. 
Clark, Abraham. Letter from, 135. Do** 

nations f)rom, 127, 169. 
Crai^-ford, Wm. H. Donation from, 172. 
Chetwood, J. J. 117, 130. 
Cogsv^ell, D.D., Rev. J. 97. 
Condit,J. S. 10,11,68,69. 
CMistitution, adopted, 2 ; ordered to be 

printed, 9 ; amendment to proposed, 68. 
Committees, to nominate officers, 2; to 

draft by-laws, 3 ; to inform Legislature 

29 



of organization of Society, 3; on publl^ 
cations, 11, 69 ; on new national appella- 
tion, 9 ; on nomhiations, 1 1 ; on statistics^ 
68 ; on monumental inscriptions, 68 ; ta 
memorialize Legislature on Colonial 
Documents, 99; to apply to the Legisla- 
ture for a room, 118; on revisal of 
minutes, 118; to select a device iora 
seal, 129 ; on purchases, 130 ; on cir- 
cumstanees of Rev. Mr. Caldwell's 
death, 118. 

Cooly, Rev, Eli F, 1, 10, 11. Donation 
flrom,80. 

Combury, Lord. Letter from, to People 
of Bergen, 124. 

Correspondence, selections from, 11, 70, 
101, 131, 177. 

Corresponding Secretary, to notify other 
Societies, 3. Reports from, 9, 66, 69, 
97,115,127,174. To write to Franklin 
fomily, 100. 



Dayton, Wm. L. Donation from, 17. 

Davidson, D.D., Rev. R. 70, 99. Dona- 
tion from, 113. 

Davies, D.D., Rev. Saml. Letters of, 77. 

Diekerson, Phil. Letter from, 139. Do- 
nation trom, 169. 

Doane, D.D., Rev. G. W* 11, 68, 130. 
Address of, 117, 128. 

Dockwra, William. Letter of, to €k>v^ 
emor Hamilton, 143. 

Dodd, Rev. Stephen. Letter from, 112. 
Donation from, 127. 

Donations announced May '45, 17 ; Sept. 
'4&, 78 ; Nov. '45, 111 ; Jan'y '46, 125 ; 
May '46, 169 ; Sept. '46, 198. 

Duane, William. Donations from, 102^ 
111. 
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Duer, WUliara A. 10, 11, 66, 117, 188. 
Donation from, 78. 



Cast-Jersey, History of, directed to be 

pnlilishea, 11. Reports of Committee 

respecting, 68, 6^. 
Elmer, Lucius Q. C. 175. Donations 

from, 125. 
Essex Coumty, Criminal Statistics of, 183. 

Letter from, to Feople of Monmouth, 

1774, 185. 
Executive Committee to prepare address 

to the public, 3. Reports from, 8, 97, 

115, 128. 

F 

Franklin, Gov. Wm. Three letters of, 

102. 
frazer, Charles. Donation from, 170. 
freehold, Proceedings of Committees in 

1774-5. 184. 
Field. Richard S. 6S, 100, 130. Donation 

fiom, 170. 
Folsom, George. Donation from, 170. 
Fort, M.D., George F. Faper from, 151, 

172. 
Forman Jonathan. Donations from, 172 

199. 



Graham Major James D. Donations from. 

17, 112, 198. 
Green, Henry W. 11& 
Green, D.D., Ashbei. Letter from, 177. 
Georgia Hist. Soc Donation from, 78. 
Gifford. Archer. 3, 99, 69. Donation 

from, 198. 
Gordon, Thomas. Donations from. 79, 

125 127,143,170. 

H 

Halsey, Rev. Clias. H. Letter from, 120. 
Hampton, George. Donation from, 169. 
Hayes, David A. 69. Donations from, 

125, 169. 
Hasmer, Charles. Donation from, 18. 
Howell, A. B Donation from, 18. 
Howe, Heftry. Donation from, 125. 
Horobiower, Joseph C. 70. 



Jackson, John P. 176.177. 
James, Thomas D. Donation from, 18. 
JaT» John. Donation from, 169. 
Johnson, Rev. O. M. Letter from, 131. 
.Johnson, Rev. G. 97, 176. Letters from, 

4, 179. Donations from, 9, 19, 80, 109, 

112, 128, 144, 170, 198. 
jQcdan, Jr., John. Danations from, 169, 

199. 



Kentucky IltsL Soc. Donation from, 198. 
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Erratum. 
Page 18, for " E. Stewart" read A. B, HoweU. 
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PROSPECTUS. 

It is intended to continue this pyljjicalioa quarterly should tbo 
undertaking meet with aufficient en courage tnentp It wiW contain full 
reparts of the proceedings of the Nkw JEMi^EY ITibtorhjal Society 
^i their regular and special meetings ; comprising a compteje list of 
ail donationB received, and from whom, — -extracts from thfi correspon* 
denee and the names of the members from time to time elected ; with 
selections from such papera read tiefore the Society or from manu- 
scripts presented of permanent interest, as may not be preserved for 
volumes published as the So<^iety's « Collections,'' 

Each number will contain from thirty to fifty pages, octavo, form- 
ing a volume each year of from one handred and fi(\y to two hundred 
pagesj with paper cover, title page and index : and it being the object 
of the Society to make the publication the means of diffusing interesting 
and valuable information and not a source of profit, it is intended that 
the quantity of matter in each number shall increase with the increase 
of patronage without any addition to the price. 

Tebms. — One dollar per annum in advance ; and a copy wiil ho 
sent gratis to any individual procuring six subscribers and forwarding 
the money therefor. Single numbers will be supplied at thirty *^ven 
and a half cents each. Subscripllona will be received by any of the 
officers of the Society, ojr they can be forwarded through the post 
office (postpaid) to either of the Secret ^ries^ or to Mr. James Rosa^ 
at the office of the Kewark Daily Advertiser, 

Subscribers for the ensuing year are requested to forward their 
names and subscriptions without delay. Back numbers can be aun^i 
plied. 



Of Mr. Ross can also be obtained the Society's ** Collections :** 
VoU I. contains " East Jersey under the Proprietary Governments, 
a Narrative of Events connected with the settlement and progress of 
the Province, until the surrender of the Government to the Crown in 
1702. Drawn principally from original sources ; by William A, 
Whitehead. With an appendix containing The Model of the Govern- 
ment of East New Jersey in America, by George Scot, of Pitlochii^t 
now first reprinted from the original edition of 1685." pp, 353 — 
price f3. 

Vol. n, contains ** The Life of William Alexander, Earl of Stirling; 
Major General in the army of the United States during the Revolution, 
with selections from his Correspondence by his Grandson, Wiluaa* 
Albxai^psb Dpb^, I4L.D. pp,284 — price$l,&0^ to members of I h<j 
Satiety, il,*^5. 
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OF THB 



KEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Vol. n. 1846. No. L 

Elizabethtown, Nov. 5, 1846. 
The Society met pursaant to adjournment, in the lecture room of 
the First Presbyterian Church. The Hon. Joseph C. Hornblower, 
President, took the chair; Col. R. G. Johnson, first Vice President, 
being also present. 

After the minutes of the last meeting were read, the Corresponding 
Secretary made his report of the correspondence since September, 
and laid before the Society, letters from the Hon. Randolph Man- 
ning, of Michigan, Col. Ichabod J. Crane, U. S. A., James 
Fennimore Cooper, Esq., and others, in acknowledgement of their 
election as Corresponding or Resident Members, from the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society, American Philosophical Society, &c. 

Various donations were announced, and Col. Johnson presented 
an original biographical sketch of " John Fen wick, chief Proprietor 
of Salem Tenth,'* and a copy of some correspondence between 
Governor Andros, of New York, and the authorities of the " Lower 
counties on the Delaware" in 1675-78, in relation to the arrest of 
Fenwick. This last, on motion of Dr. Lewis Condict, was referred 
to the Committee on Publications. 

Mr. William B. Kinney, from that Committee, made a report 
In relation to the publication of another volume of Collections, to 
consist of a Life of General Lord Stirling, by the Hon. William A. 
Duer ; and also in recommendation of the quarterly publication of 
the Society. 

1 
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On motion of Rev. Dr. Murbay, the report was adopted ; and it 
was understood that the volume would be issued as soon as prac- 
ticable. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Cogswell, the thanks of the Society were 
directed to be presented to Judge Duer»for the manuscript thus 
generously placed at its disposal. 

Mr. Kinney, from the Committee on Purchases, reported that 
several rare works had been procured for the Library since the last 
meeting ; but that as yet the Committee had not succeeded in obtain- 
ing any files of the New Jersey Journal. 

Mr. W. A. Whitehead, from the Committee on Statistics, after 
some remarks intended to show the necessity of the measure, submit- 
ted the following preamble and resolution-— ^ 

Whereas, It is necessary to a satisfactory determination of many 
questions affecting the welfare of the community, that accurate 
information should from time to time be obtained respecting the 
actual and comparative existence of crime within the limits of the 
State; therefore. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be requested to memori- 
alize the Legislature, at an early day during the next session, for the 
passage of an act directing the opening of such books of record in 
the several counties, as may enable those officers of the State con- 
nected with the administration of the laws, to report annually the 
Criminal Statistics of their respective districts. 

On motion of Mr. W., the resolution was temporarily laid on the 
table. 

Dr. John S. Condit, from the Committee on MoBumental Inscrip- 
tions in Newark, submitted in a handsomely engrossed volume, the 
result of his labors; all the inscriptions remaining in the old burying 
ground, and of those in the others of date prior to 1800, having been 
secured. Some of the most ancient or remarkable being represented 
in well executed pen drawings. 

Rev. D. V. McLean, from a similar Committee, reported that at 
Freehold and its vicinity some progress had been made, but a report 
could not yet be presented. 

The resolution appointing these committees was read, and the 
members residing in other of the old towns of the State, were re- 
quested to comply with its requisitions by appointing some one or 
more of their number to make the desired compilations. 

Bishop DoANE, from the Committee on a Seal for the Society, 
presented a draft of a device, by the Corresponding Secretary, which 
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vas adopted ; and on motion of Dr. Murray^ the Committee on 
Publications was authorized to have a die engraved. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SEAL * 

A circular shield argent, charged with four Spanish shields placed 
in the form of a cross patee. 

The 1st quarter, or shield in chief ; the Arms of Lord John 
Berkeley. Gules a chevron between ten crosses patee argent, six 
above and four below : surmounted by a scroll argent inscribed with 
the motto " Dieu chez kous" gules. The escutcheon flanked by his 
initials — on the dexter side J. — on the sinister side B. gules. 

The 2d quarter, or shield dexter, (the West shield) the earliest seal 
discovered, of the Western Proprietaries. Or a pair of balances 
sable, surmounted by a carpenter's compass, extended, o/* f Ac same ; in 
the base point a terrace and tree vert. 

The 3d quarter, or shield sfnister, (the East shield) the seal of the 
Eastern Proprietaries in use before 1701. Party per fess or and 
sable ; in the first moiety the right arm of the goddess Themis proper, 
holding the balances of Justice sable — the arm issuing out of a cloud 
in the sinister corner of the escutcheon azure ; in the second moiety 
a garbe (wheat sheaf) or between two ears of Indian corn of the 
same. 

The 4th quarter, or shield in base ; die Arms of Sir George Car- 
teret Gules four fusils in fee argent, and in a canton argent a sinis- 
ter hand, erect, open, and coped at the wrist gules : surmounted by 
a scroll argent inscribed with the motto " Loyal Devoir/' The es- 
cutcheon flanked by his initials — on the dexter side G. — on the sinis- 
tar side C. — gules. 

The two mottoes of the seal of the Eastern Proprietaries in letters 
of sable, " Righteousness exalteth a nation,'* placed over the 
shield dexter, and " It 's God givbth increase," placed over the 
shield sinister. 

The seal of the Western Proprietaries has no motto. The whole 
within a border azure, charged with the inscription ** Seal of the 
New Jersey Historical Society." Or. 

Dr. Murray, from the Committee on Nominations, submitted a 
number of names of gentlemen, candidates for membership, who 
were all duly elected : and other nominations were received. 

* For this descriptioo the Society we indebted to Mr. S. ALOFsnf, of Jeraej City. 
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On motion of Professor Crosby, 

Resolved, That all nominations for members hereafter, shall be 
made in writing, with the name of the member making the nomina- 
on, and the place of residence of the person nominated. 

Miscellaneous business being in order, the preamble and resolution 
offered by Mr. Whitehead were taljen up, and after some approbatory 
remarks from the President, were adopted, 

Mr. E. B. D. Ogden submitted the following amendment to the 
Constitution — which in accordance with the provisions of that in- 
strument lies over for consideration at the next meeting. The amend- 
ment being offered with the view of having the subject referred to 
properly brought up that term. 

" The Library and depositories of the Society shall be at .'* 

The place being left blank as, by a resolution of the Society, the 
location of the Library is to be determined at the next meeting. 

The Rev. D. V, McLean presented the following amendment to the 
By-laws, which, under the rule, lies over to the next meeting — 

" In the first by-law — to strike out " the first Thursdays of May, 
September and November" and insert third Thursday of June" 

The effect of this, if adopted, being to do away with more than two 
meetings of the Society per annum. 

Mr. Wm. a. Whitehead offered a resolution which, after some 
discussion, and amendment by the mover, was adopted as follows: 

Whereas, at the next meeting of the Society the location for its Li- 
brary and Cabinet is to be agreed upon : therefore. 

Resolved, That a Special Committee of six be appointed to exam- 
ine the By-Law with a view to the suggestion of any alterations or 
amendments they may deem necessary to make them conform to the 
change in the business arrangements of the Society, which will then 
be perfected. 

The President appointed, as the Committee, Messrs. Doane, Duer, 
D. V. McLean, C. King, J. J. Chetwood, and Whitehead. 

Dr. Lewis Condict offered the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That for the purpose of obtaining correct information of 
the early history and settlement of the different sections of our State, 
it is expedient that a Historical Association be organized in each 
County ; and this Society earnestly recommend such a measure to 
the friends of literature throughout the State. 

Resolved, That the County Societies be requested to obtain from 
the most authentic sources, all such information as relates to the 
earliest organization of Townships and Precincts ; the names of 
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«arly settlers ; formation of Churches and Schools, location of Towns 
and Cities, manufacturing establishments ; minerals, water courses, 
mountains ; Indian tribes who were its original inhabitants — ^with all 
historical and local incidents which may be interesting and valuable. 

Resolved, That the information so collected be embodied in a 
written report, to be submitted yearly by each Association to the 
Historical Society of New Jersey at each annual meeting. And for 
the purpose of giving countenance and encouragement in their efforts, 
it is further 

Resolved, That the officers of such County Associations shall, eX' 
officio, be admitted to seats, as Delegates to this Society, and to 
participate in its deliberations ; and each Association shall be 
entitled to one copy of all the publications of this Society. 

Resolved, That the Corresponding and Recording Secretaries of 
this Society be a Committee, with instructions to take such measures 
as in their judgment may be best iidapted to carry into effect the 
object of these resolutions. 

On motion of Mr. Kinney it was 

Resolved, That with a view to a report at the next meeting on the 
subjects embraced in the resolutions of Dr. Condict, they be referred 
to the Executive Committee. 

Mr. HoRNOR having made some remarks respecting prevalent errors 
in various works treating of the battle of the Assanpink, he was re- 
quested, on motion of Rev. Dr. Davidson, to furnish the Society with 
a paper on the subject. 

Messrs. S. G. Potts and J. T. Sherman were appointed to aadk 
the Treasurer's accounts preparatory to the annual meeting. 

Dr. Murray presented for the inspection of the members the origin^ 
Record Book of the Elizabethtown settlers, prepared after the destruc- 
tion by fire of the " Elizabethtown Book,'* referred to frequently in the 
famous Bill in Chancery — an exceedingly interesting memento of the 
first worthies of the Borough, containing all their signatures. 

Mr. Whitehead read copious extracts from the biographical sketch 
of John Fenwick, presented by CoL Johnson. 

On motion of Mr. James G. Kino, the thanks of the Society were 
presented to the venerable Vice President for his interesting Memoir^ 
and for the example set, so worthy of imitation by all the members, 
of devotedness to the best interests of the Society. 

Rev. D. V. McLean, Chairman of the Executive Committee, an. 
nounced the appointment of the President of the Society to deliver tiie 
annual address in Janaary«-*and of other gentlemen to prepare piqiiBrs 
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on Tarions subjects— among others^ the details of the battles of Prince^ 
ton and Monmouth ; historical sketches of the different Colleges and 
Theological Seminaries ; of the Bench and Bar of the State ; of Essex 
county, and Biographical sketches of distinguished Jerseymen. 

The Society then adjourned to meet at Tkbnton on the third 
Thursday of January next, in accordance with the requisition of 
the By-Laws. 



DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER 6th, 1846. 

JFrom the Author. " The Days of Old ;" a Centennial Discourse de- 
livered in Trinity Church, Newark, February 22d, 1846, by Rev. 
Matthew H. Henderson, M. A. 

From Mr. Henry Onderdonkf Jr., of Long Island. '* The last words 
and dying speech and confession,'^ in verse, of James Rivington, 
Printer, on his being executed in effigy at New Brunswick, April 
13th, 1775. 

From Mr. John R. Burnet. Two pamphlets against Rev. George 
Whitfield, (1741,) and an answer to one of them by Sami. Blair. 

From Mr. F. W. Brtnley. An address to the Electors of the County 
Middlesex, February, 1793, previous to the election which estab- 
lished New Brunswick as the County Seat — (Hand Bill.) 

From CoL R. G. Johnson. An original biographical sketch of John 
Fenwick, Proprietor of Salem Tenth. 

Copy of a correspondence between Governor Andros of New York and 
the authorities on the Delaware in 1675-1678, in relation to the 
arrest, &c , of John Fenwick, with their proceedings thereupon. 

From the Author. A Sermon containing a general history of the 
Parish of Westfield, N. J., preached January 1st, 1839, by James 
M, Hunting, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church. 

From the Author. Observations on Military Law and Practice of 
Courts Martial, by William C. DeHart, Captain U. S. A. 

From Nicholas Longworth, Esq., of Cincinnati. Portraits of Powers ^ 
the American Sculptor, and Safford, the young Mathematician. 

From Mr. Asher Taylor, of Red Bank. A file of " The New York 
Gazette, revived in the Weekly Post Boy," for 1749-50. 

Gainers Universal Register, or American and British Calendar for 
tke year 1776. 
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From Dr. Robert Laird, of Manasquan* The acts of the General 

Assemblj of the Province of New Jersey, from 1701 to 1731, and 

from 1753 to 1761. 
From Mrs. Siillwell, of Freehold. Twelve old Pamphlets on different 

subjects. 
Nrom Mr. James N. Lawrence, of Inlaystoum. A manuscript copy of 

Lieut. Wm. Barton's private journal while on the Western Expedi- 

^tion under Genl. Sullivan in 1779. 
A Continental Bill, dated 1778, for sixty dollars. 



MEMBEKS ELECTED 

NOVEMBER 6th, 1846. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 

£iia8 B. Caldwell, Mays Landing. Wm. S. ClawsoD, Woodstown, Salem Co. 

Alfred Dajton, M. D.^ Middletown Paint, 
William Elmer, M. D., Bridgeton. Charles E. Elmer, JBridgeton. 

Joseph Fithian, M. D., Woodbury. 
Rev. J. W. Gibbs, Salem. Quinton Gibbon, M. D., Salem. 

Rev. Geo. Hale^ Pennmgton, Runt. Go. Rev. James J. Helm, Salem. 
James G. Hampton, Bridgeton. 

Jonathan Ingham, Salem. 
Rev. George W. Janvier, Salem. 
Rev. Jacob W. E. Eer, Deerfield. 
Samuel Main, Freehold. Robert E. Matlock, Woodbury. 

John T. Nixon, Bridgeton. 
Rev. Wm. B. Otis, Salem. 
Jehu Patterson, Freehold. 
John Sinneckson, Salem. Rev. James Scott, D. D., Newarh, 

John Tonnele, Ifbrth Bergen. John B. Tufk, M. D., Saltm. 

Joseph H. Thompson, M. D., Salem^ 
George M. Ward, Salem. William C. Wallace, Chatham. 

J^m R. Weeks, Newarh. Rev. Chas. F. Worrell, Manalofan. 

Thomas Jones Torke, Salem. 

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS. 

Hon. Horatio J. Coz, ZanesviUe, Ohio. Josiah F. Caldwell, Esq., Washington Oify* 
Thomas Ward, Esq., Mw Torh 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 
Robert Walsh, Esq., IT. S. Consul, Paris. Rev. F. L. Hawks, D. D., Jl^ew OrUms,lth 
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SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

Laid before the Society, November 5th, 1846, 

FROM HON. RANDOLPH MANNING, 
Ex-Chancelior of Michigan. 

Detroit^ September 14^ 1846. 
Dear Sir, 

I have just received a line from you informing me that, on 
the 3(J inst, I was duly elected a Corresponding Member of the New 
Jersey Historical Society, accompanied with a copy of the Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws of the Society. 

Ever alive to what concerns my native State, her prosperity and 
welfare, it affords me much pleasure to see her waking up, ere it be too 
late, to the importance of rescuing from the corroding tooth of time 
whatever yet remains bearing on her early history. Had such a 
Society been formed with the first settlement of the State, or even half 
a century ago, there can be no doubt many interesting facts buried in 
oblivion and lost to posterity might now be found in its archives. 
But it is never too late to mend our ways ; and, although the Society 
so recently formed may not be able fully to atone for past neglect, it 
will be the means, I trust, of preserving the future history of the State 
entire. 

Please tender to the Society my thanks for the kind regard shown 
me. Your obedient servant, 

RANDOLPH MANNING. 
WiLLiAW A. Whitehead, Esq., Cor. Sec. 



PB0CBBDIN6S OF THB 

GOVERNMENT OP NEW YORK, DECEMBER 1675 TO OCTOBER 1678. 
in relation to the settlement and jurisdiction of 

HAJOB JOHN FBNWICK IN WB8T JBBSBT. 

Cbpied for the Society from the Becords at New GasUe, hy Gol. Robt. G. Johnson. 

At a Council held in New York, \ 
December 5th, 1675. 
The Letter from Captain Edmond Cantwell being taken into con- 
sideratioQ concerning the arrival of Mr. Fenwick and others at 
Delaware with their appertenancea^ 
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V Resolved, that Mr. Penwicke having no order (which if he had, 
ought to have been brought first and recorded here^) is not to be re- 
ceived as owner or Proprietor of unj land whatsoever in Delaware, but 
to be used civilly, paying all duties as others his majesty's subjects in 
those parts, and if he or any of the persons that come with him desire 
land to the westward, that there be assigned them fitting proportions 
as to others, and due return made of the surveys. 

* As to any privilege or freedom of custom or trading on the East 
shore, none to be allowed in any case to the smallest vessel, boat or 
person. 



His Honou Gov^ Edm** Andros's letter to the Commander and Jus- 
tices of New Castle, in answer to their letter sent the 8th of Novem- 
^ ber, 1676: 
Gektlemen, 

I have received your letters of the 8th, by the express sent 
hither, with several other papers and writings relating unto Major John 
Fenwicke'^ actings on the East side of Delaware river, by his grant- 
ing Patents for land and refusing to obey my special warrant, &c. — as 
also touching your more particular afiiiirs ; whereupon having taken 
advice of my Council I have thought fit (it importing his majesty's 
service, and the good and quiet of these parts and Inhabitants,) That 
Major John Fenwicke be sent hither with the first convenience ; and 
M" there be occasion that the Commander and you the magistrates do 
use force in seizing upon and sending him — and there being no lawful 
authority for his giving forth Patents for land, those sent hither are 
not to be returned back for the present, but the persons who have p^d 
their monies for them may have their remedy at law against the per- 
sons that gave them before he departe out of custody. 
' As for Jean Paul Jacquett who has been dispossessed of some land 
on the East side of Delaware river of which he was in possession at 
the last coming in of the English government, he is to be repossessed 
^md you are to take order about it, and (if occasion) the Commander 
is to assist therein. 
To the Commander and ihe Court of 
New Caslle in Delaware. 
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At a Meeting of the Commander and Justices held in the town of New 
Castle on Friday the 8th day of December, 1676: 
Captain John Colier^ Commander, 
Mr. John Moll, 



Justices. 



Mr. William Tom, 
Mr. Foppe Onthout, 
Mr. Jean Paul Jacquett ^ 

Captain John Colier by his speech declared to the Court, that in pur- 
suant of his honor the Governor's orders to him, he had on the fourth 
past sent a friendly and civil letter with the under sheriff to Major John 
Fenwicke, shewing that he had received orders from his said honor 
and desired him to come to New Castle, upon which the said Fenwicke 
sent a letter in answer refusing to come &c. — as by the said letter 
produced in Court more plainly did appear — ^further declaring that he 
the said Captain Colier had been in his own person on the seventh past 
with the said Fenwicke at his house — where coming, none of his com- 
pany were sufiered to come in the house but himself as when he 
delivered to the said Fenwicke in substance as foUoweth — Speech — 

That he the said Colier had not questioned — according to his lei* 
ter sent the fourth past — but that he would have come over with the 
under sheriff, or at least wise have sent a more satisfactory answer, 
but since he the said Fenwicke still stood out by which he had given 
him the trouble to eome over in person, did therefore give him to 
understand that it w^s his honor the Gov*" order to have him the said 
Fenwicke to come and appear before him and Council at New York 
•—which long before he had understood by his said honor's special 
warrant sent to him, and therefore desired him now in all civility 
without farther trouble to obey the said orders — there being now a fit 
opportunity for his going. 

(Major Fenwicke's Answer,) 
Upon which MaJOT Fenwicke replied — 

That he did not know that th« 
Governor of York had any thing to do with him, and that he would 
obey nothing but what shall come from his majesty the King or hia 
Highness the Duke of York, and was resolved not to leave his house 
wiUiout he was carried away either dead or alive, and if any one dare 
come to take him,|t was at their peril, and he would do tlieir business ; 
— ^and after the said Captain Colier went out, sufiered him not to coma 
in again, but keeping his door double bolted, spoke to him out of a 
small scuttle hole at the end of the house. Captain Colier declaring 
further to the Court, that, he seeing that the said Major Fenwicke wa& 
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and continued so refractory and stood upon his defence, and further 
eonsiderfng that the magistrates by his Honor's order were equally in 
the business concerned with him, thought best to take their advice 
before he would proceed to rigour which was now the occasion of call- 
ing the Court <&c. <&c. 

The Court having considered and maturely deliberated upon the 
orders from his Honor the governor, to them and also the orders from 
his honor the Gov" to Captain John Colier in particular, do judge it 
necessary since the said Fenwicke in contempt to his Honor's orders 
stands out upon his Peril, That force be used, and he the said Fenwicke 
taken and sent to York to his Honor with the first sloop, for the doing 
whereof they are willing to give forth their warrant, <Sec. 

At a Meeting of the Commander and Justices for the apprehending of 
Major Fenwicke. By the Commander and Court at New Castle. 
In Delaware. 

These are in his majesty's name to impower and appoint you 
Lieutenant Johannes DeHaes — Mr, Michiel Baron and Mr. George 
Moore under sheriff of this place to levy twelve soldiers out of any of 
the Militia of this River, and with them to repair to the house of Major 
John Fenwicke to bring by force before us to this town of New Cas- 
tle upon Delaware, giving and hereby granting unto you and every of 
you full power and authority to pull down, break, burn, or destroy tho 
said house for the apprehending of him the said Fenwicke — and fur- 
ther to act and use all or any forceable act or acts as the expediency 
of the time shall offer to 3? our Judgement, withall giving and hereby 
granting to you and every of you and every respective soldier under 
you, full power in case of resistance or presenting any gun or guns to 
your detriment, to fire upon him the said Fenwicke or any others so 
presenting or intending to shoot, and if in the case he the said Fenwicke 
or any others resisting shall happen to be killed, you and every of you 
shall be hereby absolutely and freely discharged and held innocent, as 
being done in pursuant of the Dukes Lieutenant's order and of us by 
his honor's order recommended. 

Given under our hands at New Castle in Deleware this 8th day of 
December 1676 — Signed 

John Colier, 

John Moll, 

William Tom, 

Foppe Outhout, 

Jean Paul Jacquett 
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At a private Court held in the town of New Castle, May 9th, 1678, 
Mr. John Moll, ^ 

Mr. Foppe Outhout, ' justices. 

Mr. Jean Paul Jacquett, f 
Mr. Gerrett Otto, J 

The Justices upon occasion of Major Fenwicke's making of some new 
alterations on the east side of the River and other concerns, did thid 
day meet in the Fort, in order of writing to New York according to 
his honor, the Gov" last sent orders in his letter. 

Captain Edmund Cantweli declares that he living in 
New Salem, (alias Swamptown) the 30"" day of A|ml, 1678, \ihepe 
Major John Fenwicke had ordered a meeting of the Inhabitants of the 
east side of this River — he the said Fenwicke did then appoint some 
officers, viz. Samuel Hedge Surveyor General, James Nevill to be 
Secretary, Samuel Winder Register — and declared he would nomi- 
nate and appoint other officers at his leisure, and caused his said 
secretary to read several papers as his Majesty's Patent to his Royal 
Highness, and his Royal Highness to the Lord Berkeley, and a copy 
as he said of the Lord Berkeley as to him the said Fenwicke, with 
several other papers which the attestant did not mind — and after the 
reading of all these papers, he the said Fenwicke demanded in his 
majesty's name the superiority, and the submission of the people here 
as his right and propriety — After his demand he brought a paper upon 
the table in the form of an Oath or some such thing, which several*r>f 
his people or officers signed — After they had done, I told him that tffa 
most part of the people that was there did not know what was read 
— He answered me that they could know well enough to take his land* 
I also told him that there was a small levy laid by the Collector upon 
the people on that side — He said the Collector had no power to lay any 
levy on that side, and said whosoever did pay any levy should forfeit 
their lands and privileges — I asked him if he would bear them out 
and see them harmless- — he said he would give under his hand to an- 
swer it before the King, and said that the people should stand on their 
own defence if any body came to demand it — and also did forbid Mr. 
Foppe Outhout not to act any thing in the behalf of the Court of 
New Castle upon the forfeiture of his estate — I told him that his 
Honor the Gov. had commissionated him the said Mr. Outhout, and 
was still pleased for to continue him. He said the Gov. had nothing 
to do on that side and that he was subject to no man but God and the 
King — ^he also said Uiat he would do or act nothing without the advice 
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of his council ^hich he would nominate very suddenly, with seTdrrf 
iDore speeches which the attestant doth not now remember. r 

Justice Foppe Outhout declares to have been present wiiii 
Captain Cantwell and to have heard in substance the same that k 
hero above declared by the said Captain CantwelL Mr. Michi^ 
Baron and Reneir Vanheist sworn in Court — declare in substance to 
have heard and seen the same as herebefore by Captain Cantwell is 
declared. 

Johannes Van Jimmen sworn in Court declares that 
being present at the house of one GiUis Giljansen at the*East side of 
this river, some tune in the last of the month of April last past— 
at which^ time Major John Fenwicke came there, who demanded why 
the deponent and the rest that were there did not come at New Salem 
(as others did) to acknowledge him, meaning himself to be Lord and 
Propriety of the place — Upon which they answered him saying, how 
they could own him so long as they paid Levy, to wit 12 guilders 
,10 stivers per head at New Castle Court Whereupon he the sai^ 
Fenwicke replied saying, that all those who paid the same should 
never enjoy a foot of land on the Easteren- shore and further saith not 

Right HonV*' Governor 
, Sir, we hope before sight hereof, your honor 

will be safe returned, which happy news we do much long for. The 
inclosed Testimony, and information given us concerning the new 
Alterations made by Major Jonn Fenwicke since his last return from 
j«. York on the East side of this river are the chief occasions of this 
account writing, which said Testimonies we hope your honor will be 
pleased to pursue and give us your speedy order what and how we 
shall act in and about the same. We likewise send your honor here 
inclosed the copies of our former and last order concerning the estate 
of one Francis Barintz deceased, there being several persons who are 
debted to the said estate in this river whereof Captain Cantwell has 
received one cow and twenty skipple of wheat, for which he is ready 
to be accountable to your honor — And Captain Colier a screw guii 
and Captain Billop now securing the same persons de novo who fov^ 
merly have paid, and we being uncertain whether the brother of the 
deceased (who was expected) be dead or alive — We therefore desire 
your honor's order how safely to act further therein. Finally, sincp 
your honor's departure, there have happened several complaints of thp 
country concerning several strange actions of your Commander Cap- 
tain BiUop, which hath occasioned some disputes and differenced 
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between ns and your said Commander^— We know it to be oar ddtjr 
not to safier the poor commonalty to be oppressed » which all to 
relate would be too long* — Wherefore we shall refer that until we 
are certain of your honor's arrival as when we are intended to depute 
one of our Bench to treat with your honor about that and other ma* 
terial concerns — So having no more at present to enlarge, we remain 
Right Honb'" GoV 

Your hon'' most humble subjects and servants. 
New Castle May 9th"^ 1678 

Jean Paul Jacquett, 
John Moll, John Moore, 
Gerritt Otto, Foppe Outhout. 
The superscription was 

To the Right Honb'** Major Edmund Andros 
Esq'* Governor General under his Royal Highness James Duke of 
York and Albany, of all his territories in America, or in his absence 
to the Honb''* Captain Matthias Nichols Secretary and the rest of the 
Honb' council at New York — These— 



Thb letter from the honV" Council at N. York in answer to the 

letter of this Court sent the 0th of May last past 
Gentlemen : Yours of 9^ Instant arrived the beginning of the week 
which not having had the happiness to find the Governor relumed 
was communicated to the Council upon consideration of the new 
alteration made by Major John Fenwicke on the East side of the 
•river — ^perusal of the testimonies and informations given concerning 
the same. They have thought good to make the inclosed order which 
ihey desire you will do your part to see it put in execution (if occa- 
sion) but with as little mischief as may be. Captain Billop is written 
to likewise concerning the same. 

The matter of Frans Barentzen was not well represented by Cap- 
tain Billop to Captain Brockhols, who supposing the accident of his 
death was very lately, and it being likewise intimated that he having 

♦ This "Capt. (Christopher) Billop" ("son of Christopher Billop, Gent of London") 
was commissioned as Lieutenant of the New York troops in 1674. Either for the mis« 
conduct mentioned in the text, or something similar, he was subsequently superseded. 
It is presumed that it was his son, a Capt Christopher Billop, of the British Navj, who 
obtained a patent for a thousand or fifteen hundred acres on Staten Island, and whose 
daughter married Christopher Farmar; better known during the Revolution aa Colonel 
Sillopi hayisg tftkea his wifo*s name on inheriting the estate. [Oor, Sec] 
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no heir, the estate he left did belong to the Duke as an escheat^ he* 
gave orders to Captain Billop to secure what he had, and give aecouiil 
of the same> but upon farther information that the said Frans Ba- 
rentzen died several years ago, and that the court hath formerly taken 
cognizance of the said estate, and the Governor having likewise been 
made acquainted therewith, they do not think fit that Captain Billop 
should any further concern himself therein, but that you prosecute 
what you had begun and give account thereof to the Governor. If 
&e deceased had a brother (as suggested) he can have no pretence 
after the disposal of it ; otherwise a year and six weeks being past 
and no claim made which is the time limited by law. 

There hath been an address from Captain Cantwell in the name of 
his son, resigning all the right title and interest his son might have to 
the estate of William Tom deceased by virtue of his wife, and desiring 
it may be sold at a public vendue for the payment of his just debta^- 
But tho' he may have preference before the rest of the creditors next 
to Captain Delaware who hath judgment and execution against the 
said estate, the Council do not think it reasonable that the said estate 
belonging to Mr. Tom be sold for the payment of his debts, but are 
not willing to alter the course of the law, which gives direction how 
debts should be paid — ^That is, statutes and judgments first — then 
bonds and specialties — after that book debts and other claims. If 
any thing after that shall be left the son of Captain Cantwell may 
have it The sooner Mr. Thorn's estate be sold the better. After 
some weeks notice for the complaint made by the commonality against 
the Commander Captain Billop — we are not willing to intermeddle 
therein, the rather for that you signify your resolution to send some 
of your Bench to the Governor after his arrival to treat with him 
about that and other material concerns. This having as near as may 
be answered the particulars of your letter, I take leave and remain 

Gentlemen 
Your most humble servant 
By order of the Council 

Matthias Nicholls. 

The superscription was to the Justices of the Court of New Caa* 
tie — ^These, 

Here followeth the order of Council sent inclosed in the above said 
letter from New York. At a Council held in New York May 
22*. 1678. 

Upon the receipt of letters frgm the Magistrates of the town 
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of New Caslle in Ddaware/aboQt the altefatioti began to be madrb]^ 
Major John Fenwicke on the East mde of the River where contrary 
to his engagement and parole he hath acted bjr assuming a pretended 
power to himself The same being taken into consideration to pie* 
vent any mischief that majr happen upon that account — ^It is ordered^, 
that a messenger be forthwith sent express to the Commander and 
Justices of New Castle in Delaware who are to give notice to the 
^d Major Fenwicke, that according to his parole he forbear the as- 
suming any power of Government to himself on the East side oC 
Delaware river, or anywhere else in those parts unless he can pro* 
duce more authentic power out of England so to do than he hath 
yet done, which ought first to be made known to the Governor in this 
place — ^and in case of refusal the said Commander and justices are 
hereby required to order him to come to New York within the space 
of •— days to make answer to what shall be alledged against him on 
that behalf and for breach of his parole which if he deny to do, that 
then the said Commander and Magistrates, together with the sheriff 
do use force to seize his person and send him hither without d^y. 
By order of Council (signed) 
Matthias Nicholls 

hi pursuant to the afore standing order of the Council, the following. 
- order was sent to Major John Fenwicke. 
Major Fenwicke, 

We have by an express from New York received 
order from the Honb^*^ Council to give you notice that according to 
your parole, you forbear the assuming any power of government to 
yourself on the East side of Delaware river or any where else in 
tbose parts unless you can produce more authentic power out of 
England, so to do than you have yet done, which if so you ought then 
first to have made it known to the Governor in New York upon which 
we expect your present answer with this messenger. (signed) 
remaining Sir your affected friends 

New Castle Christopher Billop 

.-Juney-167& John Moll 

Pieter Alrichs 

P. S. We desire you not to fail in sending your answer by rea« 

ibn we are to despatch the express back to New York by to morrow 

at night-^The inoluse we rec^ved under coverts by the express,— 

Vale. 

.; The superscription was '' To Major Johu Fenwicke at New Salem.^' 
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The Copy of Major Fenwicke's letter sent back by Thomas Welles- 

ton under sheriff — 

My friends and neighbors. 

In answer to yours of this date concerning an express therein 
mentioned from the Council of New York, to whom my reply is this — 
That the cause of my long imprisonment which is not unknown to 
them was because I would never be persuaded to give security either to 
be of good behaviour nor to forbear acting in that public capacity in 
which I am authorized by virtue of the King's letters Patent the Dukes 
grant to Lord John Berkeley, and Sir George Carteret, and the Lord 
Berkeley's deed to me which were all produced before the Governor 
and his Council by the Commissioners that arrived at York the last of 
August ; whereupon I had my liberty to come home without any ob- 
ligation, and to return the 6th day of October following which accord- 
ingly I did to the hazarding of my life which is well known. And 
the Governor then told me he wondered I did come again and gave 
order I might return hither again about my lawful occasions. . 

It is well known likewise that I was made and detained prisoner to 
the Collector of assizes and by their favor and yours I cannot look 
upon myself to be obliged by my parole to appear with an order from 
the court of assize, the sheriff liberally importing the same and their 
order of Court being relaxed as to five hundred pound bond to be of 
good behaviour and not to act, and my parole no ways engaging me 
thereunto, I am left at my liberty to act or not to act upon the Lord 
Berkeley's interest — and further that if I shall be found to be a trans- 
gressor against the King of England and his laws in the pursuance of 
the peace and good settlement of my Colony, according to his majes- 
ty's formerly declared will and pleasure, it will be time enough for me 
to suffer when I shall be by his majesty's order required to answer 
for myself before him, to whom I am bound to give an account of 
what Judgments or sentences I give concerning the government of 
this colony within this province ; and therefore I desire both the 
council and you seriously to weigh the premises, and be assured of 
this I shall not be found backward to do my duty to the kings majesty 
and every of his subjects, both in time and place when thereunto 
legally required, and accordingly in the interim, I desire to enjoy 
what is my just and undoubted right — the peace of God and his 
majesty the King of England — and do in his name implore both 
their and your assistance therein until I shall be legally convicted 
of being a notorious offender of which I am in the least guilty 
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thereof— and so I can in very much peace and confidence subscribe 
myself 

N. Salem 3d of His majesty's loyal subject — the Council and 

the 4^^ m. your peaceable neighbor and hearty friend 

1678 J. Fenwicke. 

A* letter sent by the express back to New York, directed to the 
honb"* Council — 

Honor*^ Sirs, 

Tour letter by the express of the 25** of may last 
past, we received the 2^ Instant, together with the inclosed order — 
pursuant to which we the day following sent a messenger over to 
Major J» Fenwicke with a letter whereof the copy is here inclosed, 
by which messenger he likewise in answer returned this bis inclosed 
letter which we humbly refer to your honors consideration and that 
yeur honors may not be ignorant, the said Fenwicke doth proceed 
and assunies full power to himself sending on Saturday last bis special 
wotrant With^i)^ 8 persons present, to apprehend one John Eldridge 
&c — and doth by his sieveral evidential expressions declare that he 
will stand out, and that no man shall take him alive — no— not if the 
Governor came himself. What your honors do further resolve about 
him if in, case^directed to us, we desire that it may be absolute and 
sufficient,— foij it is of opinion that he will hardly be taken without 
bloodshed, or mischief As to Mr. Tom deceased, we are sensible 
that there was an execution against his body, but not against the 
estate. Yet in case your honors do think it fit that fhe whole estate 
real and personal be sold — we then desire a more positive and 
absolute order for so doing, and it shall be readily by us performed. 
The inclosed for the Whore Kill, we have sent with the first opportu- 
nity that presented — which is all at present from honb*" Sirs 

Your honors most humble servants (signed) 

New Castle, John Moll 

June ^"^ 167a Jt)hn Moore 

Peter Alrichs 
Jean Paul Jacquett 
GerretfcOtto 
. The superscription was for the honb*^ Captain Matthias Nicholla 
and the rest of the honb*" Council In New York — ^These— 

The Court adjourned their ordinary sitting again until the first 
Tuesday of the .month of October next unless, urgent or multiplicity 
of business should require their sitting sooner.. 
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At a meeting of the Commander and JiutioeB held in the town of 
New CasUe July 17^ 1678 

Captain Hopher [Cliristopber] Billop, Commander 

Mr. John MoU 

Mr, Peter Alrichs 

Mr. Foppe Outhomt 

Mr. Jean Paul Jacquett 

Mr. Gerritt Otto 

Captain Edm"* Cantwell, High Sheriff. 
The following letter from the Honb*" Council was thia day read^— viz 
Gentlemen. 
Years bjr the 5*" by the return of the express sent to you by the 
Council arrived here the beginning of the week — ^but your answer 
gives very little satisfactory to any particular they write about as to 
the order concerning Major Fenwicke : the Council then did think 
and upon serious perusal of the same^ again do find that it was abso- 
lute and fuU^it expressing that in case of his refusal to act in 
assuming a power of government to himself ordering to come to 
New York according to his parole upon your summons that then the 
Commander and you magistrates were to use force to secure his 
person and send him hither — so you needed not any new result to 
he directed to yourselves alone, (it being thought fit to direct it to 
the Commander also) more absolute than the former which the Coun- 
cil think sufficient, so shall not alter any thing therein but leave you 
to answer your neglect to the Governor, who is daily expected, and 
all prejudice or mischief that may happen thereby to lie at your doors 
—they having done their duty— 

The aforesaid letter from the Honb** Council read and the business 
of Major Fenwicke taken into consideration by the Commander and 
Justices of this Court, and Captain Billop signifying that his last liv- 
ing* over at Salem the last week that there Major Fenwicke was will- 
ing to answer the Honb^ Council's order at New York, and that he 
will surrender himself at New York according to his parole— Resolved 
and ordered by the Commander jointly with the Court that Major 
Fenwicke, in ca^e he will give under his hand ))y a letter to the 
Council that he will not act by assuming any power of Government 
to himself on that side of the river or anj^ where else, and that he 
within the space of twenty days promises to make his personal ap- 
pearance at N. Yoik according to his parole, that then he be left there, 

«^inMa 
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but in case of refusal and that he doth not senu a satistactui^ iiiisw<?. 
that then the Commander together with the High Sheiif press and 
take with them so many of the militia as they think fit and with them 
seize the said Fenwicke's person and send him to N. York without 
delay according to the order of the Honb"*' Council 

Folio weth the letter sent to Major Fenwicke 

Major Fenwicke. 

Sir. 

Captain Billop signifying to us that you have 
altered your former resolution and that you are now willing to answer 
the order from the Honb^* Council of New York and that you will go 
there and surrender yourself according to your parole. Now there- 
fore, if you will forbear the assuming any power of government to 
yourself, and within the space of 20 days will appear at New York 
and there surrender yourself according to your parole, then signifying 
so much in a letter under your hand to the Honb'"' Council in New 
York and send the same letter open to us under a covert by this 
bearer, that so we may be positive of your resolution — 
remaining sir your affectionate 
friends — (signed) 

New Castle Christopher Billop 

17 July 1678 John Moll 

Peter Alrichs 
Foppe Outhout 
Jean Paul Jacquett 
Gerritt Otto 
The superscription was to 
Major John Fenwicke 
at New Salem 

These— 

Honor**" Sirs. 

Your letter of 21"** June last we received in answer 
to which we reply, that the occasion of our writing alone the 5** of 
the same month in which to our sorrow your Honors reply to receive 
so little satisfaction, was not that we desired to be only concerned 
without the Commander who much takes the part of and is a great 
friend to Major Fenwicke, but that which was writ then concemiag 
Major Fenwicke we had oiit of the mouth of the said Commander, and 
his not signing of the said letter was by reason the other particulars 
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thereia mentioned concerned him not. By the enclosed copies jonr 
honors will see what result hath been taken by the Commander and as 
since the receipt of your letter^ and since the Commander and High 
Sheriff have fetched the said Fenwicke to this town; and althoMt was 
supposed to be a more secure and better way to send him by water in 
this sloop, yet the Commander thinks it best to send him by land 
which he likewise hath obligeth to do. 
New Castle 24 July 1678 

Your Hon"" most humble subjects and servants 
The Court of New Castle, by order of the same 
Eph^.Herman* 
The superscription was to the 
HonV* Matthias Nicholls and the 
rest of the Honb'* Council in N. York 

Mr. Machiell Baron for himself and in behalf of the other old In- 
habitants of the Easteren shore, this day brought and produced in 
Court — a warrant from the right HonV* Governor Sir Edmond An- 
dros directed to this Court — the warrant being here following recorded 
By the Governor 

vie 

Whereas I have received several petitions and complaints 
from divers of the inhabitants of the East side of Delaware river,, 
that have been disturbed in the lawful possession of their lands and 
tenements there by Major John Fenwicke and others. 

These are to desire and authorize you the Justices of the Court at 
New Castle to take care that the said inhabitants be not disturbed in 
their possession upon any pretence whatsoever by the said Major 
Fenwicke or others, and if occasion, to make me forthwith acquainted 
with the same. 

Given under my hand in New York this 28* of October 1678 
(was subscribed) 

E. Andsos 
To. the Justices of the Court 
at New Castle. 



* Son of Augustus Herman, whose name is associated with the first Indian Grant of 
a largo portion of East Jeraej. [Cor. Sec'y.] 
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JOURNAli 

09 

LIEUTENANT WILLIAM BARTON, 

or maxwell's bbioadi. 

Kept daring Qeneral SaUiTan's Expedition agtinst the Six Nations of InditDa 

in 1779. 

[Eablt in tht spring of 1779, in eonseqnenoe of the bloody ian^j of Wyoming, and 
other similar enormities, perpetrated npon the Western Frontier during the praTions 
reTolntiooary campaign of 78, an extensive plan of operations was deriaed by Q e n ssal 
Washington against the broad and fertile country lying beyond tht westernmost settle* 
■tents of Pennsylvania and New York, occupied by the Six Nations. These tribes, 
from long intercourse with the whites, had acquired many of tht oomforte of ciTiUiBed 
life. Their populous Tillages oonteined scmie good houses^ their fields yielded largo 
quantities of com, and their orchards an abundant supply of fruit 

1b the oommoncement of the war they had engaged to remain netttral, bnt ultimately 
yielded to the seductions of British presents, and their own longings for blood and plan* 
der. Many loyaliste driven from the United Stetes, had taken refuge among them, 
increasing their strength and not lessening their ferodty. 

Into the heart of these villages^ it was determined to lead a fo rot w h ich, overpower* 
ing any numbers th^ could bring into the field, should infliot on themsneh pmiishnitnt 
as their empties deserved. 

The army was to enter the country in three divisions. Tht first or principal 
divirion consisting of three thousand men under General Sullivan, maidiing by the 
Susquehannah, was to penetrate into the ietttemento of the Seneoas ; the seoond, of 
one thousand, to proceed by the Mohawk, under Qeneral Glintol^ and the third, of 
five hundred by the Alleghany river, under Col. Brodhead. 

To the principal division was attached a brigade i^om New Jersey under General 
Maxwell, and to it belonged the officer Lieutenant William Barton, of AUentown, 
Monmouth county, whose Journal, kept during this Indian expeditton, is now iJor the 
first time given to the pubho. Daring the whole of the previous winter this brigade 
had been stetioned at EUsabethtown ; and on the 11th of May it commenoed ito mai^ 
teom that place for Wyoming, the pofaitat which the several corps fi»rming the laigv 
division was to concentrate. At this date the journal commences ; but as Lieui Barton 
passed the greater part of the succeeding three weeks on frirlough at his own honie» 
there is little recorded in it during that period of general interest, and that p<»iion is 
consequently omitted. What follows embraoes the mnaiadsr of the flMBHSoript «z« 
oeptiog some unimportant or onintereoting details.] j 
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Taesday, June 8th, 1779. — ^Took leave of mj friends and set out to 
join the regiment then at Wyoming : arrived at Easton the same 
evening where I found the second and third Jersey Regiments and 
one company of oar Regiment which was left behind to take care of 
the baggage belonging to it, and was the next day to proceed with it 
on horses to Wyoming, 

Wednesday 9th, 1 P. M.-*-AU set out: went but five miles and 
staid the night 

Thursday 10th — went to Blinker's Mills where we were detained 
until late in the afternoon on account of drawing provisions, then 
proceeded within three miles of Larnards, where myself and Doctor 
Harris staid the night The company with baggage before men« 
tioned went on to Larnards the same nignt. 

Friday 11th.-— Set out very early in prosecution of my journey, 
thinking to come up with those before mentioned at the place they 
lodged, as it was the last house until Wyoming, and thought dangerous 
travelling without an escort. On our arrival there found they were 
all gone some time ; we then got breakfast and went on for Wyoming. 
Overtook the Company at Locust Hill so called on account of being 
entirely timbered with it for 23 miles where they had stopped to 
refresh. We all proceeded on our journey again until within six 
miles of Wyoming where we fell in with a detachment composed of 
several Reg'ts which had been cutting a road through from Iiamards 
to Wyoming, as there never was any before, only an old Indian path. 

Saturday 12tb — Went on again for our destined place, and arrived 
11 o'clock, A. M. : found the regiment lying in bush huts on the bank 
of the river Susquehannah. On our way from Larnards to this place 
passed through the great swamp which is twenty miles in length and 
fourteen in breadth, the land as far as the swamp cold, and great part 
entirely barren, but the bottom land much the best : it is impossible 
to cultivate that of the swamp before mentioned from the great quan« 
tifty of stone— its timber is white pine, hemlock, and spruce, of ama- 
zing size and height 

From Easton to Pokono, inhabitants few, buildings mean find mostly 
of logs. Wyoming is situated on the east side of the river Susque- 
hannah, once a considerable town but destroyed in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-eight by the savages massacreing 
three hundred men. The town is said to have consisted of 300 
houses, many of which were frame, but mostly of logs. The inhab- 
itants were from the State of Connecticut claiming then a right, by 
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a grant from the king of Great Britain to the proprietor of the 
same State, The Pennsjlvanians also claimed it under Penn; but 
the New Englanders being more namerous than the others have re- 
tained it — now said to be referred to Congress for determination. 
' The land level, but not so good where on the town stood as in many 
other places adjacent It is on the eastern branch of the river, sixty- 
six miles above Sunsbury and Shamoken — and one hundred below 
Tioga, an Indian settlement This branch is an exceeding fine pret- 
ty river, and opposite the town in midsummer five or six fathom of 
water, as clear as it can be ; some places, below and above shoal 
enough to he forded, about one hundred and fifty yards wide ; and in 
times of great freshets said to rise fifteen feet, overflowing great part 
of the low lands : It springs from the lake Otsago nine miles long 
and five wide ; three hundred and sixty miles N. £. from this, running 
about N. W., falling in with the western branch at Sunsbury — ^The 
mornings and evenings at this place very cool, and notwithstanding 
heavy fogs till 8 and 9 o'clock in the morning, yet the place is said to 
be very healthy. 

23d May — Major General Sullivan arrived with all the troops from 
Easton in six days. 

24th — The regiment began a march for Fort Jenkins, thirty five 
miles down the river, marched to Shawnee Flats four miles, halted 
and took some little refreshment Shawnee was once an Indian 
town, since settled by New Englanders, consisting of one hundred 
houses, but all destroyed in June '78 by the savages, except a few log 
huts — the flatts are very large, supposed to contain above a thousand 
acres already clear, which is exceeding rich and fertile, and the most 
level body of land I have ever seen. Proceeded that night as far as 
Stewart's house, six miles from Shawnee, where we took lodgings for ^ 
that night, it then being sunset 

25th — Marched at day break. • • • • At sunset arrived at 
the fort, where we lay that night near the river. • ♦ » • Fort 
Jenkins is a stockade, containing about half quarter of an acre, one 
very good dwelling house, the best I have seen since left Easton. 
The garrison commanded by Capt Claypole, of Lt Col. Hubley's 
Regt, consisting of about one hundred men ; artillery none, excepting 
one cohorn. The fort situated on a height very pleasant and advan- 
tageous. 

26th, 8 A. M. — The boats we were to convoy got under way ; 
about sixty in number. We soon began our march on return to Wy- 
oming; marched to Nftshepaok falls, five miles, where we wera 



Digitized by 



Google 



S5 

detained tbat day and part of the next ia gettiDg the boats up the 
faUs. 

27th — 10 o'clock, A, M. The boats being all got up with much 
difficulty, and under wa7, (as the water falls about 10 or 12 feet 
gradually,) we again resumed our march ; but on account of some 
shoals in the river which retarded the boats we marched but a short 
distance until the afternoon, when we proceeded to a place called 
Orchard Farm, on account of there being a considerable number of 
fruit trees, and don't recollect to have seen any since our first day's 
march from Easton till here— distance 9 miles. 

28th. Marched early in the morning. At Nantecoke falls was 
detained two hours in ^ getting up the falls, which are very rapid, 
though smalL Marched immediately on, the boats getting up to 
Shawnee, (3 miles) where we staid the night From Wyoming to 
Fort Jenkins, considerable of very good bottom land on the river, but 
the upland appears to be barren. After leaving Shawnee, there is not 
one single inhabitant to be seen to Fort Jenkins^ being killed and 
driven off by the Indians. 

29th^-morning. Marched to Wyoming — arrived about 10 A. M. 

30th. Men were employed in cleaning themselves and arms. 
. July 1st. The army attendc^l the execution of Michael Rousburge 
and Lawrence Miller, from Phillipsburg, near Easton, condemned for 
attempting to convey some soldiers to the enemy. The former was 
hanged at 4 o'clock P. M., the latter reprieved. 

24th. The boats arrived from Sunsbury with stores, in number 
about one hundred and seventeen. 

25th. Five prisoners of the German Regiment were to have been 
executed, and a number of others to run the gauntlet through the 
whole line, but were reprieved. 

29th. The masons re- interring two brothers, Capt. Davis and D. 
Jones, killed by the Indians in April last; the afternoon very rainy, 
otherwise the appearance would have been tolerably grand, as they all 
marched in order with the band of music playing. This day orders 
issued for marching on the thirty-first. 

81st The army marched at 12 o'clock, after signals being given 
by a discharge of cannon from the fort, which were immediately 
answered from the boats, which carried all the artillery and stores, 
excepting some kegs of fiour, which were carried on horses — Gen'l 
Hand having previously advanced about one mile being appointed to 
the light corps on this expedition. The whole proceeded, only our 
Regiment^ which composed the rear guard — having in charge strag* 
4 
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glers, catde, ^e,, wlrich occasioned us to moreb very bIow. After il 
tedious march, came to some cleared fields one mile distant froni 
Lackawanah, then 11 P. M. • • • • • 

August 1st We marched at 8 A. M. one mile. Joined the army 
at Lackawanah, once a small town settled by New £nglanders ; a yery 
rich, flat land, divided by a very beautiful creek which empties into 
the Susquehannah. It is very shoal, but of considerable breadth. 
The flat is said to contain seven hundred acres, having formerly a 
small stockade fort, which surrendered to Butler in ^78. Most of the 
captives were preserved in consequeace of capitulation, but the build** 
fngs and fort, according to custom, were all destroyed. At 2 P. M. 
the usual signal was given to march. Proceeded, and arrived at 
Quialutimmaek about 10 o'clock at night, the path continuing bad, 
country mountainous-distant 8 miles^ Baggage arrived about 1 
A. M., when we encamped. 

2d. We did not march on account of parties being sent out to 
collect and bring on flour, dec. which had fallen from the horses the 
night before, and broke many of the kegs. The land is rich, fertile, 
&nd as flat as any I have seen ; surrounded by mountains, the inhabit- 
ants driven off and buildings destroyed. 

3d. Proceeded to Phillips's farm {d miles) and halted one hour. 
Marched again for Tunkhannack, fording a creek, one and a half 
ftiiles before we arrived there, which was at four P. M. This place 
as usual, is situated on the river ; the few former huts destroyed ; land 
as usual, bottom. This place very remarkable for deer, bears, turkeys, 
several of which were taken by the troops without firing a single gun, 
&ere being positive orders to the contrary ; otherwise might have 
killed many more during our halt. 

4th. Arrived at Yanderlip's farm, or Walnut Bottom, about 5 
P. M. Crossed Mashaw Creek about two miles before we came to 
the farm above mentioned. The flat very rich, timber chiefly black 
walnuty of uncommon size ; the country round continues mountain- 
ous. 

5th. I being that day ordered on the rear flank, did not march 
until ten. Was obliged to march on the top of Uie mountains, which 
renered the day's march very fatigueing and disagreeable. At five 
o'clock P. M., came into the path the whole army had marched. 
Soon crossed a very high mountain on the side of the river; prospect 
iiie most beautiful I have seen. At six P. M. arrived at Wyalucing, 
formerly settled by the Moravians, who were oblged to leave it oo 
account of the IndianSy (but some say they have joined them) who 
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destroyed it hi ^8. it la the best part of die country I have seea 
siiice I left Wyomiog. The hoaaea were built re^larly, numbering 
about eighty, with a ehqrch, priest, dec. Timber chiefly black 
iKralnut, with some batton*>wood trees, which are eight and ten feet 
through* 

6th and 7th, Continued at Wyalueing to refresh. 

8tk After marching two miles, forded a considerable creek. 
Continued our march until three P. M., when we arrived at Standing 
Stone Bottom, which is large and level, and newly cleared, where we 
pitched for the night 

9th. Arrived at four in the afternoon at a large flat called Queen 
Esther's Flats, once an Indian town, but now covered with wild grass 
of amazing length. This is within four miles of Tioga. Out of 
provision, and very faint for want of it; the boats which carry it did 
not anive untU nine or ten o'clock the next morning ; having marched 
fourteen miles willi very little to eat The woods for some distance 
before we came to this place* lu^ chifly white oak, and very open« 
grown up with wild pea vines, 6sc. In this day's march we had 
several cattle killed by falling from a precipice, having about half 4 
mile to pass along one of two hundred feet, and the path very bad. 
At the bottom, luckily, was the river ; the boats on coming up had 
Ihem dressed. 

10th. The Regiment marched with two others at 12 o'clock a^ 
an escort to the Generals, dsc, opposite Tioga. Our Regiment being 
the right flank, was obliged to raise a very high mountain (being very 
hot, rendered it truly fatiguing) to scour the woods. We returned in 
a short time to our camp, where we remained the night 

11th. Marched at seven A. M. for Tioga. The army at nine 
began to ford the Suequehannah, having first fired a few cannon in 
the wood on ike other side fearing there might be some of the enemy 
to oppose us in crossing tJie river ; a little more flian waist deep, very 
rapid, which made it difficult crossing, the force of the current carry<9 
ing several down; happily none were drowned. Proceeded after 
landing about one and a half miles, when we came to ^Kihuga creek, 
which we forded, and encamped in the forks formed by the Snsqne* 
Ikannah and Kihuga, on the ground where the town of Tioga formeriy 
stood. Soil very rich, 4;e. 

12th, On fatigue, cutting timber to bu^ block houses. About 
«U P. M. was ordered^ join ^e Regiment At nigbt in the evening 
the army was in motion and began iheir march to surprise tS faa m o ng 
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an Indian town on the river Kihnga. Marched very slowly on the 
whole nighty sometimes setting down for a whole night, and np again, 
eight or ten yards, until daylight began to appear, when we took a 
start and were obliged to ran a great part of the way, on account of 
its being farther than was apprehended, and our regiment in the rear. 
Arrived, about half past six o'clock A. M,, at Shamong, and found to 
our mortification the town entirely evacuated. About one hour after 
our arrival ••••••♦ 

Gen'l Hand, commanding the light troops, was fired upon from a 
scout of theirs who lay concealed in the bushes. They killed six or 
seven and wounded nine; among the latter were two ofilcers of 
Hubley's regiment Our troops immediately returned the fire and 
charged upon them, but as they lay on a hill, they had time to get off 
their killed ; supposed to be one or two from the blood where they 
were posted. The country from Tioga to Shamong the most level 
land I have seen marching. On the bottom bordering on the creek , 
large meadows seveial miles in length, rich, fertile, and easy to be 
cultivated. Its timber on the low lands, nut and oak ; on the lugh 
lands chiefly pine ; soil very indifferent 

Shamong, an Indian town lying on the north of the creek, consist- 
ing of about thirty huts covered with baik. The Indians who inhabit 
it raise large fields of corn, beans, squashes, potatoes, and pumpkins 
in abundance, which they subsist on in ike winter season, with what 
deer and bears they kill, with other beasts of the wood. Our troops, 
after destroying their huts and fields of corn (which we supposed to 
contain about a thousand bushels) returned unmolested to Tioga. 

14th. The troops lay by to refresh themselves. 

15th. The Indians skulking round our camp, killed and scalped 
one man, who was driving up some horses and wounded another. 

16th. An escort of nine hundred troops commanded by Qea^ 
Poor, marched to join Ceni Clinton, who is on his way from Otsego 
to join us, he having a large quantity of provision. 

17tli« One man killed and scalped, and one other wounded. 

IS&u A funeral sermon preached by Dr. Rogers,* preparod for Ae 
eeeasion, was to have been ddivered at the re-interring of Capt. 
Bavis, dec, but was postponed, on aocoimt of a ram coming od« until 
now, when the masons all gave their attendance. 

20th. This morning arrived an officer and nine men from Genl 
Clinton, who r^orted him, together with Gen'i Poor, about twenfy 
oiiles (tistant 

* RiT. Jo^ RoDOSBS, D. D.,of New Yoik Ci^. ^_j 
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SSd. At 10 A. M. arrived Geni Cliuioii with his boats, stores/ 
^e., when t^ere was a discharge of thirteen pieces of cannon ; boats, 
in number, 210. At retreat beat this evenisg, two soldiers of 1st 
Regiment ran the gauntlet through the whole brigade, who were^ 
provided with each a good whip for that purpose— -the line about half- 
a mile* 

28d. This day orders issued for marching the 25th. About 12 
o'clock an accident happened to a Captain of Gen'l Poor's Brigade. 
He was shot dead from a soldier's attempting to snap a gun, not 
knowing it was loaded. It went off and killed him on the spot 

25th. The fore part of the day employed in getting in readiness^ 
expecting to march in the afternoon. We leave here a great part of 
our baggage with the garrison. It consists of 250 men with two six 
pounders, commanded by CoL Shrieve. In the afternoon it rained 
hard, which prevented our marching. 

26th. At half past 12 P. M., began our march with several pieces 
of cannon, which caused us to move very riowly, as we had formed a 
hollow square, in which the pack horses and cattle were all driven, 
together with the cannon. This day received information that CoL 
Broadhead, with 600 troops, was within forty miles of the *Senakee 
castle, and had destroyed fdmost one whole tribe of Indians by strata 
i^m ; he painted his men like Indians, with cutting their hair, d^c 
We this day likewise received intelligence of Count DeEstaiog's vie* 
tory over the British fleet, and having taken the island of St Vincents. 
This day marched about four miles, and encamped at five P. M. near 
a large flat, on the north-east side of Cahuga <H:eek. This day's 
march through level land, but very poor, excepting the flats, which 
are good, grown up with grass of great heighth. 

Friday, 27th. At half past eight began marching, and proceeded 
two miles in the order of the day before. Halted in consequence of 
their being a defile, vi^iich our artillery, horses, dec, coukl not pass 
until repaired, from 11 o'clock A. M. till 4 in flie aftwnoon. We 
passed die defile* and after marching quarter of a mile our Regiment 
was ordered back to assist the horses in passing, dll 11 o'clock P. M. 
the whole having got up, thoi^h not witibont considerablA deutrudioti 
of the bags with flour and other stores. Then proceeded aboat thrae 
miles, and halted with the army, about one o'clock in the momiag^ 
about three miles from Shamoog, on an old Indian settlement near 
some large fields of corn, said to be pbated at the expense of the King* 
of Britain^ and many smaller ones said to belong to the ladiaas s 
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with beads, iMjOAsbei, poii^oes/^CM on viifeb out icddi^ra fcailed 
aamptaooaly^ it beiag a gooJ aabstitate for bread vrliich waa a acaret 
article with ut. Distance about six mifea* Coarse of march thii 
itLjt N. NW. The coontry as level aa any I haye marched tbroagfa^ 
Except the defile ; chiefly woocb, bat indiffereat* 

28th, Saturday. Contioued marching until 3 P. M. : some amDro» 
ttition wagoas being broke and left behind for the purpose of gather* 
iDg the com and destroying what we did not make use oC Proceeded 
one mile and forded the Cahnga creek at crotch deep*— very radid. 
Marched half a mile forther and re*cro8sed the creek again, where il 
was something deeper than at the other plaoe, and extremely ra{ttd, so 
aa to carry down some of om* men, and many of our pack horses^ 
with die loss of three of the latter drowned, and a very consideraUa 
fi^ss of flour, baggage, dec At sunset arrived at Shamong ; at niso 
our baggage came up. Here we encamped for. the night; distaacd 
three milee. On the oaareh between the places of fording, some In* 
dians were seen and fired on by our flanks^ when they ran o£ Tliia 
day the army was allowed no flour on account of the great quantity 
of com, beans, dee. Course northwest 

Sunday 29th. Proceeded very slowly two mfles, occasioned by th# 
roughness of the way, i^uch we had to clear for the artill^, bag* 
gage, dec, to pass. Here we halted for one hour and a half, until the 
ar^ety, d^c, should raise a difiicult he^ht, at which time an ad^ 
ranced party of our riflemen discovered the enemy throwing up sonse 
works on the other side of a morass, and a difficult place through 
wUch we had to pass. It appears this was intended for an ambus- 
cade, it being on a smafl height, where some logs, etc were laid up» 
covered with green bushes, which extended half a mile On the right 
Wais a snudl town which they had destroyed themselves, making use of 
(he timber, etc in the above works. Moved one mile and a qaarlerj 
after aU was in readiness, and wilhin a quarter of the works, when 
some small parties of riflemen were sent to divert them by firing al 
long diot on their woiiLS. After the ground waa weU reoonnolteredi 
the artillery was advanced on their left. At the same time Coal 
Poor with his brigade was endeavoring to gain their rear around their 
left; Qea^ Hand's brigade was following in rear of Poor. Oir 
brigade was kept as a reserve, as was also Gen. Clinton's, until their 
rear shodtf be gained; but tiwy having a party posted on a very eoHii 
siderable height, over which our right Banks had to pass, we wera 
discovered by them. R-evious to tiiis, some sheila and round idio4 
were thrown among them in thair works, which erased them to givo 
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w w i j theygsve m hhmI ydeoiisjdl and quit ibtir worki, •ftd«A^N>ring 
to preveot Genl Foot's aaeeadng tht li«§^ bjr m loose sosUisrtng 
ire ; b«l ow troops fNfeinng forward villi BMok vigor, made them 
give way, leaviog their dead behmd, (anouDtiiig to ekreii or twelve) 
wyeh were scalped immediateljr. We likewise took one white man^ 
who appeared to be dead, and was stripped, when an offieer eame up 
«id examined him, said he was not wounded, gave him a stroke and 
bi^ him get up; he immediately rose np and implored meroy> and 
was kept a prisoner some tisse. In the e^rening a negro was taken* 
Their number wonnded not known. Two or three of oars killed, and 
&irfy-lbiHr or five wounded. Among Ae latter was Mijor Titoomb, 
C^ Cloise, and Lt Allts. At half aiUr tfiree the firing oeased» 
and the army proceeded one mile and a half to a oonsidsrable town 
ideasantly sitnated under the mountains on the side of the oreekt 
eoosisting of about twenty huts. The nnmber of the enemy unoer«> 
tain^ bat from the best intelligenoe from the prisoners, the whites were 
about two hundred, the Indians five«* They were commanded bjr 
Butler and Brant, who had been waiting some days our approaolu 
It appears their ezpectations were great, from their numbers, litia* 
tion, etc. The prisoners likewise inform us they had been kept on an 
aUowance of seven ears of com per day each, althongh there ii a very 
great abundance of com, beans, potatoes, squashes, etc.. for Mveral 
miles on the creek, upon which our whole army has subsisted for days* 
We had nevertheless to destroy some hundred bushels. Here wai 
fiound a deal of {dander of tbeirs» such as blankets, brass k^tles. etc 
eeeeeeee 

t Monday, 80th* At the request of Mb^. Piatt, sent out a small 
party to look for some of the dead Indians-^^'etumed without finding 
theoa. Toward morning they found them and skinned two of them 
from their hips down, for boot legs; one pair for the Major the othsf 
for myselC On the other side this mountain was a town said to be of 
the^ best buildings we bad passed. It was destroyed by Gen. Poor 
the evening of the engagement. 

Tuesday. Slst Proceeded aboot six miles and halted for one 
hour, destroying a small town oi hots on a branch of Kifasga Creeks 
which we forded. On oar way Oiiber bonit two booses, the best 
bnadiogs I have seen nose I left Wyoming. Here we left the Kibuga^ 
and proceeded four aaaes throogb a level piece of (rfoe land, thinly 
timbered, widi many enuiheny poiids» and lasge flats grown np wltb 
^* «W1 WifMi Mipetei < 
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grass of conaideraUe hei^ili* Enoi^nsp^d oa one of tbes« at 9»m^ 
Wednesday, September Ist. At eight in tke moming cocitiniied 
our march through a level pine lane, as the aflemooQ before, for two 
or three miles, when we began to ascend a moontain, on which we 
marched, ascending and descending seTend different times; th«ii 
came into a very thick Bwmmp, chieflj white and sprace pines. AOter 
marching one mile in the swamp, was under the necessity of haltkig 
for one hour, until a road was cleared for the artillery to pass ; theo 
proceeded after halting, through difficulties of the way, for five mUes, 
in which time we forded a creek, that ran through the swamp, fifteen 
different times. About sunset came to a clear flat, uncultivated, ricli» 
and wdl timbered. Near dark again entered a swamp ; very dificult 
and bad marching, our pack and other horses still increasing th» mud 
80 as to make it impassable, through darkness, etc. Some, howev^, 
attempting it, were mired down with flour and baggage, where many 
lay all night; in this manner the road was strewed for about 4 miles. 
Had the savages airailed themselves of this of^wrtunity, it must have 
proved very fatal to us, for they might with ease have destroyed a 
great part of our provisions, with a party very inconsideraUe. 
Thus continued our march until 12 o'clock at night, when we arrived at 
French Catherine, an Indian towu^ deserted by them a few hours be- 
fore our troops came in ; march as disagreeable as I have experienced; 
sometimes up to our knees in mud and mire, and so dark as not to be 
able to keep the path by any other means than being close to our 
front man. When we arrived, our sttnation still disagreeable, not 
having our baggage or any covering, and in expectation of being 
attacked every moment until moming, — men exceedingly fatigued, 
having marched fourteen miles with fifteen days' flour on their backs, 
exclusive of their other pack. 

Thursday, 2nd. About sunrise a squaw was discovered, to appear- 
anee upwards of one hundred years of age, who lay in the woods. 
She had been left by the Indians the day before, and was so decr^id as 
not to be able to walk. She was, afifcar exanimation, by order of the 
General, put on horse-back, and told to follow her companions, with a 
letter, but could not ride. She informed us that they had only gone 
a little way into the woods, and as they expected us not to tarry any 
tune here, might return again : in consequence of which I was ordered 
out with a party of two hundred to search the woods adjacent, at 11 
o'clock, A. M ., as the army was to lay here this day for the refresh- 
ment of troops and collecting the bOTses and baggage. After 
marching three miles and a half> came to a laige flat, near the 
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Seaakee lake ; proceeded as fiur as we eottM for tiie mire, Aen turned 
about, knowing we were in the wrong path, and sent oat a couple 
of Indians for the purpose of finding the padi, which they did, and 
returned. We then marched through a swamp for one and a half 
miles, and halted one hour; when detached Capt Boman, with fifty 
men, to the lake, when we again marched and ascended a mountain, 
where we had a view of the lake, and then took a circuit march over 
mountains, etc. Returned to camp, after marching ten or eleven 
miles without making any discovery, more than where they had 
driven off a number of horses and cattle, several of which were taken 
this day. 

Catharine is the most important Senakee town we have met with 
since entering their nation. It derived its name from French 
Catharine, who in her infancy was taken from Canada by the 
savages, and became accustomed to their manners, marrying an 
Indian chief, who was said to be half French himself, from which 
marriage she claimed this part of the country. Here she raised a 
grei^ number of horses for sale — its situation a rich flat on the side 
of a creek. The corn and beans raised here afforded us one day's 
subsistence. The great quantity of corn, &c., which is raised here 
more than usual, was occasioned by the British giving a premium to 
encourage them in raising it, so as to enable them to come down on 
our frontiers. 

This squaw likewise said they had a long debate whether they 
should stay and deliver themselves up to our army or not, but at 
length it was determined not, the warriors saying they would scalp 
them if they did. Here was made up a small hut for the old squaw on 
the side of the creek, having destroyed all the huts belonging to the 
place at our departure, leaving her a plenty to subsist on. She ap- 
{beared very thankful when ^e found we did not kill or misuse her. 

Friday, 3rd. Marched at half past eight, A. M. ; for two miles 
something mountainous; then through a very large, level tract of 
land bordering on the Senakee lake ; its timber walnut, ash, hichory 
and oak, by far the largest tract of good land in one body I have yet 
seen. About five P. M. arrived at encamping ground, which was in 
the woods. A short time after our halt some men discovered a corn- 
field ; went to it, and found the Indians had just then quit it, leaving 
corn roasting at the fires, which occasioned there being a scout sent 
out, who discovered some of them by a fire near a small town, but 
the enemy making the discovery previous to this, retreated to the 
town as was supposed^ and the scout returned. This evening, orderf 
5 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 

Vere given for to mftfch at half past iire ia Ihe morniog^ without tb« 
usnal signals. Distance 13 mileSy N, NW. co«r«e. 

Saturday, 4th. In the morning it rained, hy whioh means we did 
not march until half after ten, when we proceeded to Apple town, 
which was on fire at our arrival. Passed it two or three hundred 
yards and halted on a mountain near a eorn^field, which was soon 
stripped of its beans, &e. Here we had a prospect of the lake for 
upwards of twenty miles in lengtii and about three in breadth, the 
most beautiful I have ever seen. In a short time prooe^pded until sun- 
set through a good rich land, much the same as the day before, having 
only two difficult defiles. Distance about 12 miles ; course north. 

Sunday, 5th. Proceeded marching through land much the same as 
the day before, passing two or three defiles, and arrived at an old 
settled place called Kendae, at 8 P. M. It appeared to be the oldest 
town we have yet passed, here being a considerable orchard ; trees 
very old, as are the building, very pleasantly situated about quarter 
of a mile from the lake, on a high piece of ground ; some of the best 
buildings, in number about thirty, with several small fields of com, 
which were very insufficient for all our troope, having drawn but half 
allowance since we left Shamong. A much larger quantity is said to 
be on the other side of the lake, but we having no boats or any con- 
venience, it being about five miles across, could not get any of that 
There was taken a white man, who had by them been made prisoner 
at Wyoming, in 1777. He informed us the enemy had left thb two 
days before our arrival. He likewise said they had a reinforcement 
at this place of two or three hundred, who were very anxious to fight 
us; the others said they had fought enough, and did not choose to do 
any more. In the evening the whole army discharged their firelocks 
by order. 

Monday, 6th. I was sent out with a detachment under Maj. Hoi- 
linshead, for the purpose of collecting horses, cattle, &o., many of 
them having strayed the night before, on account of which the army 
was detained until 2 P. M., when we proceeded three miles, land con« 
tinning rich and fertile as before ; encamped in the woods near the 
lake. Here a great plenty of pea vines, which our horses and cattle 
feed on. This day have intelligeBce that the garrison at Powles 
Hook was surprised and taken. 

Tuesday, 7th. Proceeded about eight miles, haltmg near the outlet 
of the lake for one hour and a half, then crossed it near middle deep. 
The lake is said to be forty miles in length and from two to five in 
breadth, very beautiful, without a single island in it, its course N.W. 
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and S.E. AAer eroMing as before, prooeeikd one mile and halted one 
hoar; having a long defile to pass, was expectbg an attack. From 
thence proceeded two miles through a very thick wood, and came on 
the back of a town a little after sundown^ called Cunnesedago, still 
expecting they would defend their town, it being the capital of their 
nation, bat they were aU fled. The town consists of fifty or upwards 
very good hnts, regular and compact, much more than any we have 
seen before. Here was found a white nude child about three years of 
age, supposed to have been taken from our frontiers. It can speak 
Indian very well, and understand English, but not talk it Victuals 
being given, it appeared to have been nearly starved, and would 
doubtless have injured itself had it not been restrained* An officer of 
ours has taken it with the intention to bring it up* This lake runs 
into lake Kihuga, and from thence into St. Lawrence river. 

Wednesday, 8th. Continued for the purpose of gathering com^ 
beans, &c. 

Thursday, 9th. Proceeded one mile through a very thich swamp^ 
when we came to some up-land, which appeared to have been cleared^ 
and was grown up vnth Indian grass and some ash bushes, over which 
we travelled for two or three miles, when we again entered a swamp, 
which we travelled through Cor five miles and halted on a piece of high 
ground for the night This morning a detachment was sent down to 
Tioga consisting of fifty men, who were to escort all the sick, inva« 
lids, dec. and likewise all the horses that were not able to carry packs. 
TUrty odd were nevertheless left at this place, that could not be got 
farther. 

Friday, lOth. Came to a lake called by some *6enessee, which 
is from one to three miles in width, and about ten in length, and very 
•hallow. Proceeded and crossed the outlet at half leg deep, and twenty 
yards across. It lies neariy north and south. Afi;er crossing had a 
long defile to pass and came to a considerable town of about twenty 
huts, which were all on fire when we came in sight ; marched one 
mile past the town and encamped for the night, near some corn-fields^ 
at 4 P. M. Distance of this day's march about ten miles. Course 
West 

Saturday, 11th. Passed many defiles, the ground being rougher 
tiian any we have yet passed siace we left Catharine, and the up-land 
more indifi(^ent Arrived at four o'clock at Onyauyah, where was a 
large quantity of com. In sight of this town is a lake lying to the 

* The lake and town here referred to must be the same now designsted hj the 
ef Canuidaigaa, wbidi sppeQsUon is conunoa to both. 
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louth; here we encamped. Marched fourteen miles this day, conrie 
nearly west Here was left a small garrison, with most of our hag- 
gage, horses, d^c. 

Sunday, 12th. Came to a small *lake from a quarter to half a mile 
wide and three in length, distance about five miles. Crossed the 
outlet at knee deep, (fifteen yards across) went five and a half miles 
farther and encamped for the night on a high ground newly cleared. 

Monday, 13th. At half past 4, morning, proceeded one mile and 
a half; came to a considerable town, f Canesaah, consisting of from 
sixteen to twenty huts and halted for Uie troops to get some refresh- 
ment and to build a bridge cross a creek; meantime a party of 
twenty-six men, commanded by Lt Boyd, was sent out to a |towii 
about six miles for discovery, at which place he arrived without 
molestation. Here an Indian was killed and scalped by his party. 
He then despatched two men to inform us what had happened ; after 
they had gone two miles they saw five Indians. They immediately 
run back and told the Lieutenant what they had seen, who marched 
on to the place with all speed, when he discovered some few of them 
who retreated ; he pursued and killed one of them. The men then 
went to scalp him, which caused some dispute who should have it ; 
at the same instant the enemy rose up from their ambuscade, when 
the action commenced, but they being much superior in numberE# 
caused him and one or two others to surrender, though not until the 
rest were all killed and got ofi*.§ About the same time, Capt Lodge, 
surveyor of the road, viith a small party was discovered about one 
mile beyond, where the party was building a bridge. They were 
fired on by the Indians and one of his men wounded. The rest ran 
off and were pursued so closely that one of them drew out his toma- 
hawk and was close on the heels of one of our men, when a sentinel 
from the party at the bridge fired at the Indian, which caused them 
all to run of. Major Poor immediately pushed on, hearing the firing, 
and found the knapsacks, d^c. of the Indians, who had all run ofi* on 
his approach. At two o'clock, the bridge being completed, we 
marched on to a town, Casawavalatetah, where we arrived about 
dark, in expectation of an attack, and encamped. Land continuing 

« This lake, and thai also previonBly mentioiied aa in sight from Onyaiijah, are 
doabtltts two of the smaller laies of New York, lying west of Canandaigua. 

t Caniaeah^ perhaps. 

t Ph>babl7 the present Geneseo. 

i Marshall says, that Boyd, with fourteen of his men and an Oneida chief were 
slain, and that he had been sent out to reconnoitre the Indian town of Qenessee. 



Digitized by 



Google 



37 

Tery fertile; at both of these places was a large quantity of corn 
at the former we did not destroy ail 

Tuesday, 14th. Early in the morning was ordered to destroy the 
cortiy which we did by throwing the ears into the creek which runs 
close to the town, and is a branch of the ^Canisee riirer, which 
empties into the lake Ontario about fourteen miles hence. At two 
P. M. marched and crossed the creek, and forded the main branch of 
Canisee and proceeded four miles down to the Chenisee castle, where 
we arrived about four P. M. At this place was Lieut. Boyd and one 
soldier found, with their heads cut off. The Lieutenant's head lay. 
Bear his body; the scalp was entirely cut off; his body appeared to 
have been whipped and pierced in many different places. The other's 
head was not found. A great pan of his body was skinned, leaving 
his ribs bare. 

Wednesday, 15th. The whole army employed until three o'clock 
in gathering the com and burning it in their huts, which were in 
number about eighty or a hundred, and much the largest quantity of 
com I have yet seen in any one place since I have been out Here 
came in a white woman with a young child, who was almost starved 
having made her escape two or three nights before from the enemy* 
She informs us they were in great confusion, the Indians some times^ 
agreeing to treat with us, but it was made void by Butler and Johnson, 
who promised to supply them with provisions. One of the Indians 
at this cocked his gun and was about to shoot Johnson but was pre- 
vented. This woman was taken from Wyoming in '77, where her 
husband was killed. At half past two P. M . we began our march for 
returning, and proceeded as far as the fording place of the creek, 
crossed onto, encamping near the town Casawavalatetah. This place 
very rich and good. Distance from here to Niagaree said to be 
about eighty miles, whither the Indians carry all their furs, &c. for 
sale. They go and return in canoes in five or six days. 

Thursday, 16th. I was ordered out on the advance party, under 
the command of Major Cochran, consisting of one hundred men. 
Proceeded and crossed the second branch of the Canesee river, where 
we remained until the army had all crossed, which was ten A. M. 
part of the troops being employed in destroying some corn that we 
left when there before. We then proceeded to Canexah, and en- 
camped about four P. M. The army was again sent out destroying 
com that was omitted before. In the evening we joined our respect- 

* GeoeMM, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ive RegimenU for the nighty and were to repair to the front of flie 
army at the general beat in the morning. 

Friday, 17th. Marched at sunrise. Arrived at Onyanyah at 
twelve o'clock. There was one lai^e hut left standing, round which 
the garrison had laid up the kegs of flour, boxes of ammunition and 
bags of flour, so as to make it a very considerable fort Round it 
were likewise batteries. This cautiousness was occasioned by prison- 
ers having been taken, and it was apprehended they would extort from 
them our situation ; and they might probably attack that place in our 
absence, as the garrison left was very inconsiderable, a captain and 
fifty men, exclusive sick, lame and lasgr, with one three pounder* 
This by us was called Fort Cummings^ Capt Cummings having th» 
4M)i»aiapd here. 

Saturday, 18th. Proceeded to the Genessee lake and crossed tho 
oatlet, and encamped on the side of it for the night, passing throqgb 
Kennendauque. On our march met three Onnida Indians, who camo 
in five days from Fort Schuyler and brought intelligence of New 
York being evacuated and burnt. 

Sunday. 19th. Proceeded to Kennesedaga. On our way thither^ 
met three soldiers from Tiogo, two days and a half from Newtown^ 
where they inform us is a j lentiful supply of stores for us, with a 
garrison from Tioga. Encamped for the night 

Monday, 20th. Remained until 4 P. M. in consequence of a de- 
tachment being sent down the south of Senakee lake to destroy a towi» 
there, and another down the north side of Kihuga to destroy a chain of 
towns, part of which is to proceed to Fort Schuyler and conduct tho 
bsggage of Gen. Clinton's brigade down to head quarters by way of 
Albany, when we proceeded and crossed the outlet of the Genessee 
lake, and encamped at sunset, having marched 4 miles. At *head of 
the Kihuga is a remarkable salt spring, where the Indians all get a 
aupply of salt It is said that 12 quarts of water will produce one of 
clear salt 

Tuesday, 21st Marched at six A. M. and proceeded three milea 
bom Kendoha, and encamped in a wood at the side of the lake at 
three o'clock, afternoon. This morning was a detachment sent dowo 
the south side of Kihuga for the purpose of destroying soqie towna 
there. 

Wednesday, 22d. Proceeded about fourteen or fifteen miles and 
encamped at 5 o'clock P. M. three quarters of a mile from the lakt 
aad seven from Appletown, at a defile. 

* ProbsHlj ^ pTMffnt Siliasr 
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Tborsdaji 23d, Proceeded tp Catharine town, at which phce wa- 
mrriyed at twelve o'clock, finding the old sqnaw here which was kfi 
as we went up, with a paper that had many lines of Indian wrote 
underneath a protection that was given her bj the General, ^ eon- 
tents of which I did not hear. We likewise found the corpse of h- 
squaw who appeared to have been shot three or four days, which lajr 
in a mud hole ; supposed to have came there since our departure Uy 
take care of the old brute. Who killed her I cannot ascertain, but it 
is generally believed to be three men of ours who were sent up fron 
Tioga express a few days before. At our departure from here ther 
General ordered there ediould be left a keg of pork and some btsetti^ 
&c. for the old creature to subsist on, although it was So scarce an 
article that no officer under the rank of a field officer had tasted any 
since leaving Tioga, and a very scant allowance of hatf a pound of 
poor beef and a like quantity of flour. Proceeded at two o'clock 
«bout three miles through a swamp of exceeding bad road for the 
pioneers to repair them and halted for the army's arrival, which wasal 
five o'clock P. M. ; on a small flat of cleared ground, and enommped. 
Distance of day's march from 16 to 18 miles. This evening we, &e 
advance guard, had orders to march at revielle for the purpose of having 
the roads repaired through a most notorious swamp of five roXoe, 
and appearance of rain, which would render the swamp aknost 
impassable. 

Friday, 24th. According to order marched at day-light and pro* 
eeeded through the swamp, though not without several halts for th# 
Pioneers, when we made a more general halt, for the army to come 
up, after having got through, of about one hour ; then received orders 
to proceed again to a bad defile and there halt for the pioneenei to 
build a bridge, which was three miles from the place where our store* 
were with a small garrison. At three the army appeared in sight, when 
me again resumed our march, and on our approach the garrison flrod 
thirteen cannon, which we immediately followed vrith a like number 
from our advance piece, and then gave three cheers and encamped, 
thinking ourselves happy to arrive where we could once more fully 
satisfy our appetites. After 14 miles march, pretty much fatigued. 

Saturday, 25th. Remained at Fort Reed for those detachments 
before mentioned to have been sent out, to return. In the forenoon 
the army all discharged their muskets, with orders to parade at flvo 
in the afternoon, each man furnished with one Uank cartridge. Ac* 
cording to orders the whole paraded in a line to fire a feu de joie^ 
Nvhen thirteen round of cannon was fired. Then began a running 
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fire of muskets from the right through the whole ; this Bot b^ing 
performed to the Generars liking, he ordered the whole to again 
charge ; after this was done he ordered the whole to be put in readi- 
ness and not a man to fire until he should come opposite him. All 
being in r<tadiness, he put his horse off at full speed and rode from 
right to left with whip and spur^ men all firing according to orders^ 
-which made it rerj grand and caused the General to say it went like 
a hallelujah. After three cheers given for the Congress in conse- 
quenee of their resolutions of the 18th August,* and then three for 
the United States, and thirdly fbr the King of Spain, our new ally» 
and thus the day ended with joy, the oflScers of each brigade being 
famished with one of the best bullocks there was, extra. 

Sunday, 26th. Still remained at Fort Reed. In the morning 
there was a detachment of three hundred Men ordered to be sent up 
the river Kihuga for the purpose of destroying a town or two, but 
was deferred by reason of rain coming. At one in the afternoon the 
detachment under Col. Durbin, that came down the south of the 
Kihuga lake, arrived with two squaws, and inform us that they burnt 
three or four towns. They likewise say they found one Indian and 
one other squaw, the latter so old as not to be able to be brought off; 
the Indian man young but decrepid to such a degree that he could 
not walk. I have since heard it said, the Colonel led one house 
standing for them to stay in, and would not suffer them to be hurt, but 
some of the soldiers taking an opportunity when not observed, set 
the house on fire, after securing and making the door fast. The 
troops having got in motion and marched some distance, the house 
was consumed, together with the savages, in spite of all exertions. 

Monday, 27th. The morning clear. The detachment yesterday 
detained by rain has gone out with an addition of two hundred men 
more, and divided into two parties, one under the command of CoL 
Courtland, the other under Col. D'Hart ; one going up the north side, 
and the other the south of the Kihuga creek. In the evening the 
detachments came in, after destroying a very considerable quantity of 
com, &c. 

Tuesday, 28th. The same detachment again sent out on account 
of a small party being sent farther up, who say there is a large 
quantity of corn yet standing on the creek. About ten o'clock A. M. 
the detachment under CoL Butler came in from the north of Kihuga 
lake, who say they have destroyed vast quantities of corn, and several 
very considerable of their towns. 

* IncrewiDg pay of ofBcen^ Ac 
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Wednesday, 29th. Marched at 7 o'clock ; the chief of tvr stores 
\7ere sent in boats from Fort Read^ it being in the forks of Kihuga and 
Tioga creeks. This fort was built by a small detachment sent from 
Tioga with stores for us by order of Gen. Sullivan, the detachment 
under the command of Capt Read, which occasioned its being called 
after him. We proceeded to Chemung, where we arrived at 1 o'clock^ 
P. M., and halted for one and half hour for refreshment ; then marched 
and proceeded three miles to our old encamping ground as we went 
up, where we remained for the night, much fatigued, having marched 
over rough ground. 

Thursday, 30th. Proceeded to a very difficult defile, there being no 
possibility of passing more than one man abreast, on the side of the 
river, and a very high mountain on the other, near three quarters of a 
mile from top to bottom over which I had to pass, which rendered the 
day very fatigueing. At 3 o'clock P. M. arrived at Fort Sullivan at 
Tioga, when we were saluted from the garrison by thirteen rounds of 
cannon and three cheers, and immediately was a return given from 
the advanced pieces of cannon. • • • The fort is a fine stockade, 
* * * * block-houses on the river Susquehannah and one other 
on the Kihuga ; within three hundred yards of each was an old carry- 
ing place about half mile from the forks of the two rivers. The army 
all passed the fort and encamped ^n our old ground. Soon after the 
officers were invited to the garrison where was a dinner provided for 
them. Joy appearing in every face at our so happy return, having 
marched three hundred miles into the Indian country with so very 
inconsiderable loss, having completed all that was intended us at the 
first formation of the expedition, and much more than was expected 
when we set out, on account of provisions being so very short, which 
must inevitably have been the case if we had not unanimously agreed 
to bring ourselves on hdlf allowatice, on which we continued until our 
arrival at Fort Read. 

Monday, 4th. Was ordered on the advance guard, marched about 
half after eight and proceeded a^ far as Queen Esther's plains, about 
4 miles, when we halted by orders of the commander-in-chief until the 
army should come up, not being determined whether to march farther 
or not, the weather appearing suspicious and wets a little. On the 
arrival of the army it clears away a little, when the General orders 
us to march as far as Wigsaugking creek and there to encampe himself; 
going in a boat we arrived at 5 P. M. The whole of the army did 
not arrive until after dark, when comes on very hard ram and con« 
tinues the nighty and I on guard* 
6 
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Toesdajf 5ih. Tke morning eontbnes clondjr; orders for tlie 
whole army to go down in boats and on horseback ; 1 came on a 
horse as far as Wjalucing and staid the night ; this daj killed a great 
nnmber of horses. 

Wednesday, 6th* Marched at 9 A. M. and proceeded as far as 
Tankhannoch and encamped for the night This day orders came to 
leave all horses that could not be got on, and for none to be kffled. 

Thursday, 7th. I proceeded for Wyoming at daylight, having 
obtained leave over night, and arrived at Wyoming at 3 P. M.— * 
The boats having came in at 10 A. M. an entertainment was provided 
for the officers of the Jersey Brigade and those of Proctor's Artilfery. 
At half-past 3 a cannon was fired for the assembling of the officers, 
and one for every toast, thirteen of which were drank. 

Friday, 8th. In the morning, at 10 A. M., came in the whole 
party of horses. 

Saturday, 9th. This day orders for marching in the morning at 6 
o'clock for Easton. 
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EXTRACTS FROM ▲ JOURNAIi 

KBPT BT 

DOCTOR EBENEZER ELMER 

DuBnra GunauL Sulutan's Expedition. 

[The following extracts are giTen as contdniiig either additional incidents or matter 
voafirmatorj of the foregoing Journal of Lieutenant Barton :] 

June 18th, 1779. • • • We left Easton with the 2d and 3 
Jersey regiments, two regiments of Gen'l Poor's brigade, viz : Scam- 
meFs and Sull/s and CoL Proctor's artillery with six four pounders 
and two howitzers, taking with us the pack horses, &c. • • • 

20th. • • * Mr. Kirkland, Misuonary among the IndianSi 
joined us to-day. 

21st Marched at sunrise, and about 6 o'clock came into the Great 
swamp, which is interspersed with hills and barren pine spots 
throughout, very stony. There are three or four brooks which run 
through it being branches of the Lehigh. In some places the timber 
is very tall and thick, mostly white and hemlock pine, with some birch, 
maple and locust trees. Many of the white pines are 150 feet clear of 
any limbs. At Locust Hill, near the centre, was proposed for our 
encampment, but for want of water we were obliged to proceed on 
clear through, 53 miles from the meridian, [Easton] — course about 
N.W., though the road bears various courses. The last vale of this 
Swamp is called the Shadow of Death. Having come so great a 
distance in such bad roads, the wagons did not get in till late in the 
eTeningi and seveial broke ; some left behind ; many horses tired. 
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some died, and others lost ; lay all night on a bnshy spot among the 
pine knots by the edge of the Swamp. Called Fatigue Camp. 

22d. 2 o'clock P. M., we decamped and marched on through 
a country very similar from that which we had passed over before we 
came into the Swamp, to the 58 mile post Here we encamped at the 
deserted house of one Bullack, by the side of a cripple called Sullivan's 
Camp. The track of some Indians were said to be observed just on 
our flanks, though it is a doubt with me whether they were real. — 
This road to Wyoming from Pokono mountain is entirely new, but 
will undoubtedly become public should that place flourish. 

23d. Marched at 6 o'clock through the woods some distance when 
we came to the summit of a mountain which shewed Pokono, the Blue 
mountains and the hills over Wyoming ; we descended this summit 
near 4 miles and reaehed the foot among oak and hickory on the flats 
About 12 o'clock we came to our encamping ground on the banks to 
the Susquehannah at Wyoming, 65 miles from Easton. The place 
does by no means answer my expectation, yet it must be acknowledged 
that the points and in some places a breadth of more then a mile is 
exceeding good bottom, yielding excellent grain or grass, and having 
such a beautiful river running through it, navigable for boats, makes it 
much more agreeable. The inhabitants are mostly killed or driven 
away and their habitations destroyed. The devastations of war are 
not less conspicuous here than in any place in America. 

24th. Received some flying intelligence that the enemy were in 
force of 8 or 400 at Chemong, and likewise that the Indians were in 
Council. We are well assured that some enemy (numbers unknown) 
have been reconnoitering our strength and skulking in the woods. — 
Spent chief part of the day in fishing. Salmon^ ttout, suckers 
bass and common trout are pretty plenty in the river of which 
we catched a number with a seine. • • • • General 
Hand we found at this place. Col. Courtland's, Butler's, and 
Armand's regiments with the German corps, besides Spencer's and 
Ogden's. 

25th. Five miles from this place on the road, we came to where 
Capt Davis and Lt Jones of this State were murdered by the savages 
the 23d of April last, and their scalps taken ofl*, with hve men who 
were out with them a hunting. A monument is erected on the spot to 
commemorate the bloody tragedy, and the blood of Lt. Jones exhibited 
on a board crying for vengeance. What rendered the action pecu- 
liarly inhumane was Ihat the scalps were all taken ofl* by a squaw, 
consort to a Bachem^ and that of some while they were alive; enough 
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methinks to make any of the sex possessed of natural sensibility shudder 
at the thought and even the hardy male to reprobate it with horror. 

27th. Being Sunday, Mr Hunter gave us a sermon from the first 
Psalm, in the woods. 

28th. A dance on the green in the evening. 
29tL This morning 34 boats arrived at this place from Sunbury 
with flour, beef, and military stores. This was very fortunate as there 
was not one day's provision in the stores, after all their great spunk in 
furnishing the army with provision for the campaign. Through 
neglect and carelessness in the commissaries, great quantities of beef 
was so damaged that the men could not possibly eat it. Such ras- 
cally conduct ought to meet with the severest punishment. The 
horses purchased for this expedition, for want of care in the conductors, 
are many of them lost. • • • • • 

July 1st Michael Rosborough, of Sussex County, New Jersey, 
having been sentenced to suffer death by a Court Martial, held at 
Easton, whereof Gen'l Maxwell was President, for enticing soldiers 
to desert to the enemy, and offering his aid to conduct them away, was 
executed at this place to-day. Lawrence Miller of tiie same place, 
sentenced by the Court to suffer likewise was reprieved under the 
gallows and expressed every token of repentance before and true thank- 
fulness afterwards. But the poor wretch who was executed appeared 
to leave the world with that careless stupidity of his future state which 
had before marked his life; dreadful thought! 

2d. Col. Armand's independent corps, being directed by his 
Exellency Geni Washington, to repair to Head Quarters, left this 
place for that purpose this morning, with whom went CoL Brearly, 
who is going to officiciate as Chief Justice in the State of New Jersey. 
3d. In the afternoon most of the subalterns met at the ColoneF^ 
marquee to take a drink. After several toasts had gone round, being 
Saturday night, they agreed to drink sweethearts and wives on honor. 
The following ladies were toasted : 

Miss H. Burnet, by Lt. Jno. Peck. 

" S. Burnet, by Lt. Dan'l Lane. 

" Abby Wheeler, by Mr. Wm. Shute. 

" Mimey Baldwin, by Lt. Osmun. 

** P. Weaver, by Li Weyman. ^ 

'* Phebe Atwood, by Lt. S. Shute. 

" N. Shreve, by Lt Shreve. 

" P. Johnson, by Lt Appleton. 

« N. McWhorter, by Dr. M. Elmer. 
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Mrs. Jelpb, by Dr. E. Elmer. 
" Foster, by Lt Halsey. 
4th. At 10 o'clock the troops went to attend divine service. Mr. 
Haater preached a very good sermon from Heb. z : 13th verse. Five 
o'clock Mr. Kirkland preached to the inhabitants and some gentlemen 
from vL Matt 13th verse. This morning near 30 boats went down 
the river after provisions. The hands enlisted for the purpose of navi- 
gating the boats having mostly deserted and left them, we were obliged 
to turn out a conmiand for that purpose. 

• ••••••• 

9tL Friday 43 boats loaded with stores, provision, dec., arrived at 
this place ; with them came up CoL Hubley's regiment of foot, being 
the one formerly commanded by Col. Hartley. These stores however 
were found insufficient for the expedition, wherefore Capt Cummings 
was ordered out with a party to go down to Coxes Town after flour, 
who set out just before night CoL Dayton, Capt Mitchel, and some 
others arrived here to-day, by whom we received the Jersey Paper of 
the 23d and 30th ult., with some private letters and intelligence that 
the enemy had desisted from their attempt on Fort Clinton. 

12th. Information being received that 300 Indians are down on 
this quarter, a command was ordered out this morning through the 
Swamp with one field piece to endeavor to bring them to action and 
protect the stores which are coming up. Yesterday Serg't Brown 
arrived with letters from Newark ; he came with some continental 
wagons loaded with provision, dz;c. A command to set out to-morrow 
morning down the river to fall in with the Indians from that way if 
they be thither. 

13th. The command ordered out last evening set off this morning. 
Major Conway commanded it 

15th. Played Shinney with Genl Maxwell, Cd. Dayton and a 
number of gentlemen. 

16th. Played as yesterday ; Gen'l Snllivan attended and was mnch 
pleased with our activity in die perTohnaticeT '^ ""^ 

17th. Dined with Genl Sullivan. A very considerable number of 
gentlemen were present and we were entertained with a great plenty 
of good punch. 

18th. Being Sunday Mr. Hunter gave us a sermon irom John 
vL 68. 

19th. The party who went after the deserters which left the 
German regiment some days ago, returned this evening widi 25 of 
them, which they took at tbe gap of the monotain. 
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IS^thk Captain Bowman arrived lo-day from his command at 
Brincker's Mills and brought with him TIO head of cattle for the 
army here ; a number of horses also arrived. Serg^ Jones with the 
party which accompanied him to Wyalacing returned without dis- 
covering any parties at all. They returned in 2S hours. 

21st We received at this place the following agreeable intelll« 
^nce, viz : that Gen'l Wayne with a party of light infantry on the 
night of the 15th instant, surprised and took the garrison at Stony 
Point, consisting of British, Scotch and new levies, commanded by 
Col. Johnson, consisting of about 600, with 1 6 pieces of artillery, 
baggage, stores, dz;c. We had only 5 killed. Maj. Ogden arrived 
from Elisabethtown with a number of letters. At evening ike Jersey 
stores arrived here. 

23d. Set out on command with the regiment to meet the boats at 
the falls 4 miles below the Shawnee Flats; arrived there with all the 
boats and continued at the place all night 

24th. After sedng the boats aU safe over the falls in the morning 
we set out for camp ; halted and dined at the flats, and then, after 
fording the river, went into camp. The Geni returned his thanks in 
general orders to the officers and soldiers who were employed in for« 
warding up the stores; and gave orders for preparing to march on 
Wednesday next 

26th. All hands dined at the Colonel's to*day, and after dinner we 
took a hearty game at Bandy Wicket 

27ih. Five men belonging to the German battalion being sentenced 
by a general Court Martial to be shot to death for desertion, and 
approved by the General, were ordered to be executed this day, but 
wwe reprieved. 

28th. Went down to the Flats to dress a man who was wounded 
by the Indians, fie was hunting 16 milles from home and setting by 
the root of a tree received a ball through his side from a person very 
near him and upon rising received another in his thigh from a distance. 
Notwidistanding his two wounds he got clear, they fearing to follow 
him. He supposed there were 4 or 5. 

81st Left Wyoming about 12 o'clock and marched 10 miles to 
Lacanawanunk river, which we crossed and encamped on the upper 
banks. The boats were not able to get up with us on account of Ae 
falls. Rainy night 

August 1st, 1779 ; Lord's Pay. Af>er waiting till 2 o'clock, P. 3f,, 
for til e Uoati? lo get up and tiie tents to dry, we decamped and triivelied 
on ; passed by a very grand and carious cataract whiob proceeded 
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from a spring on the top of the moantain. It is divided into three 
distinct falls not less than 20 feet each. We passed very dlfficak 
rocky ways, through one old farm and on the second flat encamped 7 
miles from our old station. The place is called Quilutinac. 

3d. Left Quilutinac at 7 o'clock and marched over hills and dales, 
rocks and mountains, through a country diversified with almost every 
appearance but that of cultivation. We marched 12 miles to Tunka- 
nunck river, which we crossed, and encamped on a level on the apper 
side. 

4th. Marched at 7 o'clock, A. M. Country much as yesterday. 
Precipices to rise very steep ; exceedingly stony and dangerous.— 
Several horses have fallen and broken everything at these places in the 
course of our march. After some time we came to a long flat, the 
lower part of which is well timbered ; particularly famous for walnut 
trees, hence called Walnut Swamp. Many of them are 4 feet over 
and 30 and 40 feet clear of limbs. The upper part of the flat is an 
old farm where we halted. The land in all these places is fully equal 
to any I ever saw, but they are in general small, many of them not 
consisting of more than 20 acres. The inhabitants are all gone, not 
one from Wyoming upwards to be seen ; many went to the enemy, 
the others were killed by the savages. We marched this day 14 miles 
to Vanderlip's farm. 

5th. Left Vanderlip's farm at 01/o'clock and proceeded on our 
march. At 12 we passed Tuscarora river and so on through an open 
woody country on the top of the mountain. This day we were alarmed 
on our march by some people on a head discovering the flank guards 
and supposing them to be Indians. The troop was beat and a solid 
column formed soon after: however the mistake was found out and 
we went on. After descending the high precipice we reached the 
lower part of Wyalucing Flats. Remarkable large timber in the wilds ; 
button trees frequently 6 feet over, and others very large. About 6 
o'clock we came to our encamping ground at Wyalucing. The boats 
arrived at evening. Most extraordinary clover and spear grass 
throughout the cleared land. Soon after we arrived, Serg't Martin 
Johnson died, after marching all day. He was a very hard drinker. 

6th. In order to refresh the men and cook provision we remained 
this day on our ground. The flat at this place contains about 1,000 
acres, part of which is cleared, and the most of it full of spear and 
English grass. Rainy night. 

7th. On account of the wetness of the morning the army remained 
on the former ground all this day. 
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8th. Set out on oar march at six o'clock. At the upper end of the 
flat passed a creek called Wyalucing Creek. Passed this day over one 
very large mountain, the rest of the road was tolerably leveL We 
marched about 12 miles to a flat, which however was far from being 
^ual to the former — one little pasture, mostly weeds and bushes. The 
place is called the Standing Stone. Gen'l Sullivan by reason of indis- 
position, went on board the boats, Gen'l Maxwell commanding the 
army. It is 53 measured miles from Wyoming to Wyalucing. 

9tL Drisly morning. Marched from the Standing Stone at 7 
o'clock, and proceeded up the river till we come to Sheshecununk 
Plains; marched on to the upper part on a flat of about 1,000 acres, 
with very large wild grass, three miles from the mouth of the Tioga 
Creek. This day we passed through a plain known by the name of 
Rush or Long Bottom. Having marched near 12 miles we arrived late 
and much fatigued, but the boats remained 4 miles in our rear all 
night, being unable to reach us. No enemy to be seen though some 
bttts was observed. Rainy in the night, 

10th. Boats arrived about 9 o'clock, A. M. Provision was drawn ; 
3 regiments set out for Tioga ; the remainder of the army continued 
on the former ground. The Generals went up with the party to 
reconnoitre the place. The whole returned P. M. - They found a 
cow over the river and brought her off*. Some fresh tracks were 
observed but no Indians to be seen. 

11th. Crossed the river and sending our regiment and 2d New 
York do. to cover the crossing of the army, they all got safe over. 
We marched up to Tioga branch, forded that, and encamped a little 
above on the main branch, called the North branch. Queen Esther's 
Palace stood on the lower side of the Tioga branch, where is a large 
plain similar in appearance to that we came from on the other side of 
the river. Here I enquired of the surveyor and found that the dis- 
tance from Wyoming to be 80 miles, consequently 145 from the 
meridian, course N. W. by W. Our camp is fixed on a pine ridge 
between the main and Tioago branch, but near the former. Opposite 
on the other side of each branch is considerable of a mountain which 
overlooks all the plains. The buildings here were mostly destroyed by 
Col. Hartly last fall, and the place has been but very little frequented 
by the Indians since, only being crossed on their tours down the 
country. The old brush encampments were found below and burned. 
Probably they were made by the party which was down at Wyoming 
last April. The horrors of a wilderness with the beauties of fertile 
nature are blended in our prospects at this place. 
7 
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ISth. Capt Cummings who went out with Li Jenkins of Hatid'i 
brigade, and 6 men of our regiment who went out last evening to recon* 
noitre Chemong, returned about 3 o'clock P. M., and by the report 
which they brought of the moving situation of the Indians, it was 
thought proper to move after them this evening. Accordingly flt 
dark all the well and hearty men of the army with one day's provision 
cooked and otherwise light, paraded, leaving the invalids and some 
officers, Genl Maxwell to command, with the guards standing. Col. 
Proctor with a column went likewise, leaving the rest of his regiment 
behind. At 10 o'clock we marched in the following order : GenT 
Hand in front, Gen'l Poor with his brigade followed by the right, and 
Gen'l Maxwell's, commanded by Col. Dayton, followed in the rear by 
the left By reason of the dark defiles which we were to pass, the day 
appeared by the time we had got 7 roilep on our way. After which 
we proceeded with all possible rapidity and arrived at their castle, 
about 14 miles, at about 7 o'clock, A. M. We found them forsaken, 
but by the scattered situation of their effects which were left, we had 
reason to suppose they went off very precipitately. Burning their 
dwellings and destroying their patches of corn and garden stuff was 
immediately fallen upon ; Gen'l Hand in the mean time proceeding on 
with intent to catch them if possible. After marching about 2 miles 
he was fired upon from a very secure ambuscade. He immediately 
nished up and dispossessed them of their fortress, but by their rapid 
and scattered retreat he was able only to wound one before they were 
entirely out of reach. In this skirmish Col. Hartly's regiment which 
was in front had 6 killed and 9 wounded ; among the latter was one 
Captain and one Adjutant The army moved on to the place but could 
effect nothing. The bells of the cattle were heard ahead but we could 
get none. After this our regiment and three others were sent over the 
river to destroy some corn ; while they were doing this, all hands 
carelessly at work, they were fired on across the river. The men in 
confusion, alt they could do was to get off. Finding it impossible to 
catch them, after destroying all we could, we marched off for Tioga. 
On this side was a large patch of corn which we left standing till we 
should go up again. The whole of their corn, beans and potatoes, I 
judge was near 200 acres. The number of Indians which harrassed 
us was about 50 which served to afford time for their cattle to get oC 
We arrived in camp at dark, much fatigued, on the 14th. 
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NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
Vol IL 1847. No. 3. 

Trenton, January 2\st, 1847. 
The Society met in accordance with their by-laws ; the President 
in the Chair: Vice Presidents Vroom and Parker being also 
present . 

The Corresponding Secretary laid before the Society letters from 
ttie Historical Society of Pennsylvania, from the Historical Society 
of the University of North Carolina, from Col. Robert G. Johnson, 
first Vice President, stating that indisposition prevented his attend- 
ance, and from Messrs. Thomas Ward, of N. Y., J. F. Caldwell, 
of Washington City, and others, in acknowledgment of their elec- 
tion as corresponding or resident members. 

A gratuity to the funds was acknowledged from R. T. Haines, 
Esq., of Elizabethtown, and various donations to the Library from 
individuals and Societies. 

Mr, Thomas J. Stryker, the Treasurer, presented his annual 
report of receipts and expenditures, showing a balance in his hands 
of $510 60, and stating that the sum of $600 was still due from 
members for admission fees and annual dues. 

Rev, D. V. McLean, Chairman of the Executive Committee, read 
their annual report, showing the progress of the Society during the 
year. Only one member had died, (Mr. A. G. Nafie, of Monmouth,) 
143 Resident members, 18 Corresponding members, and 7 Honorary 
members had been added. Since the last annual meeting, the first 
Tolume of the Society's Collections had been published, the second 
was nearly ready, and three numbers of the Society's quarterly 
publication had been issued ; but to ensure a continuance of this 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 

publication, farther sabscriptions were required. Considerable addi- 
tions had been made to the Library by donations and purchases, bat 
for want of a proper depository, a considerable number of the volumes 
were necessarily yet in the original boxes. The proposition submit* 
ted at the last regular meeting by Dr. Lewis Condict, of Morris, 
was referred to by the Committee, as follows : 

" At the late quarterly meeting of the Society, the subject of the 
formation of County Associations, for the purpose of collecting 
historical information, was presented, to some extent discussed, and 
was referred to the Executive Committee, with instructions to report 
at the present meeting. 

After giving the subject all the consideration which our time and 
opportunity have permitted, we are constrained to doubt the expedi* 
ency or utility of organizing such associations. Our State is smaU, 
and the meetings of the State Society at no time can be so remote as 
to preclude the attendance of those who feel much interest in the objects 
of the Society. The organization of County Societies woitld not be 
likely therefore to secure the co-operation of any except such as 
would unite with the State Society. And when it is remembered 
that a large portion of them are professional men, and men who devote 
much time and attention to matters of Education and other publie 
benevolent enterprises of the day, it is scarcely to be expected that 
they can give that additional time and attention necessary to sustain 
efficiently such associations when formed. 

In most cases the time and attention devoted to the County Asso- 
ciations, would be so much withdrawn from the State Society, and 
if the attendance and interest of a large number of our active mem- 
bers are withdrawn from the Society, it will not be difficult to predict 
the effect. 

But further : if such associations were formed and sustained with 
efficiency, there would necessarily be established County Depositories 
for historical collections of every character, and this would most cer- 
tainly prevent further contributions to the State Society. All we 
would obtain would be a meagre written abstiact of the information 
in the several county depositories. 

Besides, it is believed that all the objects of such associations can 
be secured without them, through the agency of the members of this 
Society residing in the different counties. We are inviting and re^ 
ceiving the very same books, pamphlets and manuscripts, from aQ 
sections of our State, which would be received by the county associa- 
tions, and the Executive Committee have already appointed individ* 
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-uals in three counties to prepare a history of their respective counties 
*— and it is our intention as soon as we can secure suitable persons, 
to make appointments for the other counties of our State. In this 
way we hope to be able to accomplish essentially all that could be 
accomplished by local associations^ and we are theretore constrained 
to give our opinion against the plan.'' 

Rev. Dr. Murbay, from the Committee on Publications, reported 
that the '* Life of William Alexander, Earl of Stirling, Major General 
during the Revolution/' by his grand-son, the Hon. Wm. A. Duer, 
would be published in a few days — forming the second volume of the 
Society's Collections, uniform with the History of East Jersey. It 
would contain about 300 pages, be illustrated by five plates of battles* 
and a portrait of Lord Stirling. 

The Committee expressed their obligations to Prof. Jared Spai^s, 
an Honorary Member of the Society, for the liberal manner in 
which he had granted the use of the plates which illustrate the work. 
They also reported that in compliance with the directions of the Soci* 
ety, they had procured the die for the Seal of the Society, and im* 
pressions were presented for the examination of the members. 

In connection with this, the Corresponding Secretary exhibited a 
beautifully executed drawing of the Seal, enlarged and properly em- 
blazoned, which had been made and presented to the Society by Mr. 
S. Alofsbn, of Jersey City. 

The recommendations and views of the Committee were adopted, 
and on motion of Prof. John Maclean, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be communicated by the 
Corresponding Secretary to Professor Sparks for his liberality in 
furnishing the Society with the plates used in illustrating the second 
volume of their Collections, and that a copy of the work, with other 
publications of the Society, be transmitted to him. 

Mr. Wm. B. Kinney, from the Committee on Purchases, presented 
a list of various interesting works which had been secured since the 
last meeting. 

Mr. W. A. Whitehead, from the Committee appointed at the 
last meeting to revise the Constitution and bylaws — submitted for 
insertion on the Journal to be acted on at the next meeting the 
following amendments-— 

" In Art IV. of the Constitution, after the word Secretary, instead 
of * and an Executive Committee of Nine,' insert the words ' and 
there shall he an Executive Committee composed of nine members of 
the l^ocietj^f in addition to the above named officers who shall be 
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members ex-ojlcio/ " — And in Art. VI. instead of the words, " or 
the payment of thirty dollars on admission shall constitute a Life 
Member/' — insert " or the payment of twenty dollars at any one time 
shall constitute a Life Member'* 

The amendment to the By-law offered by the Rev. D. V. McLean, 
at the last meeting respecting the times of meeting of the Society, 
was taken up. 

Mr. W. A. Whitbiiead moved to amend the amendment proposed 
80 as to read as follows : '' Meetings of the Society shall be held on 
the third Thursday of January in Trenton, and on the fourth Thursday 
of May in Newark, and on such day of September and at such place 
as the Society may from time to time designate ;" which was accept- 
ed by Mr. McLean and adopted by the Society. This arrangement 
leaves only one meeting migratory during the year, and lessens the 
number from four to three. 

Dr. Murray, from the Committee on Nominations, submitted a 
report presenting favorably the names of several gentlemen as candi- 
dates for membership, who were ballotted for and elected, and farther 
nominations were received. 

The President appointed Messrs. W. A. Duer, J. J. Chetwood, 
Dr. Cogswell, A. B. Paterson and S. G. Potts a Committee to nomi- 
nate officers for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Stryker offered the following resolution- — 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be directed to invest the 
sum of $500 of the money in the Treasury in stock or other 
securities. 

After some debate the resolution was withdrawn ; the opinion being 
generally expressed that all the funds of the Society not wanted for 
the current expenses should be appropriated to the purchase of books. 

Hon. Garret D. Wall, after some introductory remarks, offered 
the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Society recommend to the people of New Jersey 
to form a Society of the Sons of New Jersey, the annual meeting of 
which shall be held on the anniversary of the discovery of New Jersey 
by Hudson, and the object of which shall be to celebrate the lives and 
virtues of the founders of New Jersey, and to keep in mind the great 
objects which they invariably had in view — the establishment of civil 
freedom and religious toleration. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to carry the 
foregoing resolution into effect. 

The hour of two o'clock P. M. having arrived, the resolutions wer& 
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laid on the table^ to enable the Society to listen to the annual AddreM^ 
"which was delivered by the President. After which : 

On motion of Hon. Wm. A. Duer, Mr. Parker^ Vice President, 
took the chair — when the thanks of the Society were directed to b# 
presented to Judge Hornblower for his interesting address^ and a 
copy requested for publication. 

. On motion of Rev. D. V. McLean^ the Society took up the amend, 
ment to the Constitution offered by Mr. E. B. D. Ogden^ at the last 
meeting, viz : 

''The Library and depositories of the Society shall be located 
at .'' 

Dr. Murray moved to fill the blank with Newark* 

Professor Maclean moved that it be filled with Trenton, 

A long debate ensued upon the claims and advantages of the two 
places ; and the discussion was prolonged to so late an hour that many 
of the members, who had attended from a distance under the ezpecta* 
tion that the subject would be disposed of at this meeting, finding 
there was no prospect of a decision in time to admit of their return 
home, finally yielded to motion by Mr. Wall, and the question was 
laid upon the table by a close vote — several propositions previously 
made for a postponement having been lost 

At 5 o'clock the Society adjourned for dinner, and a large number 
of the members left the place. 

At 6^ P. M. the Society again convened: the President in the 
Chair. The Secretaries bei^g absent. Dr. John S. Condit was 
appointed Secretary pro tem» 

Judge Due R, from the Committee appointed to nominate officers 
for the ensuing year, presented the following names : 

For Presideni^JOSEFH C. HORNBLOWER. 

Vice-Presidents — Robert G. Johnson^ 
Peter D. Vroom, 
James Parker. 

Corresponding Secretary — William A. Whitehead, Newark. 

Recording Secretary — John S. Condit, Newark 

Treasurer — Thomas J. Stryker, Trenton. 

Members of the ExeciUive Committee — Messrs. D. V. McLean, of 
Freehold ; William B. Kinney and Archer Gifford, of Newark | 
Nicholas Murray, Elizabethtown ; Littleton Kiukpatrick, New 
Brunswick ; John Maclean, Princeton ; Stacy G. Potts, Trenton; 
George W. Doane, Burlington, and E. B. D. Ogden, of Paterson. 

On motion, these gentlemen were declared duly elected. 
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Tho President announced the Standing Committees for the year M 
follows : 

On PuUications — Messrs. Duer, Murray, Chas. King, Cooley, J. 
S. Condit, Wm. B. Kinney, Wm. A. Whitehead. 

On Purchases^Wm. B. Kinney, J. J. Chetwood, D. V. McLean, 
Doane, and Mickle. 

On Statistics— -Wm. A. Whitehead, S. G. Potts, Bradley, J. P. 
Jackson, and A. Q. Keasbey. 

On iVb/»iiia/ion*— Messrs. Murray, J. S. Condit, and Professor 
Maclean. 

Bishop DoANB moved that the question of the Library location, 
laid upon the table during the afternoon session, be taken up, for the 
purpose of postponing it to the next annual meeting. 

Mr. J. P. Jackson moved that the consideration of Bishop Doane'a 
proposition be postponed, to enable him to submit the following reso* 
lution : 

Resolved, That a special meeting of the Society be held in Trenton 
at the expiration of a month, for the purpose of determining the loca- 
tion of the Library. 

This resolution was lost, 20 to 18. 

Bishop Doane's proposition was then taken up. 

A division of the subject was called for, whereupon the question 
was put—-" Shall the subject of the Library location be taken up f* 
Carried, ayes 21, nays 17. 

The President then announced the question to be on the motion to 
postpone the subject to the next meeting. 

Mr. C. Pabker moved to adjourn. Lost 

The question was then put and carried — ayes 21, nays 19. 

Judge DuEE gave notice of an additional article of the Constita* 
tion to be acted on at the next meeting, as follows : 

The Library and Cabinet of the Society shall be located in the city 
of Newark in the county of Esseic 

G^n. Wall's motion relative to the establishment of a Society of 
the Sons of New Jersey was called up, and after some discussion, it 
was adopted. 

Gen. Wall, Gen. Isaac Andruss and R. E. Homor were appointed 
the Committee authorized by the resolution. 

The Society then adjourned to meet at Newark on the fourth 
Thursday of May next, in accordance with the By-laws. 
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DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED JANUARY 2l8T, 1847. 



From Rev, Dr. Murray — ^The Inauguration Ceremonies of the Cald- 
well Monument at Elizabethtown, Nov. 24th, 1845. 

From the Pennsylvania Historical Society — Bulletin No. 7 of the 
Society^ containing an account of the Battle of Brandy wine. 

From CapU W. C. DeHart, U. S. A.— An original MS. note of Col. 
F. Barber, of the Revolutionary Army, to his wife at Elizabeth- 
town^ from Verplank's Point in 1781. 

From Mr. John Trovers, of Paterson — ^Three old Manuscripts con- 
nected with the Bowne family, of Monmouth county. 

From Mr. John Ford, of Newark — Daguerreotype Miniature of Gen. 
Lord Stirling, from an original painting in the possession of Hon. 
Wm. A. Duer. 

From Mrs. Williamson, of Elizabethtown — ^Votes of the Assembly of 
the Province of New York from 1691 to 1743. 1 vol. fol. 

JFVom Rev. A. B. Paterson, of Princeton — Philadelphia Port Folio, 
1809-1813. 11 vols. 
A copy of the " Princeton Packet," Aug. 10th, 1786. 

From Mr. John Rodgers, of Burlington — MS. copy of the Census of 
the township of Northampton, May 1709. 

From Mr, Chs. D. Deshler, of New Brunstoiclc — A volume of the 
New Brunswick Gazette and Weekly Monitor from July 1787 to 
May 1789. 

The New Jersey Gazette from February 1779 to December 1779, 
The New Jersey Journal from Febraary 1782 to February 1783 

From the Author — A History of the Morristown Ghost, by David 
Young. 

From the Hist. Soc. of the University of North Carolina — First re- 
port of the Secretary of the Society. 
First volume of the Society's Collections. 

From Mr. Edward Harris and Dr. John IfiCie— Sundry volumes, 
which will be specified in the next number. 
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KaithisB W. Day, Newa/rk, Charles D. Deshlef, i^ BrunnneL 

Profr Matthew B. Hope, PrinceUm. Rer^ Jatnes M. Hanting, WestfieUU 

Rolph Marsh, Bakway. Charles G. McChesney, Trenian. 

Rer. Jose|)<i li. Ogden, (hWham, 
William Pierson, M. D., Orange, 
Edward Sanderson^ JElieahetUown, Thomas H. Stephetn^ Newark. 

Cornelius S. Strjker, Blawenbv/rgh, 

Jacob Van Arsdale, Mwarh. 
William Nelson Wood, Morristown, 

CORRESPONDING MEMBER!?. 

Ret. James W. Alexander, D. D , New TorJc^ 
Asber B. Dorand, Kew Yoj'Jc, 
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J. Phillips Pbcenix, Esq., New YwJc. 
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ADDRESS. 



GfumJotRTX, Mbubbrs of this Socibtt^ and Fellow Citizbits : 

HoNOBBD as I have been with the Presidency of 
aia Society^ from its organization to the present time^ I deeply feel 
the obligation that rests upon me, to bear some part in the labors 
and researches which the successful prosecution of its noble object 
demands from each of its members, and without which| its proceed* 
ings and results must fail to be interesting or usefuL 

When designated by your Executive Committee to deliver the 
annual address, it was this sense of obligation that restrained me 
from promptly, but respectfully, declining the offer, and earnestly 
lequesting that body to confer the honor upon some individual whose 
services could be more confidently relied upon ; whose better qualifi- 
cations and readier pen would assure the Society of an address worthy 
the occasion, and in keeping with the eloquent essay to which we 
listened with so much delight and instruction at our last annual 
meeting, from a most valuable and highly distinguished member of 
this Society.* 

More, then, gentlemen, from a sense of duty than from any hope 
of meeting your expectations, or of contributing to the interest of 
the occasion, I have, amid the pressure of other engagements, thrown 
together some general remarks upon the object and design of this 
Society, which I am conscious will afibrd you better evidence of my 
4emre to be useful, than of my ability to be so. 
/ We have associated for the praiseworthy and patriotic purpose of 
gathering up the scattered fragments of die history of our beloved 
state. Limited and comparatively small as we are in territory, yet 
our annals, if properly made up, would furnish to ourselves, to our 
dttldlreo and to the world, a record of incidents and events of no 

* Bishop Dotno. 
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ordinary interest — a record upon which the wise and the good, the 
statesmen and the scholar, the patriot and the soldier, the philanthro- 
pist, and the enlightened freeman of the present and of future gene* 
rations could not fail to fasten with intense interest ; a record from 
which they would read lessons of instruction, and be prompted to 
imitate the bright example of our fathers in all that by which thej 
contributed to our improvement as a people, our freedom and inde* 
pendence as a commonwealth, and our industrious, enterprisiiig, 
moral and religious character as a community. 

We think we hazard nothing in saying that the literary, moral, 
religious and political history of our state, faithfully and impartiallj 
written, from the day that civilized man first trod upon its soil, to tbo 
present moment, would furnish a record teaming with the most inter- 
esting incidents, developing the energy, the perseverance, and tbo 
endurance of our first settlers ; illustrating the force of truth, tbtf 
happy influence of christian civilization and religious liberty, and 
the beneficial efiects of peaceful habits, honest industry, simplidtj of 
manners and love of country. 

There are several states, now members of the great American 
tFnion, far outstripping us in extent of territory and in populatioi^ 
who had their commencement within the memory of many of us now 
here. They are great and mighty commonwealths, and now ezereU 
sing a vast influence in the councils of the nation, and destined to 
exercise a vastly greater amount of influence on the future destinieo 
of this great continent But what constitutes their histories, consid^ 
ered as separate, independent states ? They may be written in a 
single page. The first adventurers within the dark forest, that a bfw 
years ago almost shut out the light of the sun and the rains of heaven 
from the rich soil that now buds and blossoms beneath their feet, woro 
indeed bold and enterprising men. But who were they ? In writing 
the history of our faUiers we shall give the history of theirs. If n^ 
faithful records of the first settlements and the subsequent growih 
and progress of New Jersey and of the other Atlantic States ehonU 
he preserved and handed down to posterity, the inhabitants of tbB 
new states and their children after them, like ourselves, will bo a 
people without any history, save such as tradition in its uneerlain^ 
romantic and fabled forms may transmit for future ages. We ovm U, 
then, not only to onrselves, but to the whole American familj, anA 
especially to those who are bone of our bone and flesh of our flosk^ 
descendants of our common ancestors, who now densely populate the 
Western States, to write, and with great care and strict partialli^ 
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IMresdrve our colonial history^ as well as all that relates to our Retolii* 
ttonary struggle and success. Such a history will be dear to the 
tBhildren and deScendents of Jerseymen^ who^ though they now live 
and were bom in far distant states, will never forget the land of their 
fathers ; and whose children after them to the latest generations will 
^^r be proud to say, we hail from noble, generous, enlightened and 
pairhiic little Jersey. 

We have abundant and valuable materials, if we do not now lose 
ttem by delay, for an interesting history of our State. When . the 
first colonies came to this country, it was almost terra incognita, and 
even the first settlers upon Jersey soil, had almost every thing to 
encounter and to accomplish. They had aboriginal titles to extin* 
gnish and Lordly proprietors to conciliate. They were freemen and 
republicans in heart and soul, but they had to learn what it was to be 
Jreemen and republicans in life and practice ; and, after all, oui* 
fkthers had to fight for liberty and independence. Not so with those 
who have gone out from us, and from others of the old states to occupy 
our western lands. With the exception of a very few of our oldest 
aettlements in the west, our emigrating brethren had but to cut down 
Uie forests and establish themselves in peace upon a fertile soil, already 
acquired for their use by the wisdom and the prowess of their fathers. 
They no doubt suffered privations and endured hardships ; but they 
had no liberty to achieve — no independence to establish — no simple* 
hearted, plain, republican principles to learn. They went from us, 
richly laden with all their blessings ; they went there not io fight their 
way to liberty, independence and peace, but to enjoy the rich inherit. 
once which had been purchased for them by the toil, the sufferings, 
and the blood of their fathers. 

But New Jersey, small as she is in territory, and comparatively 
unimportant as she may be in the councils of the nation, holds a most 
important rank in the history of our common country. To collect^ 
arrange, record and perpetuate the varied and rich materials of that 
history, is the imperative duty of Jerseymen. We owe it to the 
memory of our fathers, who while a feeble colony thinly scattered 
along our sea-coast, pn the banks of our streams, and among our 
ralleys, and our mountain passes, every where brought with them 
and deeply planted in New Jersey soil the seeds of human freedom^ of 
eivil and religious liberty, of human rights and manly independence ; 
who amid all their trials and privations, their conflicts with proprie* 
tary and regal power, never failed to cherish and sustain the spring- 
ing plants of liberty, until its roots had struck so deep in Jersey soil. 
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and taken ao firm a hold upon the hearts of Jerseymen, that when iko^ 
■tmggles came, and the storms of despotic power poured their chilling 
and destraetive blasts over our land, the tree of liberty stood unshaken 
upon our soil ; outlived the storms of war^ and when victory and ia« 
dependence were proclaimed, burst out iu green and luxuriant foliage, 
extending its spreading branches over the whole land ; and has ever 
since been our shade and protection from the withering influence of 
political ambition and the assaults of despotic power. 

We would make no disparaging remarks ; no odious comparisons, 
nor pluck one leaf from the chaplet of any one of the good old thir- 
teen ; we will cheerfully accord to the noble old Bay State the proud 
distinction of having had in her ^metropolis the cradle of liberty. 
Wherever liberty was bom, we admit it was cradled in Boston. They 
nursed it faithfully in its infancy, and have never deserted it in its 
manhood. But after all, I claim the privilege, as a Jerseyman, bom 
upon its soU, and almost coeval in my nativity with the birthday of its 
independence, I claim the privilege of paying, that no State in the 
old confederation did more, sacrificed more, sufiered more for the 
achievement of our liberties and the establishment of our national 
independence than did the State of New Jersey ; and to the history 
of no State in the Union will the heart of patriotism, the friends of 
human liberty, the admirers of generous and noble deeds of valor, 
turn with more interest, admiration and gratitude, than to that of New 
Jersey, if truthfully, impartially and fully written. 

The page that shall faithfully record the names, the virtues, the 
simplicity of character, the singleness and fixedness of purpose ; the 
integrity, the public spirit, the dangers, toils and privations of the 
early settlers of this colony, and of those who succeeded' them down 
to the period of our revolution, will exhibit to the world a redeeming 
feature in the character and history of human affairs. And when 
the eyes of the reader shall rest upon that page, in which shall be 
recorded the gratifying fact, that not a spot of Jersey soil was ever 
stained with the blood of a red man, for the purpose of robbing him 
of his inheritance ; and when he shall compare that record with what 
bis ears have heard and his eyes have seen in the more recent history 
of our own country, a feeling of surprize and admiration must swell 
his bosom, if that bosom is at all susceptible to the claims ef humani- 
ty, the sympathies of benevolence, or the stern, uncompromising jus- 
tice of Heaven. 

The fact to which I have just alluded, I cannot vouch for from my 
own knowledge of our early history, But it is accordant with whal« 
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might be expected under the influence and administration of men, 
whose hearts were warm with christian sympathy and imbued with 
sentiments of humanity and justice, as well as burning with the love 
of human freedom. The early settlers in their truly eloquent^ argu- 
mentative and effectual appeal to the Duke of York, through the Com- 
missioners appointed by him on the subject of imposts claimed by the 
Governor of New York, disclaimed, in the most unqualified manner, 
any title to the soil under the Royal grant. They say in that memor- 
able document, in the quaint and courtly language of that period, 
'' under favour, we buy nothing of the Duke but the right of undis- 
turbed colonizing,*' with the privilege of self-government; subject 
only to the restrictions and limitations contained in the King's grant 
to the Duke. They say " the soil is none of his — 'tis the natives by 
ihejusjentium," and they add, " it would be but ill argument to con- 
vert to Christianity, to eocpell, instead of purchasing, them out of their 
country. If then, (they continued,) the country be theirs, (the na- 
tives,) it is not the Dukes ; he canot sell it ; and we have purchased 
from him only the right of colonizing and of having a government." 
Throughout the whole of that noble, independent and manly document, 
the title of the Indian to the land on which they trod was fully ad- 
mitted, and the remonstrants claimed none but what they had bought 
of him. But, however the fact may be, I heard and listened to its 
announcement with emotions I cannot now describe, as it flowed with 
touching pathos from the lips of one whose eloquence has oft resound- 
ed through the legislative and judicial halls of this State, and in the 
Senate chamber of the nation ; whose memory is dear to every true 
hearted Jersey man, but whose voice is now hushed in death. The 
name of Samuel L, Southard, I am persuaded, is good authority for a 
fact so interesting in the history of our State, and so gratifying to the 
heart of every Jersey man ; especially when it was announced by the 
eloquent orator in the capital of his native State on one of those pub- 
lic occasions when he never failed to instruct and delight his audience. 

Too long, indeed, have we delayed the formation of this Society, 
when we have waited until the grave has closed upon him whose name 
I have just mentioned ; and may I not, in this connection, be permitted 
also to regret that a Stockton, a Williamson and a Ewing, with many 
other illustrious and distinguished Jerseymen, once our cotemporaries 
and our friends, are not here to mingle with us in these pleasant and 
patriotic pursuits, to aid and encourage us in our labors, and to guide 
us by their wisdom, experience and learning. 

We owe a faithful and persevering discharge of the duties we have 

9 
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a880ci|ited to perfonn to the memory of those Jersejmen who lived 
and died before we came upon the stage of action. Their public 
lives ; their services in the Councils of the State ; their patriotism and 
devotion to the public good ; to the public liberties ; to the public 
peace and security ; to the prosperity of the commonwealth, and the 
best good of their fellow-citizens in their private and in their political 
relations — all demand our admiration and our thanks. We owe it to 
their memories to make a faithful record of their public acts ; and we 
owe it to ourselves as affording to us and to our children a bright ex- 
ample, under the happy influence of which we and they may learn 
lessons of wisdom and patriotism, and be prompted to emulate their 
virtues. 

I know not how it is with others, but I cannot for a moment recur 
in memory to the days of a Livingston, a Witherspoon, a Stockton, a 
Paterson ; to the period in the past when the Ogdens, the Daytons, 
the Clarks, the Condicts and the Ritchells, to name no more of those 
departed sages, were our public guardians, counsellors and legislators, 
without emotions that I can neither repress nor define. 

I am one, perhaps, among a very few in this audience, whose earli- 
est recollections reach back to the period to which I have alluded. 
Yes, there are but very few here over whose head so many winters 
have shed their snows and sent their chilling blasts as mine ; but there 
are some associated with us, though perhaps not now present, who not 
only remember what was told them in their childhood, but were co- 
temporary in life and public action with those patriot sages, who con- 
trolled our affairs and guided our councils in the times that tried men's 
souls ; in the struggle for liberty and independence, and in the infancy 
of this little, early born republic. Yes, it is no uninteresting fact, 
in the estimation of every true hearted Jerseyman, that New Jersey 
should so soon have entered the circle of political sisterhood, which 
now embraces so many republics composing the great American 
family of independent and sovereign States.* 

In her aspirations for liberty and independence. New Jersey could 
not wait the action of the Federal Congress, but on the 2d day of July, 
A. D. 1776, two days before the American Declaration of Independ- 
ence, declared *' all civil authority under the King at an end in this 
colony ;** and adopted a form of government, deriving all political au« 
thority directly from the people. 

* Onlj thret States preceded her in adopting independent STstems of goTemmeni— 
New Hampshire on January 5th ; South Carolina on March 2ith ; and Tirginia on 
June 29th. 
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That instrument in extenso not only with the honored namefi of 

Tucker and of Paterson, the President and Secretary, but with the 
name of every member of that high souled and patriot body by whom 
it was adopted, must ever adorn our history and constitute one of its 
brightest pages. The men of those days had higher aims and more 
exalted patriotism that many who now cUim and enjoy the confidence 
of their fellow- citizens. Their time and their talents, and I may add 
their property too, were devoted to their country with little or no 
pecuniary compensation. They had not learned the base and pro- 
fligate lesson that ** to the victorB belong the spoHf" They had not 
then a marbled palace at Washington to tempt their cupidity, nor 
senatorial chambers to excite their ambition. They saw not in pros- 
pect an overflowing fountain of Executive patronage pouring out 
its honors and emoluments to corrupt their integrity and reward their 
subserviency. No; with elbows out at their sleeves, and patches 
upon their garments ; with their wallets upon their shoulders, and 
with their staffs in their hands, they itinerated from village to village in 
search of a place, when beyond the reach, if not the sound, of the 
enemy's cannon, they could deliberate and legislate for liberty and 
their country and their country's good. Ambition, except that of 
serving their country and securing its liberties, was a stranger to 
their bosoms, and pecuniary emoluments, beyond a few ragged, depre- 
ciated continental or Jersey bills, never entered their heads. They 
asked not gold and silver for their services, either in the halls of legis- 
lation or on the field of battle. It \y&b freedom for which they toiled, 
and not for office, power or gold. They won the prize, and then, 
dropping their mantles on us, left us to enjoy, preserve and perpetuate 
the precious boon. 

But it is not only in the various incidents of our early settlements ; 
the titles to our lands ; the formation of our towns and counties ; 
our early municipal regulations; the changing scenes and events 
of our colonial and dependent governments ; nor yet in the wise 
legislation, the prudent counsels, nor the self-denying patriotism of 
those who conducted our affairs before and immediately after our 
revolutionary struggle, that we find materials for the pen of history. 
Our field of science and literature have not been barren. From an 
early period in her colonial history down to the present day. New 
Jersey has had her share of talents. The pulpit, the bench, the bar, 
bear ample testimony to this remark ; while our colleges and seats of 
learning for (now) near a century past, have shed their irradiating 
beams not only over our own little Jersey, but throughout the length 
and breadth of the American Republic. 
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Hiis is not the time nor the place to make a record of those names 
of the dead and the living, whose celebrity and fame belong to Newr 
Jersey ; who in all the departments of government and science, of 
learning and religion, have shed a lustre on the land of their nativity, 
the lights of which will go out only with the last vestiges of time. 
To the pen of the faithful biographer and historian I must leave the 
pleasant task of recording the names and the services of those Jer- 
seymen, who by their learning and their talents in the halls of science, 
in the councils of the State, in the sacred desk, and in the temples of 
justice, have shed honor upon their native State and rendered them- 
selves dear to her memory. 

But there is another theme which must occupy a large space in the 
history of New Jersey, whenever it is written with the pen of truth 
and patriotism. It is not only the story of battles fought upon her soil 
in the revoliitionary struggle. In those battles the brave soldiers of 
the American army, and the volunteer citizens of other States, bore 
their several parts with undaunted courage ; and many of them min- 
gled their blood on New Jersey soil with that which flowed from the 
veins of New Jersey's sons. Honor to the brave of every name and 
nation when human liberty is the cause of war. No, it is not the 
part we bore, nor the battles fought within our lines in defence of 
American liberty, and the establishment of American independence, 
to which I would specially direct the attention of him who shall write 
the history of New Jersey. Already has the American historian re- 
corded all perhaps we shall ever know of those bloody and memor- 
able battles. But New Jersey has had her soldiers as well as her 
statesmen ; her generals as well as her scholars and her divines. His- 
torians of New Jersey forget not the native born soldiers of the revo- 
lution ; nor those who have since that period been a credit and an 
honor by their valour and their virtues to the name and the character 
of Jerseymen. 

Gentlemen, I have detained you too long. We are here reaping 
the blessed fruits of those various incidents and facts that go to make 
up all the history of New Jersey. Providence has cast our lot in a 
pleasant place : we have a goodly inheritance and a free government ; 
esto perpetua. 
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Newark, May 2'7th, 1847. 
The Society met at 10 o'clock, A. M. ; the President in the Chair, 
assisted by Vice Presidents Johnson and Pahker. 

After the reading of the minutes of the last meeting, the Corres- 
ponding Secretary read letters from the Hon. Horatio J. Cox, of 
Ohio, Rev, John McDowell, D. D., and Rev. William A. McDow- 
ell, D. D., of Philadelphia, the Hon. J. Philips Phcenix and Rev. 
Jas. W. Alexander, D. D., of New York, in acknowledgment of 
their election as corresponding members ; — and communications from 
Professor Sparks, Rev. Dr. Lindsley, of Tennessee, John Cadwalader, 
Esq., of Phila., Major James D. Graham, U. S. A., Messrs. A. B, 
Thompson, Wm. C. Gilman and O. W. Morris, of New York, the 
Historical Societies of Kentucky, Maryland and Maine ; the Amen 
Antiquarian Society, Amer. Phil. Society, Judge Duer and others, 
were either read or laid before the Society, referring to its proceedings 
and interests. 

The letter of Judge Duer conveyed to the Society the gratifying 
information that a large number of interesting papers belonging to 
Lord Stirling, of dates during the war of 1755, while he was attached 
to the army under General Shirley, had recently been discovered in 
New York, and that a synopsis of them could be obtained for the 
Society with the view of securing copies of such as it might be con- 
sidered advisable to add to those already in its possession. The 
subject mattter of this letter was referred to the Committee on Publi- 
cation to be reported on hereafter. 

The letter of Mr, A. B. Thompson, accompanied a MS. Diary, 
kept by Mr. Samuel Baldwin, of Newark, from March 20th to April 
20th, 1780, at Charleston, S. C, during the seige of the British ; and 
gave several interesting incidents in the life of Mr. Baldwin, still living 
at a very advanced age. 

From Mr. J. Kearny Warren, of New York, was received the 
Original Draft, on parchment, of the "Fundamental Constitutions** 
prepared by the Twenty-four Proprietaries and sent out in 1683, by 
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Dep. Gov. Lawrie, for the acceptance of the peofde of the province ; 
bat which they declined — preferring the original code or " Conces- 
sions" of Lords Berkely and Carteret. Both these interesting 
documents, the latter being already in the possession of the Society— 
a roll of parchment of nine or ten feet in length and bearing the 
signatures of the grantors — were exhibited at the meeting. 

The tasteful, well executed drawing of the Seal of the Society^ on 
a large scale and properly emblazoned^ which was exhibited in an 
unfinished state at the last meeting, was also presented to the Society 
complete and handsomely framed. 

The Corresponding Secretary also reported upon the condition of 
the Books and Manuscripts in his possession ; — that they were in- 
creasing in number — although not as rapidly as would probably be 
the case when the Society should select a permanent location for the 
Library and place it under the charge of some capable and willing 
member who could give to it the requisite attention. He laid upon 
the table four volumes of Manuscripts exhibiting the plan adopted for 
the permanent arrangement and preservation of such as might be 
presented to the Society. Two of them being the papers of Governor 
Lewis Morris and Chief Justice R. H. Morris, received at a former 
meeting from Lieut. C. S. Boggs, U. S. N. He also presented for 
the examination of the members two volumes of MSB, from his own 
library, illustrating the history of the State^ and particularly that of 
its ancient capital — Perth Amboy. 

Mr. L. D. Balowin presented an interesting MS. Journal of his 
grandfather. Major (afterward General) William Gould, (of Caldwell, 
Essex County,) during, what is generally known as, the " Whisky 
Insurrection of 1794," giving all the brigade and regimental orders 
on the expedition under Major General Dayton. On the fly leaf of 
the book was a song written by Governor Howell of New Jersey— 
which Col. Johnson, the Vice President, in common with other ven- 
erable members of the Society, recollected having heard frequently 
sung at the time — with the view of inspiriting the young recruits 
from New Jersey. 

Col Johnson presented a Translation of the Swedish Records of 
*' a new Church Book for the Church of Penn's Neck" — giving an 
account of the Swedish Mission at that place subsequent to 1750 ; 
and also a Translation of the Record of the Marriages and Baptisms 
in the parish — constituting an interesting addition to valuable transla- 
^ons previously received from the same gentleman— illustraUng the 
tiistory of the Swedes in New Jersey. 
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The Recording Secretary, Dr. J. S. Condit, presented, in bebalf of 
Mr. A. H. Schujler, an original Portrait of Colonel Peter Schv- 
I.BR, whose name is so intimately connected with the history of New 
Jersey during the French and English Wars on this continent — which 
excited much interest; and on motion of Charles King, Esq., it was 

Resolved^ That the thanks of the Society be presented to Mr. Arent 
H. Schovler, of Hudson County, for the portrait of his distinguished 
ancestor. Colonel Peter Schuyler, placed by him at its disposal. 

Rev. D. V. McLean, Chairman of the Executive Committee, re- 
ported the receipt of various donations from Monmouth Co. ; among 
them beitig one of the Massachusetts *' Pine Tree Shillings,'^ coined 
by order of the Province in 1652, received from Mr. Jas. J. Conover. 

Rev. Dr. Murray, from the Committee on Publications, made a 
report in relation to the publication of the second volume of the 
Society's Collections since the last meeting, expressing the hope that 
all the members would supply themselves with copies, and use their 
influence to extend its sale. The Committee also represented that 
they had matter on hand sufficient for another volume of Collections, 
consisting of original papers read before the Society, and original 
documents of considerable antiquity, the publication of which would 
be highly interesting to the public. 

In relation to the Quarterly Publication of the Proceedings, the 
report stated that they had been " brought down to the meeting at 
Elizabethtown in November last, and the numbers together form a 
volume of 200 pages. The addresses, correspondence, and papers 
are all highly valuable, and their publication in this form, the Com- 
mittee believe, has exerted an important influence on the Society. 
But a great increase of subscribers is actually necessary to sustain it. 

On the motion of Rev. Mr. McLean, it was 

Resolved, That the Quarterly Publications of the proceedings of 
the Society be continued, and that the members generally are invited 
and expected to act as Agents in extending its circulation. 

Mr. Kinney, Chairman of the Committee on Purchases, reported, 
that since the last meeting more than forty works, comprising about 
ninety volumes, had been procured, all of them desirable additions to 
the library. Many of them were enumerated, and the Committee took 
the opportunity '* to suggest that the members would do well to inform 
them of any rare historical works, old manuscripts or newspapers still 
existing within their knowledge. The collection of these precious 
relicts of the past, it would be remembered, was one of the chief objects 
of the Society.'^ 
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Mr. Wh. a. Whitehead, from the Committee appointed to me- 
morialize the legislature in relation to the obtainment of information 
respecting the Colonial Documents in Great Britain, &c., reported 
that the application had been unsuccessful, and the Committee prayed 
to be discharged from the further prosecution of the subject before 
the legislature. The report gave a detailed statement of the steps 
taken since 1843 to enlist the State in the enterprise, and concluded 
with some recommendations for the obtainment of the end in view 
through private enterprise, which, on moiioa of Mr. W., were laid 
temporarily on the table. 

The next business in order being the Amendment to article IV. of 
the Constitution proposed at the last meeting, changing the formation 
of the Executive Committee, by making all the officers ex-officio 
members : — 

The Rev. Mr. McLean moved to amend it, by applping the altera- 
tion only to the President and Secretaries. The Chair (Mr. Parker) 
decided that the amendment was not in order, * that the proposed alter- 
ation having been reduced to writing and entered upon the minutes, to 
be acted on at the present meeting, must come up as so recorded and 
be disposed of without amendment.' 

After some debate, in which the opinion of the Chair was supported 
by Messrs. Chetwood, and Lewis Condict, Judge Randolph, Mr. 
Bradley, and others ; and opposed by Messrs. Dr. Murray, Jas. G. 
King, Whitehead, and Prof. Crosby — on the ground that the action 
of the Society on other occasions had been diderent, and that such a 
decision would have a tendency to embarrass their proceedings ; an 
appeal was taken and the decision of the Chair sustained. The 
question being then taken on the proposed amendment it was lost ; so 
that the fourth Article remains unaltered. 

An amendment to the sixth Article, changing the terms of life 
membership was unanimously adopted, so that it now reads, " on the 
payment of twenty dollars at any one time,'* instead of thirty dollars 
on admission as it stood before. 

The additional article to the Constitution — proposed at the last 
regular meeting by Judge Duer, in conformity with the rule, viz : 

" The Library and Cabinet of the Society shall be located in the 
city of Newark, in the county of Essex," 
was then taken up. 

Mr. J. J. Cketwood, in consequence of the absence of nearly all 
the members from the soutbren portion of the State, and particularly 
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from Trenton, moved that the eonftideration of the amendment be 
postponed unti] the next meeting. 

Mr. O. S. Halstbd, Jr., moved to amend the motion of Mr. Chet* 
wood by postponing tbe subject until the next annual meeting. After 
considerable discussion, on motion of Judge Ho]Uibx.owsb, the whole 
^abject was laid on the table. 

Dr. L. A. Stf iTH proposed New Brunswick as the place at which 
to hold the next meeting. Professor Crosby proposed as an amend- 
ment to meet on Wednesday, the 15lh September, at Freehold. 

At this stage of the proceedings, business was suspended, to hear a 
paper read by the Rev. Samubl Mix«i.eb, D. D., " On the Rise and 
Progress of the Theological Seminary at Princeton."* 

On its conclusion, on motion of Rev. Mr. MoLban, 

Rescivedy That the thanks of the Society be tendered to the Rev. 
Dr« Miller for the interesting Historical Sketch just read by him^ and 
that he be respectfully requested to submit a copy for the disposal of 
the Society.* 

Professor Cbosby's amendment to Dr. Smith's resolution was then 
taken up and adopted, and the question being on the resolution itself, 
it was passed, as follows : 

Resolved, That the September meeting of the Society be held on 
Wednesday, the 15th day of the month, at Freehold, in the County of 
Monmouth. 

Messrs. S. Mairs, B. S. Randolph, and A. C. McLean was appoint* 
ed a Committee to make the necessary arrangements. 

Mr. Horner submitted the following resolution : 

** Resolved, That no expenditure of money belonging to this Society 
shall be made exceeding sixty dollars, without a vote of said Society 
sanctioning said expenditure" — which, after some remarks, was laid 
npon the table. 

Professor Crosbt offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That when the Society shall adjourn, it shall adjourn to 
meet in New Brunswick on Friday, the 25th day of June next, at 11 
o'clock A. M., and that the subject of the location of the Library 
and Cabinet of the Society shall be the first business in order at that 
meeting. 

Resolved, That in the usual notice of the meeting given by the 
Secretary, the special object of the adjourned meeting shall be stated. 

* The venerable author has promptly complied with this request, and a copy of his 
Yaltiable paper is now deposited in the archives of the Society for future publication— 
which is unavoidably deferred on account of its great length and prevuins claims upos 
the pages of this JoomaL 10 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 

Ader some debate, die resolution was adopted, 23 to 10— ^and 
Messrs. Crosby, Barkpatrick and Proudfit, were appointed a Commit- 
tee to make arrangements for the meeting. 

The Preamble and Resolution submitted by tho Committee on die 
Colonial Records, were then adopted as follows : 

Whereas, it is highly important that definite information should 
be obtained respeetiog the documents in the English Archives which 
refer to New Jersey — 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed, authorised, in 
behalf of the Society to obtain subscriptions from members and others 
interested in the history of the State towards a fund to be extended 
in obtaining an Analytical List or Index to the said documents, to be 
deposited in the Library of the Society-— ^nd that the said Committee* 
80 soon as an adequate fund is created, adopt such measures as they 
may deem advisable to secure said List or Index and such other in- 
formation in relation to the papers as may be of seivice to the Society 
or individuals. 

The Chair appointed as the Committee, Messrs. W. A. Whitehead 
of Newark, and C. King of Elizabethtown, Professor Maclean of 
Princeton, Bishop Doane of Burlington, Rev. Mr. McLean of Free* 
hold, Messrs. Mickle of Camden, and R. P. Thompson of Salem. 

After some remarks from Judge Robeson of Belvidere, and Judge 
DiCKERSON — a motion was made by the latter, to reconsider the reso- 
lution which had been adopted to hold an adjourned meeting at New 
Brunswick. On a division the motion was lost 

The Society then adjourned to meet at New Brunswick on the 25th 
of June. 



SELECTIONS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 

Laid before the Society, May 27th, 1847. 

TO PROFESSOR SPARKS. 

Newark, July 27th, 1847. 
Dear Sir: — At a meeting of the New Jersey Historical Society 
on the 21st instant, a resolution was unanimously adopted, directing 
me to convey to you the thanks of the Society for your liberality in 
placing at their disposal the plates used in the illustration of the Life 
of Lord Stirling by Judge Duer. 
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Trom the interest which it is well known yon take in eveiy enter- 
prise calculated to shed additional light upon our past history, it was 
presumed that your co-operation to some extent in furthering the 
designs of the Society would be freely extended, but your generous 
proposal, with which the Society was made acquainted through the 
Committee on Publications, exceeded all reasonable expections. It 
affords me great pleasure, therefore, to transmit to you the thanks of 
the Society, as my connection with the Committee made me fully 
aware of the liberality which prompted them. 
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. A. WHITEHEAD, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
Prof. Jabed Spabks^ LL. D., Salem, Mass. 



FROM PROFESSOR SPARKS. 

Salem, Mass., Feb. 2d, 1847. 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your favor of the 27th ultimo, and cannot but be 
gratified with the compliment of your Historical Society in awarding 
to me a copy of their publications. I shall regard it not more as a 
memento of the Society's liberality, than as a valuable addition to my 
historical library. The first volume, which is all that I have seen, is 
a rich contribution to the literature of the country. 

I have read the account of the last meeting of the Society, as pub* 
lished in the newspapers. I hope the harmony of their operations 
will not be disturbed by their difference of opinion about the location 
of the library. In fact I think the main strength of our historical 
societies should be laid out in new publications. These may be read 
by the whole world, where a library can be accessible to a few individ- 
uals only ; except in large cities, and even there libraries are formed 
by other institutions. The Massachusetts Historical Society have 
published twenty-nine volumes, and have gone steadily on publishing 
a volume once in about two years. An opportunity is thus afforded 
for putting in print many interesting matters, which would not be 
suited for separate publications, and they are distributed through the 
hands of the Society's members, as well as through the booksellers to 
the public generally. 

I am, dear sir, with much respect and regard. 

Your obedient servant, 

JARED SPARKS. 

W, A. Whitehead, Esq. 
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FROM HON. WM. A, DUER. 

MoRRisTOWir, April 29th, 1847. 
Mr Dear Sir^ 

I have just received a letter from General P. M. Wetmore, Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of the N. Y. Historical Society, 
containing the provoking information of the discovery of additional 
" Stirling Papers *' — enough to form two or three volumes — among 
vhich are many letters of interest connected with the old French 
war, in which, as he says, " Mr. Alexander, as aid to General Shir- 
ley, appears to have been the moving spirit.'* There is also bis letter- 
book, containing letters addressed to Shirley, Morris, Grov. Pownall, 
Robert Livingston, Gov. Dinwiddle, P. V. B. Livingston, Francis 
Lewis and others ; comprising interesting extracts of the operations 
of the British Army against the French in 1755 ; the original minutes 
of the examination of Shirley's army accounts — a copy of a memorial 
to the Governor of New York, containing a review of the state of the 
lands in that Province^appended to which is a note in the hand- 
writing of James Alexander, of the date of May 6, 1752, as follows: 
" It is now 20 years since I delivered the above memorial to CoL 
Cosby, soon after his arrival. I doubt if ever he read it." Besides a 
number of private letters, &c., &c. 

A competent person is employed in arranging the papers in chrono- 
logical order, and it is intended to take the former volumes to pieces 
and re-construct the whole in a proper manner. I am promised a 
synopsis of what they contain, of which, upon receiving it, I will 
immediately send you a copy. I think it would be desirable to have 
the newly discovered papers copied, with a view to the publication of 
another volume by our Society. They will certainly form a proper 
supplement to the Life. 

I remain, my dear sir, very sincerely and faithfully yours, 

W. A. DUER. 

W. A. WfliTSHSAD, Esa., Cor. Sec. of the N. J. Hist Soc. 
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DIAEY OF EVENTS 

IN CHARLESTON, 8. C, PROM MARCH 20th TO APRIL 20th, 1780. 
Bt Samuel Baldwin. 

[This Journal, written by Mr. Samuel Baldwin, of Newark, N. 
J-, during an attack by the British Army on Charleston, S. C, A. D. 
1780, was presented by him to a relative some time since, as a testi- 
monial of friendship and affection. It appears to the present owner 
that the New Jersey Historical Society is the proper depository of 
such a record, and he has therefore been permitted by Mr. Baldwin 
to present the manuscript to the Society, for such a use as it may 
determine. 

Tlie author was born in Newark, N. J., A. D. 1754 ; gratuated at 
the College of New Jersey A. D. 1770, and resided at Charleston, 
South Carolina, at the period described in his Journal, bearing arms 
with his fellow citizens during the attack upon that place. 

Mr. Baldwin has always been a person of retiring habits and 
pursuits, and he does not profess to have been a prominent actor in the 
scenes of the Revolution, or in subsequent events. His modesty 
would naturally undervalue any meritorious services which he may 
have performed, but there are many reminiscences of his life which 
from his cultivated mind and respectable associations, are very inte- 
resting, and it is to be regretted that he has not committed more to 
writing. His extreme age, verging to a century, must now forbid 
the fatigue of such a task. 

Mr. Baldwin, after he left College, at tibe age of sixteen, was ap« 
pointed Usher in a school at Elizabethtown. Alexander Hamilton, 
then a lad from the West Indies, was among his pupils, and Mr. B. 
speaks of him as a remarkably sprightly boy, and thinks from his 
ianuliarity with the classics, that he had received good instruction in 
the languages before he came to this country. 

Mr. Baldwin was in Philadelphia when the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence was declared, and heard that instrument when it was first 
read in the State House. 

The death of a brother at the South induced Mr. Baldwin to visit 
South Carolina, and while Aere he opened a school at Charleston. 
He knew many whose children and grand-children have been of late 
years distinguished in the councils of the nation. With Col. Hayn^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



7fi 

whose execution by the British during the Revolution so greatly 
excited the sympathy and indignation of the American people, he was 
well acquainted, and had visited him at his plantatin. 

It is mentioned in Marshall's Life of Washington, that Mr. Burke, 
of South Carolina, published a pamphlet in opposition to the Society 
of the Cincinnati, soon after it was formed — it having in his opinion 
Bome aristocratic features inconsistent with our republican institu- 
tions ; the subject having been mentioned to Mr. Baldwin, he remem- 
bered it perfectly well, and said that the printer being an acquaint- 
ance of his, requested him to correct the sheets for the press, which 
he did. 

After the capture of Charleston, Mr. Baldwin was a prisoner in 
the hands of the British. They ordered him to take the oalh of 
allegiance to Great Britain, or retire into the country. He left 
Charleston in consequence, but afterwards resumed his residence 
there, pursuing his avocation as teacher for several years. 

It is gratifying to perceive from the expressions in his Journal and 
from his present feelings, that he sympathized fully with countrymen 
in their struggle for independence. For many years Mr. Baldwin 
has resided in his native town retired from the duties of active life, 
and by his pure and blameless character, and upright walk and con- 
versation, he commands the esteem and veneration of all who know 

him.l 

A. B. THOMPSON. 
New York, AprU, 1847. 



Chablesown, 1780. 
Monday, March 20th — ^The English ships came over the bar with- 
out meeting with any accidents. This was early in the morning. 
With the evening tide a 64 gun ship came safely over, contrary to the 
expectations of every body, as there was a general and fixed persuasion, 
founded on the declaration of all the pilots and others who were ac- 
quainted with the channel, that the water was so shallow that such a 
large ship could not possibly get over. The naval force of the enemy 
was now become so superior that it was thought our shipping could 
not be able to withstand them. Late on Monday evening Grenl 
Lincoln went down to Fort Moultrie in the ships and returned in the 
evening. In the afternoon, {Tuesday, March 21,) the inhabitants and 
troops in town were surprised to see the ships quit their station new 
the fort and come up to the town. 
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Wednesday and, Thureday, the 22d and 23df.-^The ships w^# 
Wought to the wharves and their guns taken out to be placed at the 
different forts round the town. The fortidcations were carried on 
with vigour, and a new traverse work begun on the right of the lines 
above the town, to prevent the enemy's ships from enfilading them, ia 
oase they should get into Cooper river. A battery also was begun on 
the right to prevent the ships from lying in Cooper river. 

P. S. Thursday evening. — N. B. The traverse was begun on 
Tuesday and has been carried on with great vigour and rapidity. It 
and the battery are both in great forwardness. 

Friday, 2Uh March, — This day the term of service of the greater 
part of the North Carolina milita being expired, they marched, 
homewards in the evenijagj9Jhft.^ainhftr qLseye^ 9X. eight hun4redy 
Or more^ Very generous offers were made to induce them to 
stay longer, but without avail, excepting that 100 or 150 were 
prevailed upon to stay three months, for which service they were to 
receive a bounty of 100 dollars, 50 dollars a month and a good suit 
of clothes. — ^This day two of the enemy's galleys appeared in the 
mouth of Wappoo creek, opposite their battery. 

Saturday and Sunday, 25th and 2Qth. — On Saturday evening a brig 
was sunk in the channel of Cooper river almost directly opposite the 
Exchange, being one of 7 or 8 that are to be sunk to obstruct the 
passage of 'the ships up the river.^ — ^The sea commanders with their 
crews were assigned to different forts. On Sunday evening a ship 
was sunk at a convenient distance from the brig. 

Monday, March 21th, — ^In the forenoon a third ship was sunk, and 
the negroes were employed to fill another with brick-bats. — Accounts 
came to town of a skirmish between Col. Washington and the enemy's 
cavalry not far from Bacon's bridge, in which the former proved suc- 
cessful. A Colonel, a doctor, and seven privates were taken, and 
seven or eight killed and wounded. The Colonel had one man killed 
and one badly wounded. He was personally engaged for some min- 
utes with the commander of the British horse, who, when he found 
the Colonel's dexterity in parrying his thrusts, suddenly turned his 
horse, gave him the spur, and so cleared himself. The English 
infantry was at so small a distance that the Colonel could not pursue^ 

Tuesday, March 2%th, — In the forenoon an express arrived from 
Georgetown with the welcome account of the arrival of general 
Scott at that place with part of the Virginia troops that have been so 
long expected, which amonnt to 1500 men. — 

Last night the officer on command at the post opposite Wappoo 
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AfCOTdred a nnmber of brats going op tlio river, fron wUch ft if 
apprehended the enemy will soon appear on Charlettown neek. A' 
number of wagons also, and many different corps of troops were seen 
in motion upwards, which seemed to indicate an inten^n to erosa 
either at the ferry or lower down the river. 

Wednesday, March 29^— The enemy, it is said, have crossed* 
Ashley river in three different places. A picket guard of our pooide 
was surprised, and out of five and twenty men only a lieutenant and 
three men escaped. Towards evening the general seat a messenger 
to order back some wagons loaded with public stores for Augusta, 
which a little before had passed by his permission. This gave a 
credibility to the report concerning the enem/s having crossed thr 
river. 

Last night an alarm was fired up at the town gates about 12 
o'clock. The troops immediately manned the different lines and 
stood under arms about 2 hours when we were dismissed to barracks 
with orders to lie upon our arms, or at least to keep them at instant 
command. Some boats, it is said, were seen in the river near 
Wappoo, which gave occasion to the alarm. 

Thursday, March 30<^— Early in the forenoon we were confirmed 
in the truth of the report concerning the enemy's having crossed the 
river. About 10 o'clock we were surprised to hear of their being on 
the neck advancing towards town at not more than three miles dis- 
ti^nce. The troops were all immediately under arms and a party of 
men marched out to meet them. There was some considerable skhr* 
mishing afterwards, and the enemy were driven back a little with the 
loss of a few men. A captain in one of the North Carolina regi- 
ments, a very brave officer, was killed by a shot from a field piece, 
and two or three privates of General Hogan's brigade wounded.* 
Major Hyme received a slight wound in his cheek. Some time aft^ 
a Hessian was killed with whom was found the Major's hat 

Friday, March Zlst — General Scott appeared upon the^grand 
parade this morning. Some of his men are expected to be in town 
this evening or to-morrow. 

The enemy are entrenching themselves a small distance above our 
lines. A deserter, I hear says that the three Generals Clinton, 
Comwallis and Leslie are on the neck. 

Saturday, April 1st — Last night a deserter paddled himself over 
on a plank from James island. He was fired at by a number of 
Sentries, but fortunately escaped unhurt He informs, it is said, that 
there is but one regiment on James' island, and part of a regiment at 
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Vi^poo ofi the main, and that ihe whole amiy exeep^g these, are 
on the neck. Probably ia consequeiM^e of this ioformatioii, or per- 
haps from intelligence which is said to have been rec«uved the evening 
before, the two Charlestown battalions were ordered to march up to 
the lines, where thej encamped in the evening on the right of all the 
o&w troops. 

Sunday, April 2d — 'We were surprised early in the morning at the 
sig^t of the works thrown up by our neighbors during the night* 
We do not see any embraaires in them, and cannot tell whether they 
mean to cannonade or not Some are apprehensive that they are 
only endeavoring to deceive us by the formidable appearance of their 
works, and that they will suddenly attack by storm before our rein- 
forcements (which we are now sure are not far off) arrive to our 
a»iistance. A considerable party of horse have joined Gen^ Huger. 

Monday, April 2d — Another large breast- work or redoubt appeared 
this morning towards the left. A few cannon were fired at them 
during the day, and in the evening two or three shells. 

Tuesday, April 4<A— Daylight this morning exposed to our view a 
large redoubt on the high ground at Hamstead, much more formidable 
to us than either of the others, as it is nearer our lines and has a much 
greater command of them* Some pieces of our cannon were directed 
at it early, and continued firing every few minutes during the day, 
-vi^ich obstructed their working and threw down some of the dirt In 
the afternoon a party of men paraded to go out and demolish it, but 
a strong westerly wind preventing the ships going up, which were to 
assist in covering the men, they were obliged to defer it. The cannon 
that had been directed at it in the day have continued firing this 
evening, and will perhaps prevent them working much to-night 

Wednesday, April 5th — ^No addition appears to have been made 
to the enemy's works last night, owing perhaps to the continued dis- 
charge of cannon from our batteries which was kept up at small 
intervals during the night This afternoon our batteries have not 
fired much. In the evening there was a considerable discharge of 
cannon on the left, and a few shot were fired from the enemy's fort 
at Wappoo or from the galiies. One of the shot struck a house near 
the centre of the town. This is the first of their firing except a few 
diot at a ship yesterday that went to annoy their work on the high 
ground at Hamstead. . 

Thursday, April ^h-^ The shot from the galiies struck in difierent 
parts of the town yesterday evening. A ball went through a kitchen 
loft in Hornbeck's alley, and fell with a slauntinto the next yard upon 
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dead near die place where it buned itself in the ground* The gallle** 
have fired a few shot this morning. 

Friday f Jiprv^ T^A*— Last nigl^ there was a Tory consklerable dis- 
charge of cannon upon the town frooa the galiieS) inditch was attended- 
with much more serious consequences than that of the nig^t preceed** 
ing. A man was struck as he stood in his door in the nuddle part of 
the town, and died in about four hours. There were two or thre9 
horses also killed. No other damage was done except that som» 
breaches and holes were made in several houses and walls. It is 
I .thought the firing of the gaMies will be productive of one good efieet, 
I /that is, that it will induce the people eomnonlj called skulkers to g(»/ 
V to the tines instead of sleeping at home in their beds. This aftemooa 
' we have received a fine reinforcement of men bj the arrival of pwrt 
of the Virginia line, some saj 700, others 120(^ together with 20O 
North Carolina militia. The Virginians made a most beautiful 
: appearance as they marched up to the lines in the evening. Thirteen 
I guns were fired soon after as a fen de joye, and huzzas eehoed akmg 
the lines from Cooper to Ashley. This evening the beUs have beea 
ringing, and we are like to have a quiet night. 

Saturday, April Sth — ^The galleys did not disti^bua last night by 
firing upon the town. One of them that has a brass twenty-fcAur 
pounder on her deck, which did the most mischief, was struck yester* 
day by a shot from one of our batteries> which obliged, her to draw 
up into the creek. As soon as she was struck the men on board wero 
seen to fall a pumping. During the night our neighbors on the neck . 
have been employed in throwing up a line from their middle redoubt, 
to the battery on their left. 

This afternoon about 4 o'clock the enemy's shipping got under way, 
and a little after five they all anchored in the harbour before the 
town. Fort Moultrie fired upon them with all possible spirU as they 
sailed by suceessively, but with the advantage of a fine wind and m 
strong flood they passed without receiving much damage. The rear 
ship was seen to veer about and fall in towards the land on the other 
side of the fort ; lor what purpose we were at a loss to conceive. 

Sunday, April 9th — ^Tbe ship which was in the rear yesterday 
evening and was seen to fall behind the fort, we hear had her helm 
shot away, and was immediately driven ashore. Some time after she 
was seen on fire, and continued burning great part of the night. Her 
guns were heard to go off successively as she burnt, and above f^j 
were coasted. 
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It 18 said the flipping were a good deal rfiattered jesterday, and 
tiiat they are mending the holes made by the ^ot of the fort. Our 
galleys are firing at them. 

Monday, AprU lOth — Last night our enemies opened die battery 
upon the high ground on their left, and this morning they have dis- 
charged several shot at two of our ships in Cooper liver. They have 
erected sinee yesterday a new battery not so far to their left as the 
one last mentioned. Oar people are fortifying at Hobeau in order to 
have greater command of the river. 

The ship that was burnt was not a man*of-war, as was sapposed^ 
bat a transport with stores and clothing. Two pieces of cannon 
were carried down to the beach to fire upon her, which accounts for 
the guns heard in the night that were thought to be the guns of the 
ahip going off successively as she burnt. The next day the people 
of the foK got some valuable plunder out of her hull. 

Tuesday April I Itk — ^Yesterday evening General Clinton sent in 
s flag demanding tke town gates to be opened to him, or otherwise he 
should be under a necessity of using violence to obtain admittance. 
General Lincolin returned for answer, that we had a strong garrison 
in good spirits, and the place well fortified : that he expected violence 
«Bd was f repared to oppose it. 

It is said General Clinton has a greater number of men than is 
generally apprehended. But let his force be ever so great, it is to be 
hoped that, with the blessing of Providence, five thousand mea are 
aofiicient to resist it. 

General Gadsden has been lately appointed Lieutenant Governor, 
imd General Lincoln has advised that the Governor and three mem- 
bers of his council should withdraw from town to a place of security, 
(hat the state may not be without a head in ease the town should 
faU. 

General lincolo's answer to Clinton's flag was in these words :— * 
V Both duty and incUnatioa lead me to defend the town to the last 
extremity.* 

Wednesday, April I2tk — Tliree small vessek sailed by fort Moul- 
trie to the fleet between ten and eleven o'clock. The fort fired briskly 
at them, but they kept at so great a distance that no balls were seen 
to strike them. Ten vessels, chiefly ships, are already sunk in the 
channel of Cooper river, and men are employed to-day in thro^ng 
ftones into another for the same purpose. 

Thursday, AprU IBth — ^Last night two grenadiers deserted from 
ibe enemy and came in over the marsh. They say that two regiments. 
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were broagbt over from James Idand and Wappoo ; that a <$aiiporiide 
was to have been began yesterday but they were not entirely ready. 

This morning at 10 o'cock the enemy began to canonade the 
town and have continned firing almost incessantly during the day. 
They have also thrown a considerable number of bombs and carcas* 
ses. The houses near the lines have received a good deal of injury 
from the cannon balls. A nurse and a young child that was in hev 
arms were both killed by a ball. Another women and two or thi<ee 
soldiers also have been killed. The bombs and carcases have done 
no mischief, except that one of the latter set a house on fire. Two 
other houses were burnt, but by accident. Some negroes were 
burning pitch for preparing combustibles for a fire-ship or some other 
use, who when they heard the balls whistling near them left the house. 
The pitch boiling over took fire and communicated it instantly to the 
house. — Our lines are very little injured. One gun, I hear, had the 
trunnions shot away. 

Friday, April 14th — ^There was but little firing of canon last 
night To. day it has been renewed ; but not with half the violence 
of yesterday. 

The enemy are throwing up a battery on James Island opposite to 
South bay. Cannon were seen on rafts upon the shore/supposed to 
have been taken out of the ships. 

The enemy approached last night by a zigzag work to the distance 
of about two hundred yards from the lines. In that quarter there 
has been a good deal of firing with musquetry and rifles. No mis- 
chief has been done by their firing except wounding one man. 
There have been two men killed to-day, one by a cannon ball and 
the other by a bomb. Some persons have very narrowly escaped 
both yesterday and to-day. A shell fell between two men that were 
lying between three or four feet apart. It covered them with dirt as 
it burst, but hurt none of them. 

Saturday, April I5ih — ^The enemy's line of approach is consider- 
ably advanced this morning, and the Hessians and our troops sure 
firing at each other with rifles and musquets. — The cannonade is 
continued to-day much as yesterday. A number of bombs and some 
carcasses have been thrown into town but have done no harm. There 
is a report to-day of General Huger's horse being surprised by a 
body of men led by a negro through a swamp that was deemed im- 
passable ; and that a thousand picked men of the enemy's light 
infantry and grenadiers commanded by Colonel Webster, have marched 
from the English camp up towards Strawberry. — ^This evening an- 
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©ther vessel, a brig, was sunk in the channel of Cooper river, which 
makes eleven in all, extending at different distances from a marsh in 
the middle of the river to almost within a stone's throw of the wharf. 
Hiere is another channel between this marsh and the opposite shore 
through which nothing but small vessels <;an pass. 

Sunday, AprU l&h — Foar or ^ye shots were fired yesterday from 
(he battery opposite the town on James island, and to day a number 
kave been thrown into different parts of the town. — The enemy have 
worked themselves almost to the canal, which is not above a hundred 
yards from the lines on the right, where their line of approach is. 

Monday, April llth — ^The enemy have done a greater piece of 
work last night than in any night before, in making a new line of 
approach to the left of the town gates, which they have extended to 
within musquet shot of our lines. A smart cannonade was kept up 
the greater part of the night, and a great many shells thrown. Near 
twenty were counted in the air at one time. It is wonderful that 
such a g^eat number of shells as have fallen within our lines, and 
upon every part of town near the lines, should have done so little 
mischief. Several have burst within a few feet of people without 
hurting them. I have heard of but one or two being killed by them. 
The most of those few who have been killed since the hMeiAeu were 
opened, were killed by cannon balls. 

Tuesday, April ISth — There was no firing of cannon last nighty 
except a gun now and then, just sufficient to keep the garrison from 
being too deeply oppressed with sleep. The enemy have thrown up 
a line of communication between their two lines of approach. 

Accounts are brought to town of 17 of Gen'l Huger's men being 
killed and wounded and above 30 taken prisoners with 70 horses. 

We have had no certain accounts of the progress of the party 
under Col. Webster. It is thought theur view is to round and take 
possession of the ground opposite town, in order to command Cooper 
river and cut off our communication with the country. There are 
reports of their being already within 15 or 16 miles of town on that 
side. Col. Laurens is gone out with a detachment of picked men 
to counteract ^em. 

Wednesday, AprU I9th — The enemy are seen this morning on the 
other side of Cooper river, and some firing has been heard over that 
way. General Scott went over yesterday evening with a reinforce- 
ment of a hundred men. He has under his command, it is said, a 
thousand or eleven hundred men, continentals and malitia together. 

Thursday, April 20<A— Last night, between 9 and 10 o'clock. 
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three gallies pamed from Wappoo through a very hot Ibe of fira 
frooi the batteries and the guns planted along Soath bay. There 
was very Uttle wind to assist the tide in conveying them down, not- 
withstanding which it could not be seen that they received mach 
damage, thoagh the light of the moon rendered them plainly visible. 
They are lying by the ships to-day, but it is expected they will take 
their station in Hog island creek to co-operate with the party that is 
on the other side of Cooper river. It is affirmed that that party 
was repulsed by our troops yesterday. 



MEMBERS ELECTED 

MAY 27th, 1847. 

RESIDENT MEMBERS. 

Rev. John Croes, Keyport, Rey. Theodore L. Cnyler, BurliingUm, 

John R. Davidson, Neuxurh. Denning Doer, Edbcikeru 

Stephen R. Groyer, NewarJc* 
Benjamin P. Howell, M. D., Wbodburg, Heniy S. Hojt, Morristown, 

Thomas W. lyina^ Ntw JBgypt^ Monmouth Ch, 
homM Mallard, BonUfOown, John Adolph Mallaird, Bordentoum* 

Ephraim Maish, Scktuyhffa MouiUaim, 
WiUiam A. NeweU, M. D., ^12Z#n<0com 
Joseph Pewter, Oamden Co, 
Edward Rob&M, B^imtewn. Martin Jacob Rjenon, Fattaio Ch. 

JamM Spear, Fauaio (h. DUwyn Smith, £urUngto$u 

R. M. Smith, EightHown, 
Isaac Toj, JSitunaminaon, JBuHington Com 
J. D. Yermflye, Netwurh. Beach Yanderpool, Nowarh. 

CORRESPONDma MEMBERS. ^ 

Al«nBderHamatoii,Esci.,^XoiM^J^ WlUiam P. Oakej, Jl^ Torilt, 

HONORARY MEMBER. 
Rer. Wmiam Cogswell, D. D., JMot^Mata, 
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DONATIONS 

AKKOUNOED HAT 27tb, 1847« 

From Mr. Wm, C. GUman, of New Tork-^" The Uncas Monnment,'* 

a paper printed on the occasion of laying the foundation of a 

Monament at Norwich, Conn., July 4th, 1842. 

A number of Pamphlets and Documents, political and statisticaL 

A Litliographic Portrait of the Rev. Wm. Nevius, D. D. 

Eightj-elght numbers of the Missionary Herald. 
From Hon. George Sykes-^Maps of New Haven Harbor and Little 

Egg Harbor, by U. S. Coast Survey. 
From the Maryland Hist, iSocic/y— Newspaper Report of the Pro* 

ceedings of the Society, at the Annual Meeting, Feb'y 4, 1847. 

Memoir of Major Saml. Ringgold, U. S. A., read before the Society 

by James Wynne, M. D. 
From the Pennsylvania Hist. Society — The Bulletin of the Society, 

(No. 8 of VoL I.) contaming papers relating to the Battle of 

Brandywine. 
From the American Philosophical Soctety^^The Transactions of the 

Society, Vol. IX* 

Proceedings of the Society from May 1843 to June 1846 (Nos. 

27—35.) 
From the Kentucky HisL Society-^An Address before the Kentucky 

Agricultural Society by Hon. Chilton Allen. 

Review of the present condition of the State Penitentiary of Ken- 
tucky, by Miss D. L. Diz. 

Memorial to the Legislature of Kentucky by the Hist Society in 

relation to the Gec^ogical Survey of the State. 
From the Maine Hist. Society — ^The Collections of the Society^ 

Vol. I. 
From the ilu^Aor— Observations on the Magnetic Dip on the South 

Western, North Eastern, and Northern frontiers of the United 

States in 1840, 1841, 1843, 1844 and 1845, by Major James D. 

Graham, U. S. Top. Engineers. 
JPfom M, James W. WaU — Considerations on the measures carrying 

on with respect to the British Colonies, 1774. 
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Programme of exeroiMS at Commeneement of Pbiladetphia Colleg«> 

May, 1765. 

A similar Programme for Commenoemeat of Princeton College, 

October, 1764 
From Mr. Alex. B. Thomjmri^ of New IWJk-^^riginal Diary of Mr, 

Samnel Baldwin, of Newark, kept at Charleston, S. C, from March 

20th to April 20th, 1780, while the city was besefged by the Brkisb 

army. 
lYom the State — Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1847. 
Prom Mr. O. W. Morris, of N. Y. Institution for the Deaf and Dumb 

—Reports of the Institution for the years 1827, '29, '30, '31, '34 to 

'46 inclusive, 15 years. 

Mr. Peet's tour through Central and Western New York in 1844, 

with a number of deaf mute Pupils. 

A Review of Messrs. Weld's <fe Day's Reports on the Education of 

Deaf Mutes, from the American Review. 

Observations on the Education of Deaf Mutes, from the North 

American Review. 
From Hon. Daniel Haines — Original draft of a letter from the Com- 
mittee of Observation for Elizabqthtown to the Continental Con« 

grass relative to the ship Blue Mountain Valley, captured hy Lord 
* Stirling. 

Copy of the letter from the Committee of Hartford, Conn., to the 

Committee of New York, announcing the commencement of hos- 

tilities at Boston, 1775 — and by the Committee of New York trans* 
nlitted to the Committees of New Jersey. 
From Major James 7>. Crraham, U. S. A. — A revised and corrected 

copy of Mr. Webster's Vindication of the " Washington Treaty." 
From the New England Historiccd and Geneological Society^^The 

New England Historical and Geneological Register, for January 

and April, 1847, edited by Rev. Wm. Cogswell, D. D., published 

nnder the direction of the Society. 

The Circular, Constitution and By-Laws of the Society. 
From Sam'l G. Drake, Esq,, of Boston — ^The Massachusetts Directory 

for 1835. 

A Defence of the Revolutionary History of North Carolina, by J. 

S. Jones. 

Tragedies of the Wilderness, or Narratives of Captives among the 

Indians, by S. G. Drake. 

History of Rehoboth, Bristol Co., Massachusetts, by Leonard 

Bliss, Jr. 
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I Caftdogoe of the Library of Hie late Hotf. Joh^ Piokeritig, of 
i Mass. 

Catalogue of the Library of S. 6. Dralre, of Boston. ' > 

' Several interesting Pamf^iets. 
JFVDfft Mr, Kearney Warren — Thb orioinix dravt on parchment of 

the *^PuiiDAMKHTAL CoifSTiTUTiONs,'? sent to the - PrOvkiee ia- 
i 1663 I7 the IVenty-four Proprietaries^ and bearing thd Mgnatw^s 
, of most of thenu 

From Mr. S. AUfsen — A large drawing of the Seal of the Society^ 
' pri^iily emblazoned and handsomely framed. 
From Mr* Lucius D, Baldwin — ^The Journal of his grandfather^ 

Major Wm. Could (afterward General) during what is generally 

known as tiie ** Whiskey Insurrection" in Pennsylvania in 1794^ 

with the Regimental and Brigade orders. 

Neville's Laws, VoL I., formerly belonging to CoL Peter Schuyler, 

and containing his autograph. 
From Mr. Matthias W. Day — Observations on the importance of 

the American Revolution, 1774. 

Three volumes of the New Jersey State Gazette. 
JFVofit Rev. Dr. Murray-^Two old Documents of dates 1684 and 

1723-4. 

Volume 1st of the Christian's, Scholar's, and Farmer's Magazine 

published at Elizabethtown, April and May, 1784. 
From L. A. Smith, M. 2>.— The Annual Register for 1792. 

"The Spirit of Liberty," by Junius Junior, 1770. 

A letter book of Wm. Peartree Smith, 1781-83, containing also 

Laws and Ordinances of tiie Borough of Elizabeth, 1760, and a 

copy of the Charter of the Borough, 1739. 
From CoL RobL G. Johnson — Original Translations of the Records 

of the Swedish Church at Penns Neck. 
From Mr. Daniel Dodd, Jr. — An original Indenture of Apprentice- 

ship, 1713. 
JFVofii Mr. LiUleton Whiie^^An original paper, containing Revolu* 

tionary Incidents of Shrewsbury. 

** Poor Richard Improved," or an Almanac for 175L 

The New Jersey Gazette, for Deo. 9, 1782. 

Rateables for the township of Freehold, with the assessment for the 

support of the Poor, for the year 1776. 
From Mrs. Jonathan T. Forman — Gov. Livingston's Pardon to 

Henry Sellers, who was sentenced to be hung, 1781. 

Gen* David Forman's order to Capt Walton to bury with the 
12 
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hoiioni of war in ibo old obtireh yard. Dr. N. Scnddeiv wiia. 

killed in action i¥ith the enemy near Black Point, Monmootb 

coonly, October 10, 178L 
JVooi Mr. Jaswu I. Cononer^ IndayMtoumr^Ji, Maaiaclmietts ^.Ffae 

Tree Shilling,'' 1653« 
JVom Mr. J5. A Yammm^ Shrew^mrp^^ Condnetor GeneraKs,'^^ or 

tfie office, dqfy and anthorifty of JFoalioeB of the Pieaee, High 

Sheriffs, die. die. dec, by James Parker, printed at Woodfaiidge^ 
^ in New Jersey, 1764 
From John L. Sibley, A. B., of Oflaiiir^;«--43atalognea of c Hajrraid 

Unimaity, 1845/46, '47. 
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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THB 



NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY- 

Voin. 1847. MS. 

New Brunswick, June 25th, 1847. 
Trs Society convened to-day at the Citj Hall, pursuant to ad- 
journment, the President^ Hon. Joseph C. Hobnblower, in the 
c&air. 

The minutes of the meeting in Newark having been read and 
Approved, on motion of the Rev. R. K. Rodobrs, the special business 
before the Society — the location of the Library and Cabinet — was 
taken up. 

The question being on the amendment of the resolution of Mr. J. 
J. Chetwood, offered by Mr. O. S. Halsted at the meeting in Newaik 
•Mo the effect that the whole subject be laid over to the next annual 
meeting — Mr. Hornor, of Princeton, addressed the Society in favor 
of the {H'oposition, and called for tiie ayes and noes upon its passage 
—which were ordered ; and the amendment was lost, ayes 8, noes 
Si* The question then recurring upon tiie resolution of Mr. Chet- 
wood, postponing the consideration of the subject to the next regular 
meeting in September, a long desultory discussion ensued, — Rev. Dr. 
Proitdfit, Judge Duer, Rev. Mr. Rodoers, Rev. Dr. Murray, 
Prof* Crosby, and others, advocating an immediate and final setde« 
rnent of the question — Rev. Dr. Howe and Mr. Hornor advising 
the adoption of the resolution. 

Judge HoRNBLowER (the chair being temporarily occupied by 
lodge Duer,) moved that the resolution be laid upon the table, — ^with 
Um view of taking up the amendment to the Constitution, as offered 
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iby Jadge Daer, upon which the discussion was based, — ^b6t the 
motion, on a division was negatived. 

The question was then put on Mr. Chetwood's resolution, and it 
was lost 

The amendment to the Constitution proposed by Judge Duer, then 
came up, viz. : 

" The Library and Cabinet of the Society shall be located in the 
city of Newark in the county of Essex." 

The adoption of the amendment was advocated by Rev. Dr. 
Murray, Rev. Dr. Davidson, J. G. King, C. Parker, Judge Dubs 
and others ; and opposed by Mr. Hornor and Dr. Schenck, mainly 
on the ground of the absence of gentlemen who were presumed to be 
anxious to express their views on the subject, and the probabili^ 
that a settlement of the question at the next annual meeting would be 
more in conformity with tha wishes of the members in the southren 
section of the State. Rev. A. B. Paterson also expressed himself 
in favor of a postponement in consequence of the few members 
present from that quarter, and would be. obliged to vote against the 
amendment for that reason, although personally in favor of the loca- 
tion at Newark. 

Pending the discussion, an irregular debate arose upon the pracli* 
cability of; submitting the matter by Circular to every member of the 
Society for his decision — a course suggested by Judge Dver and 
advocated by Dr. PRouoFiTand others; but there were constitutional 
objections both to the introduction of the matter at this stage of the 
proceedings and to the mode of voting should the measure be adopted, 
and it was consequently not passed. 

The ayes and noes being ordered, the amendment to the Constiiii- 
tion was adopted, ayes 29, noes 6. 

It was ordered by the Society that the amendment be inserted as a 
new Article in the Constitution, to follow Article VII. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a Communication from the 
Board of Directors of the Newark Library Association, tendering 
the Society the free use of Library and Lecture Rooms in tbeir neip 
edifice about to be erected, for its permanent occupancy; and also a 
letter from the Board of Chosen Freebolders of Essex, offering the 
Society accommodations in the County Court House^ — Whereitpoiiy 
on the motion of Dr. Mukray, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be communicated. to 
the Directors of " The Newark Library Association" for their libe- 
ral offer of the free use of rooms in their edifice about to be eroded 
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Society. 

^Resolved, That the officers of the Society and members of the 
Executive Commi ttee^ residing in Newark, be a Committee to enter 
into the necessary arrangements with the Library Association, and 
to superintend the fitting up of the rooms appropriated for the nid 
of the Society. 

Resolved, That the letter of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of 
Essex County tendering to the Society the use of a room in the Court 
House, be referred to the same Committee, with authority to make 
such arrangements for the temporary location of the Library and 
Cabinet, either in the rooms thus generously offered or elsewhere, as 
they may deem advisable, and that the thanks of the Society be pre- 
sented to the Board 

The Society then took a recess until 4^ P. M., when the meeting 
was again organized. 

Mr. Wm. a. Whitbhed, from the Committee on Colonial Docu- 
ments, stated that since the adjourment at Newark the Committee 
had issued Circulars to members and others presumed to be interested 
in the proposed measure, and it was hoped that the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars would be raised without difficulty. He submitted a 
resolution authorizing the subscription of a blank sum in behalf of 
the Society towards the fund. 

Dr. Murray doubted the practicability of the measure, and whether, 
if successful, it would be a judicious expenditure of the money in the 
present condition of the Society. But the blank having been filled, 
the resolution passed, as follows : 

** Resolved, That the Treasurer be hereby authorized to subscribe 
the sum of One Hundred Dollars, in behalf of the Society, towards 
the Colonial Document Fund. 

Judge DuER presented to the Society a schedule of the recently 
discovered Stirling Papers, and stated that copies of such as the 
Society might wish to add to those already in their possession would 
be furnished gratuitously. On motion of Dr. J. S. Coymr, the 
schedule was referred to the Committee on Publications. 

There being no farther business before the Society, the Correspond- 
ing Secretary read a brief Biographical Sketch of Cortlandt Skinner, 
Kin^*3 Atto.ney General for the Provmce of New Jersey previous 
to the Revolution. 
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Dk. SBOVDFt^ atmoimeed his intentibft to colteet ttiiitMiAB ft^ 
a historical accoiint of the Hagnenot settlers in this part ot 4fa 
countrj, and wished the members of the Society possessing any 
'infomiatioii respecting ihem to eommnnicate it to him at New 
ilviinswidc* 

The Society then adjoomed to meet at Freehold on th^ VA S^ 
"tencibef* 
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JOURNAL 

KIFT DURZNO AH 

EXPEDITION TO CANADA IN 1776. 
BY EBENEZER ELMER, 

uvmifjjrff n tn tbibo BicmuNT ov raw jiisit tboops n tn oommxTAft 

SIBTIOl^ OOMHANSID BT OOLOrai. VJAS HATHOU 

rsmTED nox thb oRionrAi^ XAntrscBiPT* 
PftMAM to tU BlitoriMl Sooitiy by tU Boa. ti. Q* 0. BuoBt of Bf^^ 
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JOURNAL. 



[Tb8 author of the followinfl^ Journal was bom in Gedarville, Cumberland Co., N. J,, 
tn 1752. His grandfather was the Rev. Daniel £lmer who emigrated from Connecticut 
in the year 1727. 

Haviog prepared himself for the practice of medicine under the direction of his 
eldest brother, Dr. Jonathan Elmer, be was about to establish himself in his native 
place juflt as the call to arms resounded through the land, prompting every true patriot 
to buelcle on bis armour for the defence of the liberties of his country. 

Impressed with a firm conviction of the justness of the struggle in which the Colonies 
had engaged, and that an obligation rested upon all to do what they could in their 
support ; and believing-— as be states in some prefaratory remarks to his journal — that 
* his capacity and situation in life fitted him for it,' Dr. Elmer did not hesitate 'freely 
to engage in the service,* trusting, if called upon, ' boldly to venture his life in the 
righteous cause.' A preference for a military life, and a belief that it was calculated 
to open the door to a more extended knowledge of the world, had their full influence 
doubtless in bringing about this determination. 

On the 18th February, 1776, he received a commission as Ensign in the Sd New Jer- 
sey Regiment, his company being commanded by Joseph Bloomfield, afterwards Gov- 
ernor. In April following he was promoted to a second Lieutenancy, and in that 
capacity served during that campaign, the events of which, so for as the New Jersey 
troops were concerned, are recounted in the following pages. 

Lieutenant Elmer returned to Cohansey (as the region about Bridgeton was then 
OiUed) early in 1777, on the expiration of the time for which the troops were called 
into service; but a re-organisation of the army taking place in the spring, on the 1st 
April he was appointed Surgeon's mate, and on 8d July, 1778, Surgeon < f the 2d New 
Jersey Regiment and served until the close of the war, never being absent from duty. 
He was at the battles of Chad's Ford and Monmouth— participated in the inconveni- 
ences of Sullivan's expedition,* and was at the siege and capture of Cornwallis. 

The Brigade to which he was attached received their furlough on June 6th, 1783, 
and Dr. Elmer returned home, and entered into practice. The following year he 
married, and on 8d November was discharged from the service of the United States ; 
having served— as Ensign, Lieutenant^ Surgeon's mate and Sui^geon— seven years and 
nine months. 

In 1789, and in several succeeding years, he was a member of the Assembly— in 1791 
and 1795, being chosen Speaker. About this time he gave up his practice as a 
physician and moved upon a farm in the neighborhood of Bridgeton. In 1800 he was 

* See page 48 of this yolome for Extracts from his Journal during this Expedition. 
13 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 

elected s Bepresentatire in GongreM and sat in that body six yean daring the a^minli* 
tration of Mr. Jefferson, of which he was a supporter. His military life and fondness 
for military pursuits led to his appoiotmant as Adjutant General of the militia of the 
State, and for many years he was Brigadier General of the Cumberland Brigade i 
—during the last war with England commanding tbe troops stationed at Billingsport* 

In 1807 he changed his residence again to Bridgeton ; in which year and tabs* 
quently, in 181&, he was a member of the Council and Vice President^ In 1808 be 
was appointed to the Collectorship of the port of Bridgeton, ana held it with tbe 
exception of fire years (from 1817 to 1822) until 18S2, when having arrived at tbe age 
of four score years, he resigned the office and wholly declined public business. In 
1840 he lost his eye sight, which was a great deprivation, having tbroagh life been a 
diligent reader. 

He closed a long life of adtivity and usefulness, October 21st, 1843, aged ninety-one 
years, Integrity of character, generosity and benevolence of disposition, marked bin 
whole career, and he died highly esteemed by his fellow-eitizens. His funeral sermon 
was preached by tbe Rev. Ethan Osborne, one of his revolutionary compatriots, and 
his remains were deposited in tbe cemetery of the Presbyterian Church at Bridgeton, 
of which he had for many years been a member. 

Oenersl Elmer at the time of his death was President of the New Jersey Cincinatti 
Society, and the last surviving officer of tbe Kew Jersey line of the Bevolutionarjr 
Army.] 



CuHBEBLAini. 

By a recommendation delivered to tbe Provincial Congress of New 
Jersey, by my uncle Theophilus Elmer, Esq., delegate therein, a war- 
rant was issued out to me as ensign of a company to be commanded 
by Jos. Bloomfield, Esq., dated the 8th of February, 1775. Received 
by me 17th of the same month; began to recruit men 19th do., and 
filled our company by the 1st of March following — Josiah Seeley being 
appointed 1st Lieut, of said company, after\»ards resigned his com* 
mission, and by the captain and himself. Constant Peck, was appointed 
in his stead and established by Congress, tho' the berth properly be- 
longed to Wm, Gifford, the 2d Lieut Our company was reviewed, 
or rather passed as full 2d of March, but again reviewed 7th do. by- 
Col. Newcomb, Major Kelsey and Theophilus Elmer, Esq., by order 
from Col. Ellis of Gloucester — upon which the Captain rode up to 
Congress and got out warrants dated March 3d 1776, and returned 
with them 15th March: after which we continued in the county pre- 
paring for the campaign until 27th of March. 

March ^i2d, — Mr. Green preached us a sermon in the Court House, 
preparatory to our march, from Joel. 

March 26/A. — At evening, Mr. Kelsey and Mr. Hunter prayed 
with and exhorted. us to behave in a sober and becoming^ mann e ry 
after which Lieut. Gifibrd and self lodged at Miss Seeley's. At 4 
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io'dock in the morning, 27di, got op «nd prepared to march about 
day-break ; took leave of all our friends and set out on our journey 
with about 65 men in good spirits — God grant we may all return so 

— Marched up to where Daniel Stretch abused us^ for which 

we gave him a new coat of tar and feathers, made him give three 
hearty cheers and beg our pardon ; then proceeded on to the Death 
of the Fox that night ; very tired. 

March 2Sth. — Set out at daylight and arrived at Rancocus. 

March 29th, — Arrived at Burlington about 9 o'clock, much praised 
by all spectators ; went into barracks, put under orders, and a guard 
mounted. 

March 30/A. — Capt. Bloomfield went over the river to see the Gov- 
ernor. 

March Slst — Very wet and stormy. 

April 1st, 1776. — Half past 5 o'clock, A. M. — Set out on our march 
for Amboy ; the day proved very wet and the travelling exceeding 
bad ; however, we stood on and arrived at Cranberry that night, where 
we put up ; called 30 miles. 

AprU 2d, — Set out very early on our march ; went about 10 miles 
and our Capt. got in a chair and rode the rest of the way. About 2 
o'clock, P. M., arrived at South Amboy, eat our dinner and crossed 
over the ferry. When we found the barracks all full of Col. Heard's 
militia, we were obliged to proceed on to Woodbridge, and got billets 
in the town that night. 

April Sd. — Very wet and exceeding bad travelling ; however, we 
proceeded on to Elizabethtown and got into barracks, where we con- 
tinued until 16th. (1) Our men were much fatigued by the march, 



(1) Extracts from the Orderly Book of Colonel Dayton's Battalion— 
[In separate books Lieutenant Elmer recorded ail orders which he deemed of im. 
IK>rtance: — several of them are preserved, and such orders as illustrate the movements 
of the army, or are otherwise interesting wiU be given in notes under the dates on 
which they were issued.] 

" Elizabbthtowk, AprU Ist, 1776. 
[Regimental Orders by Col. Dayton.] 
No officer or soldier to absent himself from his Company without leave of the com- 
manding officer. Roil call to be attended to every morning at 9 o'clock, and when no 
exercise, at 5 o''clock in the evening, and all absentees to be reported to the command- 
ing officer. The troop to beat at 9 o^«lock m the morning, at which time all guards 
are to be relieved, the adjutant will take great care to see all the guards march off the 
parade in good order, and all sentries to stand while at their post, and to take proper 
notice of all officers that pass by ; the Colonel hopes not to hear of any more such un- 
floldierlike behaviour, as^soldiers singing or making a nose when on sentry;^The 
A^ataat will attend at head quarters for the future for orders, at 9 o'clock in the 
momiDg^ tnd one orderly Seijeant from each compuij will attend the Adjutant at his 
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which caused, together with a change of diet, a great deal of sickness 
amongst our men with colds^ quinsjs, &c. The Town consists of a 
large number of inhabitants, but scattering. Our men uninured to 
camp rations made great complaints at first A dispute arose betweea 
Capt Dickinson and Bloomfield about Seniority, but Bloomfield was 
Established the first 

April 8lh. — Set on a Regimental Court Martial, whereof Capt* 
Potter was President Capt. Bloomfield set out home to settle some 
business, when Lieut Gifibrd and myself were left with the command 

I k of the company. 

' ^ April I5tk, — Orders received to march to-morrow for Amboy. 
Bome of the men beings somewhat intoxicated, a^mutiny had^ like jft^ 

I have arosej^nongjhe^men ; but by the alertness of the officers it was 
quelled. (2) 

April IQlh. — The morning proved wet About 12 o'clock we set 
out and marched to Elizabethtown Point; took shipping and sailed 
to Amboy ; arrived there about 9 o'clock, P. M., and marched directly 
into the barracks. 



room for that pnrpose, at 10 o'clock ; Soldiers that bare got their regimental bats to bd 
careful to keep them cocked, and always to appear Deat and clean upon parade ; and 
as every soldier should be a gentleman, it is expected they will behave with civility to 
each otheV, and Vlttl 1116 fK^fifes^obeH fence and respect to all the officers. ^11 who 
are guilty of extravagant drinking, fighting and disobeying orders, will be very 
severely punished. 
The Adjutant is to see these orders read at the head of each company this erening. 



Col. Dayton orders that do soldier belong to the third Regiment enter the inclosure 
of any inhabitants or damage their fences in any account whaterer. The High Road 
is the proper place for men to walk in, therefore 'tis expected no soldiers will go out 
of it in future. Complaint having been made to the Colonel of soldiers firipg ^11 
carelegglj, by which itieans some persons hare been in great danger as t^y imagine',' 
it is strictly ordered that no person offer to fire a single shot without first obtaining 
leave from the commanding officer. Any one firing in disobedience of this order may 
depend on being punished as the law directs. 



EuzABSTHTOWv, April 15, 1776. 
(2) Col. Dayton orders that Capt. Bloomfield's, Patterson's, Ross's and Imlay*8 
companies be served with four days' provision this morning : that Capt. Potter's. 
Beading's and Thorp's be served this afternoon with three days'—the whole to be 
dressed. The whole regiment are to hold themselres in readiness to march to morrow 
morning ; the Gleneral to beat at break of day, the assembly at 7 o'clobk, and at 8 the 
whole to march ofif. Colonel Dayton recommends it to the officers of the respectivs 
companies to be careful that their men behave themselves well on their march, that 
tley by no means injure or abuse any of the inhabitants. Serjeant Tounglore, of 
Capt. Patterson's company, is for the present appelated (o act as Ssijeant Major, and 
k lobe obeyed as such. 
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AprU iBih. — Began to work on Ad lower enii^nchment, whieh h 
a fortification of size sufficient to contain about 200 men in Trape- 
zium with four acute angles, the middle nearly square ; Major with na 
all day. (3) 

April I9th — Thirteen of our men which we left behind came up, 
by whom we were informed of the death of Lieut. Peck, which 
caused great grief to all of us. He died the 9th instant. We eon^ 
tinned here with our companies half at work, the other half exer- 
cising, beside what were on guard, which were 24 privates, 2 Serjeants, 
2 corporals and 1 officer, until Sunday, 28th. 

April 27th. — Sat on a Court Martial, Capt Imlay, President. (4) 

AprU 28th, — We set out from Amboy with the other 4 companies 
which were on Staten Island, to Elizabethtown. The Lieut Colonel 
and Major marched with us, and we had a very agreeable tour; sr* 
rived about sunset at Elizabethtown, when we were dismissed and our 
men went into barracks. Members of the meeting set about Mn 
Caldwell's going to Quebec with us, which was agreed on after some 
debate. Drank tea at Colonel Dayton's ; then went to Major Spen* 
cer's to lodge. Received here 2d Lieut, and Wm. Norcross, Ensign, 

Ambot, AprU 19, 1776. 

(8) That one half the whole men in barracks now fit for duty, turn out for work at 
8 o'clock ia the morDiog, with one commissioned officer and two non-commissioned 
officers to every twenty privates. The men that are off duty to parade for exercise and 
the officers of the respective companies carefully to examine their arms and report 
the state of them to the commanding officer. 

1 Serjeant, 1 Corporal, and 15 privates to mount gnard until further orders. All \ 
prisoners with their crimes to be immediately reported to the commanding officers. j 
The officer of the day to visit the barracks twice a day at least, and see that the men { 
clean the rooms and dress the victuals properly and not waste any. 

The orders given at Elizabethtown to be observed in this place. 

An Orderly Serjeant will attend the Adjutant from each company, with an orderlj 
book in which he will copy these orders, and take care to show them to all the officers 
of his company. 

Return to be made this afternoon of the number of coats each company has and th« 
number yet wanted by each company, that they may be procured as soon as posssible. 

Akbot, April 27, 1776. 
(5) The four Companies which now are in Amboy Barracks are to get in readineii 
io march for Elizabethtown to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock ; the baggage belonging to 
said companies are carefully to be collected in order to be left in the Quartermaster's 
care, by him to be forwarded to New York in a boat. 

It is recommended to the officers to be alert in seeing that their respective compii* 
Dies are completely prepared for marching, the men wearing their best clothes, iht 
soldiers are to carry their knapsacks with their provisions and a blanket. 

The soldiers are excused from fatigue and duty this afternoon to prepare fo^ mardi* 
ing. The roll to be called at 6 o'clock this evening. 

By F. BARBER, 

Hijor l8tBslt«liofi hMKf'9nop9. 
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Monday, April '2dth. — Got breakfast and set out from Elizabetbtown 
to New York about 9 o'clock ; marched down to the Point and then 
went on board of a boat and arrived at New York about 2 o'clock 
P. Mm just as it came on to rain ; got quarters in a deserted house, 
and staid there viewing the town and fortifications till May 3d. 

May 1st, — In the evening we and two or three battalions were 
drawn up in the main stieet for some secret purpose of the Generally 
and were dismissed aboat 8 o'clock. 

May 2d, — Were mustered by the Muster Master General^ and the 
whole battalion greatly applauded. General Washington made bold 
to say we were the fl )wer of all the North American forces. (5) 

Friday, May 3d. — Embarked both CoL Wmd's and Dayton's bat« 
tallions on board of sloops for Albany : about 12 o'clock, having all 
things in readiness, we set sail, having Capt. Conway and 12 of his 
men with our company, beside some passengers. Those of our com- 
pany that came with us are the following, viz : 

Cadet. Privates, 

Edmund Thomas. Elnatban Langlej, 

Serjeants, Jona. Davis, 

Becompence Leake, Annanias Sajre, 

David Dare, Abram Garrison, 

Street MaskiH, Philip Go^gin, 

Preston Hannah. Ephraim Bennit, 

Corporals, Daniel Rice, 

John Reeves, John Nutter, 

Garoll Whitekar, P. Ketcham, 

Jona. Lummis, Samuel Dowdney, 

Thomas Parker. Samuel Potter, 

Drummer. Richard Burch, 

Joseph Riley. Tuley Jenkins, 

Fi/er. Eben. Woodrufl^ 

Lewis James. Wm. Haynes, 

Privates, Alex. Jones, 

Glover Fithian, John Casperson, 

John Jones, Davis Langley, 

Clement Remingtoo, Elijah Wheaton, 

Ezekittl Brayman, Wm. McGee, 

Edward RusseL Moses Tullis, 

Nbw York, May 2, 1776. 
Brigadb Ordbbs. ' ' 

(5) Sir— Tou are to order the commanding officer on board each vessel whidli 
carries the troops belonging to your regiment to proceed directly to Albany and there 
wait for further orders from you or the commanding officer of your regiment then on 
the spot, who is to wait on General Schuyler or the commanding officer at Albany, 
pAd take bis directions and pursue them ; each Captain that embarks, as well as all 
field officers, to have a copy of these orders. 

JOHN SULLIVAN, Brig. GeoenL 
To Lioai. Colonel Warn. 
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Wm. McOrahy Charles Coaiinwe» 

Davis Bivens, Isaac Hazleton, 

David MartiD, Charles McDade, 

Charles Boweo, Phillip Shepard, 

Daniel Ireland, John Barre^ 

Daniel Lawrence, James Raj, 

Elijah Moore, Robert Griggs, 

Wm. Tullis, Reed Sheppard, 

John Major, Bennit Ganison, 

Uriah Maul, Matthias GarrisoOi 

Asariah Casto, Benjamin Ogden, 

John Burroughs, John Rojal, 

James Logan, Joseph Garrison, 

Abraham Hazleton, Lewis Thompson, 

Othniel Johnston, Samuel Jackson, 

Henrj Bragg, Abraham Dorchester, 

James Rilej, Benjamin Simkins, 

James Buren, Joel Garrison, 

Daniel Moore, Thomas Gibson, 

Wm. Smith, Oliver Shaw. 

Peter Birnej, 
Benjamin Map(:fy and Erick Johnston left sick at New York* W« 
left New York in good spirits and many groggy. With a fine B0Uth<^ 
erly breeze sailed up the river ; at evening passed the Highlands and 
went to rest. 

Saturday, May 4th. — Wind very light and ahead, came to an an- 
ohor. 

Sunday, May 5lhy 1776. — Having run aground the night before and 
uncertain whether we should get off and no wind ; about 2 o'clock 
P. M. Mr. Neal, a passenger, Mr. Thomas, Sergeant Leake and my- 
self went ashore to walk up on foot about 40 miles. Travelled on 
till evening and put up at a Dutch tavern, in sight almost all the way 
of the Blue Mountain. 

Monday, May 6th. — We got breakfast and travelled on thro* the 
country. It is very hilly and mountainous and of solid stones. The 
blue mountains lay on the west side of the river, to appearance about 
40 or 50 miles up the river. Arrived at Albany near evening, all 
wet and weary, and put up at a Dutch tavern upon the river. 

Tuesday, May 1th. — Stayed all day reviewing the town and pro. 
curing quarters for our men, which are very hard to be got : towards 
evtojkig the transport sloops began to arrive with a damp southerly 
breeze. The town is of some considerable bigness, with two Dutch 
churches and one English Presbyterian meeting in it. 

Wednesday, May 8th. — Our company came up this morning with 
almost all the remainder of General Sullivan's Brigade. The day wet 
and the town crowded with soldiers and Indians, being about 4000 
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•oldiere ; 8<^thftt we ^¥ere greatly pat to it for qmrters for pur men, 
and at last were obliged to stow the whole companj ia one room in 
barracks. 

Tkursdatf, May 9th, — Fair weather ; aboot with the men ; towards 
evening the whole brigade were called together as follows, viz : Col. 
Stark's. Wind's, Wayne's, Reed's, Irvin's and Dayton's regiments, and 
paraded on General Schayler's meadow ; reviewed by His Honor and 
General Sullivan, with a train of Indians following* 

Friday, May 10^.-— ^General Court Martial sitting, of which Lieat 
CoL Ogden is President, and Capt. Bloomfield a member ; began to 
pitch our tents on an eminence at the S. W. end of the town ; had 
some exercising ; showery after, and dreadful slippery ; Court Martial 
trying an officer for heading a fray, in which the riflemen cnt and hack- 
ed ours with their tomahawks much ; was introduced to Gen. Sullivan. 

Saturday, May 1 l/A.-^Nothing material happened this day. CoL 
Dayton and Parson Caldwell arrived here : w^jtojgjtegin to f eel some 
of the hardships of warj may God of his Almighty power support 
and defend us. 

Sunday, May 12^^— ^Went in the forenoon with a number of the 
men and half the officers to the Presbyterian meeting here, where 
Sfr^jCaldwell preached from several of the first verses of the 27th 
Psalm. He addressed us in a very pretty manner, exhorting us all to 
pot our trust and confidence in the Lord, who is alone able to pre* 
serve and defend us. In the afternoon, he preached from Romans, 
T. 1 and 2, *' Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ" — from which he preached a 
good experimental sermon. At evening, tho' just come from meeting, 
we were very rude. (6.) 

(6) General Orders issued bj Brigadier General Sttlliyak at Albant, Haj 12, 1776. 
Parolb Durham. 
Cd. Hinds's regiment to inarch to-morrow morning at 6 o'clock, the Colonel to order 
the general to beat the drum at half past 4, upon which the soldiers are to strike their 
tents and make them up. The tents and the baggage are immediately to be sent to 
the wharf, and put under the care of those persons who are to guard the baggage on 
board the batte^ux. The boards for the tent floors are also to be taken and piled up in 
^e pile, and at 6 o'clock the Colonel is to order the assembly to beat; upon which the 
regiment is to parade with their arms, &c, and to march ofif immediately to TicoD.. 
deroga, the route, together with the marching orders, will be delirered out this day at 
orderly time. The Quarter Master of Col. Hind's regiment, or the persons acting as 
such, to see that the provisions are drawn for the men tcnight, that no delay may hap- 
pen on that account. Col. Irvin's regiment is to march on Tuesday morning, Col. 
Dayton's regiment on Wednesday at 6 o'clock, each of these regiments in their turn 
|o fdlow the above directions for their march, and to call on the Brigade Major for their 
ffdsrs for xowxhing sod the route tbe preoedios day at orderly time. 
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Monday, May IStk — Cool and pleasant; wrote S Mlera home; 
at 5 o'clock P. M., three battalions of the brigade were drawn up, and 
a man for n>uti nj_j;e ceived 39 lashes on his bare __backj^ and "w^i^J. 
"3r5mmed"put^f the j^imenF witt th^ j*ope jibout his necls._ After 
which our regiment were drawn Up on parade and were addressed by 
the Colonel, in which he declared his hearty willingness to march on 
with us, to head us in aU danger, and hoped none of the men would 
act so disgraceful a part as to leave him ; after which the Chaplain 
then addressed us in a very spirited manner, setting before our eyes 
the glorio qapfiaa of ihe4Mua8aJU)d the obligationsjye are under to our 
country and^God to stand to our colours, and concluded wit|t 
pray^M'y) 

^^fuesday, May 14</k.— Attended prayers in the morning, and then 
were dismissed to prepare for marching to Ticonderoga next morning, 
•eeordiog to general orders. (8) 

The General ezpreisly forbids the txvag of guns upon any pretence whsteTcr. He 
enjoins it upon the Commissioned and Non-Commissioned CNffieers to use their otmoet 
endearours to suppress the pernicious practice of destroying ammunition, which is so 
much needed in our army. A 8eijeant, Corporal and 18 priTates froni Col. Dayton's 
regiment, to parade at the City Hall to-morrow morning at half-past 6 o'clock, without 
arms, and wait for orders. * * * * * 

The Quarter Masters of the scTeral regiments^ and those who act as such, are to see 
that the surplus provisions on board the several transports which brought up their 
troops are collected immediately, and delivered to the Commissary, and his receipt 
taken therefor. A true copy. EBEN ELMER, Lt. 



Gbkeral Ordeis, Ifay IZfh, 177S. 
Parolb Thomas. 
(7) Col. Irtin with his regiment do march to-morrow morning at 6 o'clock, obsenr- 
Ing the same rule for prepariog as were pointed out for Col. Wind's by the orders of the 
12th instant A Serjeant and 6 men from the two Companies of Col. Wayne's, and a 
Corporal and 6 men fro'ii Col. Dayton's, to parade at the City Hall, at half-past 5 in 
the morning, and wait for orders. A copy of the route with the marching orders for 
Col. Inrin, will be delivered to his Adjutant by the Major of Brigade. This afternoon' 
the officers and men who are to guard the baggage are to be paraded on the wharf by 
the City Hall, and at half past 5 o'clock in the morning, ready to go ofif with the 
baggage. The overseer of the batteauz to see that the batteaux, men, Ac., are fur- 
nished ready to set off with the baggage at 6 o'clock precisely. 

Major BARBER, Field Officer. 



General Orders. 

Albany, 3£ay 14, 1776. 
(8) Col. Datton to march to-morrow morning at 6 o'clock ; he is to observe the 
same directions in preparing for his march as pointed out for Col. Wind's and CoU 
Irvin's. The copy of bis rout** and hia marching orders will be delivered him by Ihe 
Brigade Major this afternoon at 8 o^clock. Col. Waine is to. march on Tuesday moror 
teg with that part oi his regiment now in this city, or that may arrive by that time. 
14 



Digitized by 



Google 



10S 

WeA^esdm^, May 15/*.~ThU dajr wat «ppoiDled foms to let i^ut 
frpm Albany to Quebec, but hy reason of some matters not being. 

Paroib, Laks Obobos. 

Beg^imental Otdtrs, Mtj 14th, 177«. 
Col. Dattov ordMi-*Tbat tb« QiMrtar Master ap{»lj for faofttt ibis afterBOon* and. 
If possible, the hearj baggaice be put on board ibis aftemooo ; the tents to be struck, 
half aft*r i o'clock to-morrow mominji:, thef whole to he on board by 5, The 
bagflrage guard wilt attend at the same time, the whole regiment is to be formed aii4 
ready to maroh at six preciselj. All the offioera are expected ^UBetnaU/ to Mtepd 
and to be very careful to prevent the men drinking to ezo^ss. 

Bbigaini Obi>bb8« _ 

Albakt, J% \UTi, 1776. 

Sir— Tou are to f rder the general to heat at your encJampment at half-past (bur 
o'clock to-morrow morning, whereupon yonr men are to strike their tents^ Bsake^iem 
up and eoBTey them with the heary baggage of your reguneat to the dock where the 
batteaux will be ready to reoelre them. The boards now used for flooring your tentt 
vre to be piled up in one pile and lett under the eafe of a sentry, to be fhmished from 
the main guard ; a Captain with a sufficient guard is to be dranghted o«t to gMrd tlMr 
l>i«ira^ ^bo are to be paraded at the City Hall at six o'clock, to take care of the. 

You are to order the assembly to heat precisely at 6 o'clock, upon which your regi* 
ment is to parade under arms with their packs slung, and you are to man^ them off 
immediately for Tieonderoga, takli^ care to hasten your march as much «8 peesiblew 

You are to pay particular attention to the orders of Mtjor General Schuyler, issued 
on the 9th instant A copy of the route for your baggage, together with these orders, 
will he delivered you by the Major of Brigade. Tour general character as an officer, 
the good conduct of your officers, and the orderly, soldier-like behariein* of your aseii 
unce under my command, gives me the fuller assurance that no in»«lt or abuse wiU 
be offered by your regiment to the inhabitants of the country through which you ar»* 
to pass. 
f Should you depart fh>m Tieonderoga for Canada before I join you, you will take 
care to see that the inhabitants of the country arr treated in such a manner as will 
convince them that we come to protect and not to distress them. 
[ True policy will direct us to cultivate the good opinion ot a people whose friendship 

is of so much importance to the American cause. 
I At every place you may encamp a good guard should be furnished and sentry post- 
ed all around your encampments, as well to prevent desertions as to guard againtfi 
[ any surprise. 

It is a maxim in war to march with the same caution in an enemy's country as in a 
friend's, and this rule should be adopted in its fullest latitude in a country where th» 
^friendship of its inhabitants j^ fit beet but doubtfuL In the whole of your march your 
regiment is to be^ marched in as close order as^ossible, and a strong and trusty resr* 
guard is to be kept at a convenient distance from your regiment, to prevent desei^ 
tions and to prevent any abuses to the inhabitants of the country. 

I sincerely wish you an agreeable march, and am, with much esteem, your most 
obedient servant, JAS. SDLLIYAK, Brig. General. 

To Col, Datton. 

Route for General Suluyan's Brigade. 

Albant, May 9th, 1776. 
The first regiment to-morrow, the next on Saturday, the 8d on Monday, 4th on Tues* 
day, 5th on Wednesday, Gth on Thursday; batteauxs will be provided here to transport 
fiieirbaggagetoHalf Moon, whioh is thout IS miles firoxn hence; thsre sU to diseow' 
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made ready, the orders trer© eodntermaaded. Ve«7 earij, we were 
awekened by a report from the tents that some of our men had de-, 
aertedijopon which we got up and went there, found Seeley and Ben- 
jamin Jenkins, Eben WoodrnflT, VtiA Maul, Lewis Thompson and 
James Logan were aetoalty gone. Wnit, McGrgh of oar company 
died this morning in the hospital with pleucUx^ and we are tol d_Erick 
Johnston«..whom we left at New York, is dead. News from Quebec 
reports that General Howe has arrived there and drove away our men, 
who left all their sick, arms and prpvisions in his hands, upon which 
account they are now in a suffering condition. At 6 o'clock attended 
with the whole battalion the funeral of Wm. McGrah. The officers 
all marched in the rear, first Ensigns, then 2d Lieuts., then 1st Lieuts.t 
then Captains and the field ofiicers last. The guard consisting of 1^ 
men armed, went before the corpse. At the grave our Chaplain ad- 
dressed us and then prayed, after which we were dismissed. General 
orders, by reason of the situation of the troops at Canada, are for us 
to tary till farther orders. (9) 

bark and pot in wapfoos and carried to StiQ Waier, twelve miles fiirther. At Stitl 
Water it is again i>ut into batteaux and carried to Peter McLarin's at the Little Falls, 
about 15 miles. There it is put again mto carriages and carried across a small portage 
of about half a mile. Batteaux take it there and convey it to Fort Milier Falls, about 
three and a half miles, where it is carried across bj land about half a mile and then 
transported bj water to Fort Edward, about eight miles, and thence it is conveyed in 
carriagas to Fort Greorge, about 15 miles, where the troops embark in batteaux, 
and crossing Lake George— about 8S miles— the batteaux, provision, baggage, &c., 
ana taken out and carried to the waters leading to Lake Champlain, about one and a 
balf miles. From this place the whole goes in batteaux to St. Johns, at the north 
end of Lake Champlaia— about 110 miles -and thence down the river Sorel to where 
it fiills into the St. LawreBce--aibout 45 miles— and thence down the St. Lawrence to 
^tivbeq, aboBt ISO miles. 



Head Quartsrs, Fort Grorgi, MaylZtht 1776. 
Obitiral Ordirs. 

(9) CoL Bead's Regiment to mareli without the least delay to this port, bringing 
wi<h them their field equipage and leaving all their heavy baggage, with a guard to 
like care of It 

All the etWr Regiments of General SulKvaa'a Brigade to halt where Oapt Windelt 
may meet tbem, unless they should be between any of the ports above mentinned in 
Iheir nrate^ U wUch place they are to come on to the next place mentioned in their 
nvte. 

Oar aflUn im CaBad% of whieh the General has been informed by eKpress, are m 
math a sitnatioo that he entreats every officer to exert himself in forwarding the pro- 
Tieions, wtthout which the troops most most eertainly leave the country. 

In this state of matters he hopes the officers will induce the men to be contented 
vith such provisions as can be proeored for them. 

Cbe powder t9 eomt ea with itt sapeiMoB. 

T. 8CHUTXBR, 1C|{. CNMid. ' 



\ 
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Thursday, JMay 16<A.— Clear brigbt morning ; towards evetting we 
were ail able bodied and effective with aecoutrementa complete^ drawn 
up and strictly examined by General Sullivan, and ordered to appear 
40 the most able from each company with two officers to morrow at 6 
o'clock, with all things in order and 6 day's provisious in our knap- 
aacksy to go on a secret expedition. 

Friday^ May ilth, being a Continental Fast Day. We assembled 
at 6 A. M., and prepared 40 of each company to march off, but a 
want of a sufficient number of cartridges detained them till 1 o'clock* 
Capt Bloomfield and Lieut Gifford went, but I was obliged to stay^ 
being so lame I was not able to march. 

Saturday, May ISth, — Wet; exceedingly lame with my ancle; 
staid in the house almost all the day. News from Quebe^s very threat- 
ening ; if we cannot keep our station at Montreal, most inevitable 
ruin must follow to the cause. (10) 

Sunday, May 19/A. — Pleasant agreeable weather. Received news 
by people but 12 days from Quebec, that in the retreat of our troops 
the 2d Jersey and Pennsylvania battalions acted with s| irit, firing all 
the way back upon the enemy, by which they lost a considerable 
number of men. They could not tell whether any of the enemy were 
killed or not, but judged some were without any doubt. 

Monday, May 20th. — Very lame, with my ancle ; mounted guar4 
at half past 10 o'clock. Orders came to parade the whole guard and 
go up to the tents, mount a quarter guard, and dismiss the others to 
prepare for marching to follow after those gone with Col. Dayton, io 
order to subdue Johnston and his brood of Tories — upon which* aa I 
was lame, it was agreed that the other officers should go along, and I 



Gbneril Obdbbs. 

iffly 18^ 177«. . 
(10) Co). Wayne, with thai part of his regimeotoow in this citj, to marokto-iiiorrtif 
BioniiDg at o*eloclc His route aod marehiBg orden wtU be delivertd him this after- 
noon by the Brigade Major. Ck>l. White to remain here with Col. Dayton's Rc^men^ 
tiU CoL Dayton returns with his party from Tryon county. As soon as these treopa 
return, Col. Dayton is to march with the whole of his regiment, except three compat 
Biia,for LakaGaoiv«> pursninff the same route pointed out in his form for marohioK 
orders. These three coaipanies to be ieft here to assist in forwardisic provisionsit 4cw 
till further orders. Col. Cortland is appointed president of the General Court Martial 
la room of Lt CoL White. Col. Wayne to take with him all the prisoners in the 
nain or quarter guards belonging to, his reigiment. Col. Dayton to bring onalltha 
prisoDers belonging to the brigade^ whi^b m^ hi VBk ei(i^ «f tJi»fkau^rd« %t tjbaj|i|ao 
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stay behind with those who were stek and anfit for dotj. At 5 o'clock 
they were all as were able paraded in the main street and marched off. 
Col. White gave the following orders — 

Albany, JIfay 20/A, 1776. 

SiK — ^You are to stay at this place ; take care of the men left be- 
hind ; see that the sick are taken care of by the Surgeon's mate ; that 
all deserters are properly secured, and that the provisions are forward* 
ed on very early in the morning. The Commissary will deliver yoa 
bread or any thing else that is wanting. You are to obey and take 
directions from the commanding officer of this town, as you are also 
to obey any commands that you shall receive, from time to time, from 
Col. Dayton, or your very humble servant, 

ANTHONY W. WHITE, Lieut CoL 

To Lieut Elmer. 

Tuesday, May 2lst — Cool windy weather. Busy in the morning 
^tending away the provisions and men. Drawing provisions for those 
behind, and settling matters among the companies. Received new 
intelligenee from Canada this morning, which report that a second 
defeat is received from our foes ; that all are sick, cannon and pro- 
visions are taken ; that the Canadians, French and Indians have now 
risen against us, and that dreadful consequences are feared from that 
quarter. Indeed, if reports be true, nothing but the power of an 
Omnipotent God, stretched forth for our relief, can preserve us from 
tttter destruction. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Yesterday, befoje the troops march* 
ed on our encampment, there were 4 or 5 men whipped very severely, 
and dismissed to duty. About 8 o'clock, P.lV f ^^^ harles^ McDade died 
ia.gjnia6r^Ie poudltionjjvithout anjr bed to lie on. God grant wT 
may all take warning by every death that happens amongst as, to 
prepare for oar own dissolution, to which we are all hastening. 

Wednesday, May 22d. — ^The men all scattered about ; went up to 
the barracks, got a person to make a coffin for Charles McDade ; with 
much trouble got men to dig the grave, all seemed to prefer their own 
ease to all things else^ Having little regard to deaths if ft even cqmjgg^ 
'"TnTpjITeir own tents, so desperately depraved is human nature, that 
unless the Lord mollify their hearts, nothing will touch them? About 
nr8 o'clock a dozen of us went and buried Charles in as decent a man- 
ner as we were capable, and I paid 10 shillings for his coffin of rougb 
boards nailed together ; after that I had considerable conversation 
wHh Dr. Read upon the practice of physic, and particularly the study 
tbertof. H« fervid hk tfaM uddtr Dr. Utrm of Philadelphia. 
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DfiSCBlPTION OF TH£ CITT OF ALBANY. 

The town consists of a large number of houses, mostly old Duteh 
buildings : it stands in the valley on the West side of North River ; 
the hill on the back of the town is as high as the tallest houses. It 
18 the value of half a mile long upon the river, or more, and about 40 
perches from the water up. There are no streets which lead straight 
up from the water, and those which run parallel with the river, which 
are only two, have several windings in their course. The land is 
Yery clayey and slippery in wet weather. In the hilly part of the 
town is very fine meadow ground. Some distance from town, on the 
S. W, side upon the brink of the hill, stands General Schuyler's 
house, which is a very stately building, with fine meadows before his 
door. The land in general, especially on the east side of the river, is 
pine woods and very hilly. There is, however, some very good land 
on the west side in the vales. The city has a Mayor and Alderman 
in it, tho' the Mayor is a rank Tory, and so are many of the inhab- 
itants, though a great many are staunch Whigs. Lodged all night in 
the Colonel's niarkee. 

Thursday f May '23rd, — Finding the men left behind with me very 
negligent, and careless of their duty, I issued out the following orders: 

Albany, May2^rd, 1770. 
Sir — You are to take six men out of difl'erent companies, such as 
are the most able, this morning at 8 o'clock, for a guard, one only of 
which to stand sentry at a time and be relieved properly. You will 
take care to inform the guard, that unless they attend to their business 
and not be strolling about from their duty, proper notice will be takea 
of them, which, perhaps, may not be very agreeable. I should be 
▼ery glad if you could, with the assistance of Serjeant Seamens and 
others, who may be trusted, procure a complete listj:kf JiU the soldiers 
and women now in_thjs town b Irm^ing to Col. Daytpn's regimentT^ 
\ tKe^stafiToTlheir health and tTie place of their lodging, and make re- 
i turn thereof to me this afternoon, which will greatly oblige your very 
; humble servant, EBtSN ELMER, Lieut 

> To Serjeant Pabker. 

This day IftJfijeilgraJiroii^^ into towti. 

I went and ptit them under guard with handcufiTs on them, two joined 
together* The deserters confined aae as follows : 

J^cob Buut, John Fox, James MoNighl, John Hoof, of Capt Ross's 
Companj ; John Love« CoaMUns I^f^ Joim Sedami Jacob. Sjmtbt of 
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Capt Reading's Company; John Liber^ Pkilip Rtckaf, oi caplv 
Sharp's Company. 

Friday, itfaj/ 24iA.-*-Went to the gaard and got provisions for 
the deserters, &c. Mr. Caldwell came to town. By the last intelli* 
gence from Canada* we are informed that no new troops have come 
there ; but it being their last tragic effort — being bare of provisions— 
by the use of some merchant ships to make our people think there was 
a reinforcement arrived, and by that means drove off our people and 
took possession of their provisions The most stupid and cowardly 
piece of conduct, to all appearances, that ever our people were guilty 
of. When one would have thought that a little spirit and resolution 
could have finished the contest and given us possession of the town, 
we are deprived of all provisions and a great many arms, and indeed / 
out of almost all hopes of being able to recover our loss in season to 1 
make a conquest there before more troops ^o actually arrive. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Had some talk with Mr. Caldwell. Our people expected back 
some time next week. 

Saturday, May 25/^. — Cool windy morning, much cooler than any 
weather I ever knew of this time of year before. Not fully informed 
when our regim«^nt is to return, bought a pair of mockasins, price Gs. 
Some better of my lameness. The night proved wet. 

Sunday, May 20th, 1776.— The morning was cloudy. Slept till 8 
o'clock ; become like the sluggard, never satisfied with sleep. ♦ ♦ ♦ 
Went to the Engh'sh church here in the forenoon, attended prayers 
and reading of a sermon from James 3 — 17. In the afternoon it 
came on to rain and proved a very cold storm. 

Monday, May 27th, — Cold and cloudy. Reports say that a fleet 
of the English troops are now off Sandy Hook, and about coming up 
to York ; if so. I do imagine they will meet with a warm reception. 
Our people expected to-morrow. A man belonging to Connestioga, 
coming in his chair from that place here^ was murdered about 4 miles ; 
from here and all his money was stolen. No news of consequence \ 
from Canada. To-day is a holiday among the people here ; very few j 
stores or workmen of any kind are at work, not even so much as they 
are of a Sunday. Towards evening a vast crowd of people were 
gathered upon the hill, where the negroes and some white people held I 
a merry dance They continued their dance, shifting it when night i 
came into the houses, all night long. I 

Tuesday, May 28th, \776. — Clear and pleasant. Drew provision 
this morning for the remainder of the Battalion here, a copy of which 
I insert as a precedent to be remembered : , 
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66 




28 




28 




60 




28 




16 




28 . 




24 




24 
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Ettnni of proriBions to be draum for the remaiodef of Col. Dattoh's Re^nmeot, or^ 
BatUdion, now in AltNmy, for four days, from the 28th to Slst of Kay, 1776, both 
days included. 

Men. 

For Gapt Bloomfield's Company, 14 

For Gapt. Diekioson's Company, 7 

For Capt Potter's Company, 7 

For Capt Paterson** Company, 15 

For Capt. Ross's Company, 7 

For Capt. Reading's Company, 4 

For Capt Imlay's Company, 7 

For Capt. Sharp's Company, 6 

For new Recruits, 6 

Total, 78 4 292 

EBEN ELMER, Lieut 

A COPY OP A MORNINO REPORT. 
A morning: report of Gapt Josiph Bi.ooiiriiu>'a Company lying la Gamp at Albany « 
Hay 26th, 1776: 

Ser- Cor- Drummer Bank 
Jeaots porals. A Fifer. A File. 
Prwent fit for duty, 8 8 2 66 

On duty, 10 7 

Sick, 10 8 

Deserted, 6 

1 "4 1 77 

Extraordinaries, 1 

STREET HASKELL, Orderly 

What a scene of trouble and fatigae is brought aboat by war f 

And what an immense cost it will bring upon the Colonies ! There 

are at present about 7,000 soldiers in the Northern service at 6 2-^ 

dollars per month each, which amounts to £17,500. Commanded by 

4 Brig. Generals, whose pay is 8130 each, which amounts to £185 

per month, with 15 Colonels, >^ho8e pay is 950 each per month, which 

iimounts to £'281 5s. per do. ; with 15 Lieut Colonels, whose pay is 

840 per month, which amounts to £225. Reckoned all up thus : 

4 Brig. Generals at $180 each per month, ia £185 Oa. Od. 

Subsistence, 8 rations each, at 198. 6d. each ration per month, 81 4 
15 Colonels, pay $50 each per month, amounts to 

Subsistence, 6 rations each, at 19s. 6d. each per month, is 
15 Lieut Colonels, pay $40 per month, 

Subsistence, 5 rations each, 
15 Majors, pay $82 each. 

Subsistence, 4 rations each, 
120 Captains, pay $26 2-8 each, 

Subsistence, 8 rations each, at do. 
240 Lieuts., pay $18 2-3 each per month, 

Subsistence, 2 rations each, at do. 
180 Ensigns, pay $18>^ escb| 
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ir.500 
6,8^ 






£siy,879 16 


6 
12 



la 

• ^ 8«b■i•i•o•^ »T»tioM mfHit fti io. 

7,000 Soldiers, pay 6 2-3 duIUm each, 
SubdUtence, 1 ration e<tcb, at do.. 

Per month, 

Per jear, £856,567 18 

This calculation, however, cannot in the whole be reckoned com- 
plete, as there is an omission of Aid de- Camps, Brigade Majors and 
all StaflT Officers, which will amount to a con^iilerable sum, 

Kow, if we compute this to be one fourth part of the co8t of our 
Army, which is little enough, the vf bole aiuouat thereof virill be, 
V^r year, £1,484,281 18i. Od. 

To which, if we add the Congress and other expenses, at least it 
must be 565,763 8 



Whole expense per year, £*i,'i(K),i)uO 

This^ at best, is but a veiy random draft, yet by what I can find 
oat, the expense is lai I full as small as what it in reality is. Besides 
all thiA, every Colony is striking money for discharging debts of a 
Provincial nature. 

Went in the afternoon to their holiday dance, which still con- 
tinues. They hold their dance on the back part of the town. Ne* 
groes, men and women, dance with a number of the first rate 
young and old men and women, as spectators. But what is most re- 
markable of all is their music, which is what they call a drum with 
a bee hive or the like, with a sheep skin stretched over it, upon which 
thoy beat with their hands, to which they dance with great jollity 
and mirth. This evening ("apt. BloomfielJ, with another Captain 
came in town with Lady Johnston, a prisoner, biinging news that we 
are to be stationed at or near Johnston, to keep back the Indians. 

Wednesday, May 2\)th, 1770. — Cool morning. Waited on Captain 
Bloomfield. Lady Johnston was delivered to the Comntittee. Capt. 
Patterson and Mr. Norcross arrived. Patterson found much fault of 
oar losing some of his spirits, 6lc, 

**ExTHACTs FRoai Capt. Bloomfield's Journal. 

Johnstown, May 20lk, 1776. 
*'This morning the Commissioners, appointed by General Schuyler to 
treat with the Imlians, arrived in town, and at 12 the Indian King, 
accompanied by the Sachems and Indian Warriors, painted and 
dressed in a warlike manner, arrived, and the treaty was opened by 
the Indians demanding in a haughty manni^r of our gr^t warriMr 
<at Ihfity calltd Col* Dajftoo) wbat ht OMNmt by cmomg kiio Am 
15 
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t6xitiirf iHth armed troops, and whether be tras fSr peaee of wat f 
To which Col Dayton replied, that he came not to molest our br<y* 
there, the Mohawks, bat to suppress the Highlanders and others who 
had taken up arms against Congress, and hoped our brothers, the 
Mohawks, w<H]ld not interfere in our family quarrel with Great 
Britain. They said we came to take Sir John's life, their good old 
friend. Sir Wm. Johnston's son ; that they loved Sir Wm., who 
WAS their father, for his sake they would protect his s<^ ; that Sir 
Wm.'s blood ran in their veins, was mixed with their blood, and 
they would stand by him. After much more altercation, the treaty 
was aHjourned till to-morrow, the Indians first promising that their 
warriors should be peaceable till the treaty was over. It is really 
surprising to see what an assuming behaviour those savages pdt 
on whilst on Council, thoy sat in their Indian pHinted warlike dresa» 
with their Indian tomahawks with pipes. The handle of the toma* 
hawk being the tube, and the head of the hatchet being the bow), 
and smoking with such a confident air of dignity and superiority 
as it they were above all other beings, ruled, and their authority 
extended over the whole earth. 

** Tuesday, May Ulsf, I776.-^Thi8 morning the Indian Treaty waa 
agnin opened. Our great warrior. Col. Dayton, told the Mohawka 
by the interpreter, that if they ofTered to take up the hatchet, or 
oppose Ilia warriors in therr present expedition, he would break the 
eo/enant chain; he would burn their upper and lower castles on 
the Mohawk river, would burn all their houses, destroy their towns, 
and cast the Mohawks with their wives and chihiren ofi* the face 
of the earth ; on the contrary, if they would be still and let us akme 
in our quarrel, his young men (meaning the soktiery) should not 
eome near nor molest them. At the saf ne time our detachment, 
with d'ums and fifes, was parading and made a most martial ap>- 
pearance through the street I believe this had a good effect, 
those savages cant*t be ir to be supplicated; it makes them think 
they are of great consequence. The only way is to strike terror 
into them. This is the way the brave and politic good old Si«- Wm. 
used to treat with them. 

'Upon this the Indian Chiefs and Warriors withdrew for a*.i hoar; then 
returned, appeared more mild, submissive and peaceable ; said they 
were determined not to meddle with our family quarrel, aH dity 
wanted was to be assured Sir John woeld not be killed ; we Aright 
do as we pleaaed with the higblanders. Upon which oer ChieC 
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' the grotUMi. We Wed htm alio Ibr bis father's sake ; wKat we wfere 
^iig to do would be lor hb good We should destroy the iiigh- 
landers and thotse ludians who joined Uiem only. 

'* After which some friendly speeches passed, the covenant chain 
was promised by both to be brightened and the hatchet buried ^ 
Our Chiefs desired thetn not to let their youog men imprudently 
come about our camp, especially in the night, for fear our young 
warriors and liuatsmeti might be rash and take their scalps. The 
Indian Chiefo promised that the young men should stay at home 
and not hunt till we were gone out of the country. Then this 
great and mighty Council broke up, after drinking pientirdly of 
totldy, which was ttie best drink the place could afford. 

^ I will now give a descriptien of Johnstown, with my sentiments of 
its importance. 

^Johnstown lies in Tryon County, New York Government, 45 miles 
W.NW. of Albany, 4 miles from the Mohawk Rker, between 
the upper, called Fort Hunter, and the lower called Fort Hen- 
dricks; Mohawk Castle. \:i miles from Sonondaga; from thence a 
creek communicates with the North River, and froaa thence there 
is a communication to Canada by land. The noted 'J ory rascal 
White, and others, went this way and were taken up by our troops 
at Lake Champlain. 

** By examination of aeverai persons, Whigs and Tories, it appears 
that Sir John can raise of bis own tenants about 300 Scots and as 
many Dutch and Irish: that they have arms and ammunition. The 
town eontaioe about 90 houses, mostly small hall* etories. 1*he 
country round the town is fertile, and would, by proper cultivation, 
produce abundantly. It is well situated (connecting the North and 
Mohawk Rivers,) te tamper with the Indians, to connect Tories 
below with those* above, and in case we should be unfortunate on 
either side to fall upon us, or the weaker f>arty, cut off our retreat, 
and take advantage of the fluctuating passions of mankind, that any 
eireumstances might be improved against us It is very evident 
Sir John's tenants are against us, from the very circumstance of 
their being tenants, and otherwise in debt to Sir John and depend- 
ant ^n him. Till these circumstances are altered, they cannot be 
oar friends. There appears to be but two ways ef procuring this 
eouotry in our interest The one to keep a garrison here to sup« 
port the Whigs and molest the Tories; the other io frfanting Whigs 
in the room of Tories. 

ib^StU, 17m— I WM osrljr 4Us mtfndBf dindtod 
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' bj Co). Dayton to take a file of m^n and go to Johnton Hall vAth 
my side arms only, and wait on Lady Johnson with a letter — the 
substance of which was to demand the keys of the hall and drawers 
in the room — with directions for her immediately to pack up her 
clothes and go to Albany, that an officer and a guard shonUi wait 
on her there if she chose. 1 went to the Hail accordingly, an«l after 
directing the (sergeant of my guard to place sentries around the 
Hall, I asked for her ladyship, who was then in bed, and after 
waiting an hour, she came into the parlor. I gave her the letter, 
with assuring her it gave me great pain, I was under tiie disagree- 
able necessity of delivering h^r a letter that mu t give her iady^ip 
a great deal of uneasiuess, and which my duty obliged me to do in 
obedience to the order of my superior officer. She hastily broke 
open the letter and immediately burst into a flood of tears, which 
affected me so 1 thought prO|>er to leave her alone. After some 
time she sent for me, composed herself, ordered the keys of the Hall 
to be brought in and given to me, and which 1 desired might lie on 
the table until the Colonel came. After which I breakfasted with 
her ladyship and Miss Chew. After breakfast Col. Dayton, Lieut 
Col. White and Major Barber came, and we, in the presence of her 
ladyship and Miss Chew, examined every room and every drawer 
in Johnson Hall, which is a very beautiful, large and elegant build- 
ing, with two forts built last war, aboul half a mile from town, on 
a email eminence, with two fine streams of water about 40 rods on 
each side of the Hall. I had a view of Sir Wm. Johnson's pic- 
ture, which was curiously surrounded with all kinds of bead» of 
Wampum, Indian curiosities and trappings of Indian finery, which 
be had received in his treaties witli the different Indian nations — 
curiosities sufficient to amuse the curious; indeed this search gave 
me an opportunity of fully satisfying my curiosity in seeing ei^rj 
thing in Jtxhnson Hail. We saw all Sir Wni.'s papers of all the 
treaties he made with the different Indian nations* with medali of 
various sorts ;ient him trom Europe and others which he distributed 
at his treaties to the Indians, 6cq, ; with iimumeraUe te^menkis, 
d£c. ; which showed Sir Wm. Johnson's character in ev^ty im- 
portant station of life, and that he merited, greatly merited .the 
warmest thanks of his country. 

** But when we reflected on Sir JoWt (his son's) fondoct, ita&rd- 
ed a coi^riist n^it ,tp be equalled. Whilst we admired aniki»oai« 
mended the wisdom, prudence, patriotic spiiit, valor and biwfer/ of 

. ..IW UA«k Vii;e«i^ boidelia^ and dineonpModihii fpoUi^tiiipm 
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• dent, treachcroas and base ofindnct of the son ; who, instead of 
walking ia the paths of his good cild father, in 6Uf»{Kirtnig lihorty 
and thereby meriting the applauso of his country, has husely 
endeavored, and is endeavoring, to destroy the IrlKjrty and pro|)erty 
of his native country, and to cut the throats of those u-ho fcMred, 
lived and fought under the command of his valiant father ; and who 
now (with a degree ol tenderness and respect) wre obliged to search 
the Hail, built by the good old, industrious Haronet, to discover nnd 
detect the young profligate Knight's treachery. The t'ommittee 
refused having any thing to do with Lady Johnson utitil they heard 
what directions Gen«^ral Schuyler should give concerning her. He 
almost acquired the supremacy over the people here, tho' at the 
4E«me time they do not like him ; but being in authority and a smart 
man withal ** 

Albany^ May SOfh, 1776. — Towards evening, Lieut. Hagnn and 
Volunteer Kinney, of our Company, came to town, walking all the 
way up from Types Hill, near 40 miles to-dav. • • • • 
We are informed that a party of our men at ^ir John's h«i ng infbrm- 
ed that a number of Col. Builer's Indians, &c., were coming down 
to join Charlton at Qnebec, went out in an escorting paity to waylay 
them as thoy came down ; that they hat! an engagement by which 
many were killed and wounded on each side, but the particular place 
or situation of the aflair is not yet known. Breakfasted this morn« 
tng with one Mr. Halstead, who had fled with his wife and six children 
from Quebec just as our men retreated from there. He left behind 
faim in possession of the Tories all his estate, consisting of J&500 
sterling worth of rum, besides other things of great value. He in- 
formed that all our friends had fared the same fate with him in loshig 
all their effects. It wo^ld. he says, have been a very easy matter 
last winter to have taken the town ; and even now, altho' it is much 
jrtronger, 3 or 400 might effect the stroke, but thinks if they neglect 
it mii^h longer, espeeially if more troops arrive, it m\i be almost im;* 
praotieabte. Not more than 200 troops arrived at farthest when oin* 
jnen retreated, but we being small and oat of heart coald not pretend 
to withstand them. Lodged at Mr. Willetts all night. 

AMMtiy^ May Sl«t, 1776.-*Clear In-ight morning. Arrived here 
about 8 o'clock, Lieuts. Tuttle, Loyd, Hazlitt and Enugn HenmoiVy 
nrith come of the men to take up our baggage and other affitira 16 
^JohiiBtawn. • • • • About, busy settling matters and preparing 
•iar macohiikg to«morrow. The people of this f4aee, we understam^ 
Jttf» leDt ia a petkiea to.Genecal Sehnjltr to have aa iaaai Jkkoal 
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ttiis town for the security of the plaee; but I think it not tHtely Aeir 
petition will be granted, as we mast be more wanted in other |4iice8. 

Saturday, Juiie Ist, 1776. — Wet morning for marching, so that wa 
were long parleying about the matter. However, it slackening in 
some manner, we began to prepare for marching; and having all 
things in readiness about 4 o'clock P. M., Ensign Hennion and self 
set out from Albany with Capts. Dickinson, Potter and Bloomfield's 
baggage and deserters and marched on our way for Johnstown. Just 
at evening we arrived at an Inn, 1 1 miles, at a place called Cripple 
Bush. The country thus far is sandy and some low cripples, with 
little other timber growi»»g but pines, and those very low and scrubby ; 
much like the country on Egg ii arbor. Some few houses along on 
the road and all public ones. Lodged on the floor. Expenses 28. 9d« 

Sunday, June 2d, 1776. — Set out early in the morning on oar 
inarch, the morning dull and heavy. Just as we arrived at Schenec- 
tady, which is 1 6 miles from Albany it began to rain very hard and 
we got very wet ; however, having got our wagons and prisoners safe, 
went to a tavern and got breakfast Schenectady is a very fine vil- 
lage, lying on the east side of Mohawk River, with a large number o£ 
stately buildings. At 10 o'clock ferned over and proceeded on up the 
river within the valley on the river; towards evening one of om* 
wagons gave out just at the house of Guy Johnson — a very neat and 
elegant building — very curiously finished off; now lying in a desolate 
eotidition, whilst its owner is in ICngland doing ail in his power 
against his country. It lies about 11 or 12 miles from Johnstown. 
'Proceeded on as far as Col. Cloas', (who is now in Canada) which it 
about 1 mile farther up, where we put up to stay all night — the dwel- 
lers being Irbli tenants, frankly opened the doors and let us have what 
rooms we pleased. After settling matters, I took a walk into tbe 
garden, where, among other curious affairs, is a philosophical engine, 
winch by a pipe under ground, conveys the water into the kitchen and 
-then into the garden, where is an iron spout which is plugged up, and 
when taken out the water spouts out with a velocity equal to earry H 
8 perches, in the evening Lieut Tuttle came up with us and lodged 
on the floor. 

Monday, June 3d, 1776. — Being fluriied for want of a wagon, pre- 
tinted our setting out till about 8 o'clock, when we proceeded on to 
Types Hill, wh^e we stopped. When we rise the bill oor coarse tnnni 
to tbe north and the river to the west, so that we leave die river on oor 
Jeft hand. The country here is exceedingly rich and fall of timber 
^NiHriah osakes it twy bad dearing; birt if it was properlj caltmtiid» 
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trmild produce grass, dtc. In bu ndance. About 12 o'clock we arrired 
at Jobiistown, which consists of one street only, and a number of 
small houses, with a fine large church and Court House. About a 
quarter of a mile on the NW. side of the town stands Johnson's UalU 
a very neat building with many out houses, from which he has run off 
with his brood of Tories, leaving the whole in our hands. P. M. By 
virtue of a Proclamation, issued out by Col. Dayton, Commander-in- 
Chief here, all the Tories appeared and were confined in the Court 
House, and all their names taken, Scotch, Iri«h, German or American, 
who stood disaflTected with the measures the Colonies are now follow* 
ing, many of which are tenants to Sir John, which circumstance of 
ilself must be sufficient to prove them Tories, as most of them are 
indebted to him. There were about 100 Tories as near as I can guess, 
tfao' i have not seen the list since it wn^ complete. Som^^ of which, 
however, upon giving security, entering bonds, dec. were dismissed 
How very different it is from being here and in our own country ! 
Noise and tumult is nil we have, and expecting dally and hourly, if 
Sir John has a sudicient number, to be attacked— that we are obliged 
to keep const in tly upon our guard. Received certain intelligence 
thatGeoe«al Arnold with a reinforcement have been up to the (Jedara 
hr the relief of our men who were defeated there, and ran upon CoL 
Butler's army, cut them off and took them all ptisoners. (iod grant 
it may be true. 

Johnstown, Tuesday, June 4/A, 1776. — Cloudy morning. We 
appeared out upon parade at 9 o'clock. 1 went in company at 11 
o'clock wirh Major Hubbell, an Engineer with us, iJeots. Clifford and 
Hagan to Johnson's Hall. We took a view of the out buildings, \mt 
did not go into the Hall ; but we were admitted into the ofi^ce by the 
officers of the guard, in which is a large number of Imoks and varioua 
kinds of writing. Many of the officers have taken mo e or less from 
thereof books, as well as other affairs of considerable value. At 6 
o'clock I had to mount guard, which consists of a Captain. 1st and 
8d Lieuts. and Ensign, 3 Serjeants, 9 Corporals, and 60 Priviites 
aome of which go to the Hall and others stay at the Court House 
keef ing sentries to the number of 15 round it and the town to prevent 
any alarm from our enemies. Lieut 'luttle and 8«lf were at the 
Court House taking care of the Tories there confined, which now are 
Tsduoed to about 20, which are to he sent to Albany to>morrow. In 
the evening, had considerable conversation with them, particularly 
one who was with Sir Witiiam at the taking of A'iagara, and has 
Inuretlvd through most of tiioie parts. He tella »6 it liea ntimr W 
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fte soath-wt»t from this place, dirtanee uhoui 400 mfles from tieiietr 
Iq travellings to which, they proceed on ap the Mohawk River till thejft 
get to the head, when they have a land carriage of about 1 mile into 
a creek, dov n which they go till it empties into a large lake, whkb 
carries them to Oswego aboat 200 miles, and from thence to Niagara- 
900 more, which stands upon a point of the river, and the large Gara 
Lake from thence to Detroit is called 400 miles. Not far from Ni<^ 
agara, op the river, is the great Falls called the Niagara Falls, whicb 
are 200 feet perpendicular. The f»»rt at Niagara, he says, is vei^ 
strong, into which we expect Sir John is now fled, where, withoot an/ 
doubt, ho will raise as large an army as in his power and endeavor to 
do us all the mischi f he is capable of ; as he has once forfeited bit 
honor and fled, he mnnt reasonably expect that his et^tate is confisoa*: 
ted ; and that unless he be able to raise an army sufficient to over^ 
power and drive us back from here, it will l>e converted to the army: 
and others who have step|>ed forth in defence of their country ; and 
if we can be able to bring over those who are on a parley to our side, 
and confine the others, <»r cause them to sit neutral in theaflaiis, im 
my weak opinion his designs will prove abortive : Which may God 
grant ! And in the erecting of a fort at (^erman Flats, whicb we ar#, 
atioiit to do. will still contribute to our defence ; and however im* 
porUint the having possession of Niagara may be to us, yet I think 
it matters but little for the present; and if we can stand our ground: 
here and bring over the Indians on our bide, time uiU (»pen a door to 
give us |>osses)(ion of that likewise. Slept but little, as I was obliged; 
to see that the sentries did their duty and were properly relieved ;. 
bow* ver nnthing hap))ened, nor any alarm. 

Wf'dnesdfij/, June bthy 1170.— In the morning at parade 50 men,, 
with Capi. Potter and 3 Subalterns, were paraded for a guard to go» 
down with the Tories to Albany, that they might be dealt with as the 
General iir Ctmmiittee see fit. Accordingly. bet\^een 9 and 10 o'clock 
Uiey set ofif with 3.) or 40 of the prisoners There began to be great 
Bospii'ion among the people that the officers had been plundeiing at 
the Hall, which coining to the Coloners ears, and he makin.^ strict 
eiiquiry and search, it apfteared to be true, and that to a conndera*; 
ble value. And as a great part was taken last night when Captc 
I •*♦***•• vvas C.^ptai!! of the guard there which was entirely 
coiitr.«ry to orders, his pl.tce l»eing at town, yet pushing himself there 
made it appear \^ry evi 'ent that he and Col. ♦♦♦•♦ (as many declared; 
he took things) were confederates and had with Capts. • ♦ • • and ♦ • •. 
^ * « most of the booty, which is sqppoaed to be near J6500. Ho wevefi • 
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afler e^emiig roll call the Colonel desired us all to attend in his room ; 
when we got there, he informed as that many things were taken from 
the Hall contrary to orders; that altho' he did not deem that as the 
property of Sir John, yet we had by no means a right to take one 
fartlii g's worth from there until it is properly confiscated by Con- 
gress and delivered out in such a manner, or to such use as they saw 
fit— that he did not know who were guilty of it, neither did he want 
to know, as his duty would then oblige him to cashier those who were 
foremost in it; but as he imagined it was done inadvertently, he would 
therefore request every one to return whatever he had got that eve* 
ning in the entry, for which purpose he would ordor the door left open 
and no one would know who brought the n. This being a method 
which screened the guilty from any punishment, shewed the desire the 
Colonel had of not bringing it to light, which was exceedingly favor- 
ing; but as he was no doubt fully convinced in his own miid who 
were the principal ones, and his thus eiide.ivoring to hide their faults, 
so that all would suffer equ dly alike, shewed, in my opinion, a small 
degree of partiality ; and whether he, if it should have fallen upon 
others, would have acted in the same manner, time must discover* 
Capt Bloomfield come up. 

'i hursday, June 6/A, 177ft. — Went out upon parade at 8 oVloek 
and staid till II, and received the following orders from the Colonel: 
Tliat exercise be attemleii at U in the morning and 4 in the after- 
noon — that both officers and soldiers be careful to atten I, unless upon 
duty — that no man's property be hurt u(>on any consideration what- 
ever — that all gaming lie set aside, and for the future the Colonel 
hopes to hear no more of that bad practice amongst the soldiers. (1 1) 

1 hope, if any person should happen to have the perusal of this in- 
correct journal, he would consider thut as I am engaged in a very 

(11) I shall 'nsert an order giren to Capt. Sharpe before we come oat 

JoH.vsTowN. Ifty 2Uht 1776. 

Sir: You are to mirch the party under your command t«» a place called May Held, 
there you will take immedi iti» p<ta«>eMii()D of the Gnst MiM, afid nor suffer nny proyision 
to go out unless it he in small quantities t» the poor inhabitants. Tou will likewise 
secure every place that you think it possible Sir John'H party can get any suppi Ica from : 
^ou will then proceed to Socondago and apply to Mr. Godfrey Sheve, who will assist 
you in finding out the r* ute Sir .Itthn has taken, which, as soon as jou have discover- 
ed, you will inform me of by express without Iosa of time. Tou will be careful to 
prevent a surprise by keeping a small party ahead and on the fianks in marching, and 
always planting proper sentries when you halt. If any number of the enemy appear to 
be near that place, let me know of it wi'h all exp«^ition, that you be as soon as possi- 
ble reinforced. I sm, sir, your Immble ierraat^ 

SUAS DAYTOir. 
16 
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foilgome nnd fatiguing business, it necessarily prevents my refleetfn^ 
with any degree of propriety upon the occurrences which happen, or 
arrangj! g tiem in any kind of order. Having little time to spare, 
even for the entry of them ; and if it be the pleasure of Alinigtity 
God to slay me in this glorious conflict in which I am engaged, (as I 
can heartily and smcerely s.iy out of pure motives of regard for my 
bleeding country in its present dangerous situation) that this be pre- 
served for the perusal of my friends at home, for whom 1 have a very 
tender regard. 

Attended exercise again in the afternoon. Although the Colonel de- 
sired, and reason required, that every person who had taken any things 
from the Hall should return ft last night-^yet it appears that not the 
quarter part was brought back. Some of our fops, whflS C WageTwiH 
.^LmSii3HInjher^^ gaiety, are determnied to do it from otWer's 

eflect^J.ieneve^ Slept this evening fn a tent with Ensign Norcross. 

Fiiday, June 1th, 1776. — This morning an express came to Col. 
Dayton (from some person) informfrrg him that a company of regulars 
ann Indians were about shortly to make an attack upun the people at 
German F7ats, to whicn it is likely we shall rejwir pretty soon. 
There are some Indians here which appear very friendly ; and I be- 
lieve they are the most happy in the world, havhig to appearance but 
very little concern how the world goes. They can travel and scnlk 
about where others would perish ; and if they get any money, are 
con>taiitIy in good spirits as long as it lasts, without anj' concern 
about a further supply, and their behaviour at this time more especially 
shows that they thii»k themselves superior to any other beings, and 
expect to be courted and carressed for thefr even acting in a state of 
neutrality. ••••#• 

A fter (he morning exercise, I spent some tfme at Johnson Hall 
with the Colonel, Major, and Judge Duer (one of the Commissaries 
appointed by Congress to treat with the Indians in these parts, a 
man of exceeding good learning and parts, living near Albany) and 
several others, playing billiards. • • • • 

In the afternoon parade, Colonel Dayton reviewed us, and we went 
through the different movements and manoeuvres to brs satislaetion. 

June 8ih. — Attended parade accnrdmg to orders at 6 o'clock this 
morning. Express came to the Colonel tl/w morning from the Com 
mittee at the German Flats, infornrnng hhn that a nsmber of Regulars 
and Indians were a distance off from there and comin^r down upon 
them, and desired he would send up a party of men to their assistance 
ki soon as possible. Upon which the Colonel, after parade, examined 
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IbOfle who had had th e smaH pox, be ing determined to send no others. 
Accordingly abouttwo o'clock the drums beat the assembly, v/hen the 
men begjta to gather for marching. The whule that went were formed 
in 4 companies, commanded by 3 officers, ours and Dickinson's by 
Capt. Bloomfield, Lieut. Gifford and Ensign Anderson. Just before 
this march, l>eing at dinner, Capt. Sharpe, who commanded one of the 
compani^'S, Capt. Bloomfield and mystlf were talking nnd laughing 
fnuch about the fate of war, and they, laughing, gave me charge to 
take particular care o( their affairs and communicate the circum. 
stances of matters, in case they should be killed, to their girls. God 
grant they and each of us may be delivered from falling a prey to 
these savages, and may be taught to consider death more seriously. 
About half- past 3 o'clock the party marched with Major Barber, who 
is to command them whilst al>sent, or till the Colonel may join them. 
They all appeared jovial and in good spirits when they went off, that 
they may so return is my hearty desire. After they were gone, those 
of us which ^ were left behind gathered together, struck our tents, which 
were before pitched, aud collected them altogether in a small lot at 
the upper end of the town. The Colonel desired of the officers which 
were left, at least one from each compi.ny to sleep in a tent at the 
head of their men. Reproved the remissness of the officers on guard, 
and stiictly charged that he might never hereafter call upon ihe guard 
and they be absent, it being undoubtedly their duty to appear upon the 
«pot when the commanding officers come to visit them. Having forgot 
to mention an incident which happened at ^Schenectady on our march 
up here, 1 shall now (tho' something out of the way) insert it. A 
Dumber of Oneida Indians with their Priest, came down there, who 
were attended by a guard of our men, and seemed much pleased with 
their company*. Their priest was an American, and appeared to be 
A very smart man. 

Lodged alooe In a teot which wo pitched, but had not a very agree- 
able night's lodging. 

Sund^^y, Jimedth, 1776. — This morning we had roll call at 6 as 
4isual, when I took a roll of those left behind and that were fit for duty, 
jKhidl a mounted to 15 only. The day appointed by God himself, the 
fuaker and preserver of all mankind, for to ke be kept for his special 
aervice, and which we ought to remember and consecrate to holy pur- 
poses, is but just thought of by most of ^is ; our calling leads us to 
<leem every day alike, and allows of no omittance from duty. But 
may God enable me, altho' employed in tumults of war, to pay a due 
Mverence to. his name, attributes^ aQd.t)ie time, which he has appointed 
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for 111? service, tfcat I may at last receive the glorious appeRatidti of hfc 
faith 'ul servant The day proved warm, most part of which I spent In 
the house writing, sleejiing. &c., except what was taken up in duty, 
attending to our sick, &c. ; among which Daniel Lawrence is one, 
who is very likely to die — Lord have mercy upon and save him, 
that he may yet serve thee in the land of the living and return to his 
ndtive land again* to the joy and comfort of his friends; or, if other- 
wise di'teimined, may his soul, thro' the merits of Jesus thy beloved 
Son, alone be received into the enjoyment of thyself in glory. 

In the afternoon Col. White came up from Albany, but the pardcQ* 
lar news 1 have not heard ; however, it appears not to be very good. 

At 6 P. M., paraded again according to rule, in order to relieve the 
old guard; at which time Col. White came out and spoke to all of us. 

Mimd'iy, June HHky 1776. — Cool clear morning. Capt Potter 
vvitli his party of men which went down to Albany with the Tori«»8, 
rfturned last evening, and brings a report that a number of militia 
are coining up here Irom Schenectady and thereabouts, in order to 
proceed to iJennan Flats. Exercised at 6, when the Colonel came 
out to view us, and ordered some of those who were awkward to go 
upon drill one hour extraordinary. Exercised again at 4 P. M , and 
after exercise 1 was put upon guard and sent over to the Hall, when a 
particular charge was given me by our Colonel to take care that 
nothing be taken from there, or any way damaged, which 1 determin- 
ed St ictly to adhere to. Having a book, which I found in the guard 
room, to read in. called the Youn.j Man*s Polite Preceptor, I slept but 
very liitle, keeping a good watch lor fear of a surprise, but had peace* 
able times all night. The d^ys here are pleasant and warm, but the 
nights very cool with heavy dews. Have heard that JSir John is not 
nigher than Oswego, and the surprise came from a drunken Squaw. 

luesdaq^ June 1 1/A, 177(5. — Upon guard to-day, and obliged to stay 
constantly there without leave to go and get some victuals. The 
woods here are exceeding thick and bad clearing Large trees stand* 
ing very thick, and a great part of them hemlock pine, very few oaks; 
their fences are rnadt? mostly of logs and poles, having but little tim* 
berthat will split to make rails. 

Capt Potter officer of the day. Parole, New York. He wenft 
the rounds twice by day and once by night Received a letter freiH 
Capt. Bloomfield, dated yesterday, A. M., at German Flats, which 
informed me of their safe arrival ; that the enemy were at Oswego and 
expected to march in a few days for Fort Stanwix up at the head of 
Mohawk River^ 60 miles from there ; but whether they will ga it mi- 



Digitized by 



Google 



MS 

^Bertfttn. I think our best wcaHtr wiU be to fortify here and at 
German Flats, and, if it could be done conveniently, at Fort Stanwix 
station a party of oar men. Nothing happened. At evening I was 
relieved from guard. Slept in the tents. It proved very cold, so 
that I came nigh suffering therewith 

Wednesday, June 12<A, l77tJ. — Waked this morning early, being 
▼ery c >ld. Conversed with Capt. Dickinson, who boards with me at 
Mr. Van Voorts. Attended exercise at 6; the men behaved very 
well and performed their exercise completely. 1 am informed by 
news from Albany, that the fleet which lay off Sandy Hook, expected 
to be English, have proved to be French, and have come up to York 
loaded with military stores, brandy, &c. 1 hope it may be true, for 
if so It will be the best stroke for America it has ever yet received. 
Began at 10 o'clock to throw up a log fortification round our tents 
sufficient to hold a thousand men ; just large logs laid upon notched 
skids, with port holes notched in the logs at a suitable height. Id 
tl«e afternoon we applied ourselves again to work in building up our 
li^ fortification, which we prosecuted with the greatest agility, con« 
sidering the few overseers we had among us. Col. Dayton, how- 
ever, was v ith us greater part of the time, and showed himself very 
familiar. Drank some toddy in the evening with Capt Potter^ Lieut. 
Gordon, dec. Lodged in house. 

Thursday, June I3lh, 17 76.^ Attended exercise at 6, according to 
orders Our party that we left behind improve exceeding well in 
their exercise, giving very good attention when under arms, inhich is 
the main point in our performing in a proper manner. Worked again 
at the fortification, both 'fore and alltemoon ; after which we had a 
small sport playing- fives, and roll calL At evening, Mr. Caldwell 
came up here from Albany, who brought intelligence that our priva* 
teers lately fitted out from Philadelphia have taken three ships from 
the West India Islands, laden with wine and other stores, with a con* 
siderable sum of silver and gold, going to the Ministerial troops ; and 
Chat 4 French ships are arrived into New York. 

Friday, June 14^, 1776. — Slept till very late, the men being on 
parade. After they were dismissed. I went to the Hall with several 
other oflicers to play billiards. Lost 6d. Capt Bloomfield, arrived 
bere from German Flats, says the place is very agreeable and an 
acceptable post for the soldiers ; that General Schuyler has certainly 
summoned a treaty to be held with tbe six Indian nations, the first of 
July next ; that Major Barber had 150 militia under his command 
Ibeie besides oar troopr; wdhe expects a party wUl proceed on t0 
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Fort Stanwfx Hi a short time. At 4, psraded again, and at 6; I an4 
Ensign Leonani were pat upon guard. I staid at the Court House 
and he went over to the Hall. 

*' Regimental Ordbre^, June 14^, 1776. 
" Parolk Connbcticut. 

'•Officer of the day, to-morrow. Capt. Potter, who goes on with 
guards as usual/' •••#•• 

Visited the sentries in the night according to order«, and then about 
12 o'clock took up my lodging on a bench in the guard room. 

SaiurdaUf Jane \bth 1776. — Arose from my bench bed as mueb 
refreshed as tho' I had sbpt on a bed of down in a king's palace. 
Sent lett rs which I wrote last evening to the Jerseys by Daniel Kin* 
ney, who is discharged. Spent my leisure minutes in reading the 
History of Kngland In a series of letters from a nobleman to his son. 
Capts Dickinson and Ross ^et out for Albany. No very mateiial 
occurrence hapfiened. P. M Came on showery. Made out a guard 
report for the officer of the day, and another for Li> ut. Gordon, who 
relieved me at the usual guard mounting. Continued to rain. Went 
and blept in tent all night. 

Sunday, June MMh, 1770. — Slept till late, then got up and attendt'd 
roll call. Coul and cloudy day. At ten we had meeting in the church 
here, where there are a very complete pair of organs, upon which Dr. 
Adams played for us Mr. Caldwill gave us a very go<id sermon from 
Galatians v. — " Be not deceived, God is md mocked ; thai which a 
mtm iottefh, the same shall he reap" 'Tis really very extraordinary 
that mankind, although they know that they are indebted to God for 
every "mercy they enjoy, that He requires the whole of their service; 
and that unless they submi' to his sceptre of grace, they will be eter* 
nally damnerl, yet they will persist in their evil practices and put far 
away the evil day. Keeping death, judgment and another world far 
out of view — thus tiifling away their time in making their Maker 
and his kindness and threatenings mere triffing matters. 

At 3 P. M., the drums beat again for meeeting, when I attendedi, 
and Mr. Caldwell addressed us from Haggai 1 : 7 — ** Thus saith the 
Lord of host, consider your ways" An<l gave us all the most soleoMi 
exhortation to consider our ways, to study the mind and will of our 
Maket ; and not to offend or abuse him and ruin our own souls bj 
rash and inconsiderate acts of profaneness and debauchery. But 
diligently to weigh and consider the justness and importance of every 
mction before we proceed to the execution thereof, thHt we may free 
4NU8elve8 from the wounds of aa nphraidiog conacieiiee ia this wod4 
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%nA frotn the eterkial and oneupportabk revenge of a damned con- 
•cience tbro' the anwa&ting ages of eternity. God grant that I mHy 
take warning from this opportunity of grace, to consider and direct 
roy ways in such a manner that 1 may not be ashamed to live or 
afraid to die. After sermon Mr. Caldwell baptized 4 Scotch children. 
'Tis really odd to see the ignorance and awkward behaviour of these 
creatures, who are scarcely able td present their children in a decent 
manner. They could not nnderstand or speak English, so that Mr. 
C. had to make use of an interpreter to b:iptize them. At 6 had roll 
call and relieve of guard as usual. 

Spent the evening in company with Mr. Caldwell, Capt. Patterson, 
^c, discoursing upon the spirit and circumstances of the time. Mr. 
Caldwell informs us. that by information from General Wooster and 
leveral others who came from Canada the returns sent in since 
General Sullivan's brigade arrived there, are to the amount of about 
4000 fit for duty, and 4000 sick and unfit for duty ; near 3000 of 
wETch are down with small pox, which clips the strength of the army 
greatly. He further says, that 6000 militia are ordered up there as 
soon as possible — and that we shall not go there this campaign, but 
•tay upon the Mohawk River among the Indians, building forts, dee. 
Slept in tent all night 

Monday f June 11 th^ 1776.^Capt. BloomOeld set out this morning 
for German Flats. Attended exercise as usual. 

** Regimental Orders. 

"June Mfh, 1776. 

** Col. Dayton positively orders that every thing taken from Johnson 
Hall, either by officer or soldier, be returned this day to the Adjutant 
or Quarter Master. Capt Dickinson and Capt. Iinlay's companies 
to take possession of the 8tf»ne gaol to-day, if cleared out for them. 
The rest of the regiment to hold themselves in readiness to march to 
German Flat** on Tuesday morning. The men's packs to be made 
up this evening, that they may be in reaHiness to sling them earl> in 
the morning. Wagons will be provided to carry the tents and other 
heavy buggage. The sick to be conveyed to the house on the hill to 
the eastwaid of the gaol, and left in the care of the Surgeon's mate.** 

Very busy in taking care and providing for the sick. Packing np 
and preparing for our march to-morrow, except a small time taken up 
In playing lives and nine pins, at which I lost a mug of beer — 7d. 
Spraint my ancle very much, which causes my walking lame and uw- 
wdeii^oing much pain# Had exercise at 4 as usual. After exercisa I 
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was put npon gumrd and sent over to ike Hail, where I staid tahinf 
particular care that nothing went amUs. Read sonie time the Hit* 
tory of England. Slept bot little. Ancle very lame. Not any time^ 
except when I was there upon guani, but sometliing was taken from 
the Hall, especially th« cellar door broken open, and wine taken ; and 
notwithstanding the positive orders of the Colonel^ very little was re- 
turned. Sad affair! 

Tuesday, June ISlh, 177B.— Arose in the morning not very welL 
Continued at tlie Hall till past seven, when 1 was called away to join 
the others, and proceed to German Flats. When I got i»p to town 
the men were just assemUing to march, the wagons all loaded and 
none of our goods gone ; however, I went, got one wagon and loaded 
np our things ; eat my breakfast, settled my affairs, paid off tlie land- 
lord and then fol.owed on after tlte others with my gan and other 
accoutrements on my back. Marched on till we got down to the 
river, where I overtook the others ; made a small stop, and proceeded 
on up the river. The flats upon the river are very fertile and produce 
grass or any kind of grain in great abundance ; tbe woods above the 
hills are stony, but good. Marched upwards of twenty miles, and pat 
np all night at a house; very tired and lame Ananias Sayre waa 
taken so sick on the road that I was obliged to get a bed for him at 
the place where we lodged ; bled him, dtc. Lay all night on the floor. 
Parson Caldwell staid about two miles back of us to meet with tbe 
Committee here to morrow, and got to Cherry Valley, which is about 
12 miles on the south side the river, to get linen for tbe regknent. 
Colonel th«tre too. 

WedMsday^ June I9fh. — Got op early and proceeded on our march. 
Expenses 3s. dd. Left Sayre there not mncb better. Went abont 9 
miles and ferried over tbe river, and marched np the south side thro* tbe 
country ; about 10 o'clock arrived at tbe Indian Castle, and halted; the 
Indians all came out to see us. They have a dever little chnrcb with 
a steeplK ; their houses are small hats covered wkh slabe, dec. They 
aeemed very kind, and when we marched away, several of them came 
with us. Our men were very tired, niany of them that were unwell ^uid 
their packs to carry, were obliged to ride ; and i was indeed very txrei 
and cou!d have got up and rode with the greatest pleasure, but my 
junbition would not suffer it, especially as there were so many getting 
np, which crowded the wagons; aome not having courage enough t» 
withstand the least inconvenience, bat tbey uMist nde. In the after*' 
noon got to the Flats, which are very good, the hoosea all standing- 
upon the edge of the bill, and the ooaupaata till the land opon tlMflafta 
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below. About 5, t*. M., got to the river and crossed, tlie battalion 
were then drawn upon the other side, so that when we got over they 
received us in tbrni. and then we marched up to the camp upon the 
foot of the hill by the church. Exceeding tired. Lodged in tent 
with Lieut. Gifford, after we had been up where they boarded and 
got supper. Found our men there all well which were there. Slept 
all night well. 

Thursday, June Wth, 1776. — Slept till just as the drums began 
to beat for parade, very stiff and weary. An express arrived to Col. 
Dayton this morning from General Schuyler requesting hini to cover 
his tents with a good fortification for our defence in case Col. Butler, 
as was expected, should come down ; and tor our farther security, has 
ordered Col. Wyncoop to reinforce us. By the copy of a letter like-* 
wise from the Honorable John Hancock, requesting a large number 
of the militia to ?epair to New York with all possible speeH, as Gen. 
Howe is expected in there by the first of July. 'Tis very probable 
we shall be attacked at the same time, thinking to effect their design 
by taking us on every hand. The fortification to be made at Fort 
Herkemer. Very hot day. Our men which came up yesterday were 
discharged from duty, as they were much wearied and worn out. 
Exercised again at 4 o'clock. Slept in tent, but so very unwell that 
I could sleep but little. Parson Caldwell came with us to-day. No 
prayers. 

Friday, June 2lsf, 1776. — Arose before day, being unable to lie 
any longer. Men paraded at 6 as usual, but I being so unwell did not 
attend TheJMhab[tants^^ use us with U 

the greatesTkiiidness ni their power. Very hot. Began this day to 11 
board ourselves in a mess, composed of our 4 officers and 2 volunteers. ^ 
In the afternoon struck all the tents and had them pitched secundum 
artem. 

Pitching our tents prevented parade this afternoon as usual ; how- 
ever, had roll call and guard mounted at evein'ng, and were drawn up 
and attendied prayers. I am extremely unwell wijJi^-^^-^s^ mp dysen^^ 
terji^sojhat I had very near fainted^ and could not sit up, 

iSaturday, June 22rf, 1776. — Unable to lie in bed. Very warm 
days They exercised at 6. Court Martial sitting upon 2 Serjeants 
who were convicted of taking things belonging to the Hall. Serjeant 
Van Seaman destined to receive lashes and be reduced to the ranks. 
Reprieved by the Colonel of the lashes. Took a portion of rhubar b. 
Nicholas Dean, volunteer in Capt Patterson's company, was put 
teider guard for pocketing^ a guinea^ and abosmg the officers when 
17 
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fhey came in search of it; but, by application to tbe Colonel, be was 
taken out and pardoned at once. Men paraded again at 6, reUeved 
guard, d&c. Hardly able to stand. No news stirring. 

PLAN OF ENCAMPMENT, 

AT THE GERMAN FLATS BY THE CIlVRCtt, ON TUB NORTH SIDE OF 

THE MOHAWK RIVER: 



Col. Datton. Maj. Babbbr. 

Capt. Blookfibld. Capt. Paktbbsov* 






Sunday, June 2:W, 1776. — Got up this mforning something better 
than yesterday, but did not go to meeting. Orders are altered for 
roil call aiui parade, to be attended at Sy o'clock, A. M., nnd 4, P. M. 
Meeting held at the church, i>eginning at 1), A. M. and 4, P. M. Af- 
ter forenoon meeting, the Dutch held one. In the afternoon came op 
a heavy shower of rain, which overset our tent ; and I being obliged 
to go out for to set it up again, and lying in it all wet, the rain beating 
through with great impetuosity, greatly impaired my recovery and 
brought on a relapse. 'IMs very different from being here and at ease 
in our native land. Instead of a dry and warm house and beds of 
down, we have little else hut the canopy of heaven for our covering 
and the naked earth with at best a bear's skin for a bed to lodge on. 
But amidst it all, (could we have good usage, and every one receive aa 
equal treatment,) since it is in so glorious h cause as that of saving 
an oppressed land from the hands of tyranny, I can freely undergo it 
all, and am heartily willing to spend, and be spent for its recovery. 
Towardf evening, Lieai Tattle cane bere from Johnstown, bol 
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brought no particular news, except some letters to the officers from 
their friends in the Jersejs: which, in general s« emed to agree in 
certifying the spirit of the inhabitants, and their almost unanimous 
voice for a new form of government being erecte 1 to take [)l.ice in 
this critical juncture of affairs. Likewise, that several men-of-war 
and transport He within Sandy Hook ; that 0,000 mitida are ordered 
to Amboy, Elizabethtown and the frontiers, till troops can be raised 
to relive them. Slept but little. 

Monday J June 24f/j, 177G. — Got up at roll call, but being so un 
well I could not attend. Lieut. Col. White and Capt. Ross came up, 
who brings the following very serious intelligence lately received from 
Canada: — ^That General Thompson was informed that a number of 
regulars, to the amount of 600, were encamped near about the Three 
Rivers, upon which he summoned his brigade, consisting of about 14 
or ^500 men, and went down to engage them*, but when he came he 
found that instead of 600, Burgoyne with 4000 were entrenched and 
a number of cannon mounted, and the place so circumstanced that 
not more than 2 or 300 could make the attack at once ; yet amidst 
these inconveniences and disadvantages, Ginernl Thompson engaged 
them; but. after about an^hour's fire, was obliged to retreat, and upon 
examination the General and a number of other officeis were niishing. 
The General was taken prisoner without any doubt they say. Roll 
call again at 4; weather hot; had some talk with Parson Caldwell, 
while the rest were on parade. Slept in tent according to order* 
John Kinney and C. Cosgrove set out this morning upon scout. 

Tuesday, June 25/A, 4770. — This noorning something better than I 
hid been. Attended parade at 5 in the morning, when we went thro' 
the saJules and other manoeuvres proper to be performed on a field day* 
At ten the choir of officers went by themselves for private parade, to 
perfect themselves in their duty. Col. White treated us with half a 
gallon of spirits, and appeared very clever and familiar. In the after. 
Boon went in a swimming at Canada Creek. Mustering among tlie 
militia, over the river, Major, &c. there. Parade at 4, V, M., again« 
The weather exceeding warm and dry. S4ept in tent as usual. 

Wednesday, June 26/A, 1776. — Went upon parade at 5 in tlie morn, 
ing; the Major did not attend on account of a <lispute happening last 
Dight between a Lieut, among the militia and another young man » 
and they agreeing to decide it this morning with sword and pistol 
chose Major Barber for one of their secontis But when they came 
Id the ground, their hearts I suppose failing them, it was put off to 
•MM fiiture ttaie* la tke itftanioon set out witiw Lietit Lc^d, Eosiga 
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.Gilkadet and aboat twenty of their naen, who w^re going down t^ 
Johnstown to join their comrades, to see Animni;i8 Sayre, whom we left 
very sick about 20 miles below. Travelled on alxiut 10 miles aa4 
put up. Exceeding hot Lay on the flooir without anything. 

1 hursday, June 27/A, 177i>. — Arose very early and proceeded on 
our journey to the Mohawk Castle, aud stopped at Sir William's 
Squaws'. Our design was to get a signt of the Miss .ohnsons, which 
we were deprived of, it being early they were not up, for which we- 
waited in vain for some time. We, however, saw and conversed with 
the old squaw lady, who appeared kind. We likewise saw a young 
white woman there, who was taken prisoner by them when she was a 
child, brought up and educated by them. She appeared sensible and 
would, if among white people, be very handsome. To see her dressed 
in their form and coi fined among them, really made me feel for her ; 
but being accustomed to them from her infancy, I suppose has given 
her nearly the stme regard lor them as tho' she were of their blood. 
Proceeded on^ got breakfast, and arrived at the Bali about 10 o'clocki 
A. M., where they stopped. Found Sayre much better. We being 
all weary, and the weather hot, lay down and slept till 3, P. M., when 
they proceeded on. Alter which i took a walk viewing the country^ 
'Villi , d^c. After it came evening, the people being Dutch, I could 
have litile conversation with them. I went to rest. 

Friday t June '^Sth 1770. — Got up and eat breakfast. One thing ia 
worthy of remark among the people in general here, they never say 
grace out; but when they sit down to eat command silence and every 
one appears very grave, when 1 suppose that each one says grace for 
himself. Sauntered lill about 4 P. M., when 1 called in my reckoning^ 
paid it off, and set out back again. Express sent yesterday from Gen* 
Schuyler to Col. Dayton, requesting him to send a party of his men 
to Fort Stanwix to fortify, the remainder to stay and fortify at the 
Flats. Confirmation of former news from Canada — report that our 
people are driven back about 20 miles; that Gen. Thompson, Col. 
Irvin and others are taken prisoners. The whola of their condaci 
at Canada since the death of the gallant Montgomery seems nothing 
but a scene of confusion, cowardice, negligence and bad conduct 
God send a second Montgomery, among them, that our land may yet 
iio saved from devastation. Lieut Quinby, 2 days ago, coming from 
Johnstown in a wagon, was upset about 4 miles thi;5 side, and very. 
much hurt. 

Travelled on all atone, crossed the ferry, and put up at a house 
yrhere tber^ weM na people but oae wonaa and some .small ehiklrsams 
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kow diseonsolate it seems In a strange country with no person near 
but strangers. Never did my mind more contemplate and hanker 
more after the pleasures which I have experienced at home, than I 
did in this lonesome situation. How much did I desire, it' it could be 
for me, to be at home, if it were but one night, among the lidies of 
Cumberland. These Dutch girls seem not like women to me. Lay 
down, and after ruminating, some time, fell asleep. 

Saturday, June 29th, 177G. — Awoke very early and set out on my 
march alone. After I had travelled on by the Mohawk Castle, got 
breakfast and proceeded on without any company, and arrived at the 
eamp about 10 o'clock A. M., near 20 miles from where 1 set out. 
Was informed when i arrived that an alarm was given in the camp 
last night, when all the men turned out with great spirit; but when 
they were paraded, they found it w^s a false alarm given to try the 
spirit of the men. Capt Bloomfield and Major Hubbell have gone 
up to Fort Stanwix. Paraded in the afternoon, had prayers, and was 
put upon guard with Ensign Clarke. 

** REGiUBr<TAJL Orders. 

*' June 29th, 1776. 
" Parole General Sullivan. 

"Officer of the day, to-morrow, Capt. Reading. Guards as usuaL" 

Visited the sentries, gave them a particular charge to be vigilant 
and active in their duty; and after writing and seeing that the gu..rd 
were in good order, about 12 o'clock 1 lay down upon a chest and 
went to rest. 

Sunday, June SOth, 1776* — Ordered the men upon guard to sweep 
out the church and put the things there in good order by meeting time. 
Went and dressed myself, got breakfast, and returned. Placed a sen*, 
try over the prisoners up in the gallery, and went up there with all 
the guard, leaving the lower part for thu rest of the soldiers. Ai 9 they 
Intended, and Mr. Caldwell preached from Matthew vii : 13 and 14 — 
" Enter ye in at the strait gate, for vnde is the gate and broad is the 
way that leadeth la destruction, and many there be which go in thereat ; 
because strait is the gate and narrow ii the way which leadeth to life, 
and few there be that find it.'^ 

In a very pathetic manner he beseeched of us all to shun this broad 
road, which will inevitably lead us into utter misery ; to shun in par* 
tteular, the evil vices which our station naturally leads us to pursue, 
and strive* with all our might, to obtain the prize of great price, to fit 
ourselves for the enjoyment of heaven, obtained only by the rugged 
Aad narrow path of self-denial and cbristii^Q godliness. After sermon 
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the inhabitants attended a burial at the church. The corpse was 
brought l)y four men on a bier, the attendants all marched with their 
hats off, singing as they came along, and so continued till she was 
buried ; after whicli they came into church and their parson addressed 
them in Dutch, which I am not capable of understanding. 2 P. M., 
Capt. Bloom^eld and Major Hubbell returned from their tour. Have 
been to the Oneida Castle and beyond, within 20 miles of Oswego. 
The Oneidas are on our side, but very fearful ol being destroyed by 
the Seneca's and others, for that very reason. 

Fort Stan wix, once a beautiful, strong fort, is accounted to lie on 
the highest ground in all North America; as it is the head of the 
Mohawk River, which runs south to the North River and into the 
Atlantic Ocean. The head of Wood Creek, which runs directly 
north, into the different lakes to St Lawrence. N. and N£ to the sea. 
The Oneida Creek running directly west, and the waters on the East 
Canada and Fis*i Creeks eas:ward from the fort Fort Stanwix, (12) 
80 called after the General who built it in 1758, and is large and well 
situated, having a glacis, breastwork, ditch and a picquet fort before 
the walls, which are also well guarded with sharp sticks of timber 
shooting over the walls, on which is four bastions. The fort also 
has a sally port, covert way, bridge and ravelin before the gate at 
the entrance. The ruins of five houses and barracks in the inside, 
built for the accommodation of the stores, officers and soldiery. At 
about a mile distance is a picquet fort called Fort Newport, built op* 
posite the dam made over Wood Creek, for the main guard quartered 
here for the defence of the batteauxs. There are 5 or <• families set* 
tied in this rich and beautiful campaign country; not a hill is to be 
seen round it, which is also an evidence of its being the highest land 
in this part of America. 

In the afternoon Mr. Caldwell preached again from Psalm 76— 
" Stand still and know tfuU the Lord is God, for he will be exalted ui 
the earth," From which he again very pathetically addressed us. 
May we not be insensible of the great account we must rendei* to 
Almighty God for these singular privileges, and may He long continue 
them to us inviolate. After meeting was relieved from guard. 

Monday, July 1st, 1776.— Attended parade at 5 A. M. and prayers, 
^c Adjutant Sheppard, Ensign I^eonard and myself took a walk 
thro' the meadows, when the Adjutant presented a petition, requesting 
the officers to recommend him to the first vacancy in the regiment, as 
he thought the pay he received was in no ways adequate to the fatigue 
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of his (Kffibe. Iti the aflernoon came up a heavy gust of rain ; afler 
which we had parade and prayers again. Had an exceeding head- 
ache. Could sleep but little. 

Ttiesday, July 2d, 1776. — Rainy this morning, which was very 
agreeable, as the weather has been exceeding hot, and the ground very 
dry and parched for some time past. Major Barber set out for Al- 
bany on business. In the afternoon, exercised ; Col. White attended 
and we went through the whole salutes and manoeuvres. Drank some 
toddy with M ott, Gifford, &c. Expenses Is. 4d. Lodged in tent in a 
wet blanket as composed, and slept as profoundly as man could. Sat 
this dny on a Court Martial, whereof Capt Patterson was President, 
for the trial of two prisoners for absenting themselves from their duty^ 
with aggravated circumstances, but the trial was deferred until to- 
morrow at 8 o'clock. 

Wednesday, July Sri, 1776. — Attended parade in morning as usual, 
when a number of Indians came out to look on and passed us with 
the Lieut Col., who reviewed. They behaved in a very decent man- 
ner, but their droll looks and carriage, and their seeming pleasure at 
seeing us, was enough to excite laughter in any person. Proceeded 
on the Court Martial to the trial of the prisoners above mentioned ; 
and upon duly considering the evidence for and against them, sen- 
tenced that they have 25 lashes on their bare back and be dismissed 
to their duty. 

Col. Dayton issued orders by reason of soldiers making a practice 
of trying their guns out of camp, and thereby wasting ammunition, 
being an article much needed in our army — therefore, to prevent tho 
attrocious practice for the future, it is ordered that each Captain take 
an exact account of the number of cartridges in his company, and 
make return thereof to the commanding officer; and the more ef- 
fectually to stop the said practice, Qvevy soldier is to have an equal 
number given him, and pay the sum of one shilling for each cartridge 
wasted, or fired without leave from an officer, besides subjecting him- 
self to the trial of a Court Martial, and receiving such punishment as 
they shall see fit to inflict on him. These orders to extend to the other 
three companies now on the Flats, as well as those of the 3d Jersey 
Regiment. Orders which were much needed in our camp at this time, 
as guns were frequently heard in the bush, which were no doubt fired 
by soldiers ; but we were not able to find out the particular persons 
till this day, when 4 were brought in and sentenced by the Lieut. Col. 
to stand 1 hour stripped and tied altogether at the whipping post, 
whicb was immediately put la execotioa. la the afternoon paraded 
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Again, when the guns were all fired oflT, which were charged the night 
of the alarm, and then proceeded to go through our manoeuvres ad 
usual. The men performed very well, for which they received suffi- 
cient applause. 

The Serjeants received strict orders from the Lieut. Col. to parade 
every day at 10 o'clock A. M., to perfect themselves in the exercise; 
and that unless they acquired it in two weeks, they should be turned 
into the ranks. 

Thursday, July 4th, 1776. — A number of the Oneidas and Tusca- 
roras (who are the best friends we have among the Indian nations) 
are daily with us and receive subsistance equal to the soldiers. In the 
afternoon, the other three companies here, viz : Capts. Sabers, Mc« 
Kean and Eisenberg, were d^awn up with our regiment round the 
whipping post, when the 2 prisoners, sentenced by the Court Martial 
before mentioned, received the execution thereof. Alter which we 
went out to exercise ; when we came in, had prayers, and then was 
put under guard with Lieut. Cox, who commanded the main guard, 
and I ha<i the quarter guard at the tents. 

" Regimental Orders. 

" Gekmax Flats, July bth. 
" Pakolb General Dickinson. 

*• Officer of the day, to-mrrow. Captain Reading. Guards as 
usual." 

By reason of a noise being made at the Sutlers, the officer of the^ 
day sent me there alter the beating of the tattoo, when I found a Ser- 
jeant and 4 or 5 privates drinking and singing, which I brought before 
him, but on their promise of behaving well for the future, he dis- 
charged them. Visited the sentiies and found one riian dozing on 
sentry, who I sent to the guard house. He belonged to Capt. Patter- 
son's company. Had a smart shower of rain, which wet me and tho 
book which I nad in the tent, which was very thin. Lay, when I 
slept, on the naked ground in a wet tent ; yet, notwithstanding, 1 slept 
very well. 

Friday,' July 5th, 1776. — Carrol Whitekar, a Corporal in our com- 
pany, got a discharge from the company, and set out with his brother 
Thomas to Cherry Valley, who has lived hereabouts for 6 or 7 yeara 
and never htard of the death of his father or mothe" ; and having 
married weH, and in good circumstances, requested him to get a dis- 
charge, come and live with hini some time, which the Captain granted 
upon his getting a man in his room. Showery all day. Kept steadily 
with the guard till 1 was relieved, after which there came up a heavy 
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gost, which overset many of the tents and floated all the things, which 
put our men in a great pet, having nothing dry to lie in— many, 
however, of our men lay in the church. About 12 o'clock at night 
an alarm was made in the camp by the sentries of the other compa- 
nies firing five guns, upon which our drums and fifes beat to arms very 
briskly, and the men began to turn out. I waked just as the drums 
began to beat, and ran out with gun and cartouch box without any 
coat or hat, and had the men formed in a very short time. Captani 
Bloomfieid took all his hard money, amounting to 30 or 40 pounds, 
giving charge to Edw. Thomas, if he should chance to get killed, to 
secure it Col. White gave orders, that a profound silence be observed 
in the ranks ; that sentries be sent all round the camp, and that no 
man in ranks should load till orders. After standing and some scouting 
round the camp for about an hour, Col. Dayton ordered that the men 
be dismissed, and ordered to lie all night on their arms. It appeared, 
when enquired into, that it proceeded from the falling of trees, which 
frightened the sentries and made them fire. Slept in our wet tent, 
which very few, either officer or soldiers, did. 

I will take the privilege at this time to make some reflections on / 
the conduct of this regiment Col. Dayton, the first in command, is ' 
a man of steady, easy, forgiving disposition, who uses both officers 
and soldiers with the greatest tenderness, by which he has gained the 
love of the soldiers in general. Lt Col. White is more unsteady and 
quick tempered, is therefore less beloved ; but is, nevertheless, of a bold,' 
generous spirit Major Barber is a bold, soldierly, smart officer, but 
rather of a monarchical temper and haughty carriage, much for es- 
tablishing the regular form of government in the army. 

In a regiment or army something of the same spint and conduct 
may be observed as in a State ; some striving to establish monarchical 
government and others opposing it, giving liberty and privilege to 
every one to stand forth for their own right Of this we have had 
several remarkable instances among us. Our soldiers, much ferment- 
ed by the word Liberty, for which they acknowledge to fight, and for 
which they profess a willingness to sufier, cannot bear the least imposi* 
tion, yet are under a necessity of encountering many difficulties and 
inconveniences from the Commissaries being ill provided with those 
necessaries wanted in an army, which often caused murmurs and 
disturbances among the soldiers, which the Major and Parson in a 
particular manner opposed — ever inculcating upon them submission 
to and contentment with whatever may be allowed them, affirming 
that they were as well provided as aay,aad that their complaints wer« 
18 
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groundless— or, at least, thai they had no right to contend with anj 
of their officers, but calmly submit to whatever is allotted them. 
Capt Potter, in particular, contends for the right of soldiers to de- 
mand of their officers the full of every article allowed them by Con- 
gress, which several times occasioned some disturbance in the regi- 
ment Another article of no small disturbance and dt8sention» among 
us, was the taking of things from Johnson Hall by many of the 
officers contrary to positive orders of the Colonel, and therefore op- 
posed by him and the Major and some otber», and upheld by the parties 
concerned, who by that very incident was well enough known, altha' 
they performed it with all possible secrecy. 

Saturday^ July ^th, 1776.— Attended exercise, prayers, dtc, and 
went over to visit the sick ; found them all getting better. Lieut. Loyd 
and Ensign Anderson came up here from Johnstown with about £1000 
cash. No news of any importance. Weather very cool since the 
rain. 

Upon the north-west side of the Mohawk River lies the patent of 
Sir John Johnson, containing 120,000 acres of land, uncultivated the 
most of it. The centre of it lies nearly opposite the flats, wheie runs 
up a fine rivulet into the country called Canada Creek^ its course is 
nearly NW. 

Attended exercise again in the afternoon, and afterwards pray- 
ers ; after which a number of us went down to the Creek to wash 
ourselves. Major Barber arrived here this evening from Albany, 
by whom we are informed that our forces in Canada were driven 
from Crown Point How dismal and distressing are our circum- 
stances! Justly, O Lord, dost thou afflict us for our sins. We 
pray that thou vvouldst humble us for our iniquities ; make us sensible 
that thou art God, that thou hast a sovereign right to dispose of all 
things according to thy divine pleasure. We pray thou wouldst hum- 
ble us even to thy feet, that we may there learn to put our whole de- 
pendance and confidence in thee and thee only ; make us sensible that 
righteousness exalteth a nation, but that sin is the ruin of any people ; 
and having sufficiently humbled us and made us proper subjects for 
thy mercy, wilt thou in thy tender love api>ear for our sinful land and 
deliver it from the hands of those who seek to destroy us, exert thy 
almighty power in bringing to nought their secret schemes to destroy 
us, and may we come off victorious over all our enemies in such a 
matmer, that the victory may appear to be of God and not of man ? 

Sunday, July 1th, 1776. — Cool, pleasant morning. At roll call 
Parson Caldwell read some articles of Congress respecting the moral 
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conduct of soldiers, and exhorted them not to'break them by profane- 
ness, as thej would wish not to incur the displeasure of Almighty God. 
in whose name we ought to go forth to battle. At ten we attended 
divine worship under the trees, when the parson addressed us from 
Jonah, Ist chap., 6th verse — " So the ship master came unto him and 
said unto him, what meanest thou ? O sleeper call upon God, if so be 
he may think upon us that u:e perish noi^ From which he earnestly 
called upon all who are lulling their souls asleep in sin amidst the 
many very imminent dangers to which they are exposed at this time — 
to awake from their sleep and call upon God, if so be he might yet 
think upon us for good. Rain coming on prevented his prosecuting 
the subject as largely as he designed. He, however, made three re- 
flections from the words : 1st, That God, for reasons best known to 
himself, often permits wicked men to succeed in their evil practices, 
and go for a long time unpunished. 2d, That tho' he may bear long 
and many affronts, yet he will execute justice upon all mankind, either 
for examples in this or in the awful day of universal retribution ; 
when every • man shall receive the full recompense for his doings, 
whether they be good or evil. 

At 4 P. M., attended divine worship again under the trees, when 
Chaplain addressed us in a very pathetic Vnanner, from Romans 
in : 18 — •* And the fear of God is not before their eyes" How sur- 
prisingly absurd 48 it for us who believe there is a Sovereign Omnipo- 
tent God — whose omniscence pierces even to the inmost recesses of 
the soul, and will surely bring us to an account for our behaviour in 
life, and reward us accordingly — to live as tho' there were none, or 
that he did not observe us when we daily transgress his laws and abuse 
his grace by sinning against him. Roll call and guard mounting after 
meeting whs attended. Slept alone in the tent, Lieut. Giffbrd having 
charge of the guard. 

Monday, July 8th, 1776. — Had exercise morning and evening as 
usual. Men received 2 dollars, which is all the cash tbey are likely 
to get very soon. Nothing else of any importance happened. Ex* 
pecting to go to Fort Stanwix in a short time, when artillery gets up. 
Unwell with dysentery and fever. 

Tue&day, July 9th, 1776. — Slept but badly. Arose at drum beat- 
ing ; but was so unwell, did not attend. The men were all ordereo to 
be in readiness this day for an accurate review. Accordingly, at 4 
P. M ., the naen appeared with their hair powdered off and all things 
in the neatest order possible under their present disadvantageous cir- 
cumstaQces^ and marched off to parade ; Major first. Chaplain and 
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Surgeon next, and then Capt. Bloomfield and company — and, indeed 
they made a very respectable figure. Lieut. Gifford and myself were 
so u!iwell, we did not pretend to go on parade — not so much as to see 
how they went on. Lieut. Col. White returned from down the river 
after the regiment were gone out. Had some talk in our Captain's 
markee with the Parson, Major, Lieut. Col., &>g., respecting the duty 
of sentries, <fcc. They affirm that an out sentry is bound to chal- 
lenge every person, and keep them till the Serjeant relieves, who is to 
take him to the officer of the day or guard. Let him be officer 
or who he may, sentries have no right to know him ; but on the officers 
examining him, and finding him to belong to the camp, and he giving 
a good account of himself, is to be discharged ; if not, to be kept in 
confinement till further examined. But an inner sentry is obliged to 
let any one pass upon giving the countersign or watch word. 

Wednesday, July lOth, 1776. — Got up in the morning at the drum's 
beating, but my indisposition prevented my attending exercise. A 
different climate from what I was brought up in, and being exposed 
to the inclemency of the weather, which is exceedingly changeable, 
with frequent large dews ; the days often exceeding hot and variable, 
being likewise obliged to lie in a wet tent upon the cold ground, ex- 
posed at the same time to the night air, causes an almost constant 
laxity of my body and a debility of the whole system ; but I hope 
that custom will be a means of jreventing it for the future by bracing 
up the system, thereby forming my body proof against every incon- 
venience. In the afternoon, Capt. Imlay, with several of his men, 
arrived here from Johnstown. The batteaux with the cannon are 
coming up now at Little Falls. Drank some brandy toddy at evening 
with Lieut. GifTord, &c. Expenses 28. 

Thursday, July llth, 1776. — Got up very early, being unable to 
lie in bed. The morning being pleasant, attended parade. The men 
were dismissed directly after prayers, in order to prepare for marching 
to Fort Stanwix to morrow. We began to prepare, when the follow* 
ing orders were issued out : 

" Regimental Obders. 

''Jidy nth, 1776. 
"Parole Nassau Hall. 
'* The whole of the troop at this place, except tiie companies of 
Cnpi. Bloomfield and Isenberg, who are to remain here, to hold them- 
selves in leadiness to march to-morrow morning. The general will 
beat at 4 o'clock and the assembly at 5 o'clock. The tents not to be 
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fitnick till f.irther orders. It is recommended to the officers of Col. 
Dayton's and Col. VVyncoop's regiments to leave all their things be- 
hind that they can do without, and the boats will be ordered to bring 
them forward the next trip, which will likely be in four or five days. 
The Serjeant Major will send this order, or the copy thereof, to the 
men under Capt. McKean. ELIAS DAY TON. 

** Officer of the day, to-morrrow, Capt. Bloomfield. Guards as 
usual. Officers thereof, Lieuts. Cox and Elmer." 

Tills day settled our mess and broke it up, having been in it but 
three weeks, wanting a day; yet our expenses for diet only, (by rea- 
son of such unnecessary and costly articles, which were destroyed,) 
amounted to £3 — upwards of 20 shillings each. In the evening roll 
call. Went on guard according to orders. The batteaux, artillery 
and cannon all arrived here, and the men being fatigued, Lieut. Gif- 
ford with twenty of our company, besides Serjeants and Corporals, 
were sent off to relieve them, which, with ten on guard at camp, 
took all who were capable of going on. The night was very dark 
and stormy, and the quarter guard having nothing but their' tents, 
made the night prove very disagreeable. In the evening we had a 
considerable mirth with two Indians who were something intoxicated 
with liquor. One of them appeared unfriendly to our cause, and 
threi^tened to kill all the soldiers ; the other, a true Whig, was much 
displeased with his conversation, and endeavored by every means in 
his power to still him, but to no purpose, he would strike at oui' men 
and molest the sentry ; at length drew his knife upon one of them, 
which so enraged the other, he clinched that one and pacified him so 
far that he put up his knife ; but not being content, they again en- 
countered each other, and the Tory drew his knife upon him, which I 
soon deprived him of; they then took it up and down till the Whig 
licked the other very badly, and then in a short time all things were 
made up and both were true Whigs. We have constantly a number 
of these savages around our camp of the Mohawks, Tuscaroras and 
Oneidas, who draw provisions as much and more fully than our sol- 
diers ; the only method we can pursue in order to keep them in our 
favor. Rum is an article we are obliged to give them, and many of 
them cannot be pacified till quite drunk. Visited the sentries and 
saw to the relieving all night. 

Friday f July ^2</^, 1776. — Notwithstanding my indisposition, and 

* being wet all night, I felt myself better this morning than 1 have been 

several days past* Blessed be God ! who alone can preserve or re- 
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Btore. The assembly beat this morning according to orders at 5 
o'clock; but not having all things in readiness, they were dismissed 
for some time. All, except our company, on guard were relieved, in 
order to prepare for marching. Wagons being procured in order to 
carry the tents, &c., down to the batteaux. They wore sent off. 
The assembly again beat about 1 1 o'clock and marched off in about 
half an hour, leaving the Parson, Fife and Drum Majors, ours and 
Capt. Isenberg's companies behind. Upon the Colonel going away, 
he gave the following instructions to Capt. Bloomfield, who is left 
commanding officer here: — To lodge his men in the church and Capt. 
Isenberg's in the barn near the church ; to have his men in good 
order; to attend the General when he comes, and keep good guards 
to prevent any surprise. After they went off, we struck our tents 
and pitched them near the church in good order, and had roll call, 
when Capt. Isenberg's company came over and joined us, when the 
following orders were given out : 

" German Flats, July \2ih, 1776. 
** Parole New Jersey. 

" Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lieut. Gifford. 

• •••«••• 

" Agreeable to Col. Dayton's orders, Capt. Bloomfield's company 
are to lodge in the church, and Capt. Isenberg's will occupy the barn 
near the church, and by no means to bo absent after the beat of the 
tattoo. And both companies will attend call, and exercise together at 
the usual hours in the morning and evening in the camp." 

Drank tea with Mr. Caldwell ; after which we had considerable 
talk, and after exercising and writing in evening, I went to sleep in 
our new habitation about 1 o'clock. 

Saturday, July \Wi, 1776. — Attended parade, when the whole of 
the men were set to clearing the whole parade from where our men 
marched. After it was completed we exercised some ; Isenberg's men 
exceedingly awkward. After exercise, before the men were dismiss* 
ed, these orders were read to them : 

" German Flats, Jtdy IZth, 1776. 
"Parole Woodbridoe. 

'* The companies will take notice that volunteer Thomas is appoint* 
ed to the duty of an Adjutant, and volunteer Kinney the duty of a 
Quarter Master, for the time being. And the non-commissioned 
officers are hereby strictly charged, and the privates left behind of 
those companies that have marched, to make proper returns to those 



Digitized by 



Google 



143 

gentlemen of the state of their companies, and the provisions ; Returns 
always at Serjeant's call, precisely at 10 o'clock, when the orders of 
the day will also be given out by Mr. Thomas. 

" Capt. Bloomfield recommends that every officer and soldier, be- 
tween the hours of exercise, clean their clothing and brighten their 
arms and accoutrements in order to v^ait on General Schuyler, expect- 
ed to-morrow evening, in as decent and becoming manner as possible 
No' excuse will be taken if any of his own company should come on 
parade with their arms in any other manner than will bear the strictest 
examination whether the owners have endeavored by their industry 
and care to make them appear suitable to receive and attend upon tlie 
General." 

After parade Lieut Gifford and myself agreed to join and draw 
one of our rations in provisions and the other to draw in money. 
Accordingly we went to our tents, got some breakfast^ and then I 
went and made a cellar under our lent in order to keep our provisions 
in, and put things in order. Our men this day shifted all the stores 
into the church. 

P. M. — Assembly beat at 5 o'clock, when the men mostly paraded, 
but being discharged and ordered to attend at the beat of the drum, 
they were very dilatory in turning out ; upon which the Captain and 
Parson both spoke to them, reminding them of their danger, and 
exhorting them to alertness and attention to their duty. After which 
we had prayers and guard mounting. 

At evening, great uneasiness arose for fear of an alarm, as many 
Indians were gathering round in the woods, and the General being 
now, as we hear and expect, on his road about 10 or 12 miesofF; 
which makes it a very critical time, and may be taken to destroy us 
at the very time when we expect to treat with them in Race. We 
have the greatest reason to believe many of them are not very friendly. 
Upon these considerations Capt. Bloomfield and Lieut. GifFord have 
moved off into the church within the stockade to sleep ; but I am 
determined, unless strictly ordered, to stand my ground in my tent 
with my gun loaded and bayonet fixed lying by my side. 

m * * * * * 

Sunday, July 14/A, 1776. — Had no alarm, nor ever waked till after 
sunrise, so that I had no use for my loaded gun. We had roll call at 
5 this morning, when the men generally attended, and were dismissed 
with orders to go and dress in the best manner possible, to attend upon 
meeting, and likewise upon the General, who we expect here this 
afternoon. At 9 o'clock assembled for church, when Adjutant 
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Thomas read the orders to them, together with the Resolve of Con- 
gress therein mentioned. 

"July Uth, 1776. 

"OfHcer of the day, tomorrow, Lieut. Hagan. 
" Parole Cuaibehland. 

" No officer or soldier will presume to lie out of his quarters ap- 
pointed by Col. Dayton, under penalty of the punishment inflicted by 
Ninth Article of the additional Rules and Regulations of War." 

Then we went into church in^the most exact method and attended 
to prayer and a very good sermon from Ma'k 13th chap., from 33d 
verse to the end — ** Watch ye therefore, for ye know not neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man comet h" After sermon 
was over, the Dutch had church. About 1 o'clock P. M., Capts. 
Sharpe, Bloomfield, and Parson Caldwell rode off in order to meet 
the General, who we expected was then on his road hither. After 
some time the Parson returned with Capt. Sharpe, who had been over 
the river. But Capt. Bloomfield proceeded on farther to see whether 
he could hear any thing of the General. Had roll call, prayers, 
guard mounting, d^c, as the General did not come. 

After we were dismissed, Capt. Bloomfield returned with a whole 
bag full of news. He had received a letter from his father in which 
was enclosed a Declaration of the Continental Congress, passed the 
4th day of July, declaring the Colonies free and independent States 
^which may God prosper and protect. Members of Provincial 
Congress from Cumberland, by his letter, are Theo. Elmer, Jona. 
Ayres, Ephm. Harris, Jona. Bov^en, and John Buck, Esqs., Major 
Kelsey Captain in the forces, and Dr. Ewing Surgeon of that bat- 
talion. 

Monday, July I5th, 1776. — Arose and exercised the men for two 
hours, those of Capt. Isenbard's (13) company come on considerably. 
After which had prayers ; the Declaration was read to them, and we 
all gave- three hearty cheers to the Independent States. 

Lieut. Hagan, being left behind something unwell, and being 
appointed by Capt. Bloomfield officer of the day, not sleeping in 
camp, but having given the Serjeant orders, repaired to his usual 
place of lodging. When Capt. Bloomfield found out he left the 
guard, he put him immediately under an arrest, and wrote up to the 

(13) This name is differentlj spelled at different times— Eisenberg, Isenbard, Iseiu 
lord, &Gi 
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possible good natare. 

About 12 o'clock an assembly was beat for the men to parade in 
order to receive a treat and drink the States' health. \N hen liaving 
made a barrel of grog, the Declaration was read, and the following 
toast given by Parson Caldwell — " Harmony, virtue, honor and all 
propriety to the free and independent United States of America. 
Wise Legislatures, brave and victorious Armies, both by sea and 
land, to the American States.'' When three hearty cheers were 
given, and the grog flew round a main. 

After parading a little, the men were discharged, and I went to 
visit the sick and see the Doctor of this place, who is a German, who 
has (he says) served as a physician and surgeon to the army in 
Germany for seven years. He now carries on farming, owns a grist 
mill, and doctoring all together. Staid with him drinking beer some 
time and conversing upon the subject of physic. He being brought 
up to the Dutch language prevented his discoursing in the English 
proporly ; but as far as I could judge by the conversation we had 
together, he has been well educated and appears to have a rational 
knowledge of the causes of diseases and the different methods nature 
makes use of to cast them off. He says Hickory, picked and (iried 
whilst green and kept in sugar, makes a very excellent stomachic for 
debilitated people. Had exercise at 5 o'clock P. M., and the follow- 
ing orders were read : 

" German Flats, July 15/A, 1776. 
"Parolb — The free and independent States op America. 
** Officer of the day, tomorrow, Lieut. Elmer. Guards to consist 
for the future of 2 Serjeants^ 2 corporals, 21 privates ; sentinels by 
day, 3; by night, 7." 

According to orders I went upon guard and attended thereto, 
which is not regular when so few companies are together, but were 
put thus (I suppose) on account of Lieut Hagan pleading, when 
under arrest, that bis being officer of the day could not oblige him 
to stay constantly with the guard. 

Tuesday, July 16/A, 1776. — Was aroused from my sleep at 2 
o'clock in the morning by one of our sentinels firing his gun, upon 
which the Serjeant cried out for the guard. I jumped up and paraded 
them directly and set the drums to beating to arms, and the men 
formed in the Court House ; I directly despatched Serjeant Maskell 
19 
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and two of the guard round to the sentinels with loaded gnns, hi 
order to find out the cause of their firing ; after being out a few min* 
utes, they returned with an old deaf Dutch soldier belonging to Capt 
Isenlard's company, who not being able to hear him, could not answer 
when challenged, upon which the sentinel fired. We put this fellow 
under guard till day, and so ended the mighty fray. When the gun 
was fired the Indians yelled in a most frightful and hideous manner. 
Corporals Parker and Lummis and Charles Cosgrove were confined by 
Capt. Bloomfield for quitting parade, lying out of quarters and noi 
attending roll call this morning. A Court Martial was called by him 
to try them this morning, Capt Sharp, President; members, Lieuts. 
Cannon, Elmer, Pierson and Clock. The prisoners were called and 
confessed to most of the charges, upon which the Court was adjourn- 
ed till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 

Intelligence of General Schuyler being on his road, Lieut Gifibrd 
with 20 of our best men, were despatched to wait upon his honor, who 
met him some distance off, saluted and attended him here, when Capt 
Bloomfield had the remainder of the men drawn up to receive him. 
The Indians came in likewise in considerable numbers, and the foL 
lowing orders were issued : 

" All sutlers in and about the German Flats are hereby strictly 
charged not to sell any liquor to any of the soldiers quartered in this 
place, nor to any of the Indians attending the treaty, nor to any per- 
sons that will supply the soldiers or Indians with liquor. 

" All sutlers and retailers of liquors are also forbid giving, carrying, 
or sending any liquors to For«: Stanwix without the express leave of 
the commanding officer at Fort Stanwix." These orders are issued 
by direction of Major General Schuyler. 

Capt Jos. Bloomfield had four men constantly guarding the Gen. 
eral, day and night Exercised some in the alternoon, when a num. 
ber of spectators attended. The Indians attending here for the 
purpose of Treating with us, consist of the Oneidas, Mohawks, Tus- 
caroras and Cayugas. Prayers were omitted this evening, as the 
Parson was attending the General and Capt B. was constanUy flirt- 
ing about after him. After tattoo, the General and Parson, and others 
who lodged with them, were taken up, bein;j out of their lodging 
takmg a walk. The Serjeant of the guard being called, (who wm 
Leake) let them go tn, with a charge not to be out so late for the 
future. 

(To be Continued.) 
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PROCEEDINGS 



OP THE 



NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Vol. 11. 1847. No. 4. 



Freehold, September IQlh, 1847. 
The Society met, according to adjournment, at this place, the 
President in the Chair ; the first Vice President being also present. 

The Corresponding and Recording Secretaries being absent,* Mr. 
Amzi C. McLean was appointed Secretary pro tern. 

The Chairman of the Executive Committee stated that he had re* 
ceived letters from a number of the members of the Society giving 
reasons for their absence. 

The Rev. D. V. McLean, in behalf of Ex Gov. Haines, presented 
and read to the Society an interesting manuscript lettter from Kichard 
Stockton, Esq, of Princeton, grandfather of the present Commodore, 
addressed to Robert Ogden of Eh'zabethtown, dated Sept 13th, 1765; 
refering to public affairs, which was listened to with much interest* 

Gen. WalIi gave n')tice of an amendment to the constitution to be 
acted on at the annual meeting, viz : strike out the following — " The 
Library and Cabinet x)f the Society shall be located in the City of 
Newark in the County of Essex," and insert the following, " The 
Library and Cabinet shall be located in the City of Trenton in the 
County of Mercer." 

Gen. Wall also offered the following resolution, which, after some 
remarks by the mover. Rev. D. V. McLean and others, was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Resolved, That no expenditure of money should be incurred by the 

* The Correspondin/if Secretary was unavoidably prevented from attending the 
meeting, and the Recording Secretary with all the records and papers was detained on 
the road, and although great exertions were tnade to reach Freehold in time for the 
msetiBg hit amT«d too late to particip«t« in the prooeediDgs. 
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Society with reference to a permanent location of its Library until 
the next annual meeting. 

The Rev. D. V. McLean, one of the Committee of seven appoint- 
ed by the Society in May last, to procnre subscriptions towards a 
fund, to be expended in obtaining an analytical list or index to docu- 
ments in the English archives which refer to New Jersey, a&ked the 
Society to excuse him from serving on that Committee. Mr. McLean 
expressed strong doubts whether the amount ($1000) could be raised 
by private subscription, and expressed a strong conviction that the 
Legislature of the State would soon make the necessary appropria- 
tions Gen. Wall and others expressed similar views, and at the 
request of members, Mr. McLean withdrew his request, and moved 
the following resolution, viz : 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to make applica- 
tion to the Legislature at its next session, on the subject of our Co* 
lonial documents. 

The resolution was adopted, and the chair appointed Gen. Wall, 
Richard S. FieM, G. S. Cannon, Samuel R. Hamilton and Rev. £11 
F. Cooley, on said Committee. 

Mr. Ho into K called up the resolution which he offered at the meet- 
ing of the Society in May last, viz : 

Resohed, That no expenditure of money to this Society shall be 
made exceeding $60, without a vote of said Society sanctioning said 
expenditure. 

After some remarks by the Chair, and Messrs. Field, Hornor, 
McLean and othf'rs, the resolution was laid on the table until the next 
meeting of the Society. 

Rev. D. V. McLean presented, for the inspection of the Society, a 
very old Quadrant, said to be that used on board the old ship Caledo- 
nia. Gen. Wall stated his belief that there was still in existence, 
probably in the possession of some person in the vicinity of Allen- 
town, in Monmouth County, a manuscript account of the first voyagt 
of the Caledonia to our shores, with a list of the emigrants : that at 
one time it was in the possession of the late Gen. Rhea, and from his 
estate passed into the hands of the late Robert Montgomery. He 
expressed the hope that these papers might yet be recovered. 

On motion of General Wall, 

Resolv^.d^ That the thanks of the Society be te*jdered to the citi- 
zens of Freehold for their hospitality, and the great inte^^st they have 
manifested in the objects of the Society. 

The Cbairmaa of the Ex^Gutive Coauoittee nee reqvested to dor 
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fllgnate some gentlemen in Trenton to make arrangements for the next 
meeting of the Society on the third Thursday of January next — to 
which time and place it then adjourned. 



LETTER FROM RICHARD STOCKTON TO ROBERT OGDEN, 

THE ORIGINAL OF WHICH WAS PRESENTED TO THE SOCIETY BY GOY. HAINES. 

Pkinoeton, SefU \Wi, 1765. 

Dear Sir: — I received yours respecting Capt. Lacy, and shall 
conduct myself in that matter as you request I confess that I am 
much concerned about the present state of our public affairs. You 
see the spirit that the Stamp Act has raised throughout the Colonies. 
The people certainly ought to complain when they are oppressed. 
The unbounded license of some to the eastward, ought to be discoun- 
tenanced by every friend of his country ; yet, the Stamp Act cannot 
be extended here but in diametrical opposition to our Constitution ; 
therefore, 1 am humbly of opinion that the Representatives of the 
people ought not to be silent. They ought to complain constitution- 
ally — they should complain to the King, not to the Parliament, whose 
authority they do not, and ought not to acknowledge. Upon maturd 
deliberation, therefore, I think that our Assembly ought to send depu- 
ties to the Congress to be held this fall at New York. If your House 
does not do it, we shall not only look like a speckled bird among our 
sister Colonies, but we shall say implicitly that we think it no op* 
pression. 

I always approved, you know, of your not petitioning the Parlia- 
ment That was, in my opinion, a very strong step. It was ac* 
knowledgiog some authority they had over us ; but humbly and sen- 
sibly petioning the King, I think, might be of great service ; and I 
doubt not, if there is such a change in the Ministry as may be ex* 
pected, but the Act will be repealed. Suppose you should apply to 
half a dozen members, and sign a request to tne Governor to call you 
immediately, that you may reconsider the propriety of sending depu- 
ties to New York. This, all of lovo to n:y country, and regard to 
tbo Hoofld of Asfieaablyi especialij it's SpeaJ£er, I suggest Burn my 
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letter after reading it over twice, and considering it matarelj. I wish 
I had one hoar with you this week, bat I cannot. 

Adieu, and believe me yoar respectful friend and most obedient 
servant, RICHARD STOCKTON. 

Addressed " To Robert Ogden, Esq., at Elizabethtown." 

•• Mr, Haroell is desired to deliver this/* 



JOURNAL 

OP 

LIEUTENANT EBENEZER ELMER, 

Oy TKI THIRD BBGIMBNT OF NBW JBRSBT TROOPS IN THE CONTINSHTII. SKRYICSr 

Continued from Page 146« 

German Flats, Wednesday, July 17, 1776. 
Wednesday, July llth, 1776.— Gut up and exercised, when Parson 
Caldwell came out with Schuyler's Chaplain, who prayed with us* 
After parading some time, we dismissed the men and went to break- 
fkst The Court Martial sat again according to their adjournment, 
and proceeded to the consideration of the prisoners, when they were 
sentenced, the Corporals to be reduced to the ranks and confined seven 
days on bread and water. After being dismissed from the Coart 
Martial and getting dinner,, went with Lieut Gifford, who having 
been with twenty of our men to wait on the General over the river, 
had returned up the hill, when about twenty of the Seneca Indians, 
who have just arrived here assembled for a dance. They were all 
naked, except their private parts, which were wrapped round with 
woolen cloth and all painted with different colors, most of them black 
in the face ; round their necks and legs were many curiosities, as 
wampum and beads, with shells tied in bundles to jingle when they 
danced. Their music was a keg with a sheep skin for the head, and 
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II man striking wiih one stick, most of them singing at the same 
time and beating two sticks together ; at the conclusion of each 
dance every one hooted and yelled as loud as possible and drank a 
dram out of a brass kettle , which they kept full of rum, till many of 
them got quite drunk. These antics they continued with intervals 
now and then, all the afternoon and most part of the night 

Among the Seneca Indians came a man who has been for some time 
in Niagara. He says about the 4th of May if any forces had been 
there. Col. Butler would have surrendered the fort without firing a 
gun, as they had been out of provisions near three months, except 
what they could get themselves ; but now have a supply that will last 
them two years. There is not, however, but 2 or 300 soldiers there, 
and the Indians could not be persuaded to stay with them only by 
their keeping them constantly drnnk. The fort is exceedingly well 
fortified, which will be much against us unless we can cut off all com- 
munication and so' starve them out He likewise informs us that a 
number of Sir John's men perished for want of provisions, on their 
march to Oswego Lake, at the head of St Lawrence. 

At P. M. parade. Corporals Lummis, Parker and Charles Cos- 
grove were brought out and ordered by Capt Bloomfield to return to 
their duty in the ranks and behave like good soldiers for the future. 
The Corporals have the promise, by my request, of being reinstated 
in 7 days. Many spectators were present at exercise, when 1 put the 
men through most of the manceuvres, and they perform much better 
than what they did when they first joined us. Capts. Veeder and Vos- 
burgh, of Col. Wyncoop's company, ordered by General Schuyler to 
join us and be subject to the same duty, they attended at the Cap- 
tain's markee. I was introduced to, and had considerable discourse 
with them, after which went and drank tea with the Captain The 
nights here are much cooler than in the Jerseys, and ^oggy. Almost 
every morning a fog rises from the river and mountains in large 
elouds and falls down in dews like a fine rain, if it does not fall in 
dews in the morning, it does generally in rain in the afternoon — veri* 
fying the saying of the Psalmist. Psalms 144 : 8th verse — " They 
go up by the mountains — they go down by the valleys into the place 
which thou hast founded for them." 

We find, by being acquainted with the people here, that altho' the 
place here has a good name, yet there are some 'J ories amongst them. 
Most of the inhabitants on this river are Dutch, and many of (hem 
•peak three languages, viz : German, Indian and English, though the 
latter but very badly. 
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Thursday, July ISlh, 1776. — Arose early. At 6 the dnrnif beat 
for parade, when I went out and exercised the men. A large number 
of the Indians attended, and when we came to charge and volley, and 
retreating promiscuously, they laughed and seemed much pleased with 
our proceeding. Dismissed the men after parade without prayera 
The Indians drawing the provisions to the number of 2 or 300 of 
them. Upon the other companies being ordered to join us, the fol- 
lowing orders were given out to-day : 

"JttZy 18/A, 1776. 
"Parolb General Heard. 

" Officer of the day, to morrow, Lieut. Pendleton. 

" C:ipts. Veeder's and Vosburg's companies being ordered by Major 
Gen. Schuyler to join the troops and do duty in garrison, are hereby 
directed to nttend roll call and exercise in camp at the beat of thd 
drum, morning and evening. 

** Capt. Bloomfield's company will form on the right at their usual 
place, Capt Veeder's on the left, Capt. Vosburg's on the right of the 
centre, and Capt Iseniard's on the left of the centre. 

" In case of any alarm, all the companies will immediately form 
and repair to the church and paradtj within the stockade, where they 
shall be properly supplied with ammunition and receive farther orders. 

" 'i'he Orderly Serjeant of the day from every company will attend 
at the Serjeant's call precisely at ten o'clock, in order to make returns 
of their companies and receive the orders of the day from Mn 
Thomas, appointed Adjutant for the time being. 

** The guards will consist of 3 Serjeats, 2 Corporals and 40 Pri- 
vates — 11 from Bloomfield's, 10 fom Veeder's, 8 from Vosburg's and 
1 1 from Ist'nlard's companies. A Serjeant and 4 men from my com- 
pany will hereafter attend the General by day. 

JOS. BLOOMFIELD. 
« • • • • • • • 

The General was out with the guard attending him, looking out for 
a proper place to fort! y. Rain in the afternoon and night Had na 
parade at all, guard mounting was performed in the church without 
any drums beating previous thereto. The night very rainy and 
dark. 

Friday. July Idth, 1776. — The drums beat and the men attended 
roll soon after, when they were dismissed on account of the rain* 
Spent the day in walking about, hunting, &c. The Aid-de-Camp^ 
Mr. Caldwell and others, were measuring the ground, taking the bear- 
ings of the houses, barnsi dsc, within the encampmeat, for iofonna* 
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tioQ to the General in respect to fortifying^ which we expect to go 
about in a few days. 

" Head Quabtebs, Gebman Flats^ July 19/A, 1776. 
"Gbnebal Obdebs. 

'' First IJeut., Robert Hagan, and Second Lieut^ Samuel Hazlett, 
both of the 3d New Jersey Regiment, commanded by Col. Eliaa 
Dayton, being by sickness rendered incapable of doing duty in the 
regiment, and having requested leave to resign their commissions, the 
General has accepted their resignation; which, causing a vacancy 
and promotion in the regiment, the General has been pleased to pro- 
mote 2d Lieut Wm. Gordon to the rank of 1st Lieut. Ensigns Jo- 
seph Anderson and Cornelius Hennion to the rank of 2d Lieuts, in 
the said regiment. He has also been pleased to appoint Messrs. Ed- 
mund Disney, Thomas and John Kin ners, volunteers in said regiment, 
to be Ensigns therein. By order of General Schuyler, 

JAMES VAN RENSSELAER, Aid-de-Camp.'* 

"JwZy IM, 1776. 
"Pabolb — ^The State op New Jebsey. 

** Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lieut. Solsberry. Guards as 
usual." 

Capt Launcing, belonging to the New York forces now raising, 
being up here was ordered to-day by the General to repair with all 
possible speed to Albany, and from thence with his company to Ticon- 
deroga to join our army there, by which we had an opportunity of 
writing to the second battalion. I had not notice of it till a few 
minutes before he went away, so that I had just time to write a few 
lines to Capt. Howell, informing him of our situation here, &;c. 

In the afternoon had a parade at 4 o'clock, when Capts. Veeder's and 
Yosburg's companies joined us on parade. I exercised the men and 
put them thro' most of the manoeuvres, the spectators, which were a 
number of gentlemen and officers, were much pleased with our per- 
formance. After exercise had prayers and guard mounting, after 
which I went with Capt. Vosburg, Col. Van Dyke, Lieut. Bates and 
some others, to take a drink of toddy. Col. Van Dyke very politely 
returned me thanks and the other officers of our company for our 
kindness in instructing the soldiers of his battalion in the discipline 
of war. After drinking awhile, I returned to our tents. The In- 
dians had a very merry dance this evening ; but my curiosity being 
satisfied by my former tour among them, did not go. 

Saturday, July 20<A, 1776. — Got up early and went, according to 
fulfill a promise made Capt. Vosbarg, by invitation, to take a drink of 
20 
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egg ram with him ; afler we had got a drink, he retarned with me to 
the camp, where we went to exercising for some time. 

«JuZy20/A, 1776. 
" Pabole — Montgomery. 

'* Officer of the day, to-morrow, Ensign Thomas. Guards by day 
6— by night 12.'' 

Richard Bickerman, an Indian trader mentioned some time back as 
from Niagara, left the fort under pretence of going out to shoot 
pigeons, accompanied by his son, a young man ; but had previously 
communicated his design to a few Indians, who conducted him safely. 
The forces there were in a starving condition for some time, and 
would have gladly surrendered had any of our forces come against 
them before the 7th of May, when they got a large supply of provisions 
from Detroit It is expected, he says, that Sir John has pushed for 
Montreal. He, however, suffered much in his march to Oswego Lake 
and lost several men — some say 15. The Seneca tribe, he tliinks> 
are friendly. They are more attached to us than several tribes nearer 
to us. They have taken great pains to draw off the few who are at 
Niagara, but strong liquor is too powerful for their arguments and 
entreaties. 

Tuesday last, in the afternoon, Mr, Dean, the Indian interpreter, 
and Mr. Kirkland, the Minister that lives amongst the Oneidas, set 
out for Oneida and Onondaga to hurry the Indians down to the 
Treaty. Wednesday, arrived 774 Indians, chiefly of the Onenhogh- 
gwago tribe of Oneidas and part Tuscarorars, who, living in the 
neighborhood, chose rather to accompany them than their own nation* 
Mr. Crosby, a worthy Minister who is Missionary to those Indians^ 
accompanied them. They are very civil and almost all of them pro- 
fess the christian faith. They very soon made themselves little 
houses covered with bark, in which they lodge. In the afternoon, at 
4 o'clock, we went on parade with the other companies now here 
with us. 

" Head Quartebs, Gebmait Flats, July 20«A, 1776. 
" General Orders. 

*« No Sutler at this place, on any pretence whatever, to dispose of 
rum or other spirituous liquors to any Indian or other person that 
shall evidently intend it for the use of the Indians, and all non-com- 
missioned officers and soldiers are hereby strictly enjoined not to 
purchase any spirituous liquor for the Indians, or to furnish any of 
them with that article. By order of the General. 

JAMES VAN RENSSELAER, Aid-de-Carop." 
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After parade I went again to see the Indians dance. They were 
holding their antic before the General's door, painted in the gayest 
manner with their heads dressed in a very frightful form. There were 
about 20 of the young warriors who held the chorus ; about half kept 
singing and beating, the others dancing and hooting. At the end of 
every dance they each took a dram out of a large pail, which was 
kept full. For spectators there were a large number of Indians and 
white people, among which was the General, his Aid-de-Camps, and 
other gendemen of the army, Commissioners, <Sz;c. 

Sunday, July 21st, 1776. — Had roll call at 6 A. M. Men were dis- 
missed and ordered to attend at the beat of the drum at 10 o'clock, in 
order for meeting. At 10 the assembly was beat according to order, 
and the men formed and went to attend divine wor&hip under the tree. 
The General, his Aid de-Camps, Mr. Dow, the former Mayor of Al- 
bany, and the rest of the gentlemen here were present. After seat- 
ing ourselves, Mr. Caldwell addressed us from Jeremiah XVII : 5^— 
** Thus saith the Lord of host, cursed be the man that trusteth in man" 

From which he showed, first. What was implied in our trusting in 
man, or putting onr confidence in an arm of flesh ; 2d, Shewed the 
vanity and absurdity of such a practice ; and, 3d, EndeavoriBd to 
persuade us to the noble and manly resolution of relying wholly and 
entirely upon the Lord of hosts for the event and termination of the 
occurrences and tumults of affairs ; at the same time making the 
most vigorous exertion of the faculties which God has implanted in 
us to bring them to an happy issue. 

After meeting, Mr. Gifibrd, in compliance to a request from Major 
Livingston, went and dined with the General. Capt. Dickinson, 
Lieut. Gordon aad Dr. Read came up here from Johnstown to see us. 
No news by them worth mentioning. 

At 4 P. M., meeting was again attended in the same place, when 
the parson lectured from the XV chapter of the Second Book pf 
Chronicles, being the prophecy of Asariah to Asa, King of Israel, in 
a time of war and general calamity, endeavoring to inculcate upon 
him the necessity of casting ofi* iniquities by repentance, and our sins 
by showing mercy if we would wish to have the Lord on our side, 
and appear for our deliverance and succor in times of danger and 
distress. After meeting we paraded round some time, formed bat- 
talion and mounted guard. 

" German Flats, July 2lst, 1776. 
" Pabolb — Cato. 

" Officer of the day, to-morrow. Ensign Kinney. Guards as 
usual.'' 
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After the old guard was relievedi I went off and took tea witli the 
Captain and Mr. Caldwell. 

Monday, July 22d, 1776. — Turned out upon the parade this morn- 
ing at 5 o'clock, or before. Paraded, and seeing the General coming 
over we went and formed to receive him. When he came up our 
men took their proper distance, and as he passed we gave him the 
usual salute. At 9 o'clock the whole of our men paraded, and went 
to work both 'fore and afternoon. 

'• Head Quarters, German Flats, July 22d, 1776. 
"General Orders. 

'' A picquet fortification is to be erected near the church at this 
place. Capt Bloomfield will superintend the work, and make a de- 
tail of ofi[icers and men each company is daily to furnish, and the 
commanding officer of every corps will accordingly furnish his quota 
agreeably to such detail. The men to work eight hours each day ; 
to begin and to leave off work at such times as Capt Bloomfield shall 
direct. Three pence a day will be allowed to each non-commissioned 
officer and private in lieu of rum, to encourage them to go on with 
the work with alacrity and despatch. To be weekly paid by Capt 
Bloomfield, who will be furnished with money for the purpose. By 
order of General Schuyler. 

" JAMES VAN RENSSELAER, Aid-de-Camp." 
*• German Flats, July 22d, 1776, 
" Rules and Orders for the Working Parties. 

" Every officer and soldier, except those upon guard, shall appear 
upon the parade in the morning at the revellee beating ; at which 
time such a number of officers and soldiers from each company as 
may hereafter be directed shall repair to their working posts diligently 
to labor two hours, and then retire to breakfast 

<' After one hour and a half, the whole, as before, parade again and 
work three hours, when they will be dismissed for dinner. 

" After three hours intermission, all to parade again as before, labor 
three hours more and be dismissed for that day. 

** For the fatigue, or working party, Capt Bloomfield's company 
will turn out twenty -six privates daily, Capt Veeder's nine, Capt. Vo»- 
burg's six, and Capt Isenlard's nineteen, the whole consisting of 
sixty privates. Every fifteen privates are to be officered with one 
commissioned and two non-commissioned officers, who will turn out 
and labor as before directed. 

'* Lieuts. Gifibrd, Solesbury and Cannon, and Ensign Thomas^ will 
go out upon fatigue with the working party to*morrow.'' 
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Had an invitation to dine with the General, which I accordingly 
did, with the Commissioners, Interpreters and a namber of other gen- 
tlemen. After dining and drinking a glass of wine or two, I returned 
in order to prepare for labor, which was executed with courage and 
activity till 6 o'clock ; after which we mounted guard, &c. I was 
this day appointed Adjutant for the present. Col. Dayton, with a 
Lieut, belonging to the artillery, came down from Fort Stanwix in a 
batteau. He came over and viewed our works and seemed pleased 
with our carryings on. 

Tuesday J July 23d, 1776. — Got up at the beating of the revellee. 
Hurried out our men for fatigue according to the orders of yesterday 
-—after some time got them all well to labor. 

The following is a brief description of the Indian nations attending 
the Treaty, by the various accounts I have collected, viz : The five 
nations consist of so many tribes, or nations, joined together by a 
league or confederacy like the united Provinces, and without any 
superiority. They are known and distinguished by the Mohawks, 
Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas and Senecas. The Tuscaroras, after 
a war it is said they had with the people of Carolina, fled to the five 
nations, and are incorporated with them ; so that now, indeed, they 
properly consist of six nations. Each of them is again divided into 
three different arms, viz : the Bear, the Tortoise and the Wolf ; the 
Sachems put that belonging to their tribe to every public paper. 

They think themselves by nature superior to the rest of mankind, 
and assume the name of Ongue honwe ; that is, surpassing all others. 
This opinion gives them that courage which has been so terrible to 
all the nations of North America ; and that opinion they have taken 
such care to impress on oil their neighbors, that on all occasions they 
yield to them the most submissive obedience. They have such abso- 
lute notions of liberty, that they allow of no kind of superiority, and 
banish all servitude from their territories. 

An old Mohawk Sachem, in a poor blanket and dirty shirt, issues 
bis orders with as arbitrary an authority as a Roman dictator. The 
authority of their Sachems who govern in all public afiairs, as well as 
that of their Captains, consists wholly, and is only obtained, by the 
good opinion the nation have of the wisdom and integrity of the 
former, and of the courage and conduct of the latter ; and they loose 
it by a failure in these virtues. 

Their instruments of war are a musket, hatchet and long sharp- 
pointed knives; these they always carry about with them. The 
hatchet in war time they stick in their girdle behind ; and they have 
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the art of directing and regnlating its motion, so thiat tfaongh it tarns 
round as it flies, the edge always sticks in the tree Dear the place they 
aim at. The use of bows and arrows is now entirely laid aside^ 
except among the boys, who use them with surprising dexterity. 
Their castles or towns are generally a square, surrounded with palli- 
sades, without any bastions or out- works. 

They express peace by the metaphor of a tree and fire, and all 
nations make use of a hatchet or axe as an emblem of war. 

Wampum is the current money among the Indians ; it is of two 
sorts, white and purple ; the white is worked out of the inside of the 
great Conch into the form of a bead,* and perforated to string on 
leather ; the purple is worked out of the inside of the muscles of shell ; 
they are wove as broad as one's hand, and about two teet long These 
they call belts, and give and receive at their Treaties as the seals of 
friendship ; for lesser matters a single string is given. Every bead is 
of a known value, and a belt of a less number is made to equal one of 
a greater, by so many as are wanting fastened to the belt by a string. 

One hundred of these beads are usually valued at 4s., 200 8s., and 
80 on ; and in this manner they trade and barter with each other, and 
with all that deal with them. 

Their dance (which I mentioned 20th instant,) is peformed with 
such violent exertions of the body, that it seems calculated to inure, 
to harden, and to render the muscles vigorous. In the midst of the 
dance one of the chief warriors, a spectator, stepped forward and 
struck with a stick, which produced a constant pause. In a short 
speech he related his warlike exploits, the prisoners and scalps taken 
from other nations, appealing to those who were witness, and then 
finished with a present of a little paint wrapped up in paper, which he 
had received from the Commissioners for that purpose. This was 
received by all with great marks of applause. Some time after 
another Chief, and then another did in like manner. This custom is 
intended in the time of their mirth to inspire them with a thirst for 
war, and an emulation to have the like opportunity publicly to relate 
their gallant deeds. The Senacas are taller and better proportioned 
than the other Indians present, or the whites — and from their healthy, 
fleshy appearance, are more temperate and better fed than the other 
Indians. Every Indian nation has something peculiar in their own 
customs and manners diflerent from each other. 

* As the Indians live &r from the sea, our people make and sell the purple, or ex. 
change them for Beaver skins, &c ; and manj, at Albany particularly, make a hand- 
some living by that trade. 
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The Indians in general are tall and straight in their limbs^ beyond 
the proportion of the whites. Their bodies are strong ; but of snch 
a species of vigor, as is rather adapted to endure much hardship, than 
to continue long at anj servile work : it is the strength of a beast of 
prej, rather than that of a beast of burden. Their bodies and heads 
are flattish, the effects of art, for the Squaws tarefully brace their 
children, or papooses, till they walk alone, on a broad board, to which 
they lace the infant with broad cloths, carrying them on their shoul* 
ders in all their journies ; for most of them for the sake of the pres* 
ents given at the Indian Treaties, take their whole families with them, 
carrying and lugging snch papooses as are unable to walk in this 
slavish manner* The cottages in the mean time are shut up, and 
there being no furniture to lose, a string or thong of leather serves 
for a lock. 

Their features are regular, but their countenance fierce ; their hair 
(those that wear it long) in general very black, lank and very strong ; 
they have no beards, owing to the custom of continually drawing it 
out by the roots with twisted wires. The color of their skin, a redish 
brown, is admired among them, and improved by the constant use of 
bear's fat and paint ; ^ey in general go naked, except a clout, which 
they wear to cover their nakedness ; once in a while throwing a 
blanket over their shoulders. The Squaws dress in the same manner^ 
only they always wear a striped blanket ; striped with red or yellow 
ferreting, or ribbons, agreeable to their quality in life, and these stripes 
are generally in the middle of the blanket and covered with silver and 
brass broaches of all sizes. 

Their only occupations are hunting and war. Agriculture is left to 
the women. Merchandize they contemn. When Uieir hunting sea- 
son is past, which they go thro' with great vigor, and in which they 
exert great ingenuity, and their provisions laid up, they pass the rest 
of their time in an entire indolence. They sleep half the day in their 
huts ! They loiter and jest among their friends, and they observe no 
bounds in their eating and drinking. They are excessively fond of 
spirituous liquors, and the desire of acquiring these is a principal end 
they pursue in their Treaties with us ; and from this they suffer in- 
expressible calamities, for having once begun to drink they can pre- 
serve no measure, but continue a succession ef drunkenness as long 
as their means of procuring liquor is left. In this condition they lie 
exposed on the ground to all the inclemencies of the seasons, which 
waste them by a train of the most fatal disorders. They perish in 
rivers and marshes, they tumble into the fire^ they quarrel and wery 
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oflen murder each other. And, in short, excess of drinkiog, althotigh 
with lis highly criminal, is generally not very pernicious in its effects ; 
but with this uncivilized people, who have not heart enough to guard 
against the consequences of their vices, is a public calamity. The 
few among them who live free from this evil, enjoy the reward of their 
temperance in a robust and healthy old age. The disorders which a 
complicated luxury has introduced amongst us, are strangers to the 
savages. 

The education of Indians from their infancy is solely directed 
to fit their bodies for this mode of life, and to form their bodies and 
minds to endure the inflictions of the greatest eviL They accastom 
their children, as soon as they are able to run alone, to deluging them* 
selves in the waters. I have been greatly pleased and astonished to 
see how fond their small children are of running into brooks, and their 
mothers make small bark canoes to divert themselves with, playing 
with which they continue in the water stark naked for hours together « 
which so inures their tender bodies to the cold and iclemencies of the 
weather, that they soon get able to undergo great hardships. This 
instance of ducking among the savages has fully convinced me of the 
great utility of the cold bath to children. 

As I said before, almost the sole occupation of the Indians is war, 
or such exercises as qualify him for it His whole glory consists ia 
tills ; and no man at all is considered till he has increased the strength 
of his country with a captive, or adorned his hu^ with the scalp of 
9ne of its enemies. And these scalps are so many evidences or 
trophies of his bravery. 

The character of the Indians is striking. They are grave, even; to 
sadness, upon any serious occasion ; observant of those in company, 
respectful to the old, of a temper cool and deliberate, by whieh they 
are never in haste to speak before they have thought well on the mat- 
ter, and are sure the person who spoke before them has finished all he 
had to say ; they have, therefore, the greatest contempt for the vivaci- 
ty of our people who interrupt each other and frequently speak all 
together. 

Nothing is more edifying than their behaviour in their public coun- 
oils and assemblies ; every man there is heard in his turn, according 
as his years, wisdom or service to his country have ranked him. Not 
a word, not a whisper, not a murmur is heard from the rest whilst he 
speaks; no indecent condemnation, no ill-timed applause. The 
younger sort attend for their instruction. Here they learn the las- 
tory of their nation ; here they are inflamed with the songs of thoee 
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who celebrate the warlike actions of their ancestors ; and here they 
are taught what are the interests of their country, and how to pursue 
them. 

Their habitations are very smaU, consisting only of a little cottage, 
in the middle of which is their fire-place. Here both they and the 
animals they breed live promiacuously. They have a particular fond- 
ness for dogs, and never are without three or four little curs in their 
huts; a hog or two, and a little poultry, with some earthen ware, as 
pots and jugs, and the cotton which their wives spin, constitute the 
whole inventory of an Indian's effects. Their beds consist of two or 
three sheep skins, without pi Hows or any thing else ; and on these 
they sleep in their usual squatting posture; and as they never undress, 
appear always in the same garb. 

This description of the Indians, taken mostly from Capt Bloom" 
field's Journal, may suffice for the present ; if by more frequent inter- 
course and conversation with them I may be led into any farther light 
into their customs and manners, it will be inserted promiscuously as 
time and opportunity may serve. 

" Orders op Jucy 21st, 1766. 

^* The different companies will take notice to make their reports and 
returns to Lieut. Elmer, who will do the duty of an Adjutant for the 
time being." 

After I had got the men to work, and set the different officers aa 
ordered over them, I went over to the hospital to see the sick, as there 
is no doctor here now. Several of them are very unwell, and have 
no medicines except those herbs which can be gathered here, which 
makes it very troublesome to me amidst my other duties, and impos* 
sible to treat them in any regular method. 

The men labored very well both 'fore and afternoon according to 
order, and almost finished the trench round the fortifiealion. After 
labor at the usual hour the drum beat for roll caU, when we had 
prayers, guard mounting, and dismissed the men. 

Wednejday, July 24<A, 1776* — Arose this morning at the revellee 
beating. Paraded the men as soon as possible, which, indeed, is no 
small trouble early, so called the roll and picked out the working par* 
ty, and went off with them to labor before any of the officers appoint- 
ed for fatigue were out except myself. After the officers came I went 
and visited the sick as yesterday, ^c. This day we finished the 
trench and began to haul the logs for picquets, but for want of axes 
to square them, could not set them up. Wrote a letter and sent by 
the express to CoL Newcomb at New York. By whom we are in- 
formed matters are all well there. 
21 
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In the afternoon it rained ahnost constantly, warm and growing 
showers ; towards night it left off. We mounted gaard, &c. 

Corporals Parker and Lummis, who were broke by order of a Co«rt 
Martial as mentioned July 16th, were pnblicly restored to their former 
posts at guard mounting. Capt. Sharp came down from Fort Stan* 
wix in the afternoon. No news from there. The Indians were hold« 
ing a dance this evening at their camp, and it is seldom a night passes 
but they dance till about midnight if the weather is good, making up 
for the loss af ^eep in the nf^ht by sleeping and loitering about great 
part of the day. V)r 

Thursday, July 25th, re77**-Got up at revellee as before. Got out 
the working party and went with them to the works ; but not having 
any tools to work with for any more than what was done the evening 
before, and none of the officers being out, I dismissed the men with 
orders to be ready to repair to work at any time when the drum 
should beat ; and men accordingly were set to work, soon after, placing 
♦he picquets ready for squaring when we can get axes. In the after- 
noon the Indians had a general ball play — which is performed with 
sticks crooked at the end with which they strike, and the bend filled 
up with net- work, with these they knock the ball from one to the other. 

The game is won by one's knocking the ball such a number of times 
beyond the lines fixed upon on the side of his antagonists. At this 
play were 15 or 20 of each side. The lines fixed were forty or fifty 
rods apart, and in knocking the ball they showed the greatest dexteri- 
ty and no less activity and ability of body in continuing to run with 
great fury over the field for at least two hours, to the reproach of the 
luxurious whites who are bred in such a delicate and tender manner 
as to debilitate their constitutions, so as not to be able to endure such 
laborious exercise even for one half hour. O luxury ! thou general 
source of effiminacy in mankind, what havoc hast thou made among 
the gayer part of the human race ? For spectators at this mighty 
play were the Colonel, Chaplain, and a number of other gentlemen. 

Guard mounting, roll call and prayers were attended at the usual 
hour. Mr. Gifford was taken very ill this evening with the cholera 
morbus, which seems to be growing rife in the camp. 

Friday, July 2(jlh, 1776. — Got up and went out with the working 
party very early. Lieut Gifford being sick, I was obliged to fill his 
place at work as well as the duties of my own station. This morning 
began to square, sharpen and set up the picquets in the trench, which 
we had dug before they came. Our men, together with a party from 
Col. Cook's militia, worked all day according to the ordera in setting 
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«p the pickets. I attended the sick at the leisure hoars, and worked 
with them when at labor. 

"J«Zy26«7i, 1776. 
" Pabole — Perth Amboy. 
** Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lieut. SaUburrj. 
*' The officer of the day will see that the church is well washed and 
cleaned by the guard when not on sentry. 

*' The soldiery will be careful to be more cleanly in and about the 
camp : for their own ease, comfort and health, this is particularly 
recommended. 

'* Lieuts. Pendleton and Cannon, and Ensign Thomas, will attend 
the party on fatigue. Guards as usual." 

In the evening I received by Serjeant Wilkinson a few medicines, 
and a letter from Dr. Read at Johnstown, which afibrded no particular 
news. Wrote a letter, after the people were all retired to rest, back 
to Dr. Read. By Serjeant Wilkinson from Johnstown, I am inform- 
ed of the extreme dissatisfaction of Capt Dickinson and all bis 
officers and soldiers upon having either Mr. Thomas or Kinney ap- 
pointed to the rank of Ensign in his company, by which it appears 
likely their appointments will bn the occasion of a great deal of dis- 
content and division in the regiment. These things ought not to be 
at this critical juncture of time when life ia at stake. 

Saturday, July 21th, 1776. — Obeyed the usual alarm of the reveillee 
beat at day break for turning out the working party. 

After the men had got to work and properly officered, I went round 
to visit the sick, which were 16. Returned and made use of the medi- 
Ctnes received last^ nigMln^atfrnTriistering to those who stood in need. 
. Necessity drove to the following orders — 

" Jtdy 21th, 1776. 
" Parole — Tkbntox. 
''A Court Martial will sit immediately — whereof Capt. Veeder is 
President, and Lieuts. Giffbrd, Pendleton, Cannon and Elmer, are 
members. 

"Officer of the day, to-morrow. Ensign Thomas." 
According to order the Court Martial sat, and reported as follows : 
"At a Regimental Court Martial, held by order of Capt. Bloomfield 
at German Flats, July 27th, 1776. 

" Capt GARRET S. VEEDER, President 
** Members — Lieuts. Wm. Gifford, 

Do. Pendleton, 

Do. Cannon, 

Do. Elmer. 
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" Michael Reynolds, soldier in Capt Bloomfield's company of Cot, 
Dayton's regiment, accused of lying out of quarters in disobedience 
of orders, non-attendance at roll call this morning, and attempting to 
absent himself from tiie camp without leave. 

• •••••• 

" The Court, taking into consideration the above crimes, do sen- 
tence him to be led to the post, stripped and tied thereto for the space 
of a quarter of an hour, and then be dismissed to his duty, with a stop- 
page of one week's pay from his wages. 

« GARRET S. VEEDER, President 

** I approve of the above sentence, and order it put in execution 
immediately. JOS. BLOOMFIELD." 

At roll call this morning I drew up the men and brought Reynolds 
out, the Captain and Parson, with several other gentlemen, attended, 
and after tying him up the Parson addressed us in a very friendly 
manner, to leave off all such evil practices for our safety in this world 
and that which is to come ; and after he had prayed with us we untied 
him, when, instead of true penitence, he accused us of acting a partial 
part ; upon which the Captain ordered him immediately under guard, 
notwithstanding his begging pardon on his knees. 

Sunday, July 28th, 1776. — After roll call the men were discharged, 
and it was recommended to them to attend with their arms at the 
beat of the drum, in order to march to hear Mr. Rirtland, a Mission- 
ary among the Indians, preach to them, — which a number of us ac- 
cordingly did. When we got there, the Oneidas and some of the Mo- 
hawks were sitting round under a tree. Soon after we got there they 
began divine worship by singing a hymn, at which they excel any 
white people I ever ^eardfor the melodiousness of their music. After 
singing the Parson prayed first in English and then in the Oneida 
language, and preached altogether in Indian. The Indians seemed 
very attentive and devout in worship. After Mr. Kirtlaed had done, 
an Indian, who is a head man amongst them, got up and spoke for 
some time : after which we concluded worship by sin;|ing and prayer. 
The Senecas the whole time were singing and drumming ; whilst the 
others were worshipping God, they w^e abusing his day, ordinances, 
and attributes. They hold to the old absurd and atheistical doctrines. 
There is one thing remarkable In all the Indians at their dances 
Let it be of whatever nation, they have one and the same tune which 
they constantly beat ; and yet are exceeding good singers, such of 
them as are civilized and had an opportunity of learning. I am in- 
formed that most of them will learn any tune by hearing it once sung. 
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In the afternoon, Mr. Caldwell preached to us at the same place, 
when a number of Indians attended who had some notion of the 
English language, which many of the Mohawks and Oneidas have. 
He addressed us from 2d Samuel, 12 : 10 — " Be of good courage, 
and let us play the men for our people and the Cities of our God, and 
the Lord do what seemeth him good.'* 

After tattoo beating at night, I received orders from the Colonel to 
prepare with all speed to pursue one Jona. Moore, a soldle** in Capt 
Patterson's company, who was sent out for Fort Stanwix by order of 
Lieut. McDonald, and supposed to have letters or orders from him to 
Capt Patterson and Ross. Something respecting plunder from the 
Hall, for which he was sent down here. Accordingly, about 10 
o'clock two of us set off. I rode a dark, blind road, to which I wai 
entirely a stranger. In about 8 or 9 miles I came to Germantown, 
which is a small wooden village inhabited by Germans, their houses 
are small huts covered either with straw or bark. The land is rich 
and produces plentifully. 

I continued to ride on till I arrived at one Thompson's, about 12 
miles from the Flats ; when I arrived found the man in bed. I turn« 
ed out my horse, went into the house and searched the lad, but found 
no letters which would give any intelligence ; so about 2 o'clock in 
the morning I lay down upon the floor and took a nap. 

Monday, July 29th, 1776. — Got up from my pine bed very early. 
Got up our horses, and taking the lad along with me, we returned* 
When I came to the General's, I waited on him, informing him of 
my proceedings, and that the lad was present. He called him in, and 
having nothing farther for me to do, he returned me thanks for my 
service. 

After the General had examined the lad and other matters respect* 
ing Lieut McDonald, he ordered him under arrest, and to continue 
at his quarters until the President of the Court Martial should call for 
him previous to his triaL 

" German Flats, July 29th, 1776. 
" Pabolb— Liberty. 

*' Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lieut Cannon. 

"It is hereby strictly required of every officer, noncommissioned 
officer and soldier to use their utmost endeavors to discourage and 
prevent card-playiog, and all other gamisg for money, or the value of 
money. 

" Gaming of every kind from this time is strictly fo]i)id, and all 
those who offend in following this pernicious practice^ may depend 
upon receiving the severest punishment '^ 
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The Court Martial sitting to- day reported as follows : 

"Capt. VOSBURG, President 
'* Members — Lieut Pendleton, 
Do. Bates, 
Do. Balsburry, 
Ensign Thomas. 
" The Court, after being duly sworn, proceeded to the examination 
of Michael Reynolds. By the evidence that appeared against him 
and his own confession, it is the opinion of this Court that the pris- 
oner meant some private persons and not the Court in particular, and 
consequently shall be returned to his duty. 

** The Court Martial taking into consideration John Cook, Luke 
Jennins and James Newenham, confined and tried for gaming at cards, 
it is the opinion of this Court that the prisoners shall make each other 
as good as they were when they began, pay four shillings fine and 
be returned to their duty. 

"HERMAN VOSBURG, President 
** I have considered of the sentences of the Court Martial against 
\ the respective prisoners within mentioned, and do approve of the 
same, except the fines imposed on John Cook, Luke Jennins and Jas. 
Newenham, which are hereby remitted, except so much thereof as will 
pay for every pack of cards at the rate of Is. per pack that is, or will 
be hereafter, publicly destroyed, by order of the officers of the re- 
spective companies in this place, agreeable to the orders of this day. 

"JOS. BLOOMFIELD-'* 
The prisoners were brought out to the regiment at guard mounting, 
and were dealt with according to the sentence above mentioned. 
Rainy night. Just before evehing the Oneidas and Tuscaroras had 
a great ball play, by which the Tuscaroras won a considerable of 
value in silver and other curiosities. 

T^tesday, July ZOth, 1776. — Got up and turned out the working 
party at th^ beating of the tattoo. 

A general Court Martial sat to-day, by order of Major General 
Schuyler. Col. VAN DYKE. President 

Members — Major Barber, Capt Bloomfield, 

Capt Sharp, Capt. Veeder, 

Capt Vosburg, Capt Eisenlord, 

Lieut Van Rensselaer, Lieut Tuttle, 
Lieut Flannagan, Lieut Pendleton, ^ 

Lieut Salsburry, Lieut Cannon, 

Lieut. Eben, Elmer. 
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Lieat McDonald, of Col. Dayton's battnllion, arrested for bo* 
having unbecoming the character of a gentleman and ofRcer, iu 
taking, or assisting in taking, things from Johnson Hall, the pro* 
pertj of Sir John Johnson or other persons unknown, for aiding and 
abetting others so to do, for concealing things so taken, and for dit« 
obedience of orders, is to be tried. 

• •••••• 

After considering matters for some time respecting the charge 
laid against Lieut McDonald, the Court finding it impossible to finish 
the sentence, adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock, A. M. 

Wednesday, July Zlst, 177G. — Got up at reveillee beating, and turn- 
ed out a party of men for fatigue to labor ia the woods cutting 
pickets. 

The Court Martial met according to adjournment and proceeded to 

the trial of Mr. McDonald. 

• * • * • • • 

The Court, after concluding upon the sentence of McDonald, ad- 
journed till to-morrow at 9 o'clock, after first appointing Major Bar- 
ber, Capt Bloomfield and myself as a Committee to draw up the pro- 
ceedings and evidences in form and bring them in before the Court 
Martial to-morrow morning. Busy in the afternoon drawing up the 
declaration of the Court. Had roll call, prayers and guard mounting 
as usual. 

Thursday, August 1st, 1776. — Turned out the working party at 
reveillee beating this morning ; got the officers out to their duty, got 
breakfast, and prepared to attend the Court Martial. 

Nine o'clock, A. M., Court Martial met according to adjournment, 
when the Committee appointed to draw up the declaration brought it 
in, which was read to the Court, approved of, and ordered to be copied 
and sent to the General, when the Court adjourned till 12 o'clock. 
Major Barber being appointed to copy the sentence, and with tha 
President to present it to the GeneraL 

At 12 o'clock the Court met again. The General having no bosi. 
nesis to lay before us, we were dismissed till to-morrow at 9 o'clock^ 

In the afternoon, went and visited the hospital and working party ; 
and a bet being made, I undertook to fetch one hundred stones, laid 
one yard from each other, till the whole were placed, and won tha 
wager in performing it in 54 minutes. 

Copt of the oErfSRAL Cotot Martxal* 

** Before a general Court Martial, July 30th and 3 1st, and Aagosi 
Ist, by order of Major General Schuyler — whereof the Presideot waa 
CoL Comdios Van Dyke ; members as before metitiooed* 
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" Lt. Wni. McDonald, of Col Dayton's regiment, stood ehnrged 
with behaving in a manner unbecoming the character of an oflicer 
and a gentleman, bj taking or assisting in taking, out of the hoose 
of Sir John Johnson^ at Johnstown, sundry effects, the property of 
Bir John, or other persons unknown ; and for aiding or abetting others 
80 to do, and for assisting in concealing effects so taken ; as, also, for 
disobedience of orders. To all which the said Lt McDonald plead 
not guilty ; but was supported by the following evidence, viz ; 

** Jona Moore, a private in said regiment, being duly sworn, declared, 
that being at his quarters, he was sent for by Lt McDonald to Johns- 
town Hall, where the said Lt was, who, on that day was officer of 
the guard ; that when he came there, Mr. McDonald took him up into 
the Hall garret ; that Mr. McDonald delivered to him a beaver skin, 
which the said McDonald wrapped up in a blanket of his own ; that 
McDonald ordered him, in presence of Capt or Ensign Patterson, to 
carry it to the said McDonald's room, which the said Moore accord- 
ingly did ; that the beaver skin was dressed, and there was some paint 
on it. Jona. Moore farther says, that he saw Lt. McDonald walk 
about with a cane, which he took from the Hall, and which the said 
McDonald yesterday told him somebody had taken from him. 

" Mr. Alex. Stewart informed the Court upon octh. that he saw Lt 
McDonald take a cane with some fish hooks from Johnson Hall ; that 
on the morning Col. Dayton's detachment marched for the German 
Flats, Capt Patterson and McDonald took him aside (ordering other 
persons present to retire,) and requested him to receive in charge 
some things to be found up stairs in a keg in the house of Mr. Laf- 
ferty, things belonging to the Hall, which they said they might as 
well have as another person ; Lt McDonald told him to bury, or 
otherwise secrete them : Capt Patterson told him, if he should go to 
the Jerseys to carry them with him, if not, to secure them, and that 
Serjeant Newcastle would assist him in doing so ; McDonald ordered 
him, if Col. White should ask him where these things were, he should 
answer — Capt Patterson added, 'in the Hall garden,' where CoL White 
said they should be placed. Mr. Stewart also declared, that in the 
keg delivered to his charge, he saw most of the things which Lt 
Tuttle brought from Mr. Lafferty's house, in Johnstown, by General 
Schuyler's orders, and were produced in his presence before the Court 
He likewise affirmed that there was a dressed beaver skin, or blanket 
or two in the keg, which the said Lt Tuttle did not bring with him. 

** Lt Tuttle on oath, said that the things produced in Mr. Stewart's 
presence before the Court were things taken out of a keg or barrel 
found in the house of Mr. Lafferty, and that he also saw two blankets, 
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the one Beaver, the other an Otter in said barrel, whick he left be* 
hind. 

" Col. Dayton declared on oath, that he heard McDonald say he had 
taken a cajie from the Hall, which he told him a few days ago he had 
lost; and that McDonald told him he had returned every thing else. 

" Major Barber being sworn, informed the Court that McDonald told 
him a few days ago, he had sent a cane to his father, which he took 
from the Hall. 

" Capt. Bloomfield being sworn, said that McDonald had told him in 
Johnstown he had returned every thing he had taken from the Hall, 
except a cane, which he had sent to Albany to the care of a friend. 

" Ensign Thomas said upon oath, that he saw McDonald take no- 
thing from the Hall except a cane and some shrub, which he found in 
an open case up stairs ; that McDonald made punch of some there, 
and took the rest home with him. 

*' Ensign Kinney being sworn, declared that he saw McDonald take 
a bow and two arrows from the Hall, wftch he said he took for CoL 
White in consequence of his orders. 

" The last charge, to wit, disobedience of orders, was supported by 
the following evidence, viz : 

" Col. Dayton informed the Court, on oath, that during his march 
from Albany to Johnstown, and at Johnstown, he had repeatedly and 
publicly given to both officers and men Gen. Schuyler's orders, which 
were to the effect, that the persons and properties of every inhabitant 
should remain inviolable ; that after the Hall had been plundered of 
sundry effects, he summoned the officers of his regiment to meet him 
at the house of Mrs. Tice, amongst whom was McDonald, when he 
insisted in the most pressing terms, nay entreated them by all the 
principles of honor, as well as obedience to general orders, that every 
thing so taken by them should be immediately replaced ; that a few 
days after, being of opinion his orders were not complied with, he 
issued in writing similar orders at Johnstown, and again repeated 
them at German Flats. 

*' Capt Bloomfiield on oath, said he remembered CoL Dayton's di- 
recting both officers and soldiers on their march to, and at their ar- 
rival at Johnstown, to be careful not to molest nor injure the property 
of the inhabitants, as he had it, in strict command to kold the property 
of individuals inviolable ; that immediately after, Johnson Hall was 
plundered against General Schuyler's and his express orders. He 
directed, entreated, exhorted and positively ordered every officer who 
had taken any goods from the Hall, to return them the ensuing eve* 
22 
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ning ; that afterwards Col. Dayton issued an order in writirig fdf 
every officer and soldier to be punctual in returning to the Quarter 
Master or Adjutant every article not already returned to the Hall, 
agreeable to his former orders. • 

" Almost to the same purport were the evidences of Major Barber, 
Capt. Sharp, Lts. Flaningham and Elmer, on oath. 

•* Whereupon the Court, after the most serious and mature delibera- 
tion, were unanimously of opinion, that Mr. McDonald is guilty of 
the whole charge exhibited against him, and consequently guilty of a 
breach of the 47th Article for the better government of the Continen- 
tal Troops ; as, also, of the 2d and last Article of the amendment 
(that clause of the second expressed by the term fraud being only ex- 
cepted) : and, therefore, this Court do sentence the said Wm. McDon- 
ald to suffer the penalties hereunto annexed." 

(Signed,) "VAN DYKE, President." 

At roll call Major Livings(pn attended and read to the troops the 
following orders : 

" Head Quarters, German Flats, Aug. 1st, 1776. 
**Genera*l Ordebs. 

" The general Court Martial, apointed on the 29th July, having 
reported to the General that Lt. Wm. McDonald, of CoL Dayton's 
regiment, stood charged before them * with behaving in a manner 
unbecoming the character of a gentleman and officer, by taking, or 
assisting in taking, out of the bouse of Sir John Johnson, in Johns- 
town, sundry effects, the property of Sir John or other persons nn* 
known, and for aiding and abetting others so to do, and for assisting 
in concealing "effects so taken ; as, also, for disobedience of orders.' 
And that they were unanimously of opinion that Mr. McDonald is 
guilty of the whole charge exhibited against him, and consequently 
guilty of a breach of the 47th Article for^he better government of the 
Continental Troops; as, also, of the second and last article of the 
amendment, (the clause of the second expressed by the term fraud 
being only excepted), and that * they therefore do unanimously ad- 
judge and sentence the said Wm. McConald to suffer the penalties 
thereunto annexed ; which sentence being approved of by the Gen- 
eral and the 47th Article of War referred to in the sentence, declaring 
that whatsoever commissioned officer shall be convicted before a 
general Court Martial of behaving in a scandalous, infamous manner, 
such as is unbecoming the character of an officer and a gentleman, 
shall be discharged from the service ; and the second article declaring 
that all commissioned officers found guilty by a general Court Martial 
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of an J fraod or embezzlemeot, shall forfeit all his pay, be ipso facto 
cashiered, and deemed unfit for farther service.* The General there- 
fore, by virtue of the said sentence and the said articles of war, 
hereby discharges the said Wm. McDonald from the Continental 
service, as a person unfit for farther service as an officer, and orders 
that any pay to him be detained. 

"That Mr. McDonald, on application to Henry Glen, Esq., Assist. 
D. Q. M. General, may have leave to have his baggage conveyed 
from Fort Stanvvix to Schenectacy in any returning boats belonging 
to the public ; but that he be not permitted to go to that post on any 
pretence whatsoever. 

" That Major Livingston, Judge Advocate of the said general Court 
Martial, read the foregoing to the troops at roll call this evening, in 
the presence of the said Mr. McDonald. 

.; . "The General, with great satisfaction, observes from the proceed- 
ings of the Court Martial, that the gentlemen have conducted them- 
selves with a regularity that reflects credit on them; and having no 

' farther business for them, dissolves, and they are dissolved accordingly, 
'* By order of the General. 

"HENRY B. LIVINGSTON, Aid deCamp." 

**Gebman Flats, August 1st, 1776. 
" Pahole — Oneida. 

" Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lieut. Pendleton. 

" Officers of fatigue, Capt Vosburg, Lieuts. Gifford and Cannon, 
for to-morrow." 

Friday, August 2d, 1776. — The beat of the reveillee awakened me, 
tho* fast inclosed in the arms of Somnus, when I turned out the 
working party and labored with them until breakfast. The Indians, 
two of each nation, turned out for a race round half mile stakes ; 
three heats without stopping. Much money was staked by the gen- 
tlemen who attended, and the whole was graced with the General's 
presence. 

Lt. Wm. McMichael came down here to day from Fort Stanwix; 
he being just returned from Oswego, where he had been on a scooting 
party, and finding the Colonel and General wer^ down here, he pro- 
ceeded right on. As far as I can yet find, there is nobody within the 
Fort except one regular Serjeant, but the remainder is kept a secret 
^ " German 'Flats, August Hd, 1776* 
"Parole — Onondaga. 

•" Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lieut Salsburrj/. 



Digitized by 



Google 



172 • 

''Officers for fatigue, to morrow, Lients. PendletoD, Elmer and 
Ensig^n Thomas. 

A Regimental Court Martial will set to-morrow at 9 o'clock, A. M , 
whereof Capt Jno. Eisenlord is President ; Lieuts. Gifford, Bates, 
Clock and Ensign Kinney are members." 

In the afternoon attended the sick, dec. After guard mounting the 
officers paraded a short time ; and after it was over, we aU stripped 
and ran round the stakes. I came out in the centre. Went to rest 
soon after. 

Saturday, August Sd, 1776. — Arose at the break of day, being 

awakened by the clattering and the rumbling of the drum, who, like 

the watchful cock, never forgets to teach us when the vigilant ought 

to arise. Having nothing to do at the fort, I destined 6 men for the 

forenoon and 6 more for the afternoon to go in th^ woods to assist in 

riding pickets to the fort^lismissing the rest to go and wash their 

; clothes. Capt. Potter's soldier who had the small pox in this place, 

i died this morning. • • ^" """"^^^^ • 

* Lieut. Bates and myself with about 30 men, 16 of them with arms, 

went over the river to attend the burial of Capt Potter's man, who 

\ died with the small pox, which we did in a decent manner, firing 3 

voUies over his grave. After we returned roll call was attended, 

when the men were drawn up round the " Adjutant's Daughter," and 

Edward Cassady was brought out and the following sentence was 

read to him : 

" A Regimental Court Martial held at German Flats, by order of 
Capt Bloomfield, August 3d, 1776. 

" Capt EISENLORD, President 

" Members — Lieut Gifibrd, Lieut Bates, 

Lieut Clock, Ensign Thomas. 

\ " Edward Cassady, of Capt Eisenlord's company, being charged 
\ with sleeping On his post 

' " The said Cassady being brought before the Court, has acknowl- 
edged the whole of the charge against him. Therefore, the Court do 
sentence him to be whipped with 20J[a8^s on the bare back, agree- 
able to the 8th Article of the ad£tional Rules and Regulations of the 
Continental Army. 

" I approve of the within sentence, and order that it be put in exe- 
cution at roll call this evening. JOS. BLOOMFIELD." 

After the drummer had tied him to th^ost, and just going to put 
the sentence in execution, the following was delivered to me — 

'* LiBUT* EucBR— You are hereby directed to postpone the punidi- 
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ment of Edw. Cassady until next Monday evening, when you will see 
that the sentence of the Court Martial is put in execution. 

*• JOS. BLOOMFIELD, Commanding Officer." 

"August 3d, P. M." 

Mounted guard after this, ran round the stakes, drank our losings, 
and then retired to rest. 

Sunday, August Athy 177C. — ^Got up this morning later than usual, 
it being the day appointed by God himself for rest to man and beast ; 
but instead of devoting in a way agreeable to his word and ordi- 
nance, it is spent by most of us in a trifling, unprofitable manner. 
Mr. Caldwell and Mr. Kirtland being absent from here, we had no 
preaching nor any duty except roll call, morning and evening. The 
Senecas, in particular, devote the Sabbath tg dancing and singing and 
booting ; the Oneidas and some of the others in singing of psalms, 
hymns and other kinds of worship, some way according to the mind 
and will of God. In the afternoon, was some time in company with 
Capt. Bloomfield and Lt. Gifibrd, with whom I had considerable dis- 
pute respecting Capt Dicisinson, our rank, &c. But I told him as I 
think I have reason to, that I have never received any favors from 
him, therefore owe him no Uianks, nor court his favor. 

« Gbsmait Flats, Aug. 4<A, 1776. 
" Pasole — Sbneca. 

" Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lt. Bates." 

Monday y August bth, 1776. — Arose at reveillee beating and turned 
out the fatigue party to labor. Wrought till breakfast, and then did 
my other duty in attending the sick, making out guards, entering re- 
ports, &C. In the afternoon came in about 100 Sachems and War* 
riors of the Seneca tribe painted off in their warlike manner. 

" GsRMAN Flats, Aug, 5th, 1776. 

"All Sutlers and retailers of liquors in and about German Flats, 
are hereby strictly directed not to sell any strong or mixed liquors to 
any persons whatsoever during the treaty, unless sold by leave and 
drank in the presence of an officer. 

" By order of Major General Schuyler. 

"JOS. BLOOMnELD.'* 
" Parole — Tuscarora. 

"Officer of the day, tomorrow, Lt Cannon. 

" Officers of fatigue to-morrow, Capt Eisenlord, Lieuts. Gifford 
and Bates." 

Col. White, Capts. Patterson and Ross came down here from Fort 
Schuyler, formerly called Fort Stanwiz. 
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Tuesday, August 0th, 1776. — Arose at the usual hour and destined 
a party to go into the woods, and others to set up what pickets were 
g(»t ready — labored till breakfast. 

The General sent for me today to come and bleed some Indians, 
which I accordingly did. I have a number of them to bleed almost 
every day. The disorders to which they are subject appear to be 
mostly of an inflammatory nature ; but I have not been able to find 
out many of their complaints. Very warm day. 

"German Flats, August 6th, 1776. 
" Parole — Sidney. 

" Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lt. Clock. 

" Officers of fatigue, Capt Vosburg, Lieut. Pendleton and Ensign 
Thomas." 

In the evening it rained verjr considerably, and proved wet all 
night 

Wednesday, August 1th, 1770. — Arose and set the men for the 
woods to preparing therefor ; the others were destined to exercise, as 
there was no work for them and the treaty to begin. 
k After breakfast the General sent for all the officers to come down 
and wait upon him at the treaty. Accordingly we all went, except 
the officer of the day and one other left to exercise the men. 

The General and the two other Commissioners, viz : Messrs. Dow 
and Edwards sat fronting the Indians under a shade, behind whom all 
the officers, dec, were placed ; and the Indians on the other side with 
a fire between them. After all the Sachems and Warriors were 
gathered together, the General got up and opened the treaty with 
informing them of the design, which was to know whether the Six 
Nations were determined to interfere in the quarrel between the 
United States of America and Great Britain ; and, if so, what part 
they would take. Mr. Dean was ^ made use of to interpret the 
speeches to an Oneida, who delivered it to the rest. After two short 
preparatory speeches with two belts, the General proceeded to deliver 
the whole charge against them — particularizing six different instances 
wherein they had broken the covenant chain by which they bound 
themselves to each other at Albany last summer. 

After the speech was over, the Mohawk Chief got up and said they 
acquiesed in what was said, thanked the Commissioners for their plain* 
ness, and that they would consider of it until to-morrow, when they 
would answer it The General then invited them all to sit and take 
A drink and smoke a friendly pipe before they parted, which they were 
very fond of complying with-*-80 we parted good friend^ for the first 
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time. Went home and got dinner, visited some of the sick, and wat 
called to the Indians, whom I bled a number of. 

Thursday y August 8th, 1776.— Dr. Read and Jos. Anderson came 
up from Johnstown to hear of the treaty and see the sick. The day 
was warm, which I spent in seeing the sick among the soldiers 
and visiting the Indians, among which was a son of Thomas, an 
Oneida Chief. At evening after guard, I was sent for by the General 
to go and see a young Indian lady, daughter of Schokara, a brother 
of Thomas, and himself a Chief, who had been knocked down by a 
Seneca with a stone. I accordingly went and found a great number 
round her in her hut crying and weeping greatly. I was led into her 
by Thomas, who assisted me in examining her. I found the cranium 
was cracked by the violence of the stroke in the os frontis just 
above the temple suture. I \i ashed the wound and bound it up as well 
as I could and then returned to my tent The Indians were very busy 
all day in Council, but did not get ready to make their reply this day. 

Friday, August dth, 1776. — The daily alarm, ere Aurora bad arisen > 
above the horizon, aroused me from my bed of earth, and warned me 
to repair to labor. 

Tlie Indians were setting in Council very demurely to*day. No* 
people on earth, I believe, are more solemn and serious in their coun- 
cils than these people* No interruption nor any wrangle is heard 
among them, but all serious and solemn. 

In the afternoon, the Indians, after sitting all day, gave information 
they were ready to speak ; upon which the General sent for us and 
we attended him there, wlien the Mohawk Chief got up, and, in behalf 
of the Six Nations, mentioned over some of the accusations which we 
had alleged against them, and thanked the General and other Com- 
missioners for their plain dealing. The sun being near setting, he 
said it was contrary to the custom and doctrine of their ancestors to 
treat of matters of peace after the day was no more. * He, therefore, 
thought proper to refer the matter until to-morrow morning, which 
the Commissioners agreed' to, and invited them to sit and take a drink 
before they parted, which they are very willing always to comply with. 

•* Gebman Flats, August 9th, 1776. 
** Parole — M orristown. 

" Officer of the day, to-morrow, Ensign Kinney. 

*' Officers of fatigue, Capt. Eisenlord, Lieut. Bates and Ensign 
Thomas." 

Saturday, August lOth, 1776. — Aflef the fatigue party were turned 
out at the usual call, the officer!^ and a number 6f Qa pitched a matob 
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at ball ; at which I stripped and ran so that I caaght a bad cold, 
which fetched on an ague, pain in m/ bones» a rheumatism of the 
knees« &;c., which disabled me so I was not capable of doing duty 
this evening— did, however, attend the treaty some time, when the Mo- 
hawk Chief, called Abraham, briefly recapitulated over the General's 
speech, and in a very slick and artful manner excused themselves of 
every accusation laid against them, and finally declared they were 
wholly for peace and would not take up the hatchet against us upon 
any account. 

Being unwell and having a detail of the guard to make out, I left 
the treaty and repaired to my tent ; as soon as I had got there, the 
Indians sent for me to visit a number of them which I bled, &c. 

'' German Flats, August lOtlu 
"Pahole — Salem. 

" Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lieut Salsburry," 

Sunday, August llth, 1776, — Very wet morning, which greatly in* 
creased my disorder, yet I was obliged to wait on the Indians and 
bleed a number of them. 

This day was spent by the officers in camp in a very loose and 
profane manner. Instead of devoting it to the service of God, they 
spent it in profaning his holy name and ordinances, which was very 
disagreeable to me, as I was exceedingly unwell, and always averse 
to such language. j 

Major B^£bfic is hero very unwell, not able to leave his room, with 
a nervous fever. In the afternoon Mr. Caldwell gave us a short dis- 
"^'course and prayers, but I was not able to attend. After sermon, Mr. 
Caldwell and Capt. Bloomfield gave Gifiord and me a rally about 
condemning General Thomas for drumming out the Gre ship, as they 
called it, and for disobeying orders ; but I thmk we acted a good part, 
therefore value them not. 

Monday, August I2th, 1776.— Still unwell. Weather dull. Bled 
the Indians, attended our sick, and went to see Major Barber. Being 
favored with a sight of Thomas's challenge to McDougal, I shall 
insert purely for the oddity of it 

** Sib : — ^As I have the Honor of being in A Company that conde- 
scended to receive you in the same Company- As a gentleman volun- 
teer. Now, sir, I am to inform you that the Character of a Volunteer 
has always been held sacred and unblemished, till you was pleased, 
by your Dastardly, cowardly behaviour, to sulliet I mnst therefore 
as a gentleman, Vindicate the Charrcter of a Volutneer — Must there- 
fore insist upon it that you will meet me to-morrow morning at 6 
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o^eloek with a Friend and A Case of Ptatols npon the Hill back of 
your honse, to count for your Damn Raaklej behaTioor for asking a. 
discharge from oar Honorable company/' 

This was written by CoL White, signed and sent in the name of 
Thomas, and answered by McDougal, and the duel fought accordingly 
as before stated. 

The General, Peter Dow and Timothy Edwards, Commissioners, 
made a reply to what the Indians had said, and all was concluded in 
the greatest friendship and the strongest ties of lasting peace, by 13 
belts. 

Tuesday^ August 13/^, 1776. — The men labored some at the fort 
Lt Gifibrd taken exceedingly nnwell this afternoon. The Indians 
held a ball play to day for a considerable prize. Capt Veeder's and 
Vosbnrg's companies ordered to hold themsevles in readiness to march 
to-morrow morning for Albany in company with the General and 
Commissioners. 

'' Parole — General Robbbdban. 

** Officer of tho day, to-morrow, Lt Cannon." 

Continued unwell all day, yet the Indians are not pacified but by 
my attending them. Sent in an account to-day to the General of £5 
for attending the Indians. Slept in tent as usual, the nights very 
dewy and \i^et. 

Wednesday t August 14/A, 1776. — This morning the men were 
paraded just aHier the reveillee beat, to form themselves in readiness 
to attend upon the General at his departure from this place. Capt. 
McKean's company ordered to march for Johnstown, and Capt. 
Sabre's* to join us here, where we are to continue till farther orders. 
Accordingly the whole paraded ; and about 7 o'clock, Capt. Mc- 
Kean's, Veeder's and Vosburg's, marched off; ours, Capt Eisenlord's 
and Sabre's formed, in order to salute the General ; but ( being npt 
very well, did not think it worth my while to turn out ; so I did not. 
After the General had gone away, I became acquainted with a most 
shocking affair between Lt. McMichael, volunteer Smith, Serjeant 
Newcastle of our battalion, Alex. Stewart, one Ridley, a clerk of 
Major Lundie's, and one more, in a secret plot, endeavoring to go off 
to the enemy, some of whom it is supposed are already gone. Ensign 
Kinney was immediately sent on express to Col. Dayton at Fort 
Schuyler, as McMichael set out from here last night with a pretence 
to go there. How it may turn out I cannot tell, they have without 
any doubt acted a very dastardly, treacherous and devilish part 

* Sometimes mlt i^eebeiu 
23 
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I attended a burial among the Indians thfs morning^. They bury 
and sing at the grave, much in the same manner as the Datch. 

" Germait Flats, August l^h, 1776. 
*< Parole — Gen. Schuyler. 

** Officer of tiie day, to-morrow, Lt. Sabre. 

^ Officers of fatigue, Capt. Sabre and Ensign Thomas. 

** The guards wiU hereafter consist of 30 privates and three non- 
eommissioned officers — 10 from Capt BloomfiekPs 8 from Capt 
Eisenlord's and 12 from Capt Sabre's companies. 

" All Sutlers and retailers of liquors are hereby ordered to remove 
from German Flats by to-morrow evening. No excuse will be taken 
for their staying any longer.** 

I shall now accordingly, as the powers of my soul shall assist me, 
eharactenze the officers of our regiment 

Passing by the Field Officers, of which I have before spoken, I 
shall begin with the Senior Captains. 

Capt Bloomfield — Active, unsteady, fond of show and a great 
admirer of his own abilities ; quick passions, but easily pacified. 

Capt. Dickinson — Grave, but familliar; slow but steady; an ad- 
mirer of himself, but kind and friendly. 

Capt Potter — Grave, solid, steady, robust, familliar, kind, afiec* 
tionate, but unlearned. 

Capt. Patterson — Peaceable, genteel, effiminate, familiar, active 
and learned. 

Capt Ross — A bold and manly look, but haughty and imperious 
carriage. 

I must even confess I have begun a task I am not capable of going 
through, must therefore conclude with the words of a Poet— • 
*' In great attempts 'tis noWe e'en to fail." 

ITiursday, August 15/A, 1776. — ^The men paraded at the reveOlee 
beat, when the Captain and myself were present, and he undertook 
to turn out the working party \ and after divers kinds of orders, they 
were all, except a cook from each mess, sent to labor. Our men were 
set at pulling down the old pickets which were round the church, and 
Others to setting up new ones. 

Lt Daniel Pierson came down this forenoon as an express from Cot 
Dayton at Fort Schuyler, informing us that Lt Me Michael, with vol- 
unteer Smith and Ridley, set out from there yesterday about 12 
o'clock, and were no doubt making the best of their way for the 
enemy. That as soon as Col. Dayton became acquainted mih the 
aiatter by Mr. Kinney, which was almost night, he offered a reward 
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of twenty dollars a head for them, dead or alive. Upon which Capt 
Reading, Lieut. Loyd and Bellard, with about 30 men, set out im« 
mediately upon the scout after them ; after which he came away. 

*' German Flats, August 15/A, 1776. 
" Parole — Dayton. 

" Officer of the d.iy, to-morrow, Lt Clock. 

" Officers of fatigue, Lieuts. House, Cannon and Elmer.'' 
JS^gj^gJLIb ft 'S fe fe' *' w hiffii I arfl, t ^ uisilerable ; rf^ygJ^^L^^r f^^^^''^ flgy^ 
CJort : iPeruj as he gets no better yet. There was a small ball play 
tETs evening. Lnsign Kinney returned from Fort Schuyler this eve» 
ning with no farther news than we had l)efora received from Lt. Pier- 
aon. Had an alarm in the night. Tlie sentry, it is supposed^ fired 
«ta drunlien Indian, but did not hit him. 

Friday^ August Idtb, 1776. — About 12 o'clock an express arrived 
here from Col. Dayton at Fort Schuyler, informing us that Lt. Loyd, 
who commanded the party sent to the Lake, arrived there just as Mc- 
Michael and his confederates had embarked to cross; they fired 
several guns to no efieet* and there being no craft that they could get, 
were obliged to quit the pursuit. We are further informed, that Ser* 
jeant Younglove, with his party on*the scout, were attacked about six 
miles this side of Oswego on their return from thence by about 10 
Indians. The Indians ired upon them, but their guns were so wet 
they could get none of them off except one, which did no execution. 
A ball took Serjeant Aitkias, of Capt Potter's company, in the body, 
upon which he fell, crying out, ''I am a dead man, but do not fly, if 
your guns will not go off, rush on them with your bayonets.'' - A iter 
which Mr. BaU, their guide, went down the hill and called out for 
others to follow him, and they would then endeavor to make a stand. 
Accordingly two of the men did, but Serjeant Younglove and one 
4>ther besides the Serjeant wounded, would not. After these three had 
got down the bill, they heard two guns go off. They then attempted 
to get to the others, but foand the Indians pursuing them ; were there* 
fore obliged to make the host of their way off, leaving the others be* 
bind, dead or alive they could not tell. They received several shots, 
bat none bo as to cripple them. After they leflt there, they soon fell 
in with two friendly Indians of the Onondago Tribe, who conducted 
tfaara safely down to Fort Schuyler. 

Alnsost finished the fort, but could not emelose it for want of boom 
pickets and the gate, carpenters making the gate and aboot repairing 
diahani. • 

EoiVn Kaan^ir was deapatehed espreaaly to Albaaj after tha ntwi 
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from Fort Scbajler. Had a small ball plaj in the afternoon — after 
which came up a brisk shower of rain. Lt. Giffbrd and myself 
struck our tent and moved all our things into the house along with the 
Captain and Major, pitching the tent within the garrison for the use 
of the officer of the guard. Our moving into the hoube consequently 
threw us into a mess with Capt. Bloomfield. The guard was moved 
from the church to that part of the barn formerly occupied by the 
Sutler. 

In the night we had two alarms by the sentries firing off guns, as 
they supposed, at Indians ; however, at a certain person or two who 
kept running round about them and heaving stones, but would not 
answer when hailed. Scouts were sent all round the camp both times 
to see if they could find out who was the person, but their search 
proved ineffectual. 

Lodged in the house with Major and Captain — ^the first night I have 
lodged in a house for several weeks. 

Saturday f August nth, 1776. — This morning a press warrant was 
sent out by the Captain for wagons to ride pickets for us to finish 
the fort. Acordingly, in a short time a great plenty came in. We 
kept all our men at work loading the wagons and putting them up as 
fast as they came in, so we concluded enclosing the fortification ex- 
cept the large gate, which is not yet made. 

" German Flats, August llih, 1776. 
** Parole — Major Barber. 

" Ofllcer of the guard, to-morrow, Lt Gifford. 

** The officer will be punctual for the future in attending parade 
and roll call in the fort along with the men morning and evening, ex* 
cept the officer of the guard, who will diligently attend to his duty as 
officer of the guard. 

" The officer of the guard is hereby directed, once every half hour 
after the beating of the tattoo until the reveillee, to call the sentry at 
the guard house, alls well. The sentry next him to pass the call to 
the next senttry on the right, and so on from sentry to sentry until the 
whole have cried " alls well." 

Still troubled with a laxity and debility of body, which so enfeebles 
me I am hardly capabte of stirring about. Towards evening a man 
living in the Jerseys came here on his way home from Fort Schnyler. 
He brings word that the two men which McMichael took from the 
returning scout of Ensign Clerk's (whom he told that he was going 
to Oswego by order of Col. Dayton to burn it dowo^ and that he 
AoM take more men if he should meet them,) were retnmedf leatkif 
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kiin on die Oneida Lake ; that the pursaers were so nigh when they 
embarked, that McMichael pulled o*ff with great vigor» Thej being 
in another canoe, received several fires from the scout over tlieir 
heads ; that after the scout was gone, they wondered McMichael did 
not stay, and he continuing on with speed, thej began to mistrust 
whether something was not the matter, and that it was our men who 
fired on them. Thej therefore concluded to return, for which they 
were exceeding glad when they found ont the plot. 

Lt. Gifibrd being unwell, I was obliged to take the guard in his 
place, which I visited frequently in the night, giving him strict orders 
not to fire upon any Indian till he was fully convinced they designed 
his life. 

Slept all night in the tent pitched by the barn for the ofiScer of the 
guard. 

Sunday, August I9lh, 1776. — This day, tho' the Lord's, by his set- 
ting his prerogative over it, we devoted to labor in levelling the fort 
and cutting and burning the wood round it About 9 o'clock, A. M., 
Major Barber set out for F<trt Schuyler, Capt. Bloomfield going along 
to accompany him as far as Thompson's, where he expects to put up 
iof the first night. 

" German Flats, August ISlh, 1776. 
* Parole — Capt. Bloomfilld. 

** Officer of the guard, to-morrow, Lt. Sabre. Guards as usuaL" 

A thick and gloomy melancholy seems to hang upon my spirits to- 
day. • • • • The day is the Lord's ; but the manner in which 
we spend it is entirely foreign to his service and wholly devoted to 
servile labor, hurry, tumult and noise. 

Just at evening Capt Bloomfield returned from accompanying 
Major Barber, who he left about 7 miles this side Oreskey. We 
had some dispute about one thing or another, and at lengUi went to 
rest 

Monday, August I9th, 1776.-— Turned out the fatigue party and s^ 
them to work; began to dig a ditch without the pickets to-day* 
Seme men being employed in the woods preparing timber for the gate, 
but they did not get it hauled. Received a letter by Jno, Nutter, 
who returned from Albany to-day, from Jas. Ramsay and another 
from Hannah Seeley — all well at home. Letters were dated 1st July. 
Just as the forces were turning out from there for New York. Wrote 
letter to Capt Ogden, Kelsay, Ensign Peck and Col. Newcomb, 
Capt Sabre returned today, after bis going bomd to see bis frieiMi* 
Qoile lame with my haad* 
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The followiog cure for the Flax is taken oat of the Constitotional 

f Gazette for Augast 14th, and said to be infallible: 

J " Let the patient take half or a quarter of a gill of good rum, brandy 

I or rye liquor, as his strength will admit, and as much good oak or 

} hickory ashes as will thrice cover the point of a common table knife ; 

mix the quantity of ashes and liquor well together, and take that dose 

morning and evening for several days, observing during the tune not 

to eat any meat or any broth made of meat, but may freely use any 

other kind of food. Water is the best drink ; but let a crust of bread 

or hot coal be first put into it, or a small quantity of spirits. Wrap 

a piece of flannel or other woolen cloth round the belly to keep it 

warm ; the rest of the body as cold as the patient pleases." 

Mr. Kinney returned about 11 o'clock this evening from Albany. 
We are to continue here for the present to garrison this place. 

Tuesday^ August 20lh, 1776. — Our men were set to building bark 
huts to sleep in within the garrison whilst the barn is repairing. 
Alex. Simson, a Sutler, who has been among us some time, was 
apprehended this morning by the GeneraFs orders, and examined con* 
eerntng things concealed, taken from Johnson Hall. He acknowl- 
I edged he had sent some goods to one White at Schenectady, whmh 
f he bought of Serjeant Fitzsimmpns, and which he believed Fitzsim* 
mons took from theHali : whereupon Simson was ordered under 
guard to Albany, he requesting Lt Clock to accompany him : it was 
agreed to. 

Wrote a letter to Abijah Holmes, Q. M . in Col. Newcomb's regi* 
ment, to Jas. Ramsay and Hannah Seeley, the substance of which is 
no way material. Fourteen Tories were taken up the other day on 
this river by oar people. They had ten day's provisions packed up 
for their march ; and by examing i to the matter, it appeared that 
Sir John had wrote to them to meet him in the Oswegacha path, 
where he would provide them with provisions to convey them safe. 
They were aent immediately down to Albany—- God keep them there 
till their hearts grow better. 

At goard mounting I was obliged to take charge of the guard. Lt* 
Giffbrd oontinoed so uowell, he was not able to mount Gave the 
sentries particalar orders concerning the Indians and the asaal cry, all 
is well, to sound among them. I Iky down to sleep about 1 1 o'clock. 

Wednetdap, August 21^, 1776.— Was aroused just before day with 
an alarm caused by a sentinel firing; npon which I got up, paraded 
Hm goaid» and tent off tha Seijaant with a party to inqoire into th* 
Muse of &• alarm. He fonnd the santinel was frighleitad by 9l. 1i<^ 
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.^rnomething walkin g a^oPt_ ,»^og£,^^g. ,,^ ^^?2 ^^*» under the hill, 
an3^1ti nbl'BiS Bering wK'STi^^ led to7 caused him to fire at it, bat did 
not kill. After finding the alarm not well grounded, I dismissed the 
guard and lay down again. 

Lt Giffbrd being unwell, lazy, dull and heavy for several days, no'w 
begins evidently to show his disorder proceeds from some obstructions \ 
in the bih'ary ducts, and that a jaundice is fast advancing. I having 
no means, sent ^or Dr. J^^rj^j^jGUuraAA. When he came he ordered 1 
jEtn emetic of Jart Emet. to be taken this afternoon. To-morrow j 
morning a dose dTKhei, and the following directions: 

" After you have taken the portion of Rhei, take a quart of porter 
and a handful of bitter herbs, (such as wormwood and rue.) prfl the 
porter and herbs on a fire, and set it well warm, then strain it ofi*, and 
take a gill three or four times a day.'' 

'' August 2lgt, 1176. 
** Parole— Fort Dayton. 

" Ofllcer of the day, to morrow, Capt. Sabre. 

" Officer of fatigue, Capt. Eisenlord. 

" Capt. Bloomfield's and Sabre's companies will hereafter turn out 
for fatigue party 1 Serjeant, 1 Corporal, and 12 Privates, each; and 
Capt Eisenlord's company 1 Serjeant, 1 Corporal and 6 Privates, 
who will diligently attend the work ordered by the officer of the 
fatigue party. The fatigue party will turn out for work at 6 in the 
morning. 

** The guard will hereafter consist of 1 Serjeant, 2 Corporals anc^ 
24 Privates, equally from each company ; guards by night, 8 by day 5. 

** These companies, except those on guard and fatigue, will duly 
attend exercise at the beat of the drum at 5 in the afternoon. 

" No officer or soldiers after 23d of this month will be sufi^ered to 
sleep out of garrison under penalty of the 9th additional article of 
war." 

This day we erected the large gate at the entrance of the fort, and . 
enclosed the pickets ; after which we erected a Liberty Pole in the 
north corner with a flag, on which was drawn in capital letters Fort 
Dayton and Liberty on one side. Property on the other. Althoagh 
the day was wer,*a lieavy shower fading in the morning, yet, after we 
had the fort enclosed, the men were all loaded and called under arms, 
when a large quantity of grog was brought out. the lines all manned 
and I commanding the guard, gave the signal to fire by firing a pistol,' 
when the whole discharged their guns through the port holes. After 
which they were again formed npi the liqitor presented and Capt 
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f Bloomfleld drank aaeeess to Fort Dayton, hoping that If ever it bo, 
( attacked by our enemies, we may be able to pnt tliem all to flight ; 
I and the whole drank, giving three hearty cheers, after which there 
\ was drinking, scouting round the fort, hurrahing, swinging of hats and 
^ hawbucking about for an hour, when they were drawn up in a square, 

and the Captain gave them a smart preachment, pnlling off his hat 

and beginning with 

"FmBNDS, CoUNNSTKElf AND FeLLOW-CiTIZBNS — 

''Little did I think that I should address you to-day; but after 
I making merry our hearts upon this occasion, i feel an impulse of 
mine to speak to you which I am not able to withstand. Many of 
you, fny Cumberland lads, have travelled with me from your native 
homes 500 miles into this wilderness in this glorious cause of liberty/' 

Much more of the like kind was uttered, and he added that, as he 
had the honor of commanding at the erecting of this fortification, 
and expected to still continue the command, he should therefore make 
it his study to cultivate harmony and concord so necessary among 
officers, and the love, esteem and respect of the soldiers, which was a 
great matter ; and he could say with a degree of pleasure, yea of 
pride, that he had hitherto by his humane, kind behaviour, gained the 
love and esteem of his own company and doubted not but by his like 
kindness, he should likewise gain the regard of the other soldiers; and 
thus be harangued, swinging and flirting about for near half an honr^ 
concluding with a wish for their safe return. 

After which we had guard mounting, and allotting the proper per- 
sons for to-morrow's fatigue. Several persons drank tea with us, and 
after tattoo retired to rest. 

Thursday, August 22d, 1776. — Got up at six and turned out the 
working party according to order, when the men began to put up the 
Bcafiblds for the sentinels to stand upon* 

How stupid ! How insensible are most of us grown I wallowing 
in sin and summing in iniquity without ever considering the evil 
and abominable nature thereof — pleading for our excuse our inability 
to save or help ourselves ; and that every power, will and inclination 
within us proceeds from God only. Even if we suppose this — that 
we are wholly destitute of any supernatural principle — ^yet sure we 
are capable of some considerations which may be of force to persuade 
vs to a reformation, and in God's way bring about salvation. If the 
inward deformity and heinous nature of sin cannot afiect us, at least 
we may be frightened by those dreadful consequences that attend it* 
That same aelfish principle which pushed us forward into the pursuit 
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«f itfiM fietmm, wffi mtk» m tenth tota^ Am ftllMtiAebf «v»rv 
liiditfff miiery. Tirat we m^y «ieooiilef Mlf-lore with its mww 
weapons, and employ one natond ineiinatioa for repressing tlM ex«' 
otbitanee of another. 

e-e • m m • e •- 

• e • • • • e 

•' PAMLB-^irr. Rois. 

" Officer of tbe day, to-morrow, Capt. Bisenlord. 

*^ Officer of fatigue, Lient. Sabre. Gaard ad yesterday. '^ 

Artiicers employed at Fort Dayton now, are tbe following— 

Maions — Street Maskell, of Captain Bloomfield's company, and 
— Stone, of Capt* Eisenlord's. 

Carpenters and Joiners — Peter Bimey, Ezekiel Brayman, John 
Jones and Wm. Smith, of Capt. Bloomfield's company, with two frdm 
Capt Sabre's, each of which artificer have two shillings per day sdr* 
plas money allowed them, with tenders sufficient 

In the evening of the 16th instant, i had a long dispute wiA Major' 
Barber upon some points in Divinity. His notions therein are some« 
diing singular, shall therefore insert some of them. 

tie acknowledges a supreme being: that he is the Creator, uphold* 
er and universal governor of the universe ; and that he not only per* 
mits, but orders and directs every incident that happens among men. 
He particularly ordered the fall of mankind ; and that unless he order 
il, man is no more capable of siuing than of doing good without the 
divine aid or particular influence of God ; thereby he makes God to 
be the author of sin as well as righteousness. But why he, that is 
6od. should order and direct sin to enter into the world, thereby 
oaking the human race miserable, he says it is best known to himself 
for the display of his divine attributes. That man has neither will 
or ability to extricate himself from his state of death, and that those 
who go in a state of profanity and sin, are in the most hopeful way 
of meeting the divine aid or power exerted on his soul ; that it is all 
a farce for men or priests to persuade men from vicce or evil praetiea 
as man cannot save himself, they have nodiing to do but follow the 
inclinations of their will ; and if God designs mercy for them, he will 
so alter and renew their wills and dispositions that they shall, in fol- 
lowing them, follow the divine law and do Ihe will of God, their Cre- 
ator and Redeemer. This, he says, by a earefol attention to Ser^- 
tttre» he finds to be the drift of it. 

' la the afternoon at 5^ we w«it out open pteade to ezeroise the to6kB 
24 
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aboat an bonr and dismisied tb^ mea ; aoon • after wbioh we had roU 
oall and guard momitiog^ 

Friday, August 2Zd, 177a— Mj birthday. Weather cooL Got 
up at^ and turned out the woi^king party. About noon we attended 
the burial of one^ of Capl. Sabre's company at this place. The 
whoie were arrpedi only loaded, who went down to where they stop- 
ped to sing psalms : the effitei^a were itkewiv^ o'tlered down by Capt. 
Bloomfieid, when we lAarehed up by the corpse, the men being paraded 
and resting upon their arms, who shouldered and followed aAtr* 
They sung whilst he was being buried t after which a volley, was fired 
and we went off. 

'' August 2dd, 1776. . 
"Paroxe — Capt. Reading. 

^ Officer of the day, to«morrow, Lieut Sabre. 

** Officer of fatigue, Lieut Gifford. Guards as usual/' 

Lieut Edward Patterson came up here from Schenectady from his 
brother, Capt Patterson, who he left there very unwell. Serjeant 
Seamans, of Capt Ross's company, who has been home to the Jerseys, 
was along with him. On his return they put up here, drew provi- 
sions, and continued all night 
) I have now lived, or continued in this probationary state exactly 
24 years, and am just about entering upon a new year. It l>ecomes 
me, then, to examine with myself what I have done in the last year 
either for myself, my God or country! How far I have advanced 
in knowledge, virtue or faith ? To enquire likewise into what evils, 
vices and extravagances I have fallen into within the compass of the 
last year, and to resolve for the ensuing year to shun or avoid them ! 
A great alteration has taken place in my life. I was then at home in 
ease, peace and plenty at a far remove from all danger of distress- 
now 400 miles from home in a wild, inhospitable country engaged in. 
all the clamours, dangers and fatigues of a bloody war : my country 
all in alarm engaged in one of the grandest and most momentous 
struggles that ever mortals were engaged in — God grant that ere 
another year subsides, peace and tranquility may be restored to our 
land with all its eoncomitant blessings. May I be enabled to stand 
forth in its defence like a good soldier ; and like a true patriot refrain 
from all evil and cleave unto the Lord by a thorough and unfeigned 
repentance and hearty turning unto him ; that I may be preserved 
from all harm, be supported under trials, affiictions and dangers^ 
if^hfully and diligently nerve my country and God and be a hsiffj 
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Biany'with the assmstanee of'myfellow*so!^df8» in speedily restoring 
peace to our oppressed land, patting to flight all its enemies, and 
afterwards return to my native home, in peace and great joy, to spend 
a series of years yet to come as a good citizen and faithful servant 
of God ; and after the number of my days on enjih are finished and 
my life faidifully worn out in the service of God and my country, 
may I receive the reward of the good and faithful servant, sleeping 
in the arms of Jesus, my Divine Redemer, through eternal ages. 

• ••#•«• 

We had a ball play in the evening, guard mounting, &c. 

Saturduy, August 24ih, 1T76. — Our men were set to clearing and 
cleaning the church, as they have now all left it and removed within 
the fort in bark huts, made for the purpose. 

• •••••• 

Edward Russell, who was sent yesterday to Fort Schuyler, returned 
tfiis evening with a letter and medicines from Dr. Dunham. 

*' FoKT Davton, August 24th, 1776. 
" Pabolb — Caft. Patterson. 

** Officer of the day, to-morrow, Lt. Elmer. Guards as usual.** 

We had a ball play this evening as the night before. Ensign Dunn 
returned to the Fort this afternoon. Weather dull, heavy, and some 
rain. Being on guard, I visited the sentinels and went the rounds till 
1 1 o'clock, when finding peaceable times and the cry, 'all's well,* being 
prevalent, being something unwell, and the night wet, I went into the 
house and took my rest. 

Sunday, August 25fA, 1776. — ^I went to visiting die sick and ad- 
ministering those medicines before received. We are informed by 
Russell from Fort Schuyler, that the private loH: among the Indians 
with Sei^eants Younglove and Aitkin had escaped with a slight wonnd^ 
running off and hiding till they had all gone off, but after that came 
near perishing in the woods, being a full week without eating any 
thing ; but through divine assistance was supported and returned safb 
to his and our great joy. He is not able to determine whether the 
Serjeants were killed or taken piisoners. The Indians were of the 
Messasagoe Tribe. 

In the afternoon Capt. Hubbard, Pay-Master to a Regiment of Con- 
necticut forces, arrfved here, escorted by a number of men from 
Johnstown, with money, in order to pay off die forces on this riven 
Wespent the evening in jolity and mirth. 

Monday, August 26f A, 1776.-— The morning was cloudy and very 
Vktr for rain. I, however, got a guard, conshtfng of Setjeatit, *C«r* 
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Schuyler ; and aboat 7 o'elook io the morning we eet ont^ tfie dajT 
proved wet and exceeding bad travelling. We, neverthelees, proeeed* 
ed on op the river in the most disagreeable circumstances— the 
weather exceeding wet and the roads miry. The moschetoes werc^ 
very thick and troublesome, and what greatly added to our trouble and 
vexation was, that no houses were npon the road in which we might 
refresh ourselves, nor any spirituous liquors to refresh our tired and 
drooping limbs. We, however, surmounted all difficulties and arrived 
at Oreska a little before sunset, having travelled through the woods 
and rain about 28 miles. Here we put np and endeavored to refresh 
ourselves as well the circumstances of the place would admit, and 
after drying ourselves tolerably well and getting something to eat, wc^ 
laid the money under our heads for a pillow^ and tumbled down upon 
the floor to rest 

Tuesday, August 21th, 1776. — Two Dutch houses standing upon 
the Oreska creek and sundry Indian huts constitute the Castle at 
this place, from whence we set out this morning very early, in order 
to proceed on to Fort Schuyler, the place to which we are bound ; and 
at which we arrived, after marching 12 miles along a blind path 
through the swamps wet and muddy, about 9 o'clock, A. M«, and 
waited on the Colonel, where Mr. Hubbard put up. By, or in com- 
pliance with, his invitation I breakfasted at the Colonel's. After 
which he, Capt. Hubbard and myself took a walk out to view the 
Fort — I having got the privilege of a bam for the men to stay in and 
provisions drawn for them. The Fort is exceedingly well situated. 
The ditch deep, being the same which was made in the first erecting 
of it; the glacis being likewise old; the pickets even and low; thc| 
gates are strong, without any ravelling to the front ; the sally-port 
loading oat into low meadow ground, make it very commodious, 
Dined with Dr. Dunham, Mr. Norcross, dec, who board at one 
Roofs, an inhabitant of this place. Had a ball play towards eve<* 
DiAgv supped with Capt Potter, and then took up my lodgings in Cq1« 
White's markee: being Ensign Kinney's berth. 

Wednesday, August "iSih, 1776— -The morning being dull aii4 
cloudy I waited upon the Colonel after breakfast to know whether the 
guaixi should return, and finding it his pleasure I went and fixed tbenic 
off as soon as convenient, it being about 12 o'clock when thej 
marched. Dined with the Colonel, who was exceedingly kind mil 
clevei^ We dn^nk a glass of wine after eating to causa a more easy 
4igeflioa» 1 1^4 tliens lAd wfol ab«il amonfi tha o^ee^ fod J 
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^o were at work. News was brougbt ia by a Datchman to tbo 
Colonel that the Indians and Sir John with some Regulars were at 
Oswego, and would be down upon us here in a short time. Capt 
Hubbard very unwell with a kind of camp dysentery, which detained 
Mm from settling his business with the regiment with that despatch 
which he might, had health been continued with him. 

Thursday^ August 29/A, 1776. — Spent the morning in farther 
viewing the works and the artificers of every kind, who are daily 
empk>yed in repairing and building. Farther intelligecce corrobo- 
rates the acount brought in yesterday of Sir John with his party 
being on their road to this place, upon which the Colonel ordered all 
hands to work, and that Major Hubbell, Capts. Reading and Sharp 
and Ensign Reading, with a party of about 80 men, to set out im- 
Qiediately on the scout to the Oneida Lake ; for which they prepared 
with all speed and marched off about 12 o'clock — after which we had 
i|ome ball play. I drank tea in the evening with the Colonel, Major 
Barber and Capt. Hubbard, and afterwards repaired to CoL White's 
markee and went to rest. Capt, Hubbard continuing still unwell 
prevented his being prepared to leave this place to morrow. 
. Friday, August SOth, 1776. — Arose this morning just as the drums 
began to beat for men to parade for work. The whole were assembled, 
and all, both officers and soldiers, ordered to diligently attend labor— 
a very few only excepted for cooks. They labored earnestly all the 
forenoon ; but the scout, consisting of 5 Oneida Indians who were 
sent some days ago to Oswego, returning with news that no forces of 
any kind were at Oswego, or on their march from thence, produced 
in almost every one a languor and disinclination for labor. Major 
Hubbell, with the scouts who were out with him, likewise returned ia 
t^e the evening without making discovery of any Indian foes or others. 
Got information by an Indian from Montreal that the two men which 
Capt. Sharp lost were taken away by 3 or 4 Indians, who found them 
without their arms fishing at Fort BuU, and carried directly off as 
prisoners to Montreal We are also informed that the Indians were 
of the Seneca Tribe. He further says, that Sergeants Younglove 
i(od Aitkins were wounded and taken prisoners to Oswego, where a 
l^ohawk Indian, being one of their young warriors, toroahawed their 
brains out O cruel inhumanity ! At evening, being in hopes of 
^apt Hubbard being able to return to-morrow, I 8ettle4 matters, 
waited on the Captain, he being yet unwell, and then retired to nnj 
(brmer lodgings^ 

Sat»fiaf, AftgM^9l9i, lT3«.-p»Pli^ftriay aU the momiaf for pn 
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return. Accordinglj, about 10 o'clock A. If., we set out on liorM* 
back to return through the difficult road, which we travelled before 
in the most fatiguing circumstances; but the weather being now 
tolerably good, which took away much of the disagreeable circum- 
stances which attended it in our march up. We arrived at Oreska 
and got some refreshment ; from thence we proceeded on to Thomp- 
son's, where Capt. Lancing, who commands the batteaux, was with 
his fleet going down the river. After refreshing ourselves there, about 
sunset we set out and rode down to German Flats, within Fort Day- 
ton, where we found the men nearly the same as when we left it. 

Whilst at the Fort above, I was one evening in company with Col* 
Dayton and Major Barber, who showed me a letter written by a 
young lady to one Dr. Deas, now in England with Guy Johnson, 
which was the best I ever saw for the sublime manner in which she 
extolled his worth, her un worthiness and love for him. 

Sunday, September 1st, 1776. — Being Sunday made no impression 
on our conduct, as we spent it in settling matters, jovial mirth, &e« 
We had roll call both morning and evening, but po preaching, so that 
every man did that which seemed right in his own eyes; Capt. 
Hubbard by fatiguing himself in riding down, brought on a relapse 
of his troublesome disorder. 

Monday, September 2d, 1776. — Got up early and attended in turn- 
ing out the working party. At 9 o'clock, A. M., a Court Martial 
was called to try several persons who yesterday misbehaved towards 
a guard who were sent for them, getting drunk, &c., for which I was 
obliged to ^before they could be got home, which caused a great 
trouble and uneasiness in garrison. The Court set, and reported 
something like the following— 

At a Regimental Court Martial, held by order of Capt Bloomfield 
at Fort Dayton, September 2d, 1776, 

Capt. JOHN EISENLORD, President 
Mtmhers — Lieuts. William Gifford, James Cannon, 
Eben. Elmer, John Dunn, 

The Court, after being duly sworn, proceeded to the trial of Jno. 
Barrett, of Capt Bloomfield's company, charged as principal ia rais* 
ing a sedition, insulting and striking a Corporal and his guard in the 
execution of their duty ; likewise Isaac Hazleton, Abraham Hazleton^ 
George Hamilton and Minord Outerkirk, as aiders and abetters 
thereto. 

The pleading not ^ilty, the Court proceeded to the examination 
of 4beevi^ces^ when several Mrere caSfed and their evidences ^oted 
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down agaiast' the prisonmcs: afler which thej withdrew^ and th^ 
.Coart coosulting on the matter were of opinion, that Jno. Barrett ie 
guilty of being principal in raising a sedition on a Corporal and hb 
guard, and that Isaac Hazleton, Abraham Hazleton and George Ham* 
Uton, were aiders and abetters thereto, and are therefore beyond the 
limits of our power to try. No evidence appearing against Minord 
Outerkirky he was discharged by the Court. 

The men were assembled at 2 P. M., when Governor Bloomfield 
discharged Charles Cosgrove, who was ordered to be whipped with 78 
lashes and drummed out of the army with infamy ; likewise all the 
others tried to-day, except Jno. Barrett After this I took the men 
out and exercised them for some time ; when hearing that Col. Elmer 
was coming, I drew up the men in proper order to receive him. Ac* 
cordingly, towards evening I, hearing the drums, prepared the men, 
and the Captain went off to meet them. When the Colonel came we 
saluted him in a proper manner ; after which I let the men ground 
their avms> and was introduced to Col. Elmer, and found him to be a 
son of Jona. Elmer, brother to my grandfather, Daniel Elmer ; like* 
wise several of his officers. The Captains belonging to his regiment 
are Woodbridge, Walker and Smith, the others I have not yet heard. 
By these men we received word that the legular army have left Staten 
Island flind removed to Long Island ; that General Washington with 
the whole of the army at New York have gone over the sound in 
order to attack them, and it is expected they will have a bloody battle 
before long in that place : God grant they may have success in their 
undertaking I We likewise received orders by them from General 
Schuyler to march immediately to join our regiment at Fort Schuyleri 
for which we are now about preparing. Mounted guard, but put 
none of our men thereon, on account of their being about shortly to 
march. We had a drink of toddy with the officers in our room ; after 
which the Captain and myself waited on the Col. to his lodgings at 
Col. Bellenger's. 

Tuesday^ September Sd, 1776. — Gave out to our men at roll call 
cartridges and dismissed them to prepare for their march to-morrow 
morning. 

Little else was done all day but preparing for our march ; it, how* 
ever^ was concluded for me to stav behind to take care of the sick, 
and follow after in a short time. Became acquainted with some of 
CoL Elmer's officers, along with whom we had a play at whist in the 
afternoon. The Lieut CoL came over here this afternoon — his name 
ia brown. Major last year^ who commanded at Chamblee. Aft^ a 
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ihort stay this side, h% retorned to tbtt part €f the l^maiit itetfoAdd 
on the other side of the river. The erening proved wet and 8hot«'<erj'« 
In mirth and jollity we spent the evening, it being the last we expeol 
to be together at this plaee. 

Wedtiesday, September 4th, 1776. — At revellee beat we all timied 
out and prepared to march. Accordingly a little after sunrise the 
men who were to march assembled and set out with Capt Bloomfidid 
and Lieut Gifford, giving three hearty cheers. After they were 
gone I mustered up the wagons and got our luggage down aboard the 
batteaux, and went as far as the upper end of the flats, leaving theitt 
there about 10 o'clock and returned to the flats where the officeri 
were moving their things into the house we left Dr. Cook is 
Surgeon to Col. Elmer's Regiment Went over to the hospital and 
found left behind the following: — Isaac Hazleton, John Royal, 
Uriah Maul, Philip Goggin, Peter Sheppard, James Logan, Jos. 
Rigley» Jon. Lummis, Thos. Parker, Abraham Dorchester, sick 
and lame; Abraham Hazleton, Wm. Hains, Samuel Potter, Thomas 
Gibson and Annanias Sayre, who has just got clear of the small pox, 
and Richard Burch his nurse, besides Reed Sheppard and Daniel 
Ireland. 

Orders were given by Col. Elmer out to-day for roll call and guard 
mounting to be performed at 8 o'lock A. M. That ^ity men, equally 
from each company, be drafted out to-morrow for fatigue in enlarging 
the fort Exercise was attended to by them at 4 P. M., when Lieut 
Hewes exercised them. 

Thursday, Sept 5th, 1776. — Went over to the hospital to attend 
the sick, administering such remedies as I found their situation needed. 
After which I went, to see the working party, who were under the 
direction of Capt Walker, who acts as Engineer, being acquainted 
with that business, and one subaltern, appointed to attend the fatigue 
party. They were employed in filling up the ditch at the south-east 
side of the fort in order to level it, as they intend enlarging the fort 
to a considerable extent Had considerable conversation with Col« 
Elmer, who appears to be a free, familiar man, and old soldier. Th^ 
Colonel and most of the other officers went over the river to dine 
with the Major and others. P. M. Lieut Edward Patterson came 
down express from Col. Dayton at Fort Schuyler, bringing a lettei* 
from the Oneida Chiefs, who inform us that 700 Indians and whites 
have just come down from Oswegacha to Oswego ; that they expect 
more in a short time and threaten them very hard because they wiS 
ttot take up the hatchet against tilt conutry ; that ihey keq[» seotiti 
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oentmually out and are ta distress the inhabitants and all other people 
on the Mohawk river killing and taking prisoners all they can find ; 
t^at in particular CoL Herkemer and Major Fonda are to fall victimf 
to their fury. Walter Butler they say commands the party, and they 
desire their compliments to all the officers and great men on the river 
hopi*Jg they will act with caution and assist them if distressed. 

The Lieutenant had likewise a letter to Major General Schuyler, 
and shifting horses proceeded down to Albany. 

Reports mention an engagement happening on Long Island between 
the King's troops and our men ; that two of our generals were taken 
prisoners in attempting to force their lines. 

I took board whilst I continue at this place at the house where 
Capt Eisenlord and his officers board. 

Friday, September 6th, 1776. — By Mr. Patterson, who came here 
yesterday, we hear that McMichael was killed on this month after he 
passed over the Lakes, by the same Indians who killed Younglove and 
Aitkin, taking him to be a spy — ^a very just end for such a traitor to 
come to. 

Visited the sick, &c., this day. A dispute happening among Capt 
Sabre's company, pleading that they had a promise from the Captain 
zsxd officers of being free at the end of six months, which was now ' I 
expired, they therefore grounded their arms and were determined not j 
to take them up. Their enlistments, however, specified during the \ 
option of the Congress. Upon which CoL Elmer ordered a Court 1 
of Inquiry to set as soon as possible. Accordingly about 12 o'clock I 
we set and drew up as follows : 1 

At a Court of Enquiry held at Fort Dayton September 6th, 1776, 
to enquire into a dispute arisen between Capt Sabre and his soldiers 
respecting the time for which they were enlisted — 

Major ROBERT COCHRAN, President. 
Members: 
Capt Theodore Woodbridge, Capt Parmelee, 
Capt David Smith, Capt John Eisenlord, 

Lieut Samuel Webb, Lieut Nehemiah Rice, 

Lieut James Cannin, Lieut Eben. Elmer* 

After the Court were duly sworn, we proceeded to examine the t 
evidences on the case, but concluded on the whole to defer the Court i 
till to-morrow at 8 o'clock, that more evidences might be brought on j 
the affair. 1 

Playing of ball and other like matters, viewing the works, 6iG., \ 
took up the remainder of the day, 
25 
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By express from Col. John Nicleson, commanding at Joknstown, 
we learn that Capt. McKean, oot upon a scout^ discovered some enemy 
to the northward of Hudson's Bay ; that he endeavored to find their 
route and was fully persuaded they intended to go to Socandoga ; bat 
they soon fled as he supposed upon discovering them. 

Saturday y September ^th, 1776. — The day proved showery anddolL 
At nine the Court met according to adjournment, when several other 
evidences were produced on each side, which the Court duly weighed 
and considered ; after which they came to the following resolves : 

1. That the men are holden by their enlistments daring the option 
of Congress, notwithstanding any promise of the officers to tkt 
contrary. 

2. That Capt Jacob Sabre has made some arrangements whilst 
enlisting inconsistent with his instructions from Congress. 

Spent the day in visiting the sick and other business here left me, 
after the Court Martial broke up. The fatigue party were laboring 
^^gE^^S ^ trench, round the enclosed fortification. Towards eveniog 
the Colonel came over and had the whole of Capt. Sabre's compaaj 
paraded, except about half a dozen, who have gone off and left us. 
He proposed to them to stay in garrison under his command without 
being particularly in company with their officers, to which they sU 
consented, promising to do duty here ; accordingly upon which thej 
were set to work. 

(To he continued,) 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX. 



Address, Annual by the President, 47, 69. 
Adjournment to New Brunswick, 78. 
Alo^n, 8., 8, 58, 89. 
Amendments to Constitution proposed, 4^ 

66, 147. Acted on, 55, 56, 72. 91, 9J. 
Amendment to By-Laws proposed, 4, 53. 

Acted on, 54, 72. 
American Phil Soc Donation from, 87. 
Appropriation to Ck>Ionial Doc. Fund, 73. 

B 

Baldwin, L. D. Donations from, 70, 89. 

Baldwin, SamueL Diary of, during Siero 
of Charleston. 69. 77. 

Barton, Lieut. William. Journal of, du- 
ring: Sulliran's expedition, 22. 

Bradley, J. P., 72. 

Brinley, P. W Donation from, 6. 

Board of Chosen Freeholders of Essex 
County. Thanks to for offer ofr oom, 93. 

Bnmet, John R. Donation from, 6. 

Bj-LawB. Amendments to, 4^ 60, 64^ 72. 



Chetwood, J. J., 72, 91. 

Cogswell, Rev. Dr., 2. 

Committees on By-Laws, 4 ; toandit Treas- 
urer's account, 5 ; to nominate Officers, 
54; on Publications, 66; on Purchases, 
56 ; on Statistics, 56 ; on Nominations. 
56 ; on Society of * Sons of New Jersey,^ 
56 ; on Colonial Document Fund, 74 ; to 
apply to the Le^slature in relation to 
Colonial Documents, 148. 

Condiet, Dr. Lewis, 1, 4, 7. 

Condiot, H. D. ; John S., 71. Chosen 
Secretarr, pro tcm., 55. 

Conorer, James L Donation from, 90. 



Constitution. Amendments to, 4 54. 55 

56, 72, 92, 147. 

Crosby, Profsssor Wm. R, 4, 72, 91. 

Corresponding Secretary. Reports of, 1, 
51, 69, 70, 75: to transmit thanks of 
Society to Prof. Sparks, 68. 

County Societies. Proposition to estab- 
lish, 4. Report on, 66. 



Davidson, Rev. Dr.. 5, 92. 
Day, Matthias W. Donations from, 89. 
Drake, Samuel G. Donation from, 88. 
DeHart, Capt Wm. C. Donation from. 

6, 57. 
Deshler, Charles D. Donation from, 67. 
Dickerson, AbiL. 74. 
Doane, Bishop, 56. 

Dodd, jr., Dan. Donation from, 89. ^ 
Donations announced, Nov. '46, 6 ; Jan. 

'47,57. 
Duer, Wm. A., 55. 69, 92. Resolution of 

thanks to^ for Life of Lord Sterling, 2. 

Letter from, 69, 76. Donation from, 98. 

E 

ExecutiTe Committee to memorialize Leg- 
islature respecting Criminal Statistics^ 
2, 4. Reporta from, 6, 51, 71. 

Elizabethtown. Meeting at, 1. 

Elmer, Lieutenant Journal o^ during 
expedition to Canada in 1776, 95, 150. 

Elmer, Dr. Ebenezer. Extracts from Jour- 
nal oi^ during Sullivan's expedition, 48. 

Elmer, L. Q. C^ 95. 

Essex County Board of Freehdden^ 98. 

F 
Fenwick, Major Jehn. Biog raph. Sketch 



Digitized by 



Google 



198 



of» presented, 1, 6. Proceedings of Gov- 
ernment of New York in relation to, 8. 

Freehold. Meetinj;: at 147. 

Ford, John. Donation from, 57. 

Forman, Mrs. J. T. Donation from, 89. 

G 

Graham, Hajok' J. D. Donationa fh)m, 87, 

88. 
Gilman, Wm. C. Donation from, 87. 
Gould, Mojor (afterward General) William. 

Journal of, during Whiskey Insurreo- 

tioD, receiTcd, 70. 



Haines, R. T. Donation from, 51. 
Haines, Goyemor. Donation f^om, 88, 

147, 149. 
Halsted, 0. S. Jr., 91. 
Harris. Edward. Donation from, 57. 
Henderson, Rev. M. H. Donation f^om,6. 
Homblower, Judge, 78, 91, 65, 59. 
Homor, Robt. E., 5, 78, 91, 92, 148. 
Howe, Rev. Dr., 91. 
Hunting, Rev. James M. Donation firom. 



Jackson, John P., 56. 

Johnson, Robert G. Donation from, 1, 6, 
8, 70, 89. Thanks to, 5. 

Journals of Lieut. Benton during Sullivan's 
£zi)edition, 22 ; of Dr. Ebenezer Elmer 
during the same, 48 ; of Lieut. £. Elmer 
during Expedition to Canada in 1776, 
95, 150. 

K 
King, James G., 6, 72, 92. 
King Charles, 71. 
Kinney, Wm. B., 6. 
Kentucky Hist. iSoc Donation from, 87. 



Laird, Dr. Robert. Donation from, 7. 
Lawrence, James N. Donation from, 7. 
Legislature. Application to. 2, 4, 72, 148. 
Library. Discussions on location of, 65, 

56, 72, 91 ; fixed at Newark, 92. 
Lillie, Dr. John. Donation from, 57. 
Longworth, Nicholas. Donation from, 6. 



HcLean, Rev. D. V., 4» 55, 71, 72, 73, 147, 

148. 
HcLean, Amzi C. 147. 
If aclean, Prof. John, 53. 55. 
Haine Hist Soc. Donation from, 87. 
Lanning, Randolph. Letter from, 8. 
Maryland Hist Soc. Donation from, 87. 
Meetings at Elizabethtown. 1 ; at Trenton, 

61 ; at Newark, 69 ; at New Bnmswick, 

91 : at Freehold, 147. 
Members Elected, Nor., '46, 7 ; Jan., '47, 

58 J Mar, '47, 8»>. 



Miller, Rev. Dr. Paper by, 78 ; i 

to, 78. 

Morns, 0. W. Donation from, 88. 
Murray, Rev. Dr., 2, 3, 5, 56, 72, 91, 92. 98. 

Donation from, 57, 89. 

N 
Newark. Monumental Inscriptions in, 2. 

Meeting at, 69. Library of Society loca^ 

ted at, 92. 
Newark Library Association. Thanks to^ 

for offer of rooms, 92. 
New Brunswick. Adjourned meeting at. 

78, 91. 
New England Hist and Gonealog. Soc. 

Donation from, 88. 
New York. Proceedings of government 

of, in reference to Maj. John Fen wick, 8. 
Nomination of members, to be made in 

writing, 4. 
North Carolina University Hist Soc. Dc 

nation firom, 57. 



Officers for 1847, elected, 55. 

Ogdeo, E. B. D., 4. 

Ogden, Robert Letter to, from R« Stocks 

ton, 1765, 149. 
Onderdonk, Henry, Jr. Donation firom,6. 



Parker, James, Vice President. Opinion 
on mode of action in altering Gonnsti- 
tution and By-Laws, 72. 

Parker, Cortland, 56, 92. 

Paterson, Rev. A. B. Donation fh>m, 57. 

Pennsylvania Hist Sec. Donations from. 
57, 87. 

Periodical of Society to be oontinned, 71. 

Proudfit^ Rev. Dr., 91, 92, 94. 



Quarterly Publicvtion, to be continued, 71. 

R 
Reports of Corresponding Secretary, 1,51, 
69, 93 ; of Committee on Publications* 

1, 58, 71 ; of Committee on PurcuaseSy 

2, 53, 71 ; of Committee of Statistics, 
2; of Committee on Monumental In* 
8cnptions« 2 ; of Committee on Seal, 2 ; 
of Committee on Nominations, 3, 54 f 
of Executive Committee, 5, 51, 71 : of 
Treasurer, 51 ; of Committee on By- 
Laws, 53 ; of Committee to nominate 
Officers, 55; of Committee on Cok)mal 
Documents, 72, 74, 98. 

Rodgers, Rev. R. K., 91. 

Rodgers, John. Donation from, 57. 

Robeson, Wm. P., 74. 

S 
Schenck, Dr. F. S., 92. 
Schuyler, A. H. Donation from, 71. — 
Thanks to, 71. 
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Sohuyler, Col. Peter. His Portrait, re- 
ceived, 71. 
Letter to, 74. Letter from, 75. 

Seal of the Society. Report of Committee. 

Selections from the Correspondence and 
Papers, 8, 74, 149. 

Sibley, John L. Donation from, 90. 

Smith, Dr. L. A., 78. Donation from, 89. 

*' Sons of New Jersey," Society of pro- 
posed, 54, 66. 

Sparks, Prof. Jared, 57. Thanks to, 68, 
on 2. Description of, 8. Die of, obtain- 
ed. 57. Drawing: of, 53, 70. 

SterlinflTi Gen. Lord. Life of, about to be 
published. 58. Papers of, discovered, 
69. Life, published, 71. 

Stillwell, Mrs. Donation from, 7. 

Stockton, Richard. Letter from, to Robt« 
Ogden, 1765, 149. 

Stiyker, T. J , 54. 

Sullivan's Expedition against the Indians, 
22,48. 

Sykes, George. Donatiou lh>m, 87. 



Taylor, Asher. Donation from, 6, 
Travers, Johq. Donation from, 57. 
Thompson, A. B. Donation from, 69, 78; 

88. Letter from, 77. 
Trenton, meeting at, 51. 



Yanuzem, E. H. Donation from, 90. 

W 

Wall, Garret D., 64, 55, 147, 148. 
Wall, James W. Donation from, 87. 
Warren, J. Kearney. Donation from, 69» 

89. 
Williamson, Mrs. Donation from, 57. 
White, Littleton. Donation from, 89. 
Whitehead, William A., 4, 5, 54, 72,. 95^ 



Young, David. Donation from, 57* 
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^nc RnR ROWER WILL BE CHARGED 

ISo??^Sefeeifthisb(^kisnot 

RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON OR 

NO?i^ES DC^S NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. J 
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